
THE Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) attend-
ed the Commonwealth Games 
Federation and Common-
wealth Sport for Development 
and Peace roundtable event 
at the 26th Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meet-
ing in Rwanda.

Nasser Al Khori, Genera-
tion Amazing Programmes Di-
rector, participated in the event 
on behalf of HE Hassan Al Tha-
wadi, SC Secretary-General. 

Al Khori highlighted the 
achievements of the SC and 
Generation Amazing since 
2010, as well as future plans 
to continue the legacy of the 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar and 
beyond. The event explored 
the crucial role that the Com-
monwealth Games and Com-
monwealth Sports Movement 
can play in advancing social 
and human development in a 
post-COVID-19 context.

During the event, Al Khori 
spoke about how football for 
development projects can be 
used as a tool for peace and 
diplomacy. 

He said: “The World Cup 
gives Qatar the opportunity 
to connect the world through 
sport. It’s a chance for the 
world to come and see who we 
are and build bridges between 
nations and people, and to 
break down stereotypes.”

“Underpinned by the hu-
man development values ex-
pressed within the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and Qatar National 
Vision 2030, our aspiration 
to reach 1 million beneficiar-
ies before the close of 2022 is 
within reach, as we drive mass 
participation in a wide variety 

of cultural and sporting activi-
ties,” he added.

Al Khori also visited the 
site of the Generation Amaz-
ing Community Club (GACC) 
at the Gitagata Rehabilita-
tion Centre in Bugesera. Once 
open, the GACC will offer 
youth safe spaces to express 
their emotions and connect 
in positive ways, stimulating 

creative thinking and explo-
ration, and improving their 
communication and decision-
making skills. 

Generation Amazing is 
working with delivery part-
ners in Rwanda and has re-
furbished the existing football 
pitch, built volleyball courts 
and developed the infrastruc-
ture at the Gitagata Rehabili-

tation Centre. 
The centre’s new Genera-

tion Amazing pitch will see lo-
cal coaches trained in football 
for development programming, 
along with the delivery of a tar-
geted project for local youth. It 
will also direct football talent 
that may be spotted through 
the programme towards foot-
ball academies. Generation 

Amazing’s programme delivery 
partners include Vision Youth 
Group Sports Academy, Vision 
Football Club, Dream Team 
Football Academy and Esper-
ance Kigali Rwanda.

Generation Amazing is a 
human and social develop-
ment initiative active in coun-
tries around the world, includ-
ing Qatar, India, Jordan, Iraq, 

Lebanon, Oman, Myanmar, 
Argentina, Nepal, Oman, Pa-
kistan, the Philippines, Rwan-
da and Uganda. It operates 
in alignment with the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, promoting inclu-
sion and gender equality in 
its football for development 
programme. The programme’s 
unique methodology teaches 

life skills, including communi-
cation, leadership, teamwork 
and organisation. It has built 
more than 30 football pitches 
in under-privileged communi-
ties, with those facilities now 
being turned into community 
clubs. Generation Amazing 
has positively impacted more 
than 725,000 people since its 
launch in 2010. (SC)
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WALES forward Gareth Bale 
has agreed to join Major 
League Soccer side Los Ange-
les FC on an initial one-year 
deal when his contract with 
Real Madrid expires, the PA 
news agency understands.

The five-time Champions 
League winner is soon to be a 
free agent and is looking for a 
new club ahead of playing for 
Wales at the World Cup in Qa-
tar, which starts in November.

Bale, 32, had been linked 
with a move to hometown club 
Cardiff following the end of a 
nine-year stay at Real Madrid, 
but he now appears set to con-
tinue his career with a move to 
the United States.

While there has as yet 
been no official comment 
from LAFC, the MLS club 
had posted a cryptic message 
on Twitter appearing to tease 
an imminent announcement, 
writing “Any guesses?” to a 
GIF showing LAFC interna-
tional mail.

Last week, Bale had excit-
ed Cardiff fans by visiting the 
Sky Bet Championship club’s 
Vale of Glamorgan base on 
their first day of pre-season 

training.
Wales captain Bale had 

fuelled speculation he might 
prefer being closer to home 
following comments that the 
standard of football he played 

before the World Cup should 
not prove a decisive factor in 
any move.

It is understood Bale - re-
portedly having earned around 
£600,000 per week at Real 

Madrid - had several options 
on the table, with former club 
Tottenham and big-spending 
Newcastle also suggested as 
potential destinations.

Speaking while on recent 
international duty with Wales, 
Bale said: “I don’t really know 
if the standard makes too 
much of a difference. A foot-
ball game is a football game.

“I feel like I’ll never really 
lose my quality on the ball. I 
guess it’s a conversation to be 
had.

“I need time to think what’s 
the best move for me, my fam-
ily, my kids, and hopefully 
we’ll sort that over the sum-
mer. I have options.” Bale’s 
move to the MLS is expected 
to also include the option of an 
18-month contract extension, 
and would see him join former 
Italy captain Giorgio Chiellini 
as part of the LAFC squad.

LAFC, currently top of the 
Western Conference, declined 
to give further comment when 
contacted by PA on Saturday.

Bale and Chiellini should 
complete their moves to the 
MLS when the competition’s 
‘Secondary Transfer Window’ 
opens on July 7, so would 
be cleared to make a debut 
against the LA Galaxy.

Bale agrees to join Los Angeles 
FC following Real Madrid exit
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Nasser Al Khori, Generation Amazing Programmes Director, also visited the site of the Generation Amazing Community Club (GACC) at the Gitagata Rehabilitation Centre in Bugesera. Once open, the GACC will offer 
youth safe spaces to express their emotions and connect in positive ways, stimulating creative thinking and exploration, and improving their communication and decision-making skills.

Wales’ star forward Gareth Bales.

Mbappe sets sights on ‘clear goal’ of 
Champions League glory with PSG

STATS PERFORM/DPA

PARIS Saint-Germain super-
star Kylian Mbappe is plotting 
a path to a first Champions 
League triumph after commit-
ting his future to the club.

