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QNA
CAIRO

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani and his borther President of 
the sisterly Arab Republic of Egypt 
HE Abdel Fattah El-Sisi held a ses-
sion of official talks at Al Ittihadiya 
Palace in Cairo on Saturday.

At the outset of the session, the 
Egyptian president welcomed HH 
the Amir and the accompanying del-
egation, wishing HH a pleasant stay. 

El-Sisi also congratulated HH 
the Amir on the anniversary of 
HH the Amir’s accession to power, 
praising the development and civi-
lizational achievements made by 
Qatar during the reign of HH the 
Amir in various fields, praying the 
Almighty Allah to grant His High-
ness good health and wellness, and 
the Qatari people further develop-
ment and prosperity.

The Egyptian president also 
stressed that His Highness’ visit is 
an important step towards develop-
ing bilateral relations between the 
two countries in various fields.

For his part, HH the Amir 
thanked the Egyptian president for 
the warm reception and hospital-
ity, looking forward to strength-
ening cooperation relations in a 
way that achieves common aspira-
tions, serves the interests of the two 

brotherly countries and peoples and 
develops them to broader horizons 
on various levels.

During the session, they dis-
cussed bilateral relations  and the 
ways to enhance and develop them 
in various fields, especially in the 
fields of investment, energy, de-
fence, culture and sports.

HH the Amir and the Egyp-
tian president discussed a number 
of current issues in the regional 
and international arenas, and ex-
changed views on them, especially 
the situation in the Middle East.

The session was attended by the 

Personal Representative of HH the 
Amir HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrah-

man Al Thani, Chief of the Amiri 
Diwan HE Sheikh Saud bin Abdul-
rahman Al Thani and Minister of Fi-
nance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari.

On the Egyptian side, the ses-

sion was attended by Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Sameh Shoukry, 
Minister of Finance Dr Mohamed 
Maait, Minister of Planning and 
Economic Development Dr Hala 
Elsaid.

HH the Amir and the Egyptian 
president held a bilateral meeting, 
in which they discussed aspects 
of supporting and developing the 
strong brotherly relations between 
the two brotherly countries, and all 
issues of common concern. 

Earlier in the day, an official re-
ception ceremony was held for HH 
the Amir upon his arrival at Al It-

tihadiya Palace in Cairo. HH the 
Amir was received by the Egyptian 
president.

The ceremony began with the 
playing of the Qatari and Egyp-
tian national anthems, after which 
HH the Emir reviewed the guard 
of honor, then His Highness shook 
hands with members of the Egyp-
tian official delegation and senior 
officials. The Egyptian president 
shook hands with members of the 
official delegation accompanying 
HH the Amir.

Amir, Egyptian president discuss 
ways to strengthen bilateral ties

I had the pleasure of visiting the sisterly Arab Republic of 
Egypt and meeting my brother, His Excellency the Presi-
dent @AlsisiOfficial in Cairo, where we discussed ways 
to consolidate our bilateral cooperation in various fields. 
We also exchanged views on strengthening and activating 
joint Arab action to achieve the aspirations of our 
peoples in development and stability and support 

the security of the region and the world. 

QNA
KHOST

THE first Qatari plane carrying a shipment of aid, provided by 
Qatar Charity (QC) in cooperation with partner agencies and in 
coordination with Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD), arrived 
in the city of Khost in the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan on 
Saturday to support the Afghan people as part of an urgent re-
lief campaign due to the earthquake. The shipment contained 
13 tonnes of aid. This aid comes within the framework of the 
efforts of Qatar and its firm commitment to provide support 
and stand by the brotherly Afghan people, and to provide them 
with urgent and necessary needs. PAGE 16

First Qatari plane carrying 
aid arrives in Afghanistan

Group ONE Holdings, 
Media City Qatar ink 
pact for long-term 
global partnership
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

GROUP ONE Holdings (ONE) 
and Media City Qatar have 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to develop 
a strategic long-term partner-
ship, collaborating in the pro-
duction and development of a 
wide range of global content in 
Qatar across multiple media 
sectors, including original pro-
gramming, studio shows, and 
e-sports, that will strengthen 
Qatar’s growing media ecosys-
tem.

The signing came during 
the Qatar Economic Forum, 
powered by Bloomberg, in 

Doha. The partnership will 
commence by showcasing Qa-
tar in the filming of Season 2 of 
the popular Netflix series The 
Apprentice: ONE Champion-
ship Edition, a business reality 
show streamed in more than 
150 countries.

Season 1 of The Appren-
tice: ONE Championship Edi-
tion garnered an estimated 
4 million viewers on its pre-
miere broadcast night in 2021, 
outperforming other top-rated 
reality competition premieres, 
and was Asia’s most watched 
English-language reality pre-
miere in 2021.  

Amir, Sisi hold  
official talks 

QNA
DOHA

AMBASSADOR of Qatar to 
Algeria HE Abdulaziz Ali Al 
Naama has confirmed that 
the visit of His Highness the 
Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
to Algeria to attend the open-
ing of the 19th Mediterranean 
Games in the city of Oran re-
flects the strength of relations 
between the two countries.

The ambassador said the 
presence of HH the Amir at 
the opening of the 19th Medi-
terranean Games bears the 
highest indications of appre-
ciation that His Highness has 
for his brother, President Ab-
delmadjid Tebboune, and the 
special importance that His 
Highness attaches to Algeria. 

He stressed that the Qa-
tari-Algerian relations are 
witnessing continuous devel-
opment and steady growth, 
especially since the visit of HH 
the Amir to Algeria in Febru-
ary 2020.   These relations also 
increased in strength with the 
visit of Algerian President Ab-
delmadjid Tebboune to Qatar 
in February. 

He said the two countries 
are in the process of signing 
other new cooperation agree-
ments in the future, which will 
pave the way for a deep strate-
gic partnership between them.

Amir’s visit to 
Algeria reflects 
the strength of  
relations: Envoy

Amir meets Algerian president
HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Saturday met with Presi-
dent of the People’s Demo-
cratic Republic of Algeria 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune at 
His Highness’s residence 
in Oran. During the meet-
ing, they reviewed the 
relations of cooperation 
between the two brotherly 
countries and ways to sup-
port and develop them, as 
well as several issues and 
developments of common 
interest. HH Sheikh Jas-
sim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
Personal Representative of 
HH the Amir, attended the 
meeting. (QNA) PAGE 16

See also page 16 

Continued on page 2 
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Nepali expats advised to use only 
legal channels to send money home

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

THE Embassy of Nepal em-
bassy Qatar and the Non-
Resident Nepali Association 
(NRNA) Qatar jointly organ-
ised an awareness programme 
on the topic “Remittances and 
Financial Literacy” for commu-
nity members at the embassy 
premises.

The programme was at-
tended by about 70 representa-
tives of various Nepali commu-
nity organisations in Qatar and 
was broadcast live for commu-
nity members at large to ben-
efit from it.

The programme was in-
tended to impart basic knowl-
edge of the benefits of using 
official and formal banking 
channels to remit money back 
home.

Welcoming the partici-
pants to the programme, Mo-
hammad Muktda Musalman, 
president of NRNA Qatar, shed 
light on the objective of the 
programme.

He encouraged each and 
every member of Nepali com-
munity working in Qatar to 
contribute to the national 
economy by channelling their 
remittances through formal of-
ficial banking system.

Ratna Raj Bajracharya, 
CEO, Global IME Bank Ltd. 
and Khilendra Paudel, CEO, 
IME Ltd. Nepal delivered the 
keynote addresses virtually 
from Kathmandu.

In his address, Bajracharya 
highlighted the importance of 
remittance in Nepal’s econo-
my, especially in reinforcing 
foreign reserves.

He pointed out that remit-
tances transmitted informally 
or unofficially might promote 
informal economy and illegal 
activities in the country.

Emphasising the produc-
tive utilisation of hard-earned 
remittances, Bajracharya in-

formed the audience of the 
various incentives introduced 
by Government of Nepal to 
promote remittance through 
formal banking channels.

Khilendra Paudel stressed 
that remitting money through 
formal banking channels is the 
main way of getting registered 
in the formal economy of the 
country.

He said this helps in attest-
ing the source of income and 
there is no risk of losing money 
in between. Sending money 
unofficially or informally is il-
legal and the sender runs a 
high risk of being cheated and 
remaining unpaid.

He highlighted that the 
Government of Nepal has ar-
ranged for 1 percent additional 
interest for people who remit 
their income through formal 
channels. Similarly, the Gov-
ernment has also announced 
an IPO quota for people work-
ing abroad.

Hemraj Subedi of Global 
IME Bank Limited, and Dipen-
dra Paudel, of IME Limited, 
made a presentation in the pro-
gramme highlighting the need 
to for remit money through for-
mal channels.

They also touched upon the 
incentives being provided by 
the Government of Nepal to fa-

cilitate the flow of remittances.
There was a question an-

swer session in which experts 
from Kathmandu answered 
queries from the participating 
expatriates in the online live 
session.

Charge D’ Affaires at the 
Embassy of Nepal in Doha, 
Lakshuman Khanal thanked 
the experts as well as the par-
ticipants for their valuable con-
tribution and active participa-
tion in the programme.

He stressed that remitting 
money through the formal 
banking channels is the right 
and legal thing to do.

Khanal shared there were 
unconfirmed reports that some 
people send money informally 
and unofficially sometimes 
due to lack of awareness of the 
process and at others due to 
the promised higher exchange 
rates. He advised that this is 
risky for the individual, for 
their families as well as to the 
society and the country.

Shedding light on some of 
the incentives the Government 
has announced for encourag-
ing remittance through formal 
channels, he requested the par-
ticipants to spread the message 
of the programme to each and 
every member of Nepali com-
munity.

Qatar to attend Arab media strategic 
plan meet to support Palestinian cause

Group ONE, Media City to develop live sports programming

QNA 
CAIRO

THE Technical Secretariat of 
the Council of Arab Informa-
tion Ministers will hold on 
Sunday in Cairo the fourth 
meeting of the media experts 
group concerned with evalu-
ating and updating the Arab 
media strategy action plan 
abroad, especially regarding 
supporting the Palestinian 
cause. 

Qatar will be represented 
by the Qatar Media Corpora-

tion (QMC). 
The Arab League’s mem-

ber states and media organi-
sations and unions under the 
League’s umbrella will also 
participate in the two-day 
meeting.

Director of Planning, 
Quality and International 
Cooperation Department at 
QMC Ahmed Ghasab Al Hajri 
and Head of the International 
Cooperation and Agreements 
Department Sheikh Ahmed 
bin Thani Al Thani will repre-
sent the Qatar Media Corpora-

tion in the meeting.
During the meeting, the 

media experts group will dis-
cuss various aspects of the 
Arab media strategy action 
plan, which revolves around 
supporting the legitimate Pal-
estinian cause in international 
public opinion, especially 
among the political, legal and 
intellectual elites. 

Moreover, the experts will 
also discuss counterterrorism 
and conflicts of extremism, as 
well as honouring elements of 
the Arab civilisational and cul-

tural heritage.
The meeting will also coor-

dinate the member states and 
relevant media organisations’ 
perspectives to prepare a final 
draft to be submitted to the 
Council of Arab Information 
Ministers, most especially in 
relation to the completion of 
the launch of the media ob-
servatory for the sustainable 
development map and the in-
tegrated platform project, as 
part of the objective of a com-
prehensive evaluation of the 
Arab media action plan.

THE show also took home 
awards for “Best Non-Scripted 
Entertainment” and “Best Ad-
aptation of an Existing For-
mat” at the Asian Academy 
Creative Awards last year.

ONE and Media City are 
also in discussions to develop 
and produce live sports pro-
gramming, including studio 
shows that will enhance Qa-
tar’s production capabilities 
while attracting world-class 
media companies and talent 
to the country. Leveraging Qa-
tar’s strong infrastructure and 
global connectivity, ONE and 
Media City plan to create an 
esports hub for developers and 

other key stakeholders across 
the gaming ecosystem.

Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah 
bin Khalifa Al Thani, CEO of 
Media City Qatar, stated: “We 
are very excited to announce a 
partnership with Group ONE 
Holdings which will bring a 
global content creator to Doha 
and strengthen Qatar’s me-

dia ecosystem. Media City is 
focusing on enabling innova-
tive, creative media to flourish 
in Qatar and this partnership 
will be strategic in achieving 
this objective. We expect that 
this partnership will also cre-
ate a path for other global IP 
content creators to consider 
Qatar as a hub to build their 

presence.”
Chatri Sityodtong, Chair-

man & CEO of Group ONE 
Holdings, stated: “This part-
nership is extremely strategic 
as it marks our foray into the 
Middle East, a key market for 
ONE across all of our content 
offerings: general entertain-
ment, martial arts, and es-
ports. We are excited to bring 
ONE closer to all our fans in 
Qatar and across the Middle 
East. Media City has big ambi-
tions of establishing Qatar as a 
global media hub and we are 
committed to enhancing this 
vision while building world-
class content in Qatar to serve 
millions of fans around the 
world.”

Continued from page 1 

Charge D’ Affaires at the Embassy of Nepal in Doha, Lakshuman Khanal with and NRN Leader.

ETIAS does not replace Schengen visa: MoFA
QNA 
DOHA

THE Department of Consular 
Affairs of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs (MoFA) has clari-
fied that the European Travel 
Information and Authoriza-

tion System (ETIAS), which is 
scheduled to be launched by 
the countries of the European 
Union by the end of this year, 
is not considered as an alter-
native to the Schengen visa.

The Consular Affairs De-
partment stated that the ETIAS 

system is only for travellers 
who do not require a Schengen 
visa to enter the European Un-
ion and Schengen Area.

According to the new sys-
tem, if a traveller needs a 
Schengen visa, he will contin-
ue to do so, whereas travellers 

who did not need a Schengen 
visa will now need to apply for 
the ETIAS.

The Department explained 
that the ETIAS system is not 
considered a visa and it is not 
a substitute for the Schengen 
visa, but rather a travel au-

thorisation for travellers from 
about 59 Schengen-exempt 
countries. On the other hand, 
travellers from non-Schengen-
exempt countries will still con-
tinue to obtain a Schengen visa 
as usual in order to enter the 
European Union countries.

QC, Qatar Finance 
and Business 
Academy ink 
cooperation pact

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Charity has signed an 
agreement with Qatar Finance 
and Business Academy in coop-
eration with Northumbria Uni-
versity regarding cooperation in 
the field of development and hu-
manitarian work for financially 
distressed students.

Student support
Under the agreement, the 

two parties will explore oppor-
tunities for studies and research, 
develop volunteer work among 
students, in addition to promot-
ing the values of solidarity and 
social work among students, to 
support financially distressed 
students by creating an electron-
ic account under the name “Uni-
versity Student Support Project” 
dedicated to Northumbria Uni-
versity students and paying for 
them according to the social sta-
tus of the students.

The financially distressed 
students will be transferred to 
Qatar Charity to study their 
social cases to determine their 
eligibility for the required assis-
tance.

In return, the charitable 
initiatives of the students will 
be absorbed and supported with 
expertise and resources, in addi-
tion to facilitating the research 
conducted by the students.

Qatar Charity’s employees 
will also participate in relevant 
training programmes related to 
development issues, humanitar-
ian work and the management 
of non-profit organisations.

Volunteer work
In this context, Faisal Rashid 

Al-Fahida, Assistant CEO of the 
Programmes and Community 
Development Sector, welcomed 
this step and said: “Qatar Char-

ity is keen to strengthen cooper-
ation and establish partnerships 
with the relevant authorities in 
the local community, especially 
in the field of social solidarity, 
which supports the continuation 
of young people who are unable 
to pursue their university educa-
tion. We also focus on spreading 
the culture of volunteer work 
and supporting initiatives in this 
field, especially among young 
people, so we are happy to sign 
this agreement today with the 
Qatar Finance and Business 
Academy in cooperation with 
Northumbria University.”

For his part, Khalifa Al Ya-
fei, Acting President of the Qa-
tar Finance and Business Acad-
emy, said: “The importance of 
this agreement between Qatar 
Charity and the Qatar Finance 
and Business Academy in co-
operation with Northumbria 
University lies in supporting 
financially distressed students 
at the university, as well as 
creating opportunities for vol-
unteer work through joint pro-
grammes with Qatar Charity. 
It is related to humanitarian 
work. Through this partner-
ship, we aspire to provide an 
opportunity for students to 
complete their higher educa-
tion while encouraging them 
to participate in voluntary and 
humanitarian initiatives organ-
ised by the association and help 
develop their skills.”

The agreement was signed 
by Faisal Rashid Al-Fahida, As-
sistant CEO of Programmes and 
Community Development Sec-
tor, and on behalf of Qatar Fi-
nance and Business Academy in 
cooperation with Northumbria 
University, Khalifa Al Yafei, Act-
ing President of Qatar Finance 
and Business Academy.

Tajik community commemorates 
25th Unity Day in graceful mode

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

TAJIK Community in Qatar 
commemorated 25th anniver-
sary of Unity Day at a simple and 
graceful function held at the Dip-
lomatic Club Doha on Thursday.

The event was attended 
Ambassador of Tajikistan to 
Qatar HE Khisrav Sohibzoda, 
members of Tajik business and 
professional community and 
officials of Tajikistan embassy. 
Ambassador Sohibzoda con-
gratulated his compatriots and 
wished them and their families 
peace, unity, happiness and 
wellbeing.

He said, “June 27th is a mile-
stone and important date for our 
noble people since the young 
and independent Tajik state was 
saved from the threat of disap-
pearance and the nation was 
saved from split. 25 years before, 
it became the start of the process 
of revival from the destructions 
caused by the imposed war and 
creation of our homeland.”

He added, “Tajik peace is the 
highest reflection of willingness 
and the will of our peace-loving 
people. From the very first days 
of attaining peace, we started 
building a state with a message 
on peace, for the sake of peace 
and stability of our country, hap-
piness and pride of our noble na-
tion and future generations. We 
intend to continue this policy 
onwards.”

Tajik envoy showed grati-

tude to President of Tajikistan 
Emomali Rahmon for his un-
precedented efforts to strength-
en national statehood pillars, 
protect borders of their ancestors 
homeland, ensure the national 
integrity and protect peaceful 
environment and strengthen na-
tional consciousness.

He added that Tajikistan 
president was able to protect and 
strengthen national values and 
take the country towards devel-
opment and modernisation in 
spite of uneven circumstances 
and by sacrificing thousands of 
valiant sons of the nation.

He said, “The leader of Ta-
jik nation, Emomali Rahmon 
has acknowledged repeatedly 
that he was proud of brave and 
constructive people of Tajikistan 
and was fully confident that with 
the support of our wise people 
we will overcome all difficul-
ties in our life, reach the desires 
and initiatives we commenced, 
thanks to our dedicated efforts 

to strengthen our national state-
hood and ensure development of 
our independent country.”

Sohibzoda expressed con-
cerns about the tragic events 
taking place in various corners 
of the world as a result of expan-
sion of extremist and terrorist 
groups’ activities. 

“Horrifying terrorist acts 
have been taking place even in 
developed countries. People 
are leaving their residence ar-
eas and homelands to save their 
lives and those of children. Peo-
ple escaping to peaceful and safe 
countries become victims in on 
their pathway to safety,” he said. 