The Ligue 1 champions are 
yet to win Europe’s top prize, 
despite reaching the knockout 
stages of the competition in 
each of the past 10 seasons.

Having finished as run-
ners-up in 2019-20 and made 
the semi-finals in 2020-21, 
PSG suffered frustration at an 
earlier stage in the most recent 
campaign, letting a two-goal 
lead slip in the last 16 against 
eventual winners Real Madrid.

Mbappe could have subse-
quently departed for Madrid, 
but he has instead stayed in 
Paris and wants to be part of 
the team that finally delivers 
the trophy.

“The Champions League 
with PSG is a clear goal,” 
Mbappe told BFM TV.

“It’s what we want, but 
there is a path to take.

“First of all, we have to be 
a winner at the national level, 
because in the last two years 
we have not been.” Mbappe 
has individual achievements 
in his sights, too, ranking be-
hind only Edinson Cavani 
(200) with 171 PSG goals.

Asked about the prospect 
of passing Cavani, the 23-year-
old added: “It can happen, it 
would be wonderful.” 

Mbappe was typically pro-
lific in 2021-22 as he scored 28 
Ligue 1 goals, with only Bayern 
Munich striker Robert Lewan-

dowski (35) beating that total 
in Europe’s top five leagues.

The former Monaco for-
ward also added 17 assists, 
putting him well clear with 45 
goal involvements  – a return 
that shows why Madrid were 
so keen to have him.

Kylian Mbappe poses for photos on the red carpet during the 2022 NBA 
Draft at Barclays Center in New York City last Thursday. (Getty Images/AFP)
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NOVAK Djokovic has accepted 
it is unlikely he will play at the 
US Open, as the Wimbledon 
top seed insisted he has not 
changed his mind on the COV-
ID-19 vaccination.

Djokovic was unable to 
compete at the Australian 
Open earlier in 2022 after he 
was deported –  following a 
drawn-out legal case with Aus-
tralia’s federal government 
– for not being vaccinated 
against coronavirus.

The Serbian has spoken 
out against mandatory vac-
cinations and when asked on 
Saturday by reporters at Wim-
bledon if he had closed his 
mind to the idea of being vac-
cinated before the US Open 
begins, he said “yes”.

That means, as it stands, 
Djokovic will be unable to en-
ter the United States due to 
being unvaccinated.

However, while frustrated 
that he will likely miss out on 
another grand slam this year, 
the 35-year-old suggested he 
is now even more motivated to 
go on and win Wimbledon for a 
seventh time, which would take 
him level with Pete Sampras 
and behind only Roger Federer, 
who has eight All England Club 
titles to his name.

Djokovic told reporters: 
“As of today I’m not allowed 
to enter the States under these 
circumstances. That is an ex-
tra motivation to do well here.

“Hopefully I can have a 
very good tournament as I 
have done in the last three edi-
tions. Then I’ll have to wait 
and see. I’d love to go to the 
States but as of today that’s 
not possible.

There’s not much I can do 
any more. It’s up to the U.S. 
government on whether they 
allow unvaccinated people to 

go into the country.” 
Djokovic was at the centre 

of the controversy ahead of 
the season’s first major, but 
the third grand slam of 2022 
has been contentious for other 
reasons.

The All England Club 
made the decision to ban all 
Russian and Belarusian play-
ers, including men’s world 
number one Daniil Medvedev, 
from competing, due to Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. The 
call received criticism and, as 
a result, Wimbledon has been 
stripped of any ranking points 
by the WTA and ATP.

However, Djokovic is no 
longer as concerned about those 
points as he once was, as he 
instead looks to move back to 
within one major title of Rafael 
Nadal, whose tally stands at 22.

“I don’t want to say rank-
ing points are not important 
for me, of course they are, but 
they are not as important as 
they were for me,” he said.

“Now I’m not really chas-
ing the ranking as much as I 
have. I was breaking the re-

cord for longest weeks at num-
ber one and after that it wasn’t 
as important for me in terms 
of priority.

“Of course, I understand 
that 90 per cent of players 
will be more affected by the 
points. Of course this year I 
did not have the chance to de-
fend 4,000 points in Australia 
but my priorities now are dif-
ferent so I’m not as affected.” 
Djokovic, though, does feel it 
is harsh that Russian and Be-
larusian athletes are unable to 
play at SW19.

He said: “I just don’t see 
how they have contributed to 
anything that has happened. 
I don’t feel it’s fair.  “I feel like 
they deserve to win, compete, 
they are professional athletes. 
None of them have supported 
any war or anything like that.  “I 
understand both sides. It’s hard 
to say what is right and wrong.

Putting myself in a posi-
tion where someone would 
ban me from playing because 
of circumstances that I have 
not contributed – I do not 
think that is fair.”
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EMMA Raducanu doubted 
whether she would recover 
from injury in time for Wim-
bledon, but says she is now 
“ready to go” after a week’s 
training.

The 19-year-old has en-
dured an injury-plagued sea-
son, with her first match of the 
grass-court campaign lasting 
just 36 minutes against Vik-
torija Golubic at the Notting-
ham Open.

Raducanu was forced to 
withdraw from the contest ear-
lier this month due to a side 
strain and subsequently missed 
the Eastbourne International.

She previously stated she 
had “no idea” if she would 
be fit in time for Wimbledon, 
which begins for the reign-
ing US Open champion with 
a first-round clash with Alison 
Van Uytvanck.

But after missing Friday’s 
practice session with Garbine 
Muguruza, Raducanu took to 
the court on Saturday and later 
declared herself ready for the 
third Grand Slam of the year.

“I think that this week was 
a good build-up,” she said at a 
news conference. “There were 
moments earlier on in the 
week we weren’t really sure.  

“We were sort of going to 
see how the week goes. But it 
went pretty well. Now it’s full 
steam ahead. Right now I’m 

fit. I’m ready to go.
I’m looking forward to it. 

That’s it.
“I’ve been managing it 

since Nottingham. I took two 
weeks off.

Yesterday we just had to 
react to the situation.  

“I already practised in the 
morning, so we all collectively 
thought it was the best deci-
sion to pass on the afternoon 
session as well and stay fresh 
and ready to go.” 

Raducanu made history in 
2021 when becoming the first 
qualifier to win a grand slam 
with victory over Leylah Fer-

nandez in the US Open final.
That success came two 

months after retiring from 
her fourth-round match with 
Ajla Tomljanovic at last year’s 
Wimbledon with breathing 
difficulties.

The Briton enters this 
year’s event as one of the big-
gest names, though, and she 
will make her Centre Court 
debut in Monday’s showdown 
with Belgium’s Van Uytvanck.

“I think it’s amazing,” Rad-
ucanu said reflecting on the 
past 12 months. “This year I 
get such a special feeling walk-
ing around the grounds.  “I 

definitely feel that people are 
behind me. Even from some 
of the people working on the 
tournament, they’re like, ‘you 
got this’. Just cheering me on. 
That’s pretty special in itself.

“I feel like last year I came 
straight out of my exams, I was 
fresh, ready to play. I feel the 
same excitement this year be-
cause I think Wimbledon just 
brings that out of me.

“But I’m definitely look-
ing forward to it. Just going to 
play like a kid who just loves 
playing tennis.  “It’s always my 
dream to step out on Centre 
Court. It’s something I’ve al-
ways wanted to do and started 
playing tennis for.” Raducanu 
won her only previous match 
with Van Uytvanck last year, 
prior to her big breakthrough 
at Flushing Meadows, and is 
35 places above the Belgian in 
the WTA rankings.

“I definitely feel game-wise 
I back myself pretty much 
against anyone,” Raducanu 
added. “I feel if I really put 
my mind to it and commit, 
then I can be pretty good.  “So 
I’m definitely looking forward 
to the match. But she’s a real 
tricky opponent, especially on 
grass courts.  

“I think this surface defi-
nitely suits her well. She plays 
a pretty quick, high-tempo 
game. It’s definitely going to 
take some getting used to, be-
ing prepared for that straight-
away.”

Raducanu says she’s raring to go at 
Wimbledon after declaring herself fit

Emma Raducanu watches practice sessions ahead of Wimbledon 
2022 Championships on Saturday. (Pic: Wimbledon.com)

LONDON: Six-time champion 
Novak Djokovic will take centre 
stage on day one at Wimbledon 
along with home hopes Emma 
Raducanu and Andy Murray.
The All England Club has an-
nounced the schedule of play 
for Monday, when the 2022 
tournament will get under way.
As is tradition for the defend-
ing champion, Djokovic, who 

defeated Matteo Berrettini in 
last year’s men’s singles final, 
will take part in the first match 
on Centre Court when he plays 
against Kwon Soon-woo.
US Open champion Raducanu 
has also been selected to 
appear at Centre Court on the 
opening day. Raducanu will take 
on Alison Van Uytvanck hoping to 
kick off a successful campaign in 

front of her home crowd, having 
burst onto the scene at Wimble-
don last year with a shock run to 
the fourth round.
And another Briton, two-time 
winner Andy Murray, will be 
involved in the third and final 
match on the prestigious court 
when he faces James Duck-
worth of Australia.
Murray will be hoping to better 

last year’s third-round berth at 
SW19 after impressively reach-
ing the Stuttgart Open final this 
month, losing to Berrettini after 
notable wins over Stefanos 
Tsitsipas and Nick Kyrgios. 
Ons Jabeur, Angelique Kerber 
and Carlos Alcaraz are the big 
names selected for action on 
Court One on Monday.
(STATS Perform/dpa)

Djokovic, Raducanu, Murray to take centre stage on day one
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AGENCIES
ASSEN (NETHERLANDS)

DUCATI’S Francesco Bagnaia 
smashed the Assen lap record 
to claim pole for the MotoGP 
Dutch Grand Prix, as Fabio 
Quartararo’s pole chance was 
lost to a last-lap mistake, re-
ports motorsport.com.

With the threat of rain 
looming over the Assen cir-
cuit when the pole shootout 
got underway, the lap record 
was immediately beaten by 
Pramac’s Jorge Martin before 
Bagnaia streaked clear in the 
closing stages to claim back-
to-back pole positions.

Martin’s early benchmark 
of 1m31.708s on his first lap 
put him underneath Maverick 
Vinales’ lap record from last 
year, with Quartararo 0.010s 
adrift in second.

Quartararo’s second lap 
was scuppered when he ran off 
into the gravel at Turn 1, while 
nobody else put Martin’s effort 
under threat.

With just under five min-
utes remaining, however, Bag-
naia began to light up the tim-
ing screens on the first lap of 
his second run on a fresh soft 
rear tyre.

The factory Ducati rider 
hooked the tour together to 
produce a 1m31.504s to go 
fastest of all.

Quartararo made an im-
provement to a 1m31.620s on 
his penultimate lap to move 
back into second having been 
demoted to third by Bagnaia’s 
lap.

But he had to abort his 
final lap when he almost 
crashed at the Turn 5 hairpin, 
resigning him to second on the 
grid, missing out on pole by 

0.116s to Bagnaia.
Martin suffered a crash at 

Turn 5 in the latter stages of 
Q2 but held onto a place on the 
front row in third, with VR46 
Ducati rookie Marco Bezzec-
chi also dipping underneath 
the lap record to go fourth.

Aprilia’s Aleix Espargaro 
was unable to improve on fifth 
late on when Ducati’s Jack 
Miller crashed at Turn 5, with 
the latter slotting into sixth 
despite his spill.

However, Miller is likely 
facing a penalty after Maverick 

Vinales almost ran into him 
on the back straight between 
Turn 5 and Turn 6 on the 
Aprilia rider’s last lap as Miller 
toured on the racing line.

Johann Zarco heads row 
three on the second of the Pra-
mac Ducatis in seventh ahead 

of Q1 graduate Miguel Oliveira 
on the factory team KTM.