He said the integrity and 
unity as the sources of happiness 
and welfare of the Tajik people, 
development of democratic, 
law-based and secular state will 
always remain strong.

Youngsters at the event per-
formed national folk songs and 
joined dinner hosted by embassy 
of Tajikistan.

Ambassador of Tajikistan to Qatar HE Khisrav Sohibzoda with commu-
nity members and embassy officials at 25th anniversary of Unity Day.
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Tribune news neTwork
Doha

OOredOO, pioneer of high-
speed mobile internet, has 
announced that it will be one 
of the main sponsors of the 
upcoming Lusail Winter Won-
derland leisure attraction. 

The signing ceremony be-
tween Ooredoo and estithmar 
Holding was held at Ooredoo 
Tower in West Bay, doha on 
Thursday, June 23. 

The agreement was signed 
by Moza Khalid Al-Muhanna-
di, director of CSr, Sponsor-
ship and Media at Ooredoo; 
and Henrik Christiansen, 
Group Chief executive Officer 
of estithmar Holding; in the 
presence of Sheikh Moham-
med bin Abdulla Al Thani, 
deputy Group Chief executive 
Officer and Chief executive Of-
ficer of Ooredoo Qatar; Sheikh 
Nasser bin Hamad bin Nasser 
Al Thani, Chief Commer-
cial Officer of Ooredoo; and 
Moutaz Al Khayyat, Chairman 
of estithmar Holding. 

One immediate outcome 
of this new synergy is that 
the event’s rollercoaster at-
traction will be named The 
Ooredoo 5G. Going forward, 
it is anticipated that both en-
terprises will cross over sig-
nificantly in their social media 
activities. For instance, future 
viewers of Ooredoo content 
will be able to see exclusive 
materials created and filmed 
at the world-class entertain-
ment destination.

With 1.5 million people 
expected to visit Lusail Win-
ter Wonderland annually, 
the world-class theme park is 
set to be an important leisure 
destination that will contrib-
ute significantly to attracting 
regional tourists and enhanc-
ing the tourism and entertain-
ment experience in Qatar. 

Lusail Winter Wonderland 
will be managed and oper-
ated by IMG, a global leader 
in events and media and the 

producer and operator of Lon-
don’s famous Hyde Park Win-
ter Wonderland and owner of 
other major global events. 

Christiansen said, “We are 
pleased to partner with Oore-
doo and welcome their signifi-
cant contribution to sponsor 
Lusail Winter Wonderland, 
the unique attraction expected 
to attract tourists from around 
the world. We believe that our 
world-class hospitality and 
entertainment projects im-

prove the tourism and enter-
tainment experience in Qatar, 
and diversify the options for 
the community and tourists. 
estithmar Holding aims to be 
an active contributor to the 
growth of tourism internally 
and to consolidate Qatar’s po-
sition on the global tourism 
scene.” 

On her part, Muhannadi 
said, “We are delighted to be 
working with Lusail Winter 
Wonderland as one of the 
main sponsors. Qatar is fast 
becoming one of the most pop-
ular tourist destinations in the 
world, and we are always ex-
cited to see new attractions be-
ing added to the already exten-
sive list of tourist and leisure 
destinations in our country. 

“With the Ooredoo name 
prominently displayed at the 
venue, the naming of The 
Ooredoo 5G and the on-site 
Ooredoo booth, this sponsor-
ship represents an excellent 
opportunity for continued cus-
tomer engagement.”

Ooredoo inks sponsorship pact 
with Lusail Winter Wonderland

High demand for QEERI book on ‘Sustainable Energy-Water-Environment Nexus in Deserts’

Dohatna Innovative Distribution opens Qatar’s largest Samsung outlet
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

exPANdING the presence of 
Samsung electronics outlets 
in Qatar, Ali Bin Ali Holding’s 
dohatna Innovative distribu-
tion has launched the sixth 
dohatna Samsung outlet in 
doha. The new store at the 
luxurious Place Vendome 
Mall was ceremoniously in-
augurated by the Chairman & 
President of Ali Bin Ali Hold-
ing Adel Ali bin Ali on June 22. 

Also present at the event 
were Managing director of 
Samsung - Qatar Branch Yong 
Jae Lee, General Manager of 
dohatna Innovative distribu-
tion Mohammad Imran and 
division Manager of dohatna 
retail Consumer electronics 
Ganesh Mithra Parthajee, VIP 
guests and members of the lo-
cal media. 

Located on the first floor of 
the latest luxury destination of 

Qatar, the new dohatna Sam-
sung showroom is centrally 
placed. The 205sqm showroom 
is the biggest Samsung show-
room in Qatar with the largest 
display area among all Sam-
sung stores in the country. It 
offers the best customer expe-
rience, complemented by well-
informed and friendly staff. 

The new Samsung store 
was opened to the public with 
a grand ribbon-cutting cer-
emony following which the 
guests got a chance to experi-
ence the store and the Sam-
sung products offered there. 
refreshments and canapes 
were passed around to add to 
the celebration. 

The new outlet has the full 
brand line-up of Samsung mo-
bile phones, tablets and acces-
sories and is sure to become 
a favourite among Samsung 
loyalists. On the occasion of 
the launch, the new dohatna 
Samsung electronics outlet 

will be giving out freebies and 
offering some exclusive pro-
motions on selected items.

Speaking at the launch 
event, Adel Ali Bin Ali said: 
“Ali Bin Ali Holding is proud of 

its long-standing association 
with Samsung Gulf electron-
ics. Samsung offers some of 
the best digital solutions in the 
market and we are glad that 
we collaborate with them to 

bring that to the people of Qa-
tar. This is the sixth dohatna 
Samsung outlet in Qatar and 
we look forward to strengthen-
ing our ties and expanding the 
brand’s presence together.”

Honeywell Chairman and CEO 
visits Aspire Zone Foundation

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

A high-level delegation head-
ed by Chargé d’Affaires of the 
US embassy in Qatar evyenia 
Sidereas and Chairman and 
CeO of Honeywell darius Ad-
amczyk visited Aspire Zone 
Foundation recently. 

Honeywell is a key sup-
plier of building management 
and access control systems 
for all FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 stadiums. 

The delegation was accom-
panied by Abdulla Nasser Al 
Naemi, director-general of As-
pire Logistics at Aspire Zone 
Foundation.

The delegation began its 
visit with a tour of the Sports 
Accelerator, including the As-
pire Command and Control 
Centre for sports facilities. 

engineer Hamad Ahmed 
Al Mohannadi, director of the 
Command Centre, said: “The 
centre aims to raise the level 
of operational efficiency for 

Qatar 2022 World Cup stadi-
ums. The centre monitors and 
controls all systems, safety 
of facilities, communications 
and information technology 
systems, with teams present 
around the clock to ensure the 
health and safety of facilities.”

For his part, Naemi said, 
“The visit of Mr. darius Adam-
czyk and Mrs. evyenia Sidere-
as is a great honour for the or-
ganisation and an opportunity 
for them to see the application 
of the latest technologies for 
our sports centres first-hand, 
including our use of innova-
tive software to enable remote, 
centralised control across our 
facilities. These technologies 
are playing a pivotal role in en-
suring the readiness of the sta-
diums to host the World Cup 
and all future sporting events.”

during the visit, Adamczyk 
expressed his admiration of 
the facilities and pride in Hon-
eywell’s role as a key technol-
ogy provider to Qatar’s sports 
infrastructure.

With 1.5 million people 
expected to visit Lusail 
Winter Wonderland 
annually, the world-class 
theme park is set to be 
an important leisure 
destination that will 
contribute significantly 
to attracting regional 
tourists and enhancing 
the tourism and enter-
tainment experience in 
Qatar

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

A new book released by Qatar 
environment and energy re-
search Institute (QeerI), part 
of Hamad Bin Khalifa Uni-
versity (HBKU), titled ‘Sus-
tainable energy-Water-envi-
ronment Nexus in deserts’, 
has been accessed more than 
194,000 times since its publi-
cation by Springer Nature in 
May 2022.

The book is a compilation 
of select proceedings from 
QeerI’s flagship Internation-
al Conference on Sustainable 
energy-Water-environment 
Nexus in desert Climate (IC-
SeWeN19), inaugurated in 
december 2019. It was edited 
by dr Marc Vermeersch, ex-
ecutive director of QeerI, dr 
essam Heggy, chief scientist, 
and dr Veronica Bermudez, 
senior research director at 
QeerI’s energy Centre, and 
the chair of ICSeWeN19.

The 112 proceedings were 
selected based on their signifi-
cant contribution to advancing 
knowledge of the complexity 
of the imbalanced eWe nex-
us in harsh desert climates. 
They also reflect the breadth 
of discussions at the success-

ful conference. ICSeWeN19 
was attended by over 500 
researchers, scientists, engi-
neers, and stakeholders, with 
high-level scientific exchanges 
on operational-level solutions 
applicable on a national, re-
gional and international scale. 

dr Marc Vermeersch said: 
“We are delighted by the 
book’s wide appeal. It reflects 
our aim, through ICSeWeN, 
to bring together the interna-
tional scientific community, 
industry and stakeholders. 
Intensifying our collaborative 

efforts is proving urgent as 
we strive to remove barriers 
to implement the solutions 
and innovations necessary to 
achieve global environmental 
sustainability goals.”

Providing a comprehen-
sive updated framework, the 

book’s three main chapters 
describe case studies and pro-
gress on water, energy and en-
vironmental questions, with a 
fourth chapter on policies and 
community outreach. 

dr Veronica Bermudez 
added: “A pivotal conclusion 
from this important book is 
the need to optimise the eWe 
nexus in arid areas, on both a 
research and policy level. One 

means to accomplish this is by 
collectively doing more case 
studies that offer insights into 
the factors governing the nexus 
in these environments. These 
will help identify tangible and 
appropriate solutions for im-
mediate implementation.”

Importantly, Sustainable 
energy-Water-environment 
Nexus in deserts bridges the gap 
between research and industry, 
and highlights the research ca-
pabilities relevant to Qatar, the 
region and internationally.

One of the book’s key con-
clusions is that the eWe nexus 
is a key element not only for 
the sustainability of arid ar-
eas, but also for their future 
socioeconomic and political 
stability. To address this as a 
priority, QeerI is committed 
to collaborative work with the 
wider scientific community, 
through initiatives such as IC-
SeWeN and other efforts that 
advance technology and inno-
vative approaches.
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Turkish Airlines gets 
top environmental 
compliance certificate
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Turkish Airlines has re-
ceived the stage-2 certifi-
cate signifying the highest 
level of compliance with the 
iATA Environmental Assess-
ment (iEnvA) programme. 
The iEnvA programme is an 
evaluation system designed 
to independently assess and 
improve the environmental 
management of an airline. 
By being the first airline that 
was qualified directly for this 
certificate, the Turkish flag 
carrier proved itself to be a 
pioneer in the skies when it 
comes to environmental op-
erations.

Turkish Airlines Chair-
man of the Board and Ex-
ecutive Committee Prof Dr 
Ahmet Bolat received the 
certificate on behalf of Turk-
ish Airlines at the 78th An-
nual General Meeting (AGM) 
and World Air Transport 
summit organised in Doha. 
With iATA (international 
Air Transport Association) 
evaluating airlines all over 
the world under eight differ-
ent categories containing 92 
requirements in the sustain-
ability focused programme, 
evaluation areas are listed 
as Leadership, Environment 
Management Plans, system 
and Documentation, Devel-
opment.

On the success of the 
flag carrier, Turkish Air-

lines Chairman of the Board 
and the Executive Commit-
tee Prof Dr Ahmet Bolat 
said: “Apart from carrying 
passengers between conti-
nents we are also carrying 
the cultural, environmental 
and financial values to to-
morrow. While doing that, 
we are focusing on how to 
use up our today less on our 
operations while protect-
ing our future. While we are 
opening our wings above 
our world, we are aware 
that we also have to carry 
that world to future. 

“As the airline that flies 
to more countries than any 
other, we love every part of 
our world and add value to 
each and every one of our 
destinations. We showed 
our dedication on this area 
by becoming the first airline 
that qualified directly for 
the stage 2 certificate which 
signifies the highest level of 
compliance with the iEnvA, 
a program designed as an 
“Environmental Manage-
ment system” for aviation by 
iATA.”

Developing sustainable 
projects for every stage of its 
flight and ground operations 
in the recent years, Turkish 
Airlines’ success is the fruit 
of systemically controlling 
environmental effects along 
with sustainable steps taken 
in flight, cabin, office, train-
ing and maintenance pro-
cesses.

IIS celebrates Int’l Yoga Day
Tribune news service

Doha

iDEAL indian school organ-
ised a special yoga session for 
its students on the occasion of 
the 8th international Yoga Day 
under the theme ‘Yoga for hu-
manity’. The programme was 
organised by the Department 
of Physical Education wherein 
nearly 500 students demon-
strated various yoga asanas 
with great enthusiasm. The 
event focused on educating stu-
dents about the benefits of yoga 
in enhancing holistic develop-
ment by achieving the balance 
between body and mind.

students did warm-up and 
stretching exercises before 
performing various sitting 
and standing asanas. Venika 

Anil of class iX explained the 
importance and benefits yoga 
of during the demonstration. 
Ann Mary, assistant sports 
secretary, also spoke on the 

occasion. head girl hanin 
shamsheer welcomed the 
gathering and sports secretary 
Fahad Abdullah proposed a 
vote of thanks.

Turkish Technic completes Boeing
777-300ER landing gear overhaul
Tribune news neTwork

Turkey

Turkish Technic, a leading 
provider of technical services 
and solutions for commercial 
aircraft and their compo-
nents, has recently completed 
its first Boeing B777-300Er 
landing gear overhaul. 

The completion of the 
landing gear overhaul of one 
of the Boeing’s new genera-
tion long-range aircraft, 777-
300Er, makes Turkish Tech-
nic one of the most competent 
landing gear overhaul provid-
ers in the world.

increasing its competi-
tiveness in the sector with its 
newly gained aircraft type and 
component capabilities while 
increasing its service portfolio 
in the last few years, Turkish 
Technic has added a signifi-
cant milestone in this regard 

as the landing gear shipset for 
the 777-300Er type is vastly 
different from other Boeing 
777 models and 777-300Er 
type is entering into fleets of 
more airlines every day. 

On the completion of the 
first Boeing 777-300Er land-
ing gear set overhaul, CEO of 
Turkish Technic Mikail Ak-
bulut said, “Our landing gear 
overhaul numbers increased 
40 percent in 2021, totaling 
216 landing gear shipsets. 
Completing our first 777-
300Er landing gear overhaul 
marks a significant milestone 
in our service portfolio. 

“in addition to aircraft 
maintenance, our expertise 
in landing gear maintenance, 
repair and overhaul gives us a 
very high level of confidence 
in meeting the needs and ex-
pectations of our customers. 
We are happy to be able to 

deliver our first Boeing B777-
300Er landing gear over to 
our customer on time and 
within budget. i thank our 
team for their hard work and 
commitment.”

As a one-stop mainte-
nance, repair and operations 
(MrO) company with high-

quality services, competitive 
turnaround times and com-
prehensive in-house capa-
bilities at its state-of-the-art 
workshops and hangars, 
Turkish Technic provides 
comprehensive landing gear 
services for Airbus A319, 
A320, A321, A330 enhanced, 

A330 family, A340, Boeing 
737 Next Generation and 777-
300Er.

Turkish Technic, an as-
sociation of Turkish Air-
lines group companies, is 
one of the world’s leading 
aviation services providers, 
where comprehensive main-
tenance, repair, overhaul, 
modification and reconfigu-
ration services are performed 
with a highly qualified work-
force of 9,000 staff within 
istanbul Ataturk Airport, 
sabiha Gokcen Airport and 
istanbul Airport facilities 
on two separate continents. 
Aside from its engineering 
and maintenance activities, 
Turkish Technic supports 
aircraft operators and own-
ers globally with encom-
passing component pooling, 
design, certification and pro-
duction services.

Turkish Airlines joins
IATA ‘25by2025’ drive
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

Turkish Airlines has re-
iterated its commitment to 
diversification and inclusion 
by signing on the ‘25by2025’ 
campaign organised by the 
international Air Transport 
Association (iATA) at the 78th 
iATA Annual General Meeting 
held recently in Doha.

With this commitment, 
the flag carrier of Turkey aims 
to change the female repre-
sentation in its management 
and in areas where women are 
underrepresented by 25 per-
cent, or up to a minimum of 
25 percent by 2025.

After the signing ceremo-

ny held at iATA AGM, Chair-
man of the Board and the Ex-
ecutive Committee of Turkish 
Airlines Prof Dr Ahmet Bolat 
stated: “Turkish Airlines will 
continue to work with indus-

try stakeholders to ensure 
greater representation for 
women in our industry, and 
close the gender gap. Today, 
not just in Turkey but in 95 
cities around to world ranging 

from Tokyo to New York, from 
Zanzibar to stockholm, our 
woman managers are working 
to elevate our brand and we 
reach further with their sup-
port every year. By realizing 
our commitment to 25by2025 
initiative, we will increase the 
activity and contributions of 
our woman colleagues both in 
the skies and on the ground.”

iATA Director General 
Willie Walsh stated: “i wel-
come Turkish Airlines com-
mitment to the 25by2025 
initiative. seeing diversity 
and inclusion as a strength 
is key to addressing gender 
balance within the industry. 
25by2025 helps bridge that 
gap and today we see a strong 

commitment from across the 
industry to make that hap-
pen. Turkish Airlines sets a 
positive example for others 
to follow which is key today 
as we focus on attracting and 
retaining talent.”

By pledging its support, 
sustainability leader Turkish 
Airlines commits to a mul-
tifaceted approach that em-
phasizes the value of women 
in workforce and agrees to 
report annually on key diver-
sity metrics, joining over 100 
aviation-sector companies 
in committing to increase fe-
male representation in sen-
ior roles and in areas where 
women are traditionally un-
der-represented.

MES educates pupils about
importance of oral hygiene

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

As part of the community out-
reach, the MEs indian school, 
in collaboration with kings 
Dental Center, conducted an 
oral health awareness pro-
gramme at the Conference hall 
recently for the students of 
grades iii and iV. 

The resource persons of 
the session Dr sajna Zahir, 
MDs, pedodontist; Dr rashmi 
Bangera, MDs, oral patholo-
gist; and Dr safir Aziz, admin 
and practice manager at kings 
Dental Centre, focused on 

general awareness of the need 
for oral health and hygiene 
among children. 

About 400 students from 
grades iii and iV attended the 

event.
The session also focused 

on good oral hygiene practices, 
quiz for students, prizes and 
gifts for winners and distribu-

tion of vouchers. Praseela k.A, 
shiju sebastian, Gincy Wilson, 
from the Department of health 
and Welfare, coordinated the 
programme.

MES students win big at Int’l Hindi Olympiad
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

A total of 35 students from 
MEs indian school participat-
ed in an online international 
hindi Olympiad organised by 
hindi Vikas sansthan (hindi 
Development institute) and 
brought laurels to the school.