Alex Rins was ninth on his 
Suzuki ahead of Q1 pacesetter 
Brad Binder on the sister fac-
tory team KTM, with Vinales 
11th after his scare with Miller 
and LCR’s Takaaki Nakagami 
the only Honda inside the top 
12 in 12th.

VR46’s Luca Marini 
couldn’t continue his Q2 run 
stretching back to Mugello as 
he missed out on progressing 
to the pole shootout session by 
0.237s on his Ducati.

He heads Joan Mir, after 
the Suzuki rider’s Q1 was hin-
dered by a tipoff at the Turn 5 
hairpin in the latter stages of 
the session.

Fabio Di Giannantonio 
shadowed the 2020 world 
champion in 15th as his Gres-
ini Ducati teammate Enea 
Bastianini had to complete Q1 
on his spare bike after his first 
GP21 broke down as he exited 
pitlane for his first run.

Andrea Dovizioso was the 
best of the three Yamahas who 
failed to join Quartararo in 
Q2, the RNF Racing rider 17th 
from the sole Repsol Honda of 
Stefan Bradl after teammate 
Pol Espargaro pulled out of 
the Dutch GP weekend on Sat-
urday morning due to injury.

Remy Gardner will start 
19th on his Tech 3 KTM ahead 
of factory Yamaha rider Fran-
co Morbidelli and LCR Hon-
da’s Alex Marquez.

Aprilia wildcard Lorenzo 
Savadori, Tech 3’s Raul Fer-
nandez and RNF rookie Dar-
ryn Binder completed the 
field.

The 2022 MotoGP Dutch 
GP will get underway at 2pm 
local time on Sunday 26 June.

Bagnaia clinches Dutch 
pole with new lap record

MOTOGP

Ducati Lenovo Team Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia reacts after setting the fastest time during MotoGP 
qualifying at the TT circuit of Assen in Netherlands on Saturday. (AFP)

Dutch MotoGP starting grid after qualifying for the 11th round of the  
world championship on Saturday:
1st row: 
1. Francesco Bagnaia (ITA/Ducati) 1:31.504
2. Fabio Quartararo (FRA/Yamaha) 1:31.620
3. Jorge Martin (ESP/Ducati-Pramac) 1:31.708
2nd row:
4. Marco Bezzecchi (ITA/Ducati-VR46) 1:31.796
5. Aleix Espargaro (ESP/Aprilia) 1:31.868

6. Jack Miller (AUS/Ducati) 1:32.124
3rd row:
7. Johann Zarco (FRA/Ducati-Pramac) 1:32.175
8. Miguel Oliveira (POR/KTM) 1:32.272
9. Alex Rins (ESP/Suzuki) 1:32.307
4th row:
10. Brad Binder (RSA/KTM) 1:32.367
11. Maverick Vinales (ESP/Aprilia) 1:32.424
12. Takaaki Nakagami (JPN/Honda-LCR) 1:32.967.

Starting Grid

HOSTS GREECE DASH  
QATAR’S MEDAL HOPES

Qatar were edged out by hosts Greece in a thrilling quarter-final of the IHF 
World Beach Handball World Championships 2-1 at the Karteros Beach 
Sports Center in Heraklion on Saturday. The twice bronze medalists Qatar 
took an early lead but the tournament debutants bounced back to clinch 
a memorable 20–21, 19–14, 15–14 win to secure semis berth. In their 
next match, Qatar recovered to beat Norway 2-1 (24–27, 22–20, 4–7) 
to book fifth-place play-off against Uruguay. Qatari veteran Mohammed 
Ahmed Hassan who played a major role in Al Annabi’s bronze-winning 
runs in both 2014 and 2016, yesterday expressed his disappointment, 
but said now the team will target the fifth place which will assure them a 
place in next year’s ANOC World Beach Games in Indonesia. (TNN)

Serbian Novak Djokovic poses for a picture with Czech Jiri Lehecka after a 
practice session at Wimbledon on Saturday. (Pic: Wimbledon.com)

Djokovic maintains Covid 
vaccination stance, says 

unlikely he’d play US Open

WORLD AQUATICS C’SHIPS CONCLUDE

Italy’s Thomas Ceccon, Italy’s Nicolo Martinenghi and Italy’s Federico 
Burdissom react as they win the men’s 4x100m medley relay finals 
during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Championships at Duna 
Arena in Budapest on Saturday. Italy beat the US by 0.28 seconds in 
a thrilling fight for gold. Great Britain’s men won the bronze. Canada’s 
15-year-old Summer McIntosh won her second gold on the final day of 
the championships. McIntosh won the 400m medley in four minutes 
32.04secs, holding off 16-year-old American Katie Grimes. She also 
won 200m butterfly gold on Wednesday. Italian Gregorio Paltrinieri 
registered the second fastest time in men’s 1500m freestyle history to 
win his third gold in the event in 14:32.80. Swede Sarah Sjostrom beat 
Katarzyna Wasick and Meg Harris in the 50m freestyle to win a 19th 
individual medal at the world championships. (AFP)



Kvitova warms up with 
Eastbourne title

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

PETRA Kvitova clinched the 
Eastbourne singles title for 
the first time with a dominant 
straight-sets victory over de-
fending champion Jelena Os-
tapenko at the Rothesay Inter-
national on Saturday.

Two-time Wimbledon win-
ner Kvitova, who lost the 2011 
final to Marion Bartoli, con-
trolled a one-sided encounter 
from the outset en route to 
triumphing 6-3, 6-2 in just an 
hour and 17 minutes.

Eighth seed Ostapenko 
had previously not dropped 
a set all week at Devonshire 
Park but struggled to deal with 
the Czech’s booming serve and 
blistering forehand during an 
error-strewn display.

“I had already experienced 
losing in a final (in 2011), so I 
guess I am lucky” 32-year-old 
Kvitova said on court following 
her win. “It was a tough match.

“Playing on the grass is 
very special for me, especially 
when you step onto a beautiful 
court such as here.