Manuel Melvin (ii), Mahin 
Malik (iii) and syed Dawar 
Abbas (Viii) won gold, silver 
and bronze medals, respec-
tively. 

hindi Vikas sansthan 
(hindi Development institute) 

is dedicated to working for the 
enrichment, establishment 
and development of the hindi 

Language at the global level. 
it organises hindi Olympiad 
and other competitions with 

an objective to create interest 
in learning the hindi language 
among students and enhance 
their talent and reward the 
gifted students.

M.E.s indian school Prin-
cipal hameeda kadar congrat-
ulated the winners by honour-
ing them with medals. 

rajendran s, renuka G 
and Pradnya Pande, coordi-
nators, of the Department of 
hindi, Boys’, Girls and Jun-
ior sections, respectively, and 
Nasreena, teacher at the De-
partment of hindi, were pre-
sent on the occasion.



Agencies 

A 16-year-old Palestin-
ian teenager has died af-
ter being shot by Israeli 
soldiers in the occupied 
West Bank, according to 
Palestinian officials.

Mohammad Abdal-
lah Hamed was shot and 
wounded by Israeli gun-
fire on Friday evening 
near the town of Silwad, 
northeast of Ramallah, 
and was taken away by 
Israeli forces, the official 
Palestinian news agency 
Wafa reported.

It said the teen died in 
Israeli custody, and that 
the army was expected to 
release the body later on 
Saturday.

The Palestinian for-
eign ministry described 
his killing as an “execu-
tion”.

The mayor of Silwad 
said residents had “an-
nounced a general strike 
in the village denouncing 
this crime”.

The Israeli military 
said soldiers had fired at a 
group of Palestinians who 
were throwing stones 
along a main highway. 

It confirmed shooting 
one person, but gave no 
further details on their 
condition or wherea-
bouts.

“Soldiers at the scene 
operated to stop the sus-
pects in accordance with 
standard operating pro-
cedures, using live fire as 
a last resort,” it said.

More than 60 Pales-
tinians have been killed 
by Israeli forces this year, 
many of them in raids, ac-
cording to the Palestinian 
health ministry.

Al Jazeera journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh was 
killed by Israeli forces on 
May 11 while she was cov-
ering a raid of Jenin, in 
the occupied West Bank.

At least 19 people 
have been killed in Israel 
in attacks by Palestinian 
individuals since March.

Nearly 500,000 Is-
raeli settlers live in more 
than 130 settlements 
scattered across the West 
Bank, many of which are 
fully built up and now re-
semble suburbs or small 
towns. 

Nearly 3 million Pal-
estinians live in the West 
Bank under Israeli mili-
tary rule.

The Palestinians and 
much of the international 
community view the set-
tlements as a violation of 
international law and an 
obstacle to peace because 
they absorb and divide up 
the land on which a future 
Palestinian state would 
be established.

Israel forces 
kill Palestine 
teenager in 
West Bank

Agencies 

BANglAdeSH’S Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina on Saturday 
celebrated the opening of the 
country’s longest bridge, which 
took eight years to build amid 
setbacks involving political con-
flict and corruption allegations.

The 6.51-kilometer (4.04-
mile) bridge spanning the Pad-
ma River cost an estimated $3.6 
billion and was paid for with 
domestic funds after the World 
Bank and other global lending 
agencies declined to finance the 
project following a graft scandal 
involving a Canadian construc-
tion company.

The bridge, which will open 
to the public on Sunday, will 
slash the distance between the 
capital, dhaka, and Bangla-
desh’s second largest seaport, 
Mongla, by 100 kilometers (62 
miles).

“The bridge belongs to the 
people of Bangladesh. It en-
capsulates our passion, crea-
tivity, courage, endurance and 
perseverance,” Hasina said at 
a ceremony in Mawa, about 31 
kilometers (19 miles) southwest 
of dhaka.

While not directly part of 
China’s Belt and Road infra-
structure initiative, the bridge 
was built by the China Major 
Bridge engineering Company 
ltd. and is seen by Beijing as 
a milestone for cooperation 
with Bangladesh, according to 
a statement by China’s Ambas-
sador li Jiming.

The China Railway group 
has said the Padma Bridge will 
later feature a rail network that 
connects with other Belt and 
Road projects and will serve 
as an important link between 
China and a pan-Asian rail net-
work. economists say the Pad-
ma Bridge will increase Bangla-
desh’s gross domestic product 
by an additional 1.3% per year, 
adding to robust growth projec-
tions from the Asian develop-
ment Bank that predict Bang-
ladesh’s $465 billion economy 
will grow by 6.9% in 2021-22, 
and 7.1% in 2022-23.

Officials said the bridge will 
connect at least 21 districts in 
the southern and southwestern 
regions of Bangladesh.

experts say the construction 
of the bridge, which involved 
more than 4,000 engineers, 
was a major technical challenge. 
The underwater pilings extend 
122 meters (400 feet) deep, a 
world record, and it requires 
41 pillars. At some points in the 
river, the water flow volume 
ranks second globally only after 
the Amazon River.

Bangladesh 
marks opening  
of country’s  
longest bridge

Volunteers prepare to distribute relief materials for the earthquake victims in Gayan district, Paktika province on Friday. (AFP)

Agencies 

AFgHANISTAN’S deadly 
earthquake this week struck 
one of the poorest corners of a 
country that has been hollowed 
out by increasing poverty. 
even as more aid arrived Sat-
urday, many residents have no 
idea how they will rebuild the 
thousands of homes destroyed 
in villages strung through the 
mountains.

The quake, which state 
media says killed at least 1,150 
people, hit hardest in a region 
of high mountains where Pak-
tika and Khost provinces meet 
by the Pakistani border. There 
is little fertile land, so residents 
eke out what they can while 
largely relying on money sent 
by relatives who have migrated 
to Pakistan, Iran or further 
abroad for jobs.

every one of the nearly two 
dozen homes in one village, Mi-
radin, were reduced to rubble 
by Wednesday’s quake. In the 
rainy nights since, its several 
hundred residents have been 
sleeping in nearby woods and 
had still not received the aid 
that was slowly making its way 
into quake-hit areas.

Miradin residents told the 
Associated Press they wor-
ried whether they’d be able to 
rebuild before the harsh win-
ter hits, in only a few months. 

Summer is short in the moun-
tains, nights are already chilly.

It’s a fear felt across the 
quake-hit region, where nearly 
3,000 homes are believed to 
have been destroyed.

“We are facing many prob-
lems. We need all kind of sup-
port, and we request the in-
ternational community and 
Afghans who can help to come 
forward and help us,” said daw-
lat Khan, a resident of Paktika’s 
gayan district. Five members 
of his family were injured when 
his house collapsed.

Among the dead from 
Wednesday’s magnitude 6 
quake are 121 children and that 
figure is expected to climb, said 
the U.N. children’s agency rep-
resentative in Afghanistan. He 
said close to 70 children were 
injured. An aftershock Friday 
took five more lives.

The total toll of 1,150 dead 
and at least 1,600 injured was 
reported by the Afghan state 
news agency Bakhtar. The 
United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs has put the death toll at 
770 people. either toll would 
make the quake Afghanistan’s 
deadliest in two decades. More 
aid was piling in on Saturday.

At Urgan, the main city in 
Paktika province, U.N. World 
Health Organization medical 
supplies were unloaded at the 

main hospital. In quake-hit vil-
lages, UNICeF delivered blan-
kets, basic supplies and tarps 
for the homeless to use as tents.

In the district of Spera in 
Khost province on Saturday, 
UNICeF distributed water pu-
rification tablets along with 
soap and other hygiene materi-
als. Aid groups said they feared 
cholera could break out after 
damage to water and hygiene 
systems.

New cargo flights of aid 
supplies arrived in Afghanistan 
from Pakistan, Uzbekistan and 
Turkmenistan, officials said. 

Pakistan’s government and 
a Pakistani charity had already 
sent 13 trucks carrying food, 
tents, life-saving medicine and 
other essential items, and Pa-

kistan has opened some bor-
der crossings for injured to be 
brought in for treatment.

Overstretched aid agencies 
said the disaster underscored 
the need for the international 
community to rethink its fi-
nancial cut-off of Afghanistan 
since Taliban insurgents seized 
the country 10 months ago. 
That policy, halting billions in 
development aid and freezing 
vital reserves, has helped push 
the economy into collapse and 
plunge Afghanistan deeper into 
humanitarian crises and near 
famine.

The effort to help the vic-
tims has been slowed both by 
geography and by Afghani-
stan’s decimated condition.

Rutted roads through the 
mountains, already slow to 
drive on, were made worse by 
quake damage and rain. The 
International Red Cross has 
five health facilities in the re-
gion, but damage to the roads 
made it difficult for those in the 
worse-hit areas to reach them, 
said lucien Christen, ICRC 
spokesman in Afghanistan.

Aid groups said that while 
they are rushing to help the 
quake victims, keeping Afghan-
istan just above catastrophe 
through humanitarian pro-
grams is not sustainable.

“We are basically letting 
25 million Afghan people to 

starve, to die, not to be able to 
earn their own living if we keep 
on with this financial block-
ade,” said Rossella Miccio, 
president of the aid organiza-
tion emergency that operates a 
network of healthcare facilities 
and surgical centers across Af-
ghanistan.

Afghanistan’s economy had 
been reliant on international 
donor support even before the 
Taliban takeover last August 
as the U.S. and its NATO allies 
were withdrawing their forces, 
ending a 20-year war.

World governments halted 
billions in development aid and 
froze billions more in Afghani-
stan’s currency reserves, refus-
ing to recognize the Taliban 
government and demanding 
they allow a more inclusive rule 
and respect human rights. 

The former insurgents have 
resisted the pressure, imposing 
restrictions on the freedoms 
of women and girls that recall 
their first time in power in the 
late 1990s.

The cut-off yanked the 
props out from under the 
economy. Now nearly half the 
population of 38 million can-
not meet their basic food needs 
because of poverty. Most civil 
servants, including doctors, 
nurses and teachers, have not 
been paid for months, and sala-
ries remain sporadic.

Deadly quake a new blow to 
Afghans reeling from poverty
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121 children 
killed
Among the dead from 
Wednesday’s magnitude 6 
quake are 121 children and 
that figure is expected to 
climb, said the U.N. children’s 
agency representative in 
Afghanistan

The bridge, which will 
open to the public on 
Sunday, will slash the dis-
tance between the capital, 
Dhaka, and Bangladesh’s 
second largest seaport, 
Mongla, by 100 kilometres
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• A final performance bond of 10% from the final amount of the contract must be presented and must be valid for a duration of 90 days after the 
completion of work, and that is 15 days after the acceptance letter.       

• Place the proposal in the tender Box of QSL. The office is located in al bidda tower in the Dafna region on the 23th floor, unit 80 ( Mr. Omar Al 
maraghi) The proposal must be directed to the Head of the tender Committee. The number of the tender must be mentioned as well as the subject 
and it should be register by the secretary of the tender committee which should be before 12:30PM, Doha timing from the closing date.

• Quotations must be in Qatari riyals.
• The proposal must include fixed prices.
• No modification is allowed after closing dates. If the participants wish to withdraw, the performance bond will not be reimbursed.
• Proposals must be submitted in one original and two copies along with a copy of the tender bond.
• Any proposal can be rejected if the participant is not willing to adhere to the conditions, kindly submit the technical proposal and the financial 

proposal in separate envelopes. Any proposal that does not include the 2 envelopes as indicated in the policy won’t be accepted.
• For any additional information please don’t hesitate to contact us by phone: (44754011) or by ( fax) (44754041).

Closing date
Method of envelop 

presentation
Document Fees

( QR)
tender bond

(QR)
Subject

Tender 

number

06/07/2022
2 envelopes

(technical and financial)
500 8000 Cleaning Services 6/2022

Tender Advertisement موؤ�س�سة دوري جنوم قطر
جلنة املناق�سات واملزايدات
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H
is Highness the Amir of state of 
Qatar sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani’s official visit to Egypt 
has received wide interest from 
various Egyptian circles, which 

stressed the importance of the visit that 
came at the invitation of President Ab-
del Fattah El sisi, considering it as a 
strong starting point for bilateral rela-
tions and the joint Arab action process, 
especially in light of the current regional 
and international challenges.

speaking to QNA, former Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Egypt Mohamed 
Al Orabi said that HH the Amir’s visit 
to Egypt is not just a visit between two 
countries or a meeting between two 
leaders, but rather it will lay the foun-
dations of a new strategy in facing the 
current challenges, adding that it will 
have a positive impact on joint Arab ac-
tion. He explained that Qatar has a great 
international prestige that it has gained 
as a result of a realistic policy based on 
the idea of trying to solve problems by 
peaceful means, which was evident in 
the Afghan crisis.

He pointed out that the visit of HH 
the Amir to Egypt has another impor-
tant sign, which is that it comes at a 
pivotal stage that will have its aftermath 
in the bilateral relations between Doha 
and Cairo.

He added that it demonstrates in 
practice a new stage in which relations 
are moving to the point of a strategic 
alignment. There are complex interna-
tional circumstances that require Arab 
countries to unite and stand united, 
which is reflected in the mutual inter-
est between the two brotherly countries 
to enhance joint cooperation in this re-
gard.

Al Orabi pointed out that all files 
need deep consultation to adopt a uni-
fied strategy based on a common vision 
and a sense that danger is imposing on 
everyone, which calls for Arab solidar-
ity and a unified Arab description that 
can face the dangers that come from all 
directions in the coming period.

The former Egyptian foreign minis-
ter noted that the visit is also of para-

mount importance, as it comes before 
the summit of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and the United states 
of America hosted by the Kingdom of 
saudi Arabia, therefore, the talks of the 
two leaders aim to crystallize common 
visions on the issues that will be raised 
in that upcoming summit.

in a statement to QNA, Chairman 
of the Foreign, Arab and African Affairs 
Committee of the Egyptian senate Effat 
El sadat underlined that the big official 
reception of President Abdel Fattah El 
sisi to HH the Amir reflects Egypt’s love 
and appreciation for HH the Amir, gov-
ernment, and people of Qatar.

He said that HH the Amir’s visit to 
Egypt comes within the framework of 
mutual appreciation between the two 
countries, noting that it also came in the 
context of balanced political consensus 
and continued dialogue with the broth-
ers in Qatar throughout the past periods 
to restore relations to normal.

El sadat added that HH the Amir of 
the state of Qatar is a lively, dynamic, 
and youthful personality, who has a 
wise look for the future of his country 
and Egypt shares this promising future 
with him. He stressed that Qatar has a 
great status in Egypt.

Concerning economic cooperation 
relations, El sadat said Egypt is a prom-
ising market for Qatari investment op-
portunities and in light of the economic 
conditions that the countries of the 
world are going through, Qatar gives its 
priorities to invest in Egypt, which re-
flects the appreciation of the brothers in 
Qatar for Egypt, wishing Qatar further 
development and progress. 

On the Arab level, El sadat stressed 
that the Arabs have a common destiny 
and that Egyptian-Qatari relations will 
have a positive impact on the Arab re-
gion in general, and on the Gulf region 
in particular, due to the political and 
geographical position of both countries.

in the same context, the member of 
the Egyptian Council for Foreign Affairs, 
and former Egyptian Assistant Foreign 
Minister Ahmed Hassan Rakha told 
QNA that the visit of HH the Amir to 
Egypt aims to restore Arab unity, which 
is crucial, especially in light of the chal-
lenges facing the Arab world, whether in 
the Gulf region or the Mediterranean.

He elaborated that the visit of HH 
the Amir certainly proves that what 
unites the two brotherly countries is 
much greater than what divides them, 
stressing in this regard the importance 

of investing in the many points of agree-
ment to solve the problems and issues of 
concern to the Arab nation for the sake 
of their countries and peoples on the 
basis of the firm conviction that the one 
Arab family there to stay.

Rakha noted that HH the Amir’s vis-
it also comes in light of the preparations 
for the upcoming summit called for by 
the Kingdom of saudi Arabia between 
Us President Joe Biden and the leaders 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Egypt, 
Jordan, and iraq.

speaking to QNA, the Advisor to 
the Al Ahram Center for Political and 
strategic studies Gamal Abdel Gawad 
confirmed that the visit of HH the 
Amir is evidence that the relations be-
tween the two countries are entering 
a new phase based on cooperation in 
many fields, which is certainly found-
ed on a great political and strategic 
understanding.

He added that the situation in the 
Middle East and the turbulence of re-
gional and international conditions 
require major transformations mani-
festing in reconciliations, alliances, and 
the strengthening of relations between 
countries so that the region can suc-
cessfully deal with the very dangerous 
international and regional pressures. 
He stressed that the unity of the entire 
Arab front is a necessity, especially as 
the negative repercussions of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian crisis burden all world 
countries, including the Arab countries, 
especially in terms of the economy.

For his part, Ezzat ibrahim, Editor-
in-Chief of “Al Ahram Weekly” and Al 
Ahram’s English edition newspapers, 
told QNA that the visit of HH the Amir 
confirms that the bilateral relations are 
going according to the understandings 
reached to launch strong joint coopera-
tion and build on the strength of rela-
tions between both peoples, whose rela-
tionship has not been interrupted for a 
single day.

He further expected that the visit of 
HH the Amir would have an important 
impact on economic relations in the 
short term and that it would make a ma-
jor qualitative leap in investments, fa-
cilitating for more funds to be pumped 
into the Egyptian economy.
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‘Qatar Keen To Implement Its International Obligations’
QNA
Doha

D
iRECTOR of Legal Affairs 
Department at the Admin-
istrative Control and Trans-
parency Authority (ACTA) 
Mohammed bin Khalid 

Al sada has stressed that Qatar is 
keen to implement its international 
obligations.

He said the authority, in coordi-
nation with the concerned national 
team, implemented the United Na-
tions Convention against Corrup-
tion (UNCAC).

in an exclusive interview with 
Qatar News Agency (QNA), Al sada 
said since its establishment, the 
authority has been preparing pro-
grammes and strategies that would 
enhance transparency and integrity 
in the country, the most important 
of which is the national strategy to 
enhance integrity and transparency 
and prevent corruption, and its ex-
ecutive plan (2022-2026) in coop-
eration and coordination with the 
authorities related to the integrity 
and transparency system and the 
prevention and control of corrup-
tion in the country. 

in preparing the strategy, it re-
lied on a set of national, regional 
and international references, in-
cluding the permanent constitution 
of Qatar and the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030.

He indicated that the authority 
also launched many projects to en-
hance integrity and transparency, 

such as the strategic partnerships 
and the signing of memoranda of 
understanding between it and sev-
eral other entities in the country 
and abroad.

He pointed to the authority’s 
role in developing human resources 
by setting up educational and train-
ing programmes, in addition to pro-
posing measures that contribute to 
introducing the phenomenon of 
corruption, its effects and risks, and 
contributing to the development of 
internal regulations related to trans-
parency and integrity in national 
authorities.

Among the authority’s compe-
tence is to propose the necessary 
legislation to prevent and combat 
corruption, Al sada said, adding 
that the authority has also prepared 
a charter of conduct and integrity 
for public officials, which was based 
on its preparation for many national 
and international references, and 
the concerned authorities were in-
volved, led by the national team 
concerned with the implementation 
of UNCAC.

He explained that the aforemen-
tioned charter meets the highest in-
ternational standards, which are in-
cluded in international charters and 
treaties, foremost of which is the 
United Nations Convention against 
Corruption, the international Code 
of Conduct for Public Officials is-
sued by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, codes of professional 
conduct, and public service ethics 
for many countries of the world.

Al sada also indicated that the 
authority is working on prepar-
ing the supplier and Contractor 
integrity Charter with the aim of 
strengthening the systems, mecha-
nisms and procedures governing 
the contracting and supplying op-
erations in ministries, other gov-
ernment agencies and public bodies 
and institutions. 

The Charter is an integral part 
of the Public Officials integrity 
Charter, because it deals with the 
second party of the government 

procurement procedures (suppliers 
and contractors). The charter also 
enhances the system of tenders and 
biddings in the state through pro-
moting the requirements of con-
tractors or suppliers to government 
agencies, he said.

He added that ACTA respond-
ed to the best international prac-
tices, taking into account the so-
cial and legislative environment 
of Qatar, and through this project, 
it seeks to enhance the position of 
the state of Qatar at the regional 

and international levels, as a pio-
neering model in its legislative 
structure in terms of keeping pace 
with the highest international 
standards of transparency.

He noted that this project 
aims to enhance transparency and 
respond to the trend towards a 
knowledge society, and to estab-
lish clear rules for the disclosure 
of information in the various state 
authorities; to facilitate service 
recipients, improve performance 
in the government sector, and fa-
cilitate follow-up of decisions and 
programs for various state agen-
cies. it also aims to contribute to 
improving the investment climate. 
Ensuring access to accurate and 
up-to-date information is impor-
tant for any investor to identify 
investment factors and fulfill the 
obligations of the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption.

The strategy aims at promoting 
the integrity and responsiveness to 
the knowledge society and estab-
lishing clear rules for the disclo-
sure of information by various state 
agencies to facilitate provision of 
services to recipients and raise the 
level of performance in the govern-
mental sector. it also aims at con-
tributing to improve the investment 
climate, and access to accurate and 
up-to-date information is impor-
tant for any investor to identify in-
vestment factors and meeting the 
obligations of the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption.

Al sada said that Qatar has 

many relevant initiatives at the 
international level including the 
launch of ‘’ HH the Amir sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani’s in-
ternational Anti-Corruption Excel-
lence Award”, and the hosting of 
the Conference of the states Parties 
to the United Nations Convention 
against Corruption, noting that the 
Administrative Control and Trans-
parency Authority is also work-
ing to enhance cooperation with 
regional and international bodies 
and organizations concerned with 
combating corruption to empha-
size the authority’s commitment 
with regional organizations.

He stressed that the authority is 
keen, in cooperation with interna-
tional organizations, to implement 
the United Nations Convention 
against Corruption, as the author-
ity has adopted a project aimed at 
monitoring the most important 
international indicators related to 
transparency and integrity, and 
studying the position of Qatar and 
its development in these interna-
tional indicators in cooperation 
with the relevant international and 
national authorities.

He indicated that the author-
ity has opened direct channels of 
communication with the public 
to receive their complaints about 
behavior involving corruption and 
lack of integrity, and to take the 
necessary practical measures to 
verify these complaints, in coordi-
nation with the concerned authori-
ties in the country.

THE Biden administration this week launched a 
broadside against Big Tobacco in an effort to break 
its hold over millions of Americans. The Food and 

Drug Administration on Tuesday announced it will 
seek a rule forcing dramatic reduction in the amount 
of nicotine in cigarettes, to render them less addictive 
and make it easier for smokers to quit. it won’t be easy 
to implement — cigarette manufacturers will view it as 
an existential fight, and their political allies will join 
them. But with some 1,300 Americans a day dying 
from tobacco-related causes, it’s a fight worth having.

Close to a half-million Americans die annually 
from the effects of smoking (or second-hand smoke), 
making it the leading preventable cause of death in 
the U.s. Virtually no smoker today is unaware of the 
health risks — they’ve been widely known to the public 
for generations — but the addictive nature of cigarettes 
keeps them puffing. The addiction comes primarily 
from nicotine, a naturally occurring substance in to-
bacco that isn’t dangerous in itself, but which creates 
a craving that keeps smokers hooked and vulnerable 
to the hundreds of known hazardous chemicals in each 
cigarette.

The FDA announcement is the beginning of what 
will almost certainly be a yearslong effort to force the 
cigarette companies to reduce nicotine in cigarettes to 
“minimally addictive or non-addictive levels,” as the 
agency put it in a posted statement. The stated goal 
is to reduce “the likelihood that future generations of 
young people become addicted to cigarettes and help 
more currently addicted smokers to quit.”

it’s long been clear that nicotine is no mere byprod-
uct in cigarettes, but a potent tool the tobacco compa-
nies use to hook their customers young and keep them 
for life. indeed, the industry has acknowledged in in-
ternal documents and various legal settlements over 
the years that it intentionally manipulated nicotine 
content to make quitting more difficult.

Nonetheless, the industry this week is already try-
ing out its arguments against the FDA’s nicotine-re-
duction proposal. Among those arguments, The New 
York Times reports, is that lower-nicotine cigarettes 
could actually prompt people to smoke more in order 
to get the same level of nicotine. But research has found 
that, in fact, dramatically cutting back nicotine levels in 
cigarettes has the opposite effect, ultimately blunting 
the craving and causing people to smoke less.

Others warn that black markets will arise for high-
nicotine cigarettes. That’s unlikely, since there are le-
gal, cheaper ways to get a nicotine fix, including gums, 
patches and vaping (which comes with its own poten-
tial health issues, but is certainly safer than smoking).

The ultimate argument in favor of the FDA’s move 
is simple: Cigarettes are both addictive and deadly. if 
they can’t be made less deadly — and decades of fruit-
less efforts by the industry itself indicate they can’t — 
then they can be, and should be, made less addictive.

Biden’s Move To 
Make Cigarettes 
Less Addictive 

Is The Right 
Fight To Have

HH the Amir’s visit to Egypt demonstrates a new stage in which 
relations are moving to the point of a strategic alignment. 
There are complex international circumstances that require 

Arab countries to unite and stand united, which is reflected in the 
mutual interest between the two brotherly countries to enhance joint 
cooperation in this regard.
— Mohamed Al Orabi, former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt
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FIERCE BATTLE

dpa
Munich

Only 4,000 people came to the 
most important demonstration 
held ahead of the G7 summit on 
Saturday, far fewer than expect-
ed, Munich police spokesperson 
Andreas Franken said.

Ahead of the demonstration 
in Munich, billed as a large-scale 
protest, Bavarian police said 
they expected at least 20,000 
participants, possibly far more 
if the weather was good.

Some activists were dis-
mayed at the low turnout. 
“We are disappointed,” said 
46-year-old Andrea, a Green-
peace activist from Hanover.

While organizations were 

present, it appeared that few 
members of the public had 
joined the rally, she said, add-
ing that the weather “is not 
that bad.” Rally organizer Uwe 
Hiksch, of naturfreunden, 
agreed that attendance was 
“clearly below” what they had 
expected. However, he said 
that the lower turnout num-
bers had been anticipated even 
some 10 days ago.

Hiksch said he had “the 
impression that quite a lot of 
people are unsettled by the war 
in Ukraine” and so decided to 
stay away.

The demonstration was or-
ganized by 15 groups critical of 
globalization, including Attac 
and environmental campaign-

ers WWF.
The rally called for a phase-

out of fossil fuels, protection of 
animal and plant diversity, so-
cial justice and action against 
hunger.

The call-out says: “Climate 
crisis, species extinction, in-
equality: the G7 countries bear 
responsibility for the fact that 
the global social and ecologi-
cal crises are coming to an ever 
more dramatic head. Put an 

end to it. There is another way 
to do justice.” The G7 sum-
mit is being held at Elmau 
palace resort near the Bavar-
ian Alpine resort of Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, starting on 
Sunday.

Germany is hosting the 
three-day summit, to be at-
tended by the heads of state 
and government of the seven 
leading industrialized coun-
tries.

Some 18,000 police offic-
ers are deployed around the 
summit. Police reported mi-
nor scuffles between activists 
and officers after one demon-
strator was taken into custody.

near the summit venue it-
self, police were carrying out 

checks on access roads at 20 
locations, to allow delivery 
traffic and tourists with book-
ings to pass but turn other ve-
hicles away.

So far, officials had not 
stopped anyone they suspected 
of planning to make trouble, 
according to the spokesperson 
for the Bavarian police at the 
G7 summit, Carolin Englert.

However, close to the ven-
ue, she said detention cells in 
containers were ready, with 
capacity for about 150 people.

Meanwhile the Federal 
Police had made a few arrests 
unrelated to the summit, after 
setting up an independent set 
of checkpoints, a spokesperson 
said on Friday.

Only 4,000 protesters show up to major G7 demonstration in Munich

dpa
Kiev

UkRAiniAn fighters repelled 
attacks by Russian forces tar-
geting an important supply 
route for the eastern city of 
lysychansk, according to the 
latest report by the General 
Staff on Saturday.

near Bachmut, Ukrainian 
fighters halted infantry attacks 
between Volodymyrivka and 
Pokrovske the report said. A 
key supply route from Bach-
mut to lysychansk passes 
those two towns.

Russian forces are now 
concentrating heavy fire on 
the city of lysychansk, which 
is across the river from Severo-
donetsk, a major urban cen-
tre that kiev’s forces recently 
conceded after weeks of heavy 
fighting.

Moscow’s troops are tar-
geting the city with artillery 
and aerial fire, as the next stra-
tegic target in Russia’s aim to 
claim Donbass.

Russian troops are also 
trying to blockade the city 
from the south, according to 
the staff report. Earlier, Rus-
sia’s military reported it had 
blockaded lysychansk from 
the south.

Ukrainian fighters are 
managing to hold off Rus-
sian forces in the Slovyansk - 
kramatorsk - kostiantynivka 
area despite charges from the 
north and the south.

Further south, Russian 
forces are trying to regain ar-
eas in kherson they had pre-
viously held and then lost. 
Russia occupied the area at 
the start of the war but some 
parts have since been retaken 
by Ukrainian fighters.

in the view of the British 
Defence Ministry, Ukraine is 
likely re-configuring its de-

fence of the Severodonetsk-
lysychansk area as Russian 
armoured units continue to 

make creeping gains on the 
southern edge of the urban 
area.

The analysts also said the 
Russian high command has 
highly likely removed several 

generals from key operational 
command roles in the war 
since the start of June.

“These includes the com-
mander of Airborne Forces 
(VDV) General-Colonel An-
drei Serdyukov; and com-
mander Southern Group of 
Forces (SGF) General of the 
Army Alexandr Dvornikov,” 
the ministry said in its daily 
update.

“Command of the SGF is 
likely to transfer to Colonel-
General Sergei Surovikin, as 
SGF continues to perform a 
central part in Russia’s of-
fensive in the Donbas. For 
over thirty years, Surovikin’s 
career has been dogged with 
allegations of corruption and 
brutality,” the update said.

Concerns about brutality 
were also voiced by the wife 
of Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, who accused 
Russian troops of sexual vio-
lence in her country.

Olena Zelenska compared 
the invading troops to terror-
ist militia islamic State, in 
comments to Die Welt news-
paper. She referred to nobel 
Peace Prize winner nadia Mu-
rad, who was enslaved by iS, 
saying, “it’s terrible to say it, 
but many Ukrainian women 
experience the same under oc-
cupation.” “Because the Rus-
sian occupiers are no better 
than iS terrorists,” Zelenska 
said.

She also called on Ukrain-
ians who fled the fighting to 
return once it is safe and help 
with reconstruction, saying 
they were needed. More than 
1,600 schools, 600 hospitals 
and countless homes have been 
destroyed, she said. “But we are 
already starting to rebuild so 
that at least some of the hospi-
tals and schools will be usable 
again by the autumn.”

A woman walks past a shell crater in front of a damaged residential building in the town of Siversk, 
Donetsk region recently. (afp)

dpa
Berlin

kiEV Mayor Vitali klitschko 
issued a demand for clarifi-
cation after a slew of deep 
fake videos fooled mayors in 
Vienna, Berlin and Madrid 
into thinking they were talk-
ing with him.

“This is criminal energy. 
it must be urgently inves-
tigated who is behind it,” 
klitschko said in a video 
shared by Germany’s Bild 
newspaper on Saturday.

“Deep fakes” can take 
the form of technically so-
phisticated videos that ap-
pear to realistically depict 
the speech and actions of a 
person in real life.

“Several mayors in Eu-
rope have been contacted 
by a fake klitschko who 
has said absurd things,” 
klitschko said, adding that 
talks would only be organ-
ized through official chan-
nels in kiev.

He also never needs a 
translator for talks in Ger-
man or English, he added.

Earlier, German state se-
curity officials began inves-
tigations into a person who 
appeared to be klitschko 
and who spoke with Berlin 
Mayor Franziska Giffey.

Police assume the inci-
dent was politically moti-
vated, a spokesperson told 
dpa. The state police are re-
sponsible for politically mo-
tivated crime.

Friday’s call with a man 
claiming to be klitschko 
broke off after about 15 min-
utes as the suspicion grew 
he was an imposter.

Giffey’s spokeswoman 
lisa Frerichs said the first 
quarter of an hour was 
“completely unremark-
able,” then topics arose that 
raised the mayor’s doubts, 

such as when he wanted to 
talk about Ukrainians “try-
ing to obtain social benefits 
in Berlin.” Frerichs said the 
last topic, on gay rights, was 
even more unusual: “He 
asked if we could support 
kiev in an advisory capacity 
to host some kind of [Pride 
event]. That was already 
more than strange in light 
of the war.” The connec-
tion was then terminated or 
broken off, according to the 
Berlin mayor’s office.

At the beginning of the 
conversation, Giffey said she 
was asked if the talk could be 
held in Russian and trans-
lated, she said in a tweet. 
She said she paid relatively 
little attention to the voice of 
her conversation partner, as 
she was following the trans-
lation.

The mayor’s administra-
tive staff later said in a tweet 
that Ukraine’s ambassador 
to Germany, Andriy Mel-
nyk, confirmed that Giffey 
had not been talking to 
klitschko.

The mayor’s office as-
sumes that digital manipu-
lation was involved.

“From all appearances, 
we are dealing with ‘deep 
fake,’” Frerichs said.

Vienna’s Mayor Michael 
ludwig said he spotted 
something strange about 
the sound during what he 
thought was a conversation 
with klitschko.

The man he thought was 
the kiev mayor became un-
usually demanding towards 
the end of the call, ludwig 
told the ORF broadcaster. 
“But it would not have made 
me now somehow question 
that,” he said.

ludwig called the case 
annoying but “not a big 
problem,” given they did not 
address any difficult topics.

Mayor of Kiev 
Klitschko demands 
clarification after 
‘deep fake’ videos

No ‘psychological’ change from me, says UK PM as pressure mounts
dpa

london

BRiTiSH Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson has insisted he 
will not undergo a “psycholog-
ical transformation” as pres-
sure piles on his leadership in 
the wake of the conservatives’ 
double by-election defeat.

Johnson said he must 
“humbly and sincerely” accept 
any criticism he receives in 
his job, but he argued every 
Government gets “buffeted” 
by bad by-election results 
mid-term.

He claimed voters are 
tired of hearing about what 
he is “alleged to have done 
wrong,” and called instead for 
a focus on “what we’re doing 
for them.” it comes as the loss 
of two crunch by-elections 
in yorkshire and Devon and 
Oliver Dowden’s sudden 
resignation as conservative 
chairman have threatened to 
pitch the PM’s leadership into 
a fresh crisis.

Speaking to BBC Radio 4’s 
Today on Saturday, Johnson 
said his role is to look at exact-
ly what happened and “think 
which criticisms really mat-
ter.” Put to him that Dowden 
had said as he resigned that 
business could not continue as 
usual, the PM said: “if you’re 
saying you want me to under-
go some sort of psychological 
transformation, i think that 
our listeners would know that 
is not going to happen.

“What you can do, and 
what the government should 
do, and what i want to do, is 
to get on with changing and 
reforming and improving our 
systems and our economy.” 
Despite some early specula-
tion in the wake of the by-
election results in Wakefield 
and Tiverton and Honiton, 
Dowden was the sole Cabinet 
minister to tender his resigna-
tion.

That has not stopped con-
servative rebels reportedly us-
ing the defeats as the spring-

board for the latest attempted 
heave against the Prime 
Minister, with the Times sug-
gesting opponents of Johnson 
are planning a takeover of the 
1922 Committee of Conserva-

tive backbenchers in a bid 
to change the rules to allow 
another confidence vote on his 
leadership.

Johnson told Today the 
only argument of “substance” 

for a change of direction he 
has heard from his critics is 
for the Uk to return to the EU 
single market.

“i would say to them, you 
know, with great respect - and 
i love all these people - but 
don’t forget that the only ac-
tual argument that i’ve heard 
some of my critics make of 
substance about the change of 
direction they’d like to see is 
for us to go back into the EU 
single market,” he said.

“That’s literally the only 
manifesto point that i’ve seen.” 
On what lessons he will take 
from the by-election results, 
he said: “i draw the conclu-
sion the voters are heartily sick 
of hearing about me and the 
things i’m alleged to have done 
wrong.

“What they want to hear 
is what we’re doing for them. 
And what i’m setting out for 
you, or trying to set out, is 
the ambitions we have (for) 
the country.” Johnson sug-
gested he would stand down 

as Prime Minister if it was put 
to him he had to “abandon 
the Ukrainian cause.” But he 
later denied saying this was 
the only principle that would 
trigger his resignation.

“i didn’t say that - you 
asked me for an example of a 
matter of principle, i came up 
with one,” he said.

The departure of Dowden 
may also prompt a reshuffle 
in the Prime Minister’s top 
team, with reports that Priti 
Patel could be asked to leave 
her Home Secretary role to 
become party chair.

The liberal Democrats 
said Johnson’s comments 
show “this leopard has no in-
tention of changing his spots.” 
The Prime Minister also told 
Sky news by-elections can 
allow people the “safety valve” 
of letting off at governments.

Asked on Saturday about 
his prior comments that he 
expects voters to beat him up, 
he said: “Well, i was speaking 
metaphorically and what i 

mean is that when you’re the 
leader of a country, in good 
times and in bad, you have to 
think about the criticisms that 
you get.” He added: “What 
i’m saying is politics is about 
allowing people to have the 
democratic safety valve of let-
ting off at governments, such 
as in by-elections. But then the 
job of a leader is to say, well, 
what is the criticism that really 
matters here? “And i think 
back to what i was saying, i 
think it’s, for a long time peo-
ple were hearing not enough 
about the things that really 
matter.” in the by-election in 
Tiverton and Honiton, Devon, 
a dramatic swing of almost 
30% from the Conservatives 
to the liberal Democrats saw 
Richard Foord secure a major-
ity of 6,144.

in Wakefield, West york-
shire, Simon lightwood was 
elected with a majority of 
4,925 on a swing of 12.7% 
from the Conservatives to 
labour.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson in Kigali on Saturday. (afp)

Protesters take part in demonstration called for by Greenpeace, Attac 
and other organisations ahead of the G7 Summit at the Theresien-
wiese in Munich on Saturday. (afp)
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Ukrainian fighters hold off 
Russians to defend key 
supply route to Lysychansk

Kiev The eastern ukrainian 
city of Severodonetsk, which 
was besieged for weeks as 
Moscow tried to gain control, 
is now completely occupied by 
russian troops, Mayor olek-
sandr Striuk said on Saturday.