“It’s really nice to play in 
front of the people again; in 
Corona it was a really tough 
time, it’s such a better feeling.” 

Victory for 14th seed Kvi-
tova brought a 29th career sin-
gles title and a big confidence 
boost ahead of a first-round 
Wimbledon meeting with Ital-
ian Jasmine Paolini.

The last player to win at 
Eastbourne and go on to tri-
umph at the All England Club in 
the same year was the late Czech 
player Jana Novotna in 1998.

Asked about her compa-
triot, who died at the age of 49 
in 2017, Kvitova said: “It’s al-
ways nice to think about Jana, 

of course.
“She had so many great 

matches, not only here but in 
Wimbledon as well.

“I’m glad that we are able 
to play such a great event as 
here. It’s the best preparation 
for Wimbledon.” 

Former world number 
two Kvitova swiftly bounced 
back from finishing runner-up 
here to Bartoli 11 years ago by 
claiming the first of her two 
Wimbledon titles.

The powerful left-hander 

never looked in any danger 
of further disappointment in 
East Sussex as she raced out 
of the blocks to establish a 3-0 
lead against the off-colour Os-
tapenko. She secured break-
point opportunities in each of 
the Latvian’s first-set service 
games and was not severely 
tested until the fourth game 
of the second when she resil-
iently saved five break points 
to maintain her stranglehold 
on the match.

Ostapenko later withdrew 

from the women’s doubles fi-
nal due to a toe injury on her 
right foot, handing the title 
to Serbian Aleksandra Krunic 
and Poland’s Magda Linette.

Despite that issue and 
her singles final defeat, the 
25-year-old - who had been 
partnering Ukrainian Lyud-
myla Kichenok - was pleased 
with her overall performance 
on the south coast.

“She played really well, so 
congrats,” the 2017 French 
Open champion, who has been 
drawn to play France’s Oceane 
Dodin at Wimbledon, said of 
Kvitova. “Of course for me it 
was not the result I wanted, 
but in general I have to take 
the positive out of this week 
because I think I played some 
great tennis, even though to-
day didn’t go my way.”

STATS PERFORM/DPA

NOVAK Djokovic and Rafael 
Nadal avoided the looming 
threat of Andy Murray and Nick 
Kyrgios in Wimbledon draw.

With both Murray and 
Kyrgios unseeded, they could 
have been drawn to face any 
of the top seeds, but it did not 
work out that way, most likely 
to everyone’s satisfaction.

Instead, top seed and 
tournament favourite Djoko-
vic drew South Korean Kwon 
Soon Woo, while Nadal was 
pitted with 23-year-old Argen-
tinian Francisco Cerundolo.

Djokovic will be bidding for 
a seventh Wimbledon title and 
a fourth in succession follow-
ing triumphs in 2018, 2019 and 
2021, after the cancellation of 
the 2020 championships.

For second seed Nadal, 
who has won the Austral-
ian Open and French Open 
already this year to reach a 
record 22 men’s grand slam 
singles titles, there is the pos-
sibility of a rare calendar 
Grand Slam.

He must carry off the ti-
tle at Wimbledon for the first 
time since 2010 to stay in the 
hunt for that elusive clean 
sweep, last achieved in men’s 

singles in 1969 by Rod Laver.
Murray, who like Nadal is 

a two-time former Wimbledon 
champion, was paired with 
James Duckworth of Austral-
ia and could face big-serving 
American John Isner in round 
two. Murray has been troubled 
by an abdominal strain in the 

past fortnight, and it remains to 
be seen whether the 35-year-old 
is in shape to be a contender.

Duckworth’s countryman 
Kyrgios has been in fine form 
of late, reaching consecutive 
semi-finals in Houston, Stutt-
gart and Halle before he too 
suffered an abdominal twinge 

this week and withdrew from 
the Mallorca Championships. 
Kyrgios will start against Brit-
ain’s Paul Jubb at Wimbledon.

A notable first-round clash 
saw three-time major winner 
Stan Wawrinka, in the draw 
on a wildcard, paired with 
Italian 10th seed Sinner, while 

Matteo Berrettini, runner-up 
to Djokovic last year, will play 
Chile’s Cristian Garin.

Powerful Italian Berrettini, 
who has won the Stuttgart and 
Queen’s Club titles on grass 
this year, features on Nadal’s 
side of the draw, while in the 
top half Djokovic has the likes 

of Carlos Alcaraz and Hubert 
Hurkacz for company.

Alcaraz, the 19-year-old 
Spanish revelation who has 
won four titles already this 
year, was drawn to face the 
experienced German Jan-Len-
nard Struff in round one.

Men’s third seed Casper 

Ruud has never won a singles 
match at Wimbledon, losing in 
the first round on his previous 
two appearances.

The recent French Open 
runner-up will look to get off 
the mark on the SW19 grass 
against 34-year-old Span-
iard Albert Ramos-Vinolas.

Djokovic and Nadal avoid draw 
dangermen Murray and Kyrgios
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SERENA Williams begins her 
Wimbledon challenge against 
French player Harmony Tan, 
who will be making her main-
draw debut.

For 40-year-old Ameri-
can Williams, a seven-time 
Wimbledon singles champion, 
there will be relief at avoiding 
a seed in the first round.

That was a possibility given 
that Williams is in the draw on 
a wildcard, having not played 
singles since suffering an an-
kle injury in her Wimbledon 

opener 12 months ago.
Instead, the 23-time grand 

slam winner will face the 
world number 113, who lost 
in the first round of the recent 
French Open, perhaps as soft 
a landing as Williams could 
have had.

Wimbledon begins on 
Monday at the All England 
Club, with women’s defend-
ing champion Ash Barty not 
involved after announcing a 
shock retirement in March.

Williams has returned to 
action this week at the East-
bourne International, winning 

through two rounds in doubles 
alongside Ons Jabeur, before 
the duo pulled out due to a 
knee worry for Jabeur.

Awaiting the winner of 
Williams versus Tan will be 
American Christina McHale or 
Spanish 32nd seed Sara Sor-
ribes Tormo, while last year’s 
runner-up Karolina Pliskova 
is a potential third-round ob-
stacle.