The occupiers have begun 
enforcing russian rule and 
have appointed a commander, 
Striuk said, according to the 
Kiev-based news agency 
unian.

according to him, ukrain-
ian troops loyal to the govern-

ment have largely withdrawn 
from the city and taken up 
various positions, but did not 
elaborate.

it was unclear where Striuk 
was speaking from.

They mayor said there 
were still civilians sheltering 
at the azot chemical plant, 
which was the last stand 
of ukrainian resistance in 
Severodonetsk before the rus-
sian takeover. he did not give 
a number.

according to the russian 

state agency ria novosti, the 
azot site is now under the 
control of russian troops and 
separatist fighters.

The pro-russian separa-
tists said that more than 800 
civilians have left the plant 
since they took charge, the 
russian news agency interfax 
reported on Saturday.

Severodonetsk had a 
pre-war population of about 
100,000. The mayor said sev-
eral thousand still remained in 
the city. (dpa)

Severodonetsk is fully occupied by Russian forces: Mayor

 Police reported minor 
scuffles between activists 
and officers after one 
demonstrator was taken 
into custody



dpa 
OslO 

The Norwegian security ser-
vice raised the country’s terror 
alert level to the highest level 
on Saturday, hours after a 
gunmen opened fire at an LG-
BTQ nightclub in central Oslo 
on the eve of the city’s Pride 
parade.

The danger of a terrorist 
threat was “exceptionally” high, 
the head of the PST security ser-
vice said.

Roger Berg said the ear-
ly Saturday shooting, which 
claimed two lives and injured at 
least 21 other people, was con-
sidered an Islamist-motivated 
terrorist attack.

Norway’s terrorist alert level 
is now five. Previously it was 
three.

The gunman fired in and 
around the London Pub, a bar 
and nightclub which bills itself 
as Oslo’s “gay headquarters 
since 1979.” Shots were also 
fired at other venues nearby, in 
an area of the city known for its 
night-life.

Witnesses said they saw a 
man with a bag arrive at the 
scene, take out a gun and start 
shooting. Panic ensued.

Members of the public 
helped in the arrest of the sus-
pect and police later thanked 
them for their efforts.

Of the 21 people injured, 
police said 10 were in serious 
condition.

One man who died was in 
his 50s, the other in his 60s.

Police Inspector Tore Soldal 
said that the attacker was a Nor-
wegian citizen of Iranian origin. 
They found a pistol and an as-
sault rifle during a search of his 
flat. Both were unregistered.

Investigator Christian hatlo 
told newspaper VG that the 
42-year-old had committed 

criminal offences in the past and 
had been sentenced to several 
months in prison for drug of-
fences.

The suspect’s defence attor-
ney, John Christian elden, told 
Norwegian broadcaster NRK 
that his client was interrogated 
by police on Saturday afternoon. 
he said it was too early to speak 
about a possible motivation and 
that the man’s mental health 
needs to be evaluated.

Norwegian Prime Minis-
ter Jonas Gahr Støre offered 
his condolences to the victims’ 
families. Oslo had experienced 
a “cruel and deeply shocking 
attack,” he said in a Facebook 
post.

he expressed his solidarity 
with the LGBTQ community, 

saying: “We stand with you.” 
Støre later visited the scene 
with Norwegian Crown Prince 
haakon Magnus. They placed 
a bouquet of flowers outside 
the London Pub while the 
the chimes of city hall played 
“Somewhere Over the Rain-
bow.” Former prime minister 
erna Solberg described the act 
as an “attack on love” and on the 
freedom to love whomever you 
like.

Large areas of Oslo’s party 
mile were cordoned off on Sat-
urday as police continue their 
investigations.

People had been celebrat-
ing in the city centre late into 
the long summer evening ahead 
of the planned Pride parade 
and bars, restaurants and other 

buildings were festooned with 
rainbow flags.

By Saturday evening rain-
bow flags were flying across the 
city, including on government 
buildings and embassies.

Oslo Mayor Marianne Bor-
gen had earlier told journalists 
how much the city was looking 
forward to the event - it would 
have been the first time since the 
coronavirus pandemic erupted.

The parade, which would 
have been Oslo’s 40th Pride 
march, was cancelled by organ-
izers on the advice of police. 
Nevertheless, several thousand 
shocked and grieving people 
marched along the planned 
route in the afternoon, accord-
ing to Norwegian media.

Norway’s 85-year-old King 

harald V said he and his fam-
ily were “horrified” by the crime 
and that the nation “must stand 
together” to defend freedom and 
diversity.

Condolences also poured in 
from leaders around the world.

German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz tweeted: “The attack 
against the queer community 
in Oslo shocks me deeply. My 
thoughts are with the families 
of the victims. I wish the injured 
a speedy recovery. The Norwe-
gian people can rest assured of 
our sympathy. The fight against 
terror unites us.” “I am shocked 
by the heinous attack on inno-
cent people in Oslo yesterday 
evening,” european Commis-
sion President Ursula von der 
Leyen tweeted.

Norway raises terror alert 
level after deadly shooting

The body of a victim is carried from a crime scene in Oslo on Saturday. (afp)

No progress 
on Swedish, 
Finnish NATO 
bids: Erdogan

dpa 
Istanbul 

SWedeN and Finland have yet 
to take “concrete and sincere” 
steps to ease Turkish concerns 
before their proposed NATO 
accession, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip erdogan told 
NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg in a phone call on 
Saturday.

erdogan’s remarks come 
less than a week before a 
NATO leaders’ summit in Ma-
drid.

Turkey is currently the 
only NATO member to public-
ly block the start of the process 
of admitting Sweden and Fin-
land into the Western defence 
alliance, citing alleged support 
for the outlawed Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK).

The two Nordic states re-
ject Turkey’s accusations.

Turkey still expects to see 
Sweden and Finland “change 
their stance” regarding the 
PKK, erdogan said, according 
to a read-out from his office.

The two countries should 
also “guarantee” to lift an arms 
embargo, promising not to re-
sort to similar tactics in the fu-
ture, the Turkish leader added.

dpa 
lOndOn

RMT general secretary Mick 
Lynch said further industrial 
action has not been ruled out, 
as a fresh strike crippled train 
services across Britain on Sat-
urday.

Members of the Rail, Mari-
time and Transport (RMT) un-
ion walked out on Saturday for 
the third time this week, with 
little sign of a breakthrough in 

discussions between the union 
and rail operators.

Only a fifth of services are 
running and half of the lines 
are closed. Passengers have 
been warned by rail operators 
that they should only travel by 
train if necessary and to check 
their journey in advance.

Lynch said the union has 
not ruled out further strikes 
given there is little sign of a 
breakthrough to the dead-
locked row.

Speaking to the PA news 
agency at a picket line out-
side euston Station in central 
London on Saturday morning, 
he said: “We’re not ruling out 
strikes but we have not put 
down any dates for any strike 
action.

“We’re going to review 
with our national executive 
next week, who have been all 
the way round the country 
this week on the picket line, so 
we’re all going to get together 

the leadership of the union 
and see where we are.

“We are not going to name 
dates immediately and we’re 
going to continue working 
constructively with the com-
panies to strike a deal, but 
that is a really steep challenge 
at the moment because of the 
agenda they’ve got and the ef-
fects they want on our mem-
bers.

“Strike action’s not ruled 
out and it will have to take 

place if we do not get a deal, 
but we’re hoping that we can 
get a deal and we get some 
compromise.

“What we try to do is have 
the most effective strike ac-
tion if it needs to take place. 
We’re not just pretending. It’s 
got to be a coherent and effec-
tive strike action because we 
don’t want to waste our mem-
bers’ energy on something that 
doesn’t work. We’ll review that 
and see what we need to do if 

we need to take that action.” 
Lynch also hit out at the Gov-
ernment, saying many minis-
ters have “never done a hand’s 
turn”.

he said: “They’re not using 
the system that they want and 
they’ve never worked in this 
type of work.

“Many of them have never 
run a business, but they’ve also 
never worked on the tools. As 
my mother would say, they’ve 
never done a hand’s turn.

Further strikes possible as latest walkout cripples UK rail services

World

Morocco used force against migrants 
storming Melilla, say rights group

dpa 
Rabat 

MOROCCAN security forc-
es had used “unjustified” vio-
lence against migrants trying 
to break through a border 
fence between the North Afri-
can country and a Spanish ex-
clave, a local rights group said 
on Saturday.

On Friday, Morocco said a 
total of 18 migrants had died, 
and others among them and 
security forces were injured, 
during a mass attempt to 
storm the border to the Span-
ish exclave of Melilla.

however, an official at the 
independent Moroccan As-
sociation of human Rights, 
known by the French acro-
nym AMdh, believes the fi-
nal death toll is higher than 
reported.

“The number of those 
killed is unclear yet. AMdh 
is collecting information, but 
the association confirms that 
the death toll is high among 
the migrants or the security 
forces,” said Amin Abidar, 
the group’s head in the city of 
Nador near the border with 
Melilla.

AMdh had earlier report-

ed that 27 people were killed 
in the mayhem.

Migrants had been left 
trapped on the ground for 
hours without medical assis-
tance, Abidar told dpa.

Videos distributed by 
AMdh purportedly show 
dozens of migrants lying 
crammed on the ground sur-
rounded by security forces. 

One man is led away with 
blood on his head. One shot 
shows a uniformed man beat-
ing a man lying on the ground 
with a baton.

Abidar said the footage 
was taken by activists and 
their sympathizers.

Security forces used “un-
justified force” against the mi-
grants and “mistreated” them, 

according to Abidar.
he called on Moroccan 

authorities to open an “urgent 
and fair investigation” into 
the incident to identify those 
responsible.  Morocco’s state 
news agency MAP late Friday 
reported that 18 migrants died 
in the attempt, citing local 
authorities. They died in the 
crush or fell from the fence.

dozens of other migrants 
and 140 members of the Mo-
roccan security forces were in-
jured when they tried to stop 
the people, MAP added.

The Moroccan Interior 
Ministry accused the migrants 
of using violence.

Some 133 managed to en-
ter Spanish territory. Two par-
allel 6-metre high fences mark 
the border. europa Press re-
ported earlier, citing police, 
that migrants had forced open 
one of the gates.

Footage posted online 
showed those who made it 
through, mainly young men, 
running through the streets of 
Melilla and singing and danc-
ing with joy. They arrived at an 
emergency reception centre.

Morocco became inde-
pendent from France and 
Spain in 1956.

Nevertheless, Spain still 
holds two autonomous cities 
there: Melilla and Ceuta, 250 
kilometres further west on the 
Strait of Gibraltar.

Both are claimed by Rabat.
Near the two cities, tens of 

thousands of people, mainly 
from sub-Saharan Africa, of-
ten wait for a chance to enter 
the eU.

Over 12,000 
migrants have 
reached UK 
via Channel in 
2022: Data

dpa 
lOndOn

MORe than 12,000 people 
have reached the UK so far this 
year by crossing the english 
Channel in small boats, ac-
cording to figures collected by 
the PA news agency.

The milestone comes as 
British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said he would not 
give a figure by which Chan-
nel crossings needed to come 
down before the government’s 
Rwanda migrant policy could 
be declared a success.

According to figures of the 
Ministry of defence, 231 peo-
ple were intercepted in five 
boats crossing the Channel on 
Friday, June 24.

This brings the total of peo-
ple reaching the country for 
the year to 12,159.

Speaking on BBC Radio 4’s 
Today on the effectiveness of 
the Rwanda policy, Johnson: 
“I’m not going to give you a 
figure.”  

The busiest week for Chan-
nel crossings so far this year 
was April 11 to 17, when 1,792 
people were brought to shore 
- but the busiest seven-day 
period was 2,076 people who 
crossed in the seven days to 
April 19.

Crossings have continued 
despite the threat of asylum 
seekers being sent to Rwanda 
under new British home Office 
plans.

however, the first flight 
to Rwanda, planned for last 
June 14, was cancelled at the 
last minute following an order 
from the european Court of 
human Rights.

home Secretary Priti Patel 
has previously described the 
court’s decision as politically 
motivated while Justice Secre-
tary dominic Raab said it was 
wrong for the injunction to be 
granted.

agencies 

ChINA has reported zero 
new COVId-19 infections in 
Shanghai for the first time 
since March, as the country’s 
latest outbreak subsides af-
ter months of lockdowns 
and other restrictions.

China is the last major 
economy committed to a ze-
ro-COVId strategy, stamp-
ing out all infections with 
a combination of targeted 
lockdowns, mass testing and 
long quarantine periods.

The economic hub of 
Shanghai was forced into 
a months-long lockdown 
during a COVId surge this 
spring driven by the fast-
spreading Omicron variant, 
while the capital, Beijing, 
shuttered schools and offices 
for weeks over a separate 
outbreak.

But infections have 
slowed to a trickle in recent 
days, with Shanghai on Sat-
urday reporting zero locally 
transmitted cases for the 
first time since before the 
outbreak in early March.

“There were no new do-
mestic COVId-19 confirmed 
cases and no new domestic 
asymptomatic infections in 
Shanghai,” the city said in a 
statement.

The lockdown on Shang-
hai’s 25 million residents 
was mostly lifted in early 
June, but the metropolis 
has struggled to return to 
normal as individual neigh-
bourhoods have reimposed 
restrictions over new infec-
tions.

Millions of people in the 
city were temporarily locked 
down again two weeks ago 

after the government or-
dered a fresh mass testing 
campaign.

In Beijing, restrictions 
imposed in May were later 
eased as cases declined, but 
tightened again this month 
after a nightlife-linked infec-
tion cluster emerged.

After days of mass test-
ing and localised lockdowns, 
the “heaven Supermarket 
infection chain” – named 
after a popular bar visited by 
the patients – has now been 
effectively blocked, Beijing 
authorities said last week.

The city’s education 
bureau said Saturday that 
all elementary and middle 
school students could return 
to their classrooms for in-
person schooling on Mon-
day.

Beijing reported only 
two new local infections on 
Saturday.

however, China’s south-
ern manufacturing pow-
erhouse of Shenzhen said 
on Saturday it would close 
wholesale markets, cinemas 
and gyms in a central dis-
trict bordering hong Kong 
for three days after COVId 
cases were discovered there.

Chinese officials in-
sist the zero-COVId policy 
is necessary to prevent a 
healthcare calamity, point-
ing to unevenly distributed 
medical resources and low 
vaccination rates among the 
elderly.

But the strategy has 
hammered the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy and 
heavy-handed enforcement 
has triggered rare protests 
in the tightly controlled 
country.

Shanghai records 
zero COVID-19 
cases for first 
time since March

Moroccan security forces stand guard at the border fence separating Morocco from Spain’s North African 
Melilla enclave, near Nador, on Saturday. (afp)
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QATAR Islamic Bank (QIB) 
received four awards from 
the Middle East Economic 
Digest (MEED) MENA Bank-
ing Excellence Awards 2022 
in recognition of its out-
standing performance across 
retail and digital banking.  

With its comprehensive 
customer offering and focus 
on optimizing and digitizing 
its banking operations, QIB 
was named ‘MENA Retail 
Bank of the Year’, ‘Best Re-
tail Bank in Qatar’, ‘Best App 
for Customer Experience in 
the MENA region’, and ‘Ex-
cellence in Mobile Banking 
in the MENA region’. The 
awards reflect QIB’s commit-
ment in providing the most 
innovative banking services 
in the market and are a testa-
ment to its leading contribu-
tion to reshaping the banking 
scene in Qatar and beyond 

through seamless digital 
solutions and services that 
meet all customers’ banking 
needs.

Last year, QIB has 
launched an all-new version 
of its award-winning Mobile 
App. Creating a simplified 
and more engaging user ex-
perience, the App enables 
full and easy access to the 
Bank’s digital services, 24/7 
and from anywhere in the 
world. The App has seen the 
introduction of major func-
tionalities, bringing many 
new banking services for the 
first time to Qatar.

Taking digital banking a 
step further, QIB implement-
ed the latest technologies in 
its operations to ensure an 
end-to-end digital experi-
ence for its customers for all 
their financial needs allow-
ing customers to perform all 
their banking transactions 
from anywhere in the world. 
Whether starting a new re-

lationship with QIB, getting 
financing, or issuing a credit 
card, QIB’s digitalization 
program and the revamp of 
the Mobile App gives cus-
tomers full control and more 
flexibility to perform their 
banking needs remotely in 
just a few minutes.

QIB is the first bank in 
Qatar to introduce a digital 
Instant Credit Card solution 
via its Mobile App, and the 
first in Qatar to launch Visa 
Direct for customers to trans-
fer funds instantly to over 30 
countries in the MENA Re-
gion, Europe, and Asia. 

Moreover, QIB upgrad-
ed its banking experiences 
for new customers with the 
launch of the Digital On-
boarding process, allowing 
prospective customers to 
start a relationship with the 
bank by opening their ac-
counts in a fast, simple, and 

convenient way.
In addition, the Bank 

has introduced Zaki, which 
means smart in Arabic, the 
virtual assistant chatbot 
powered by artificial intelli-
gence (AI) allowing conver-
sations and help to be auto-
mated and machine learning 
(ML) algorithms driving con-
stant service improvements 
and CX-focused personali-
zation. The virtual assistant 
allows users to interact with 
the bank 24x7 in a much 
more efficient manner.  

QIB’s digitalization drive 
spans to its branches also, 
with new multifunctional 
ATMs and interac-tive teller 
machines; improved call 
center operations that link 
across channels; and better 
inte-gration of offline and 
online customer journeys.

D Anand, QIB’s General 
Manager – Personal Banking 
Group said: “We are pleased 
to receive these prestigious 

awards from the reputable 
MEED publication in recog-
nition of our retail and digital 
transformation efforts. These 
awards are a testament to 
our commitment towards in-
novation and customer cen-
tricity. Keeping customers’ 
needs at the core of our strat-
egy, we are determined to 
strengthen our position as a 
leader in digital transforma-
tion in Qatar and across the 
region.”

MEED, in partnership 
with GlobalData financial 
services publications Retail 
Banker International and 
Private Banker International 
have introduced the first edi-
tion of the MENA Banking 
Excellence Awards 2022. The 
2022 awards programme 
celebrates the best-in-class 
banking and financial ser-
vices institutions and indi-
viduals for their innovative 
offering and commitment to 
customer excellence.

QIB bags 4 titles at MEED MENA banking excellence awards
QIB has been recognized as ‘MENA Retail Bank of the Year’, ‘Best Retail Bank in Qatar’, ‘Best App for Customer Experience’ and for ‘Excellence in Mobile Banking’

Qatari Islamic finance assets rise 
20 percent to QR629 billion: Report
 Islamic banks accounted for 87 percent of these assets , says Bait Al Mashura’s fifth annual Islamic Finance Report
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

ISLAMIC finance assets in Qa-
tar grew at a rate of 20 percent 
in 2021 to reach QR629 billion 
($172 billion), an annual re-
port on Islamic finance in Qa-
tar has revealed.

Islamic banks accounted 
for 87 percent of these assets, 
it added. Islamic Sukuk ac-
counted for 11.6 percent and 
Takaful insurance companies 
0.8 percent. The remaining 
share is distributed to invest-
ment funds and other Islamic 
financial institutions, the re-
port said.

It should be noted that the 
rise in Islamic finance assets in 
Qatar in 2021 is mainly a re-
sult of the increase in the size 
of Islamic banks’ assets after 
the successful merger between 
Masraf Al Rayan and Gulf 
Commercial Bank (Khaleej). 

The report, prepared by 
Bait Al-Mashura Financial 
Consulting Company, discuss-
es the results of the activities of 
Islamic financial institutions 
for the year 2021. It also pro-
vides a clear overview of the 
performance of Islamic finance 
institutions and the financial 
and economic sector in Qatar, 
aiming to provide a knowledge 
base for institutions, research-
ers, and those interested in the 
local Islamic finance sector. 
The report views the results for 
the year 2021 with a cumula-
tive study for five years (2017-
2021).

In the Islamic banking 
sector, it said, the assets of Is-
lamic banks grew in 2021 by 
12.6 percent to reach QR507.4 
billion, deposits with Islamic 
banks jumped by 17.5 percent, 
the private sector deposits rep-
resented 54 percent, and fi-
nancings increased by 8.7 per-
cent, directed more towards 
the government sectors, real 
estate and personal finance. 
The revenues of Islamic banks 
increased by 2.6 percent and 
their profits amounted to ap-

proximately QR7.5 billion, 
with a growth rate of 10.7 per-
cent.

In the Takaful insurance 
sector, the assets of insurance 
policyholders amounted to 
QR2.3 billion, with a growth 
rate of 4.4 percent, and insur-
ance contributions amounted 
to QR1.4 billion, an increase 
of 7.4 percent, and insurance 
surpluses amounted to about 
QR113 million.

In Islamic finance compa-
nies, their assets amounted 
to QR2.5 billion, declining by 
3.6 percent, their finance de-
creased by 8 percent, and their 
revenues amounted to QR220 
million, a decrease of 9.2 per-
cent. Finance and investment 
are 96 percent of these total 
revenues. The results of Is-
lamic finance companies’ busi-
ness varied between achieving 
total profits exceeding QR117 
million and incurring losses 
amounting to approximately 
QR7 million.

In the field of Islamic 
Sukuk, and with the resump-
tion of the Qatar Central Bank 
issuing government Sukuk, the 
issued Sukuk (government and 
Islamic bank Sukuk) amount-
ed to QR10.38 billion, with a 
growth rate of 30.2 percent, 

of which government Sukuk 
constituted 73.7 percent of the 
total issued Sukuk. According 
to the available data on Islamic 
investment funds, the assets 
of these funds amounted to 
QR862 million, with a growth 
rate of 5.8 percent and their 
performance was uneven dur-
ing the year 2021.

On the Qatar Stock Ex-
change, Al Rayan Islamic In-
dex achieved a positive per-
formance, closing at a rise of 
10.48 percent, and the shares 
of all Islamic finance compa-
nies achieved a positive perfor-
mance, and their shares rose 
during the year 2021 by rates 
ranging between 1.8 percent 
and 89.7 percent).

The Islamic financial sec-
tor in Qatar varies into four 
main sectors: Islamic banks, 
Takaful insurance companies, 
Islamic finance companies and 
Islamic investment compa-
nies, in addition to Islamic fi-
nancing products represented 
by Sukuk, investment funds 
and Islamic indices. These in-
stitutions operating in these 
financial sectors are subject to 
the direct supervision of the 
Qatar Central Bank. In addi-
tion to the presence of some 
financial institutions that prac-

tice Islamic finance activities 
within the framework of the 
Qatar Financial Center.

The banking sector in Qa-
tar includes four Islamic banks 
out of a total of 16 banks, in-
cluding four conventional local 
commercial banks, a special-
ized bank (Qatar Development 
Bank), and seven branches of 
conventional foreign banks, in 
addition to the presence of a 
representative office for a for-
eign bank. 

Qatari Islamic banks oper-
ate through a network of in-
ternal and external branches 
of more than 64 branches. 
These Islamic banks account 
for more than a quarter of the 
market share of the banking 
sector in Qatar. Three of these 
banks are classified among 
the ten largest Islamic banks 
in the world regarding assets, 
where Qatar Islamic Bank( 
QIB)  is still the fourth largest 
Islamic bank. As noted in the 
year 2021, the rise in the assets 
of MasrafAl Rayan increased 
from the seventh rank to being 
the fifth largest Islamic bank, 
in addition to the entry of 
Dukhan Bank for the first time 
among the ten largest Islamic 
banks, being the eighth largest 
Islamic bank in terms of assets 

globally.
The Qatar Central Bank 

includes under its oversight 
umbrella several insurance 
companies, including five in-
dependent takaful insurance 
companies: Qatar Islamic In-
surance Company, AlKhaleej 
Takaful Insurance, Damaan 
Islamic Insurance Company 
– Beema, General Takaful 
Company,an affiliate of Qatar 
General Insurance & Reinsur-
ance Company (QGIRCO), 
and Doha Takaful Company, a 
subsidiary of Doha Insurance 
Group. Five national conven-
tional insurance companies, 
four branches of foreign con-
ventional insurance compa-
nies, and representatives of 
four conventional insurance 
companies are also operating 
in this sector.

Also, three Islamic finance 
companies operate under the 
umbrella of the Qatar Central 
Bank, along with two invest-
ment companies and five Is-
lamic investment funds: Al 
Bait Al Mali Fund, Al Rayan 
GCC Fund (A), Al Rayan GCC 
Fund (Q), Tfi Securities Fund, 
and Al Rayan Qatar ETF. 
These funds operate inside 
and outside the State of Qatar, 
in addition to the QE Al Rayan 

Islamic Index, which is one 
of the indicators of the total 
return as it reflects the price 
performance in addition to the 
revenues obtained from rein-
vesting the dividends of listed 
companies.

Dr. Khalid bin Ibrahim 
Al-Sulaiti, Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of Bait 
Al-Mashura Finance Consulta-
tions, said, the Islamic Finance 
Report in Qatar monitors the 
performance of Islamic finan-
cial institutions in Qatar, in-
cluding Islamic banks, Takaful 
insurance companies, and Is-
lamic finance and investment 
companies. 

Moreover, he added, the 
report views the performance 
of Islamic financial products 
represented in investment 
funds and Islamic Sukuk and 
tracks the movement of the Is-
lamic financial market.

“We, at Bait Al-Mashura, 
are proud to be an active mem-
ber in the process of Islamic 
finance in Qatar and the world, 
which is witnessing a remark-
able increase in demand for its 
services and products, as we 
are keen to provide knowledge 
and professional support to 
the Islamic financial industry 
to serve our local community, 
and all researchers and those 
interested in the Islamic fi-
nance sector in Qatar.”

Sulaiti stressed that the 
success of the institutional per-
formance is preceded by belief 
in the idea and sacrifice for 
its realization, and Islamic fi-
nance emerged as a corrective 
and developmental idea that 
addresses the issue of money 
and its development within the 
framework of a good shariah 
environment that achieves 
the purposes and objectives. 
Therefore, it was incumbent 
upon all Islamic finance insti-
tutions, workers and research-
ers not to omit the teleological 
purposes of the great idea to 
achieve the development and 
well-being of the individual 
and society.

In numbers
● Qatari Islamic banks’ 
assets increase by 12.6 
percent to QR507.4 billion 

● Takaful insurance 
policyholders’ assets 
increase by 4.4 percent to 
QR2.3 billion 

● Islamic sukuk issuance 
volume up 30.2 percent to 
QR10.38 billion

● Assets of Islamic funds 
grows 5.8 percent to 
QR862 million

QNB first 
among  
Qatari firms 
on Forbes’ 
top 100 ME 
companies
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QNB, the largest financial 
institution in the Middle 
East and Africa, has ranked 
first in Qatar and third in 
the Middle East, on Forbes’ 
list of the top 100 compa-
nies in the Middle East, 
leading the region’s bank-
ing and financial services 
sector.  

The rating was based 
on market value, sales, to-
tal assets and net profit for 
2021, with QNB registering 
total assets of $300.2 bil-
lion, and net profit of $3.6 
billion.

This achievement is 
recognition of the Group’s 
outstanding performance 
and its continuous effort to 
provide its customers with 
the best banking products 
and services with a seam-
less experience. 

Forbes announces its 
list of “Top 100 Companies 
in the Middle East” annual-
ly, highlighting the largest, 
most valuable and profit-
able companies in the re-
gion, including companies 
operating in the banking 
and financial sector, en-
ergy, industry, petrochemi-
cals, telecommunications 
and others.

QNB Group, currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle 
East and Africa, is proud to 
be the Official Middle East 
and Africa Supporter of the 
FIFA World Cup 2022™ 

Through its subsidiar-
ies and associate compa-
nies, the Group extends 
to more than 30 countries 
across three continents 
providing a comprehensive 
range of advanced prod-
ucts and services. The total 
number of employees is 
27,000 operating through 
1,000 locations, with an 
ATM network of more than 
4,700 machines.
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Global inflation is at its highest level 
for decades, especially in advanced 
economies, with GDP growth al-

ready slowing sharply. This is called stag-
flation, but the severity of the stagflation 
varies across countries. The Euro area 
has always faced the challenge of being a 
monetary union without yet being a fiscal 
or banking union. As such, it lacks vital 
tools to deal effectively with shocks hitting 
the economy in an asymmetric manner 
across its member countries. Recent moves 
to allow mutual bond issuance are steps in 
the right direction, but may prove insuffi-
cient in the face of a shock as large the one 
to European energy supply from the war in 
Ukraine.

The European Central Bank (ECB) has 
the impossible task of setting a single mon-
etary policy that is suitable for a diverse 
mix of countries in very different situa-
tions. This week, we take stock of the level 
of economic activity and prices in the Euro 
area’s four largest economies: Germany, 
France, Italy and Spain

First, we look at economic activity as 
measured by GDP. According to the IMF’s 
April forecasts only France and Germany 
are expected to surpass their pre-pandemic 
(2019) level  of economic activity in 2022 
and neither by much (Chart 1). In contrast, 
Italy and Spain both saw much larger 
contractions in economic activity during 
the peak of the pandemic in 2020, and 
will not have reached their pre-pandemic 
level in 2022. The performance of all four 
countries is weak compared to that of 
the United States, but it is the divergence 
within the Euro area that matters for the 
ECB: the Italian and Spanish Economies 
are in a much weaker position in 2022 than 
either the French or Germany Economies.

Second, we consider the level of prices 
in the four economies in much the same 
way. What we see is that the level of prices 
has surged in Germany far more than in 
the other three countries (Chart 2). In fact, 
it is easy to see from the chart that the rate 
of increase in prices, i.e., what we normally 
call inflation, is broadly in line with the 
ECB’s 2% inflation target in France, Italy 
and Spain. 

The conclusion of our analysis is there-
fore fairly simple. Neither the strength of 
the aggregate Euro area economy, nor the 
increase in prices (inflation) warrant a sig-
nificant tightening in monetary policy.

Now, we should not ignore the fact that 
Europe is being hit by a massive energy 
supply shock, which we expect to both 
significantly weaken economic activity and 
push up on inflation relative to the IMF’s 
April forecasts. In this sense, Europe faces 
a much worse stagflationary shock than 
the US. This is because energy prices in 
Europe have risen by much more than in 
the US and European economies are large 
net-energy importers. This makes decision 
making at the ECB even more difficult and 
suggests a narrative for the ECB, which 
is that monetary policy for the Euro area 
needs to be much more supportive than in 
the US.

The ECB’s current forward guidance is 
that:

•As of 1 July 2022, the ECB will end 
net purchases under their asset purchase 
programme; then

•They intend to raise our interest rates 
by 0.25% in July and increase them again 
in September, with further increases de-
pendent on how inflation develops.

This outlook for ECB policy is indeed 
much more accommodative than the 
outlook for Fed policy, especially after its 
75 basis point hike. Even with a gentle 
pace of tightening, bond spreads in periph-
ery countries, e.g., Italy, Spain, Portugal 
and Greece, have come under pressure in 
recent weeks. 

This has prompted the ECB to an-
nounce that it will be flexible when re-
investing proceeds from its asset purchase 
program to “preserve the functioning of the 
monetary policy transmission mechanism”. 
This effectively means to support weaker 
countries with higher debt levels by buying 
more of their debt.  Beyond this, the ECB 
has also mandated various subcommittees 
with the design of a new “anti-fragmenta-
tion instrument”. The exact parameters of 
such an instrument are still uncertain and 
yet to be defined.

In conclusion, our view is that we 
expect the Euro area to enter into a reces-
sion, and for inflation to fall sharply later 
this year. At the same time, the ECB will 
gradually tighten monetary policy whilst 
using asset purchases to support weaker 
countries in the periphery in an attempt to 
avoid a full-blown resurgence of the Euro 
area sovereign debt crisis.

 — By QNB Economics Team

Despite its hawkish rhetoric, 
the ECB cannot follow the Fed

QNB EcoNomic commENtary

Oil prices settled up by more 
than $3 a barrel on Friday, sup-
ported by tight supply, but they 

notched their second weekly decline 
on concerns that rising interest rates 
could push the world economy into 
recession. 

Brent crude settled up 2.8% on 
Friday’s session, at $113.12 a barrel, 
while U.S. West Texas Intermedi-
ate (WTI) crude closed up 3.2%, at 
$107.62. Both benchmarks were 
down slightly on the week as investors 
worried that rate hikes by the Federal 
Reserve could push the U.S. economy 
into recession, dampening demand 
for fuel. 

On Thursday, Fed Chair Jerome 
Powell said the central bank’s focus on 
curbing inflation was “unconditional”, 
adding to fears of additional interest 
rate hikes. 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
continues to exacerbate tight supplies, 
just as demand has been recovering 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. Crude 
has gained support from the almost 
total shutdown of output in OPEC 
member Libya due to unrest. 

The Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries and its allies, 
known as OPEC+, meet on June 30 
and are expected to stick to a plan to 
only slightly accelerate hikes in oil 
production in July and August. 

Gas continues to rise on further 
market tightening

Asian spot LNG continued its 
upward trend last week as fears of 
further market tightening following a 
major outage at a Freeport plant and 
reduced Russian gas flows to Europe 
pushed buyers to cover short-term 
needs. The average LNG price for Au-
gust delivery into north-east Asia was 
estimated at $37 per million British 
thermal units (mmBtu), up 1.4% from 
the previous week. 

In the U.S, natural gas futures 
held near an 11-week low on Friday as 
forecasts for hotter weather, higher 
demand and less output than last 
month offset a drop in LNG exports, 
also due to the extended shutdown 
of the Freeport LNG export plant in 
Texas. 

The shutdown on June 8 reduced 
the amount of U.S. gas available to the 
rest of the world, especially Europe, 
where most U.S. LNG has gone as 
countries there wean themselves off 
Russian energy. 

In further restriction to supply, 
Gazprom has reduced the capacity of 
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline that runs 
under the Baltic Sea from Russia to 
Germany by 60%, citing equipment 
problems. 

In Europe, natural gas prices at the 
Dutch TTF hub gained over 5% on the 
week, as European buyers compete 
with Asian companies seeking to short 
cover lost volumes from the Freeport 
outage.

— By The Al-Attiyah Foundation

Oil prices post weekly decline on recession fears
WEEkly ENErgy markEt rEviEW

QIIB sponsors Phoenix Games Fitness C’ship
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

AS part of its community ser-
vices and contribution to pro-
moting wellness and sports at 
the local level, Qatar Interna-
tional Islamic Bank (QIIB) 
sponsored the Phoenix Games 
Fitness Championship held in 
Aspire Zone from June 15 to 
18, 2022.

The championship was 
held with the participation of 
more than 200 athletes of 35 
nationalities who competed in 
a range of sports that focussed 
on strength and endurance. 
As one of the distinguished 
events hosted in Doha, the 
event generated a slot of at-
tention and follow-up.

Commenting on QIIB’s 
sponsorship of the champi-
onship, Omar Abdelaziz Al 
Meer, Head of the Business 
Development and Alterna-
tive Channels Sector, said, “At 
QIIB, we are pleased to be at 
the forefront of supporting 
social, sports, and charitable 
activities and other events, in 
support of the implementa-

tion of Qatar National Vision 
2030.

“Our support for the Phoe-
nix Games Fitness Champi-
onship also comes within the 
framework of our support and 
encouragement for all kinds 
of sports, especially games 
that motivate members of the 
society to practice sports and 
transform it into a lifestyle 

that enriches the community 
and makes sports and health 
prominent pillars in it.”

“We congratulate the or-
ganisers of the tournament 
for their success in planning 
the event and attracting a 
large number of distinguished 
athletes, and for measuring up 
to Qatar’s distinguished repu-
tation, which is characterised 

as the global hub for sporting 
events in various games.

“QIIB will continue its role 
in serving the community and 
providing support and assis-
tance to activities that provide 
value addition and contribute 
to promoting the positive spir-
it and the values of participa-
tion and interaction between 
peoples.”

Omar Abdelaziz Al Meer, Head of 
the Business Development and 
Alternative Channels Sector at 
QIIB

Inflation sparks global wave 
of protests for higher pay, aid

Agencies

RISING food costs. Soar-
ing fuel bills. Wages that are 
not keeping pace. Inflation is 
plundering people’s wallets, 
sparking a wave of protests 
and workers’ strikes around 
the world.

This week alone saw pro-
tests by the political opposi-
tion in Pakistan, nurses in 
Zimbabwe, unionized workers 
in Belgium, railway workers 
in Britain, Indigenous people 
in Ecuador, hundreds of U.S. 
pilots and some European 
airline workers. Sri Lanka’s 
prime minister declared an 
economic collapse Wednesday 
after weeks of political tur-
moil.

Economists say Russia’s 
war in Ukraine amplified in-
flation by further pushing up 
the cost of energy and prices 
of fertilizer, grains and cook-
ing oils as farmers struggle to 
grow and export crops in one 
of the world’s key agricultural 
regions.

As prices rise, inflation 
threatens to exacerbate in-
equalities and widen the gap 
between billions of people 
struggling to cover their costs 
and those who are able to keep 

spending.
“We are not all in this to-

gether,” said Matt Grainger, 
head of inequality policy at 
antipoverty organization Ox-
fam. “How many of the richest 
even know what a loaf of bread 
costs? They don’t really, they 
just absorb the prices.” Oxfam 
is calling on the Group of 7 
leading industrialized nations, 
which are holding their annual 
summit this weekend in Ger-
many, to provide debt relief 
to developing economies and 
to tax corporations on excess 
profits.