Women’s top seed Iga 
Swiatek starts against Croa-
tian qualifier Jana Fett, while 
Britain’s US Open champion 
Emma Raducanu was drawn 
to face the experienced Bel-
gian Alison Van Uytvanck, a 
player who knocked out the 
then-defending champion 
Garbine Muguruza at Wimble-
don four years ago.

Tunisian third seed 
Jabeur was paired with 
Swedish qualifier Mirjam 
Bjorklund, Pliskova faces fel-
low Czech Tereza Martincova, 
and American Coco Gauff, 
fresh from a first Grand Slam 
final in Paris, drew Romanian 
Elena-Gabriela Ruse.

Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, 
who may struggle to live up to 
her billing as the second seed 
having never previously gone 
past round three, plays Ameri-
can Bernarda Pera first up.

Among former champi-
ons, Angelique Kerber tack-
les Kristina Mladenovic in her 
opener, while Simona Halep 
was handed a tough assignment 
against Karolina Muchova.

Of all the players in the 
draw this year, Muchova is the 
woman with the highest win-
ning percentage in Wimble-
don main draw matches.

The Czech has an 80 per 
cent success record, winning 
eight matches and losing twice 
after reaching the quarter-
finals in her both previous ap-
pearances, losing to Elina Svi-
tolina in 2019 and Kerber last 
season.

Tan test awaits Serena

Serena Williams of the US during a women’s doubles match of the 
Eastbourne International in Eastbourne, England, last week. (AFP)

Andreescu denied glory after Garcia fightback
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

BIANCA Andreescu was de-
nied her first WTA singles title 
since the 2019 US Open when 
Caroline Garcia fought back 
from behind to win a thrilling 
Bad Homburg Open final.

Garcia won her first WTA 
crown for three years by recov-

ering to win a close encounter 
6-7 (5-7), 6-4, 6-4 on Saturday.

Andreescu went into the 
final as the strong favourite, a 
position she strengthened by 
narrowly claiming the first-set 
tie-break, but Garcia battled 
back to improve her impressive 
career record in finals to 8-3.

She claimed her first trophy 
since winning on the Notting-

ham grass in 2019, the same 
year as Andreescu’s famous 
Flushing Meadows triumph.

Andreescu was playing in 
her sixth career showpiece, hav-
ing enjoyed a standout week at 
the WTA 250 event. The Cana-
dian did not drop a set en route 
to the final, which included beat-
ing top seed Daria Kasatkina.

But defeating the battling 

Garcia, who had saved a match 
point before beating fellow 
Frenchwoman Alize Cornet in 
the semi-finals, proved a step 
too far. After winning three 
straight points to claim a tight 
tie-break, Andreescu was a 
break ahead at 4-2 in the sec-
ond set before Garcia launched 
a strong comeback.

Andreescu was also a break 

up in the final set but Garcia - 
who broke five times through-
out the contest - prevailed in 
two hours and 42 minutes.

With Wimbledon approach-
ing, Andreescu was playing just 
her sixth tournament of the 
season following a six-month 
hiatus to look after her mental 
health that had followed a string 
of injuries over recent years.

WIMBLEDON

 Playing on the grass is very special for me, especially 
when you step onto a beautiful court such as here. It’s 
really nice to play in front of the people again; in Corona it 
was a really tough time, it’s such a better feeling. 

Petra Kvitova

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in action during the men’s exhibition singles match at The Giorgio Armani Tennis 
Classic tournament at the Hurlingham Club, in London, on June 22. (AFP)

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns to Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime during their men’s exhibition singles match 
at The Giorgio Armani Tennis Classic tournament at the Hurlingham Club in London on June 24. (AFP)

Czech Republic’s Petra Kvitova celebrates with the trophy after winning the Eastbourne International tennis 
tournament in Eastbourne, England, on Saturday. 

France’s Caroline Garcia celebrates with the trophy after winning the 
2022 WTA Bad Homburg Open in Homburg, Germany, on Saturday. (AFP)
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ICC
HEADINGLEY

FOUR wickets after tea re-
stricted New Zealand as they 
look to set England a tricky 
target in the third Test at 
Headingley on Saturday.

What seemed like an im-
possible dream at one point, 
turned into a reality as the 
hosts managed to take a cru-
cial first innings lead. Bairstow 
would bring up a brilliant 150 
but his 137-run stand with 
Jamie Overton would finally 
come to an end. It was heart-
break for the debutant, who 
missed out on a well-deserved 
ton by a mere three runs, with 
Boult getting his wicket with 
a lovely delivery that shaped 
away from him. 

Stuart Broad was a man on 
the mission though, opening up 
his blade and playing an enter-
taining knock of 42 off 36, be-
fore being bowled by Southee. 
Bairstow would finally perish 
for 162 against the spin of Mi-
chael Bracewell. Jack Leach was 
the final man to depart for 3, but 
the efforts of the lower-order 
along with the brilliance of Jon-
ny Bairstow ensured that Eng-
land took a slender 31-run lead. 

It has been a poor series 
for two of New Zealand’s key 
batters – skipper Kane Wil-
liamson and his deputy Tom 
Latham. While Latham strug-
gled in both the Tests and the 
first innings of the ongoing 
Test in Leeds, Williamson was 
ruled out of the second match 
with COVID. The failure of the 
pair to aggregate runs though 
has been a key factor in the 
visitors losing the series. 

The pair finally showed 
some semblance of form in the 
second session. After losing 
Will Young relatively early, the 
onus was even more on the two 
experienced veterans to steady 
the ship. Latham registered 
his first half-century of the 
tour while Williamson would 
look solid, batting through 
the majority of the afternoon 

session, which could only be a 
positive for the Kiwis. 

With the Black Caps look-
ing set for a sizeable lead, it 

was England’s two inexperi-
enced seamers who stepped 
up to stem the tide.

Overton, fresh from his 

outstanding efforts with the 
bat, teased an edge from 
Latham to send the opener 
packing for 76.

And it was Potts who drew 
the edge from Kane William-
son, with the New Zealand 
skipper dismissed two runs 
shy of his half-century.

A sharp catch from Ol-
lie Pope at short leg did for 
Devon Conway (11) off the 
bowling of Joe Root, and it 
was Jack Leach who removed 
Henry Nicholls (7) caught and 
bowled to leave the tourists 
five down on the day.

Rain brought an early halt 
to proceedings with the score 
at 168/5, but the four wickets 
after tea leave the Test finely 
balanced heading into the 
fourth day.

Late wickets brighten England 
hopes as rain intervenes

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
RABAT (MOROCCO)

RECOGNIZING the role of 
youth in mobilizing action to 
prevent violent extremism 
(PVE) through sport-based 
activities, the United Nations 
Alliance of Civilizations (UN-
AOC) convened young civil so-
ciety leaders from the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) 
in an intergenerational dia-
logue with key stakeholders.

The event was organized 
within the framework of the 
Global Programme on the 
Security of Major Sporting 
Events and the Promotion of 
Sport and its Values as a Tool 
to Prevent Violent Extremism 
(“Global Programme”), which 
is led by the United Nations 
Office of Counter-Terrorism 
(UNOCT), in partnership 
with UNAOC, the United Na-
tions Interregional Crime and 
Justice Research Institute 
(UNICRI), and the Interna-
tional Centre for Sport Secu-
rity (ICSS).

Sports have historically 
played a significant role in the 
promotion of peace and devel-
opment by fostering positive 
values across societies. Ad-
ditionally, young people con-
tinue to affirm their leadership 
as key drivers of sustainable 
peace in identifying and ad-
dressing the triggers of violent 
extremism through their in-
novation and diversity in their 
actions and rationale.

In fact, the United Nations 
acknowledges the impact of 
young people through UNSCR 
2535 (2020), among other 
noteworthy resolutions, by 
calling upon Member States to 
improve the capacity-building 
and inclusion of youth in key 

peace processes.
In this context, UNAOC 

provided a platform for young 
leaders from Bahrain, Egypt, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Mo-
rocco, and Qatar to lend their 
voices to conversations on 
PVE policymaking, grassroots 
S4D as well as the role of ath-
letes and sporting events in 
promoting inclusive and di-
verse societies.

The intergenerational dia-
logue underscored the power 
of sport to promote increased 
youth participation in national 
and regional PVE strategies 
and reaffirmed the role of 
youth in fostering sustainable 
peace and development in the 
MENA region. As a culminat-
ing activity, the participants 
engaged in interactive discus-

sions with regional decision-
makers and policy specialists 
during a high-level event.

Over 35 people from 
Rabat-based civil society or-
ganizations, UN entities, and 
government officials attended 
the event. Regional experts 
who engaged with the young 
participants include Ramata 
Almamy Mbaye, Director of 
Social and Human Sciences 
Sector of ICESCO; Ms.

Fatima-Ezzahrae El Kbiri, 
Partnership Specialist of the 
Union for the Mediterranean; 
Hamza El Hajoui, Vice-Pres-
ident of the Moroccan Royal 
Football Federation and the 
President of FUS; Alioune 
Ndiaye, Head of Peace and Cit-
izenship Division of ICESCO; 
Diogo Guia, Director, Sports 

Public Policy and Chief Oper-
ating Officer of ICSS; Yassine 
Bellarab, Chargé de Mission of 
the General Secretariat of Ra-
bita Mohammadia des Oulé-
mas; and Dr.

Karim Hendili, Director of 
the UNESCO cluster office for 
Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Mau-
ritania and Tunisia, among 
others. Representatives from 
Global Programme partners, 
including UNOCT, UNAOC, 
UNICRI, and ICSS were pre-
sent as well.

“Sport is one of the key 
tools to prevent violent ex-
tremism as it transcends be-
yond geographical borders. 
The universal popularity of 
sport presents an opportunity 
to attract and mobilize peo-
ple of all ages, cultures and 

religions, making it a unique 
peacebuilding tool. To this 
end, UNAOC celebrates sport 
as a powerful tool to foster 
cohesive and inclusive socie-
ties. The values inherent in 
sport, such as mutual respect, 
solidarity and integrity, are at 
the heart of the mission of UN-
AOC,” Mr. Miguel Moratinos, 
High Representative for UN-
AOC, said in his opening video 
remarks.

“We must never forget that 
young people are an important 
ally in the prevention of vio-
lent extremism. The current 
youth generation is acknowl-
edged as the largest in history 
with a critical role in shaping 
significant social and political 
advancements. 

“Young people are justly 

demanding a direct say in the 
formulation, design, imple-
mentation, and evaluation of 
PCVE programmes, policies, 
and approaches, as violent ex-
tremism conducive to terror-
ism is directly affecting them,” 
said Mr. Bram Van Haver, 
UNAOC Project Management 
Specialist.

“This event is another 
milestone of our Global Pro-
gramme since the promotion 
of youth participation in the 
prevention of violent extrem-
ism through sport-based 
activities can both support 
peace-building and promote 
tolerance based on the posi-
tive values of sport, allowing 
to gain access to young people 
through less formal channels. 
Sport has significant educa-

tional values that can be used 
to tackle radicalisation within 
young people and encourage 
social inclusion,” said Mr. Di-
ogo Guia Chief Operating Of-
ficer of ICSS Europe.

Youth leaders who par-
ticipated in the discussion 
include: Abdulla Almuqahwi 
(Bahrain), Ayoub Ait Atman 
(Morocco), Christian Saleh 
Hajj (Lebanon), Ikbel Rhimi 
(Tunisia), Khola Abdalla (Lib-
ya), Mohamed Ahmed Taha 
Radwan (Egypt), Mohammed 
Al-Qassabi (Qatar), Moham-
med Sadiq (Iraq), Mohamed 
Tarek Morsy (Egypt), Oussa-
ma Rachidi (Morocco), Saeed 
Khowaja Taha Hajani (Iraq), 
Salma Elmettichi (Morocco), 
Soufiane Zarraa (Tunisia), and 
Vera Al Mawla (Lebanon).