“This isn’t just a standalone 

crisis. It’s coming off the back 
of an appalling pandemic that 
fueled increased inequality 
worldwide,” Grainger said. “I 
think we will see more and 
more protests.” The demon-
strations have caught the at-
tention of governments, which 
have responded to soaring 
consumer prices with support 
measures like expanded sub-
sidies for utility bills and cuts 
to fuel taxes. Often, that of-
fers little relief because energy 
markets are volatile. Central 
banks are trying to ease infla-
tion by raising interest rates.

Meanwhile, striking work-

ers have pressured employers 
to engage in talks on raising 
wages to keep up with rising 
prices.

Eddie Dempsey, a senior 
official with Britain’s Rail, 
Maritime and Transport Un-
ion, which brought U.K. train 
services to a near standstill 
with strikes this week, said 
there are going to be more 
demands for pay increases 
across other sectors.

“It’s about time Britain had 
a pay rise. Wages have been 
falling for 30 years and cor-
porate profits have been going 
through the roof,” Dempsey 
said.

Last week, thousands of 
truckers in South Korea ended 
an eight-day strike that caused 
shipment delays as they called 
for minimum wage guaran-
tees amid soaring fuel prices. 
Months earlier, some 10,000 
kilometers (6,200 miles) 
away, truckers in Spain went 
on strike to protest fuel prices.

Peru’s government im-
posed a brief curfew after 
protests against fuel and food 
prices turned violent in April. 
Truckers and other transport 
workers also had gone on 
strike and blocked key high-
ways.

Health workers led by nurses take part in a demonstration over  
salaries at Parerenyatwa Hospital in Harare, on June, 21, 2022.

Pilots in line for big raises amid 
travel disruptions across world

Agencies

THE largest pilots union 
has approved a contract that 
would boost the pay of pilots 
at United Airlines by more 
than 14% over the next 18 
months, potentially clearing 
the way for similar wage hikes 
throughout the industry.

The deal reflects the lever-
age currently held by unions 
with the industry facing a pilot 
shortage that has resulted in 
cancellations worldwide and 
fewer flights.

The Air Line Pilots As-
sociation said Friday that the 
council overseeing relations 
with United approved a tenta-
tive two-year agreement that 
covers about 14,000 of the air-
line’s pilots.

The contract would need 
to be ratified by rank-and-file 
pilots to take effect. Voting will 
run through July 15.

United, based in Chicago, 
is the first major U.S. airline 
to reach an agreement with 
its pilots since negotiations 
across the industry were put 
on hold because of the pan-
demic. Union groups at other 
big airlines have been watch-
ing the United contract talks 
closely as a potential guide in 
their own negotiations.

Federal law creates a long 
and difficult process before 

airline workers can legally go 
on strike, but pilots at the big 
airlines have picketed airports 
and other locations to pres-
sure management into bigger 
pay hikes. Pilots have com-
plained that thinly staffed air-
lines are asking them to work 
too many flights, with more 
pilots reporting fatigue.

The United contract, which 
the union valued at $1.3 bil-
lion over two years, would be 
retroactive to the start of 2022 
and give three pay raises total-
ing more than 14.5% through 
the end of next year. The un-
ion said it includes better 
overtime and premium pay, 
a new retirement plan, a new 
8-week paid maternity leave 

benefit and improved schedul-
ing provisions.

The deal is likely to raise 
concern on Wall Street about 
rising expenses. Airlines have 
already seen their costs per 
seat rise more sharply as travel 
has rebounded from the worst 
of the pandemic.

JPMorgan airline analyst 
Jamie Baker said the deal 
probably exceeds United’s 
previous forecasts of rising 
costs. He said pilots at Alaska, 
American, Delta and South-
west will use the United tenta-
tive agreement in their nego-
tiations, and that other work 
groups at United will seek 
similar increases to those of 
the pilots.
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PARTICIPATION RISING AT ACCELERATED PACE

Qatari women getting active in financial and business sectors
QNA
DOHA

THE number of Qatari women who 
partially or fully own companies 
registered with the Qatar Chamber 
is around 7,000, according to QC 
data that shows that Qatari wom-
en’s participation in the financial 
and business sectors has risen at 
an accelerated pace in the past few 
years.

While an additional 4,900 
manage the companies along 
with being authorised signatories, 
around 4,700 more women serve 
as just authorised signatories, the 
data showed. 

The Qatari women’s participa-
tion, Qatar Chamber said, has ex-
panded across economic sectors, 
both traditional and modern. This 
has enhanced their contribution to 
the national economy and the pri-
vate sector, besides strengthening 
social protection.

Qatar Chamber Board Mem-
ber and Chairperson of the Qatari 
Businesswomen Forum Ibtihaj Al 
Ahmadani said Qatari business-
women have achieved great suc-
cess in the business world and had 
a clear imprint in various econom-
ic sectors. 

The past years witnessed in-
tense women’s economic activity 
benefiting from the support and 
directives of the leadership, good 
governance policies that support 
women, and focus on empowering 
and activating women’s economic 
participation, she noted.

In a statement to Qatar News 

Agency (QNA), Al Ahmadani add-
ed that it was natural for these ef-
forts to result in a wide presence of 
Qatari women in economic devel-
opment, and in particular, the la-
bor market and entrepreneurship. 
She pointed out that Qatari women 
stormed into areas of business that 
were exclusive to men in the past 
and achieved remarkable success.

The rise of women in the world 
of finance and business is attrib-
uted to the Qatari legislation that 
supports women and motivates 
them to expand their businesses 
without exception and discrimi-
nation, in addition to the facili-
ties provided by the investment 
environment in the State of Qatar, 
which encouraged many business-
women to increase the investment 
demand. It is estimated that their 
investments amount to billions of 
riyals, and is an important part of 
economic activity in Qatar, sug-
gesting that women’s contribution 
to the national economy will grow 
year after year, she highlighted.

The Chairperson of the Qatari 
Businesswomen Forum confirmed 
that the strong presence of Qatari 
women in family businesses is 
because most women start their 
projects as family businesses and 
then gradually turn into public or 
private shareholding companies. 
Family businesses are an impor-
tant part of the Gulf economic her-
itage, noting that the family sup-
port, whether material or moral, 
for businesswomen, has greatly 
contributed to their gaining suf-
ficient experience and knowledge 

to manage large companies and 
enter into various investment sec-
tors, and this type of company has 
great privacy in management and 
organization.

The role of Qatari business-
women is not only centered in 
family businesses but there are 
companies owned, established, 
and managed by businesswomen 
who were able, individually, to 
transform them from ideas to com-
panies on the ground, she added.

On the other hand, Al Ah-
madani noted that there are some 
successful partnerships between 
Qatari businesswomen and their 
counterparts in Arab and Gulf 
countries in various sectors but 

are not of the required size. She 
added that the forum aspires to 
more partnerships and alliances 
between Gulf and Arab business-
women and develop them among 
Gulf business owners in terms of 
benefiting from the appropriate 
investment climate in the Coop-
eration Council for the Arab States 
of the Gulf (GCC) countries.

For her part, entrepreneur 
Haya Al Dosari said that business-
women were able to rise to new 
heights in the field of economy and 
investment, noting that activities 
related to entrepreneurship have 
become the most dominant among 
women’s projects.

She explained that the role of 

Qatari businesswomen was not 
limited to focusing on traditional 
sectors such as hospitality and 
home projects, but rather went 
beyond that to investing in various 
economic activities and sectors.

In exclusive statements to 
Qatar News Agency (QNA), Al-
Dosari added that there are four 
main factors behind the growing 
participation of women in the eco-
nomic field and the establishment 
of their commercial entities and 
investment projects. Most notable 
is the wise leadership’s support to 
empower women in various fields, 
enacting laws and legislation that 
stimulate investment, the avail-
ability of feasible investment op-
portunities and preparing and 
training girls to learn business 
management, and raising aware-
ness of opportunities and project 
risks, which strengthened the role 
of women in economic and com-
mercial decisions and increased 
their participation in the invest-
ment field.

She pointed out that her expe-
rience in training and rehabilitat-
ing for Qatari businesswomen that 
she was among the graduates of 
the “Women’s Economic Empow-
erment Project”, which organized 
events and workshops for women 
to train them on how to enter the 
world of money and business. She 
said that she was trained on how to 
establish a commercial project and 
was followed up after training on 
the idea proposal, planning, and 
implementing the project on the 
ground. An integrated program 

was implemented in this regard, 
which resulted in the establish-
ment of three companies, and 
currently, is reaping the fruits of 
this wonderful work and have the 
desire to grow and expand in the 
future.

The fields in which Qatari 
businesswomen are active vary to 
include most economic sectors, 
especially in the field of small and 
medium enterprises. The most no-
table presence of women is in the 
sectors of industry, tourism, real 
estate, contracting and construc-
tion, trade, and services - especial-
ly education and health - electron-
ic design, general trade, import 
and export, and local production 
of packaged foods and perfumes, 
in addition to beauty centres and 
others, as well as women’s invest-
ments in local stocks in the stock 
exchange. There is also a great 
activity for home business own-
ers and productive families who 
provide great quality products at 
competitive prices.

Gender equality and women’s 
empowerment is a basic and piv-
otal pillar in the State of Qatar 
National Vision 2030, which has 
given valuable attention to the is-
sue of empowering women and en-
hancing their capabilities, ensur-
ing that they enjoy their right to 
work, enabling them to participate 
in economic activities, providing 
decent work, and enhancing social 
protection for them. Qatar is at the 
forefront of countries defending 
women’s rights and ensuring their 
economic empowerment.

Qatar Chamber Board Member and Chairperson of the Qatari Businesswomen 
Forum Ibtihaj Al Ahmadani

Arab-German trade up 10% 
to 41.2 billion euros in 2021
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE trade between Arab 
countries and Germany grew 
10 percent in 2021 to 41.2 bil-
lion euros, with Arab exports 
accounting for 12.4 billion eu-
ros and German exports 28.8 
billion euros, Qatar Chamber 
Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani has said in 
Berlin.

Addressing the 25th Arab-
German Economic Forum 
held between June 21 and 23, 
Sheikh Khalifa said the Arab-
German economic relations 
have significantly developed 
in the recent years.

Meanwhile, the trade be-
tween Qatar and Germany 
surged 75 percent in the same 
year to QR11.2 billion from 
QR6.4 billion in 2020, he said.

Germany is one of Qatar’s 
most important investment 
destinations, Sheikh Khalifa 
said, adding that Qatari in-
vestments in Germany are 
spread across automotive in-
dustry, telecommunications, 
hospitality, banking services 
and other vital sectors.

The Arab-German Eco-
nomic Forum, since its first 
round and during its successive 
rounds, has witnessed many 
developments and updates, 
which included, in addition 
to the number of participants 
and the level of participation 
on both sides of businessmen, 
officials, and government rep-
resentatives, the expansion of 
research, study, and explora-
tion of various aspects of eco-
nomic cooperation and ways to 
develop them, besides viewing 
the most critical developments 
and economic transforma-
tions, and discussing emerging 
and modern economic sectors. 
The forum also contributed to 
adding new modern measure-
ments to Arab-German eco-
nomic relations.

The economic forum 
mainly aims at tightening the 
economic partnership be-
tween the Arab countries and 
Germany in various economic 
sectors, whether by increas-
ing trade exchange and the 
volume and value of goods 
and commodities exchanged 

by both sides or by raising 
the volume of mutual invest-
ments, whether those under-
taken by governments or by 
private companies. 

The activities of the forum 
also contribute to exploring 
new sectors and areas of coop-
eration, particularly those re-
lated to modern technologies 
and techniques, and working 
to benefit from them in mod-
ernization and economic di-
versification programs in Arab 
countries, as well as transfer-
ring cooperation in traditional 
areas and sectors to higher 
and more intense levels.

In Berlin, the Qatar Cham-
ber also participated in the 
meeting of the Executive Of-

fice and the Board of Directors 
of the Arab-German Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(Ghorfa), as well as its General 
Assembly meeting.

Sheikh Khalifa headed the 
Chamber’s delegation to the 
meetings, and the delegation 
compromised board mem-
bers Dr Khalid Klefeekh Al 
Hajri, Mohammed bin Mahdi 
Al Ahbabi and Rashid Nasser 
Rashid Saree Al Kaabi, besides 
QC General Manager Saleh 
Bin Hamad Al Sharqi, Direc-
tor of the General Manager’s 
Office Mohammed Saad Al 
Muhannadi and several Qatari 
businessmen.

During the joint meeting 
of the Executive Office and the 

Board of Directors, emphasis 
was placed on strengthening 
trade and economic coopera-
tion relations between Ger-
many and the Arab countries, 
while the General Assembly 
meeting approved the items 
on the agenda.

The Chamber’s delegation, 
headed by Sheikh Khalifa, 
held several meetings with the 
participating delegations on 
the sidelines of the Arab-Ger-
man Economic Forum, includ-
ing with Egyptian Minister of 
Trade and Industry Nevin 
Jameh, in the presence of Dr 
Khaled Hanafi, Secretary-
General of the Union of Arab 
Chambers.

During the meeting, the 

two sides discussed ways to 
enhance commercial and in-
dustrial cooperation relations 
between the two brotherly 
countries, encourage mutual 
investments and the role of the 
private sector in the two coun-
tries in activating these invest-
ments in a way that enhances 
trade exchange.

The two sides also agreed 
to prepare for the establish-
ment of a joint Qatari-Egyp-
tian exhibition during which 
the Qatari and Egyptian indus-
tries and products will be pro-
moted under one roof, within 
the framework of activating 
the tools that can increase the 
volume of trade exchange be-
tween the two countries.

Qatar Chamber Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Jassim Al Thani with Egyptian Minister of 
Trade and Industry Nevin Jameh,

The Qatar Chamber delegation headed by Chairman Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al Thani held 
several meetings on the sidelines of the ‘Ghorfa’ meeting in Berlin.

 Qatar-Germany trade surges 75% to QR11.2 bn: QC chairman at Arab-German Economic Forum

Amazon providing 
$23 mn for affordable 
housing in Seattle

AGENCIES

AMAZON said Thursday it is 
providing $23 million to help 
minority-led organizations 
build or preserve more than 
500 new affordable housing 
units in Seattle — the latest 
spending by a tech company to 
ease a severe housing crunch 
the industry has helped create.

The commitment comes 
from Amazon’s Housing Eq-
uity Fund, a $2 billion initia-
tive launched in January 2021. 
The fund has so far invested 
more than $1.2 billion to cre-
ate or preserve over 8,000 af-
fordable homes across three 
regions where the company 
has offices: the Puget Sound in 
Washington state; Arlington, 
Virginia; and Nashville, Ten-
nessee.

“When our city’s busi-
nesses and private partners 
step up, like Amazon is do-
ing through this significant 
investment, we can acceler-
ate progress addressing dif-
ficult challenges like housing 
affordability,” Seattle Mayor 
Bruce Harrell said in a news 
release announcing the in-
vestment.

The high salaries tech 
companies pay have helped 
drive up housing costs in the 
cities where they operate, 
pricing many people, includ-
ing teachers, nurses, firefight-
ers and restaurant employees, 
out of the communities where 
they work.

The industry was long 
criticized for failing to address 
that, but in recent years tech 
giants have taken big steps. 
In 2019, Apple committed 
$2.5 billion toward affordable 
housing in the San Francisco 
Bay Area; Google devoted $1 
billion; Microsoft said it would 
provide $750 million in hous-
ing grants and investments in 
the Puget Sound region; and 
Facebook, now Meta, said it 
would spend $1 billion to help 
address the housing crisis in 
California by creating up to 
20,000 new affordable hous-
ing units.

The Amazon Housing Eq-
uity Fund offers grants and 
low-rate loans to housing pro-
viders that create or preserve 
affordable homes, with an em-
phasis on supporting house-
holds earning 30% to 80% of 
an area’s median income.

The new investments 

are the fund’s first in Seattle 
proper, though it previously 
has put money toward hous-
ing elsewhere in the region, 
including near transit stations 
in SeaTac and Bellevue.

Catherine Buell, the fund’s 
director, noted the housing 
crisis is disproportionately af-
fecting people of color. That 
was one reason it was impor-
tant to work with nonprofit 
organizations and real estate 
organizations led by Black, 
Asian and Hispanic partners.

Amazon is working with 
three organizations — the 
Mount Baker Housing Au-
thority, El Centro de la Raza 
and Gardner Global — on four 
housing projects, totaling 568 
units in south Seattle neigh-
borhoods that feature large 
populations of people of color 
and which have rapidly gen-
trified or are at risk of it.

Three of the four projects 
involved will be affordable for 
those making up to 60% of the 
area median income — that’s 
$54,350 for a single person or 
$77,650 for a family of four, 
according to the Seattle Of-
fice of Housing. The fourth, 
a new apartment building by 
Black-owned Gardner Global 
with 122 units, mostly studio 
and one-bedroom, will serve 
those who earn up to 80% of 
the area median income, or 
$66,750 for a single person.

In the news release an-
nouncing the investments, 
David Tan, executive director 
of the Mount Baker Housing 
Authority, called the funding 
a “game-changer.” “The Fund 
is a source of affordable, pa-
tient capital that gives devel-
opers much-needed flexibil-
ity in financing our projects,” 
Tan said.
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THE Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy (SC) attend-
ed the Commonwealth Games 
Federation and Common-
wealth Sport for Development 
and Peace roundtable event 
at the 26th Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meet-
ing in Rwanda.

Nasser Al Khori, Genera-
tion Amazing Programmes Di-
rector, participated in the event 
on behalf of HE Hassan Al Tha-
wadi, SC Secretary-General. 

Al Khori highlighted the 
achievements of the SC and 
Generation Amazing since 
2010, as well as future plans 
to continue the legacy of the 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar and 
beyond. The event explored 
the crucial role that the Com-
monwealth Games and Com-
monwealth Sports Movement 
can play in advancing social 
and human development in a 
post-COVID-19 context.

During the event, Al Khori 
spoke about how football for 
development projects can be 
used as a tool for peace and 
diplomacy. 

He said: “The World Cup 
gives Qatar the opportunity 
to connect the world through 
sport. It’s a chance for the 
world to come and see who we 
are and build bridges between 
nations and people, and to 
break down stereotypes.”

“Underpinned by the hu-
man development values ex-
pressed within the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and Qatar National 
Vision 2030, our aspiration 
to reach 1 million beneficiar-
ies before the close of 2022 is 
within reach, as we drive mass 
participation in a wide variety 

of cultural and sporting activi-
ties,” he added.

Al Khori also visited the 
site of the Generation Amaz-
ing Community Club (GACC) 
at the Gitagata Rehabilita-
tion Centre in Bugesera. Once 
open, the GACC will offer 
youth safe spaces to express 
their emotions and connect 
in positive ways, stimulating 

creative thinking and explo-
ration, and improving their 
communication and decision-
making skills. 

Generation Amazing is 
working with delivery part-
ners in Rwanda and has re-
furbished the existing football 
pitch, built volleyball courts 
and developed the infrastruc-
ture at the Gitagata Rehabili-

tation Centre. 
The centre’s new Genera-

tion Amazing pitch will see lo-
cal coaches trained in football 
for development programming, 
along with the delivery of a tar-
geted project for local youth. It 
will also direct football talent 
that may be spotted through 
the programme towards foot-
ball academies. Generation 

Amazing’s programme delivery 
partners include Vision Youth 
Group Sports Academy, Vision 
Football Club, Dream Team 
Football Academy and Esper-
ance Kigali Rwanda.

Generation Amazing is a 
human and social develop-
ment initiative active in coun-
tries around the world, includ-
ing Qatar, India, Jordan, Iraq, 

Lebanon, Oman, Myanmar, 
Argentina, Nepal, Oman, Pa-
kistan, the Philippines, Rwan-
da and Uganda. It operates 
in alignment with the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, promoting inclu-
sion and gender equality in 
its football for development 
programme. The programme’s 
unique methodology teaches 

life skills, including communi-
cation, leadership, teamwork 
and organisation. It has built 
more than 30 football pitches 
in under-privileged communi-
ties, with those facilities now 
being turned into community 
clubs. Generation Amazing 
has positively impacted more 
than 725,000 people since its 
launch in 2010. (SC)

SC participates in Commonwealth Heads 
of Government meeting in Rwanda

Nasser Al Khori 
discusses power 

of FIFA World 
Cup to build 
bridges and 
break down 
stereotypes

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

WALES forward Gareth Bale 
has agreed to join Major 
League Soccer side Los Ange-
les FC on an initial one-year 
deal when his contract with 
Real Madrid expires, the PA 
news agency understands.

The five-time Champions 
League winner is soon to be a 
free agent and is looking for a 
new club ahead of playing for 
Wales at the World Cup in Qa-
tar, which starts in November.

Bale, 32, had been linked 
with a move to hometown club 
Cardiff following the end of a 
nine-year stay at Real Madrid, 
but he now appears set to con-
tinue his career with a move to 
the United States.

While there has as yet 
been no official comment 
from LAFC, the MLS club 
had posted a cryptic message 
on Twitter appearing to tease 
an imminent announcement, 
writing “Any guesses?” to a 
GIF showing LAFC interna-
tional mail.

Last week, Bale had excit-
ed Cardiff fans by visiting the 
Sky Bet Championship club’s 
Vale of Glamorgan base on 
their first day of pre-season 

training.
Wales captain Bale had 

fuelled speculation he might 
prefer being closer to home 
following comments that the 
standard of football he played 

before the World Cup should 
not prove a decisive factor in 
any move.

It is understood Bale - re-
portedly having earned around 
£600,000 per week at Real 

Madrid - had several options 
on the table, with former club 
Tottenham and big-spending 
Newcastle also suggested as 
potential destinations.

Speaking while on recent 
international duty with Wales, 
Bale said: “I don’t really know 
if the standard makes too 
much of a difference. A foot-
ball game is a football game.

“I feel like I’ll never really 
lose my quality on the ball. I 
guess it’s a conversation to be 
had.

“I need time to think what’s 
the best move for me, my fam-
ily, my kids, and hopefully 
we’ll sort that over the sum-
mer. I have options.” Bale’s 
move to the MLS is expected 
to also include the option of an 
18-month contract extension, 
and would see him join former 
Italy captain Giorgio Chiellini 
as part of the LAFC squad.

LAFC, currently top of the 
Western Conference, declined 
to give further comment when 
contacted by PA on Saturday.

Bale and Chiellini should 
complete their moves to the 
MLS when the competition’s 
‘Secondary Transfer Window’ 
opens on July 7, so would 
be cleared to make a debut 
against the LA Galaxy.

Bale agrees to join Los Angeles 
FC following Real Madrid exit
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Nasser Al Khori, Generation Amazing Programmes Director, also visited the site of the Generation Amazing Community Club (GACC) at the Gitagata Rehabilitation Centre in Bugesera. Once open, the GACC will offer 
youth safe spaces to express their emotions and connect in positive ways, stimulating creative thinking and exploration, and improving their communication and decision-making skills.

Wales’ star forward Gareth Bales.

Mbappe sets sights on ‘clear goal’ of 
Champions League glory with PSG

STATS PERFORM/DPA

PARIS Saint-Germain super-
star Kylian Mbappe is plotting 
a path to a first Champions 
League triumph after commit-
ting his future to the club.

The Ligue 1 champions are 
yet to win Europe’s top prize, 
despite reaching the knockout 
stages of the competition in 
each of the past 10 seasons.

Having finished as run-
ners-up in 2019-20 and made 
the semi-finals in 2020-21, 
PSG suffered frustration at an 
earlier stage in the most recent 
campaign, letting a two-goal 
lead slip in the last 16 against 
eventual winners Real Madrid.

Mbappe could have subse-
quently departed for Madrid, 
but he has instead stayed in 
Paris and wants to be part of 
the team that finally delivers 
the trophy.

“The Champions League 
with PSG is a clear goal,” 
Mbappe told BFM TV.

“It’s what we want, but 
there is a path to take.

“First of all, we have to be 
a winner at the national level, 
because in the last two years 
we have not been.” Mbappe 
has individual achievements 
in his sights, too, ranking be-
hind only Edinson Cavani 
(200) with 171 PSG goals.

Asked about the prospect 
of passing Cavani, the 23-year-
old added: “It can happen, it 
would be wonderful.” 

Mbappe was typically pro-
lific in 2021-22 as he scored 28 
Ligue 1 goals, with only Bayern 
Munich striker Robert Lewan-

dowski (35) beating that total 
in Europe’s top five leagues.

The former Monaco for-
ward also added 17 assists, 
putting him well clear with 45 
goal involvements  – a return 
that shows why Madrid were 
so keen to have him.

Kylian Mbappe poses for photos on the red carpet during the 2022 NBA 
Draft at Barclays Center in New York City last Thursday. (Getty Images/AFP)



STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

NOVAK Djokovic has accepted 
it is unlikely he will play at the 
US Open, as the Wimbledon 
top seed insisted he has not 
changed his mind on the COV-
ID-19 vaccination.

Djokovic was unable to 
compete at the Australian 
Open earlier in 2022 after he 
was deported –  following a 
drawn-out legal case with Aus-
tralia’s federal government 
– for not being vaccinated 
against coronavirus.

The Serbian has spoken 
out against mandatory vac-
cinations and when asked on 
Saturday by reporters at Wim-
bledon if he had closed his 
mind to the idea of being vac-
cinated before the US Open 
begins, he said “yes”.

That means, as it stands, 
Djokovic will be unable to en-
ter the United States due to 
being unvaccinated.

However, while frustrated 
that he will likely miss out on 
another grand slam this year, 
the 35-year-old suggested he 
is now even more motivated to 
go on and win Wimbledon for a 
seventh time, which would take 
him level with Pete Sampras 
and behind only Roger Federer, 
who has eight All England Club 
titles to his name.

Djokovic told reporters: 
“As of today I’m not allowed 
to enter the States under these 
circumstances. That is an ex-
tra motivation to do well here.

“Hopefully I can have a 
very good tournament as I 
have done in the last three edi-
tions. Then I’ll have to wait 
and see. I’d love to go to the 
States but as of today that’s 
not possible.

There’s not much I can do 
any more. It’s up to the U.S. 
government on whether they 
allow unvaccinated people to 

go into the country.” 
Djokovic was at the centre 

of the controversy ahead of 
the season’s first major, but 
the third grand slam of 2022 
has been contentious for other 
reasons.

The All England Club 
made the decision to ban all 
Russian and Belarusian play-
ers, including men’s world 
number one Daniil Medvedev, 
from competing, due to Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. The 
call received criticism and, as 
a result, Wimbledon has been 
stripped of any ranking points 
by the WTA and ATP.

However, Djokovic is no 
longer as concerned about those 
points as he once was, as he 
instead looks to move back to 
within one major title of Rafael 
Nadal, whose tally stands at 22.

“I don’t want to say rank-
ing points are not important 
for me, of course they are, but 
they are not as important as 
they were for me,” he said.

“Now I’m not really chas-
ing the ranking as much as I 
have. I was breaking the re-

cord for longest weeks at num-
ber one and after that it wasn’t 
as important for me in terms 
of priority.

“Of course, I understand 
that 90 per cent of players 
will be more affected by the 
points. Of course this year I 
did not have the chance to de-
fend 4,000 points in Australia 
but my priorities now are dif-
ferent so I’m not as affected.” 
Djokovic, though, does feel it 
is harsh that Russian and Be-
larusian athletes are unable to 
play at SW19.

He said: “I just don’t see 
how they have contributed to 
anything that has happened. 
I don’t feel it’s fair.  “I feel like 
they deserve to win, compete, 
they are professional athletes. 
None of them have supported 
any war or anything like that.  “I 
understand both sides. It’s hard 
to say what is right and wrong.

Putting myself in a posi-
tion where someone would 
ban me from playing because 
of circumstances that I have 
not contributed – I do not 
think that is fair.”

STATS PERFORM/DPA
LONDON 

EMMA Raducanu doubted 
whether she would recover 
from injury in time for Wim-
bledon, but says she is now 
“ready to go” after a week’s 
training.

The 19-year-old has en-
dured an injury-plagued sea-
son, with her first match of the 
grass-court campaign lasting 
just 36 minutes against Vik-
torija Golubic at the Notting-
ham Open.

Raducanu was forced to 
withdraw from the contest ear-
lier this month due to a side 
strain and subsequently missed 
the Eastbourne International.

She previously stated she 
had “no idea” if she would 
be fit in time for Wimbledon, 
which begins for the reign-
ing US Open champion with 
a first-round clash with Alison 
Van Uytvanck.

But after missing Friday’s 
practice session with Garbine 
Muguruza, Raducanu took to 
the court on Saturday and later 
declared herself ready for the 
third Grand Slam of the year.

“I think that this week was 
a good build-up,” she said at a 
news conference. “There were 
moments earlier on in the 
week we weren’t really sure.  

“We were sort of going to 
see how the week goes. But it 
went pretty well. Now it’s full 
steam ahead. Right now I’m 

fit. I’m ready to go.
I’m looking forward to it. 

That’s it.
“I’ve been managing it 

since Nottingham. I took two 
weeks off.

Yesterday we just had to 
react to the situation.  

“I already practised in the 
morning, so we all collectively 
thought it was the best deci-
sion to pass on the afternoon 
session as well and stay fresh 
and ready to go.” 

Raducanu made history in 
2021 when becoming the first 
qualifier to win a grand slam 
with victory over Leylah Fer-

nandez in the US Open final.
That success came two 

months after retiring from 
her fourth-round match with 
Ajla Tomljanovic at last year’s 
Wimbledon with breathing 
difficulties.

The Briton enters this 
year’s event as one of the big-
gest names, though, and she 
will make her Centre Court 
debut in Monday’s showdown 
with Belgium’s Van Uytvanck.

“I think it’s amazing,” Rad-
ucanu said reflecting on the 
past 12 months. “This year I 
get such a special feeling walk-
ing around the grounds.  “I 

definitely feel that people are 
behind me. Even from some 
of the people working on the 
tournament, they’re like, ‘you 
got this’. Just cheering me on. 
That’s pretty special in itself.

“I feel like last year I came 
straight out of my exams, I was 
fresh, ready to play. I feel the 
same excitement this year be-
cause I think Wimbledon just 
brings that out of me.

“But I’m definitely look-
ing forward to it. Just going to 
play like a kid who just loves 
playing tennis.  “It’s always my 
dream to step out on Centre 
Court. It’s something I’ve al-
ways wanted to do and started 
playing tennis for.” Raducanu 
won her only previous match 
with Van Uytvanck last year, 
prior to her big breakthrough 
at Flushing Meadows, and is 
35 places above the Belgian in 
the WTA rankings.

“I definitely feel game-wise 
I back myself pretty much 
against anyone,” Raducanu 
added. “I feel if I really put 
my mind to it and commit, 
then I can be pretty good.  “So 
I’m definitely looking forward 
to the match. But she’s a real 
tricky opponent, especially on 
grass courts.  

“I think this surface defi-
nitely suits her well. She plays 
a pretty quick, high-tempo 
game. It’s definitely going to 
take some getting used to, be-
ing prepared for that straight-
away.”

Raducanu says she’s raring to go at 
Wimbledon after declaring herself fit

Emma Raducanu watches practice sessions ahead of Wimbledon 
2022 Championships on Saturday. (Pic: Wimbledon.com)

LONDON: Six-time champion 
Novak Djokovic will take centre 
stage on day one at Wimbledon 
along with home hopes Emma 
Raducanu and Andy Murray.
The All England Club has an-
nounced the schedule of play 
for Monday, when the 2022 
tournament will get under way.
As is tradition for the defend-
ing champion, Djokovic, who 

defeated Matteo Berrettini in 
last year’s men’s singles final, 
will take part in the first match 
on Centre Court when he plays 
against Kwon Soon-woo.
US Open champion Raducanu 
has also been selected to 
appear at Centre Court on the 
opening day. Raducanu will take 
on Alison Van Uytvanck hoping to 
kick off a successful campaign in 

front of her home crowd, having 
burst onto the scene at Wimble-
don last year with a shock run to 
the fourth round.
And another Briton, two-time 
winner Andy Murray, will be 
involved in the third and final 
match on the prestigious court 
when he faces James Duck-
worth of Australia.
Murray will be hoping to better 

last year’s third-round berth at 
SW19 after impressively reach-
ing the Stuttgart Open final this 
month, losing to Berrettini after 
notable wins over Stefanos 
Tsitsipas and Nick Kyrgios. 
Ons Jabeur, Angelique Kerber 
and Carlos Alcaraz are the big 
names selected for action on 
Court One on Monday.
(STATS Perform/dpa)

Djokovic, Raducanu, Murray to take centre stage on day one
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AGENCIES
ASSEN (NETHERLANDS)

DUCATI’S Francesco Bagnaia 
smashed the Assen lap record 
to claim pole for the MotoGP 
Dutch Grand Prix, as Fabio 
Quartararo’s pole chance was 
lost to a last-lap mistake, re-
ports motorsport.com.

With the threat of rain 
looming over the Assen cir-
cuit when the pole shootout 
got underway, the lap record 
was immediately beaten by 
Pramac’s Jorge Martin before 
Bagnaia streaked clear in the 
closing stages to claim back-
to-back pole positions.

Martin’s early benchmark 
of 1m31.708s on his first lap 
put him underneath Maverick 
Vinales’ lap record from last 
year, with Quartararo 0.010s 
adrift in second.

Quartararo’s second lap 
was scuppered when he ran off 
into the gravel at Turn 1, while 
nobody else put Martin’s effort 
under threat.

With just under five min-
utes remaining, however, Bag-
naia began to light up the tim-
ing screens on the first lap of 
his second run on a fresh soft 
rear tyre.

The factory Ducati rider 
hooked the tour together to 
produce a 1m31.504s to go 
fastest of all.

Quartararo made an im-
provement to a 1m31.620s on 
his penultimate lap to move 
back into second having been 
demoted to third by Bagnaia’s 
lap.

But he had to abort his 
final lap when he almost 
crashed at the Turn 5 hairpin, 
resigning him to second on the 
grid, missing out on pole by 

0.116s to Bagnaia.
Martin suffered a crash at 

Turn 5 in the latter stages of 
Q2 but held onto a place on the 
front row in third, with VR46 
Ducati rookie Marco Bezzec-
chi also dipping underneath 
the lap record to go fourth.

Aprilia’s Aleix Espargaro 
was unable to improve on fifth 
late on when Ducati’s Jack 
Miller crashed at Turn 5, with 
the latter slotting into sixth 
despite his spill.

However, Miller is likely 
facing a penalty after Maverick 

Vinales almost ran into him 
on the back straight between 
Turn 5 and Turn 6 on the 
Aprilia rider’s last lap as Miller 
toured on the racing line.

Johann Zarco heads row 
three on the second of the Pra-
mac Ducatis in seventh ahead 

of Q1 graduate Miguel Oliveira 
on the factory team KTM.

Alex Rins was ninth on his 
Suzuki ahead of Q1 pacesetter 
Brad Binder on the sister fac-
tory team KTM, with Vinales 
11th after his scare with Miller 
and LCR’s Takaaki Nakagami 
the only Honda inside the top 
12 in 12th.

VR46’s Luca Marini 
couldn’t continue his Q2 run 
stretching back to Mugello as 
he missed out on progressing 
to the pole shootout session by 
0.237s on his Ducati.

He heads Joan Mir, after 
the Suzuki rider’s Q1 was hin-
dered by a tipoff at the Turn 5 
hairpin in the latter stages of 
the session.

Fabio Di Giannantonio 
shadowed the 2020 world 
champion in 15th as his Gres-
ini Ducati teammate Enea 
Bastianini had to complete Q1 
on his spare bike after his first 
GP21 broke down as he exited 
pitlane for his first run.

Andrea Dovizioso was the 
best of the three Yamahas who 
failed to join Quartararo in 
Q2, the RNF Racing rider 17th 
from the sole Repsol Honda of 
Stefan Bradl after teammate 
Pol Espargaro pulled out of 
the Dutch GP weekend on Sat-
urday morning due to injury.

Remy Gardner will start 
19th on his Tech 3 KTM ahead 
of factory Yamaha rider Fran-
co Morbidelli and LCR Hon-
da’s Alex Marquez.

Aprilia wildcard Lorenzo 
Savadori, Tech 3’s Raul Fer-
nandez and RNF rookie Dar-
ryn Binder completed the 
field.

The 2022 MotoGP Dutch 
GP will get underway at 2pm 
local time on Sunday 26 June.

Bagnaia clinches Dutch 
pole with new lap record

MOTOGP

Ducati Lenovo Team Italian rider Francesco Bagnaia reacts after setting the fastest time during MotoGP 
qualifying at the TT circuit of Assen in Netherlands on Saturday. (AFP)

Dutch MotoGP starting grid after qualifying for the 11th round of the  
world championship on Saturday:
1st row: 
1. Francesco Bagnaia (ITA/Ducati) 1:31.504
2. Fabio Quartararo (FRA/Yamaha) 1:31.620
3. Jorge Martin (ESP/Ducati-Pramac) 1:31.708
2nd row:
4. Marco Bezzecchi (ITA/Ducati-VR46) 1:31.796
5. Aleix Espargaro (ESP/Aprilia) 1:31.868

6. Jack Miller (AUS/Ducati) 1:32.124
3rd row:
7. Johann Zarco (FRA/Ducati-Pramac) 1:32.175
8. Miguel Oliveira (POR/KTM) 1:32.272
9. Alex Rins (ESP/Suzuki) 1:32.307
4th row:
10. Brad Binder (RSA/KTM) 1:32.367
11. Maverick Vinales (ESP/Aprilia) 1:32.424
12. Takaaki Nakagami (JPN/Honda-LCR) 1:32.967.

Starting Grid

HOSTS GREECE DASH  
QATAR’S MEDAL HOPES

Qatar were edged out by hosts Greece in a thrilling quarter-final of the IHF 
World Beach Handball World Championships 2-1 at the Karteros Beach 
Sports Center in Heraklion on Saturday. The twice bronze medalists Qatar 
took an early lead but the tournament debutants bounced back to clinch 
a memorable 20–21, 19–14, 15–14 win to secure semis berth. In their 
next match, Qatar recovered to beat