ICSS joins UNAOC, UNOCT, and UNICRI in dialogue on role 
of youth in preventing violent extremism through sport
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WEST Indies were 270 for 5 in 
reply to Bangladesh’s 234 after 
tea on Day Two of their second 
Test at the Darren Sammy Sta-
dium on Saturday.

Mehidy Hasan helped 
Bangladesh break a century 
stand after he claimed Jer-
maine Blackwood (40) leg be-
fore wicket.

Kyle Myers (unbeaten on 
80) at the time of going to the 
press, had shared a 116-run 
stand with Blackwood after 
the hosts were 132-4 at earlier 
stage.

On the opening day of the 
Test, a 67-run opening part-
nership following a dominant 
display by the fast bowlers has 
put West Indies in a good po-
sition.

Despite losing both their 
openers, Bangladesh put up a 
decent display in the opening 
session on day one and the 
visitors would have hoped to 
put up a score in excess of 300. 

The West Indies fast bowl-
ers, though, had other ideas 
and put the breaks in the sec-
ond session reducing the visi-
tors from 105/2 to 138/6.

The West Indies seamers 
kept their foot on the throttle 
throughout the innings shar-
ing 10 wickets between them. 

Both Jayden Seales and 
Alzarri Joseph picked up three 
wickets each, while Anderson 
Phillip and Kyle Mayers each 
secured two-wicket hauls in a 

brilliant display of fast bowl-
ing on a pitch that looked con-
ducive for batting.

Liton Das put up a good 
performance for Bangladesh 
to put up a valiant 53 as the 
team was all out for 234.

With Bangladesh reeling in 
the second session, Das put up 
two important partnerships 
with Mehidy Hasan Miraz and 
Shoriful Islam taking the side 
closer to the 200-run mark.

The 27-year-old has scored 
four fifties and two centuries 
this year. His 640 runs this cal-
endar year has put him fourth 
in the list of batters with the 
most runs in 2022. Das is only 
101 runs behind Usman Kha-
waja who has 751 runs against 
his name and is the top scorer 
in Test matches this year.

Captain Kraigg Brathwaite 
(30*) and John Campbell (32*) 
set up a solid foundation for 
the home team and with West 
Indies poised to take a big lead 
with all their ten wickets intact. 

The Caribbean side were 
behind Bangladesh by 67 runs 
at the close of play on day one.

Currently, on 42 points, 
West Indies have a chance to 
increase their ICC World Test 
Championship points tally to 
54 if they win this Test and 
seal the series 2-0.

Scores: West Indies (1st Inns) 
270-5 after tea Day 2 (Camp-
bell 32*, Brathwaite 30*) vs 
Bangladesh 1st Inns 234 (Lit-
ton 53, Tamim 46, Joseph 3-50, 
Seales 3-53) by 167 runs.

Hasan breaks big stand as 
WI take lead in second Test
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The event was organized within the framework of the Global Programme on the Security of Major Sporting Events and the Promotion of Sport and its Values as a Tool to Prevent Violent Extremism (“Global Pro-
gramme”), which is led by the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), in partnership with UNAOC, the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), and the International 
Centre for Sport Security (ICSS).

England’s Matthew Potts (L) and England’s captain Ben Stokes (R) celebrate after Potts takes the wicket of New Zealand’s captain Kane Williamson 
on Day 3 of the third cricket Test match between England and New Zealand at Headingley Cricket Ground in Leeds, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

New Zealand 1st Innings 329 (D Mitchell 109, T 
Blundell 55; J Leach 5-100, S Broad 3-62)
England 1st Innings (overnight: 264-6)
A. Lees b Boult  4
Z. Crawley b Boult  6
O. Pope b Boult  5
J. Root c Blundell b Southee  5
J. Bairstow c Boult b Bracewell  162
B. Stokes c Williamson b Wagner  18
B. Foakes lbw b Wagner  0
J. Overton c Mitchell b Boult  97
S. Broad b Southee  42
M. Potts not out  1
J. Leach lbw b Southee  8

Extras: (lb11, w1)  12
Total: (All out, 67 overs, 348 mins)  360
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Lees), 2-14 (Pope), 3-17 
(Crawley), 4-21 (Root), 5-55 (Stokes), 6-55 (Foakes), 
7-296 (Overton), 8-351 (Broad), 9-351 (Bairstow), 
10-360 (Leach).
Bowling: Boult 22-4-104-4 (1w); Southee 23-2-100-3; 
Wagner 12-1-75-2; Bracewell 7-0-54-1; Mitchell 3-0-
16-0.
New Zealand (2nd Innings)
T. Latham c Bairstow b Overton  76
W. Young c Pope b Potts  8
K. Williamson c Bairstow b Potts  48
D. Conway c Pope b Root  11

H. Nicholls c and b Leach  7
D. Mitchell not out  4
T. Blundell not out  5
Extras: (b5, lb1, nb2, w1)  9
Total: (For 5 wkts, 51.5 overs, 240 mins)  168
To bat: M Bracewell, T Southee, N Wagner, T Boult
Fall of wickets: 1-28 (Young), 2-125 (Latham), 3-152 
(Conway), 4-153 (Williamson), 5-161 (Nicholls).
Bowling: Broad 14-2-45-0; Leach 13-5-26-1; Potts 
9.5-2-20-2; Overton 9-2-34-1 (1nb, 1w); Stokes 4-0-
30-0 (1nb); Root 2-0-7-1.
Match position: New Zealand lead by 137 runs with 
five wickets standing.

Scoreboard

Mehidy Hasan Miraz (L) and Shakib Al Hasan (2L), of Bangladesh, 
celebrate the dismissal of Kraigg Brathwaite of West Indies on the 
second day of their 2nd Test at Darren Sammy Cricket Ground in Gros 
Islet, Saint Lucia, on Saturday. (AFP)


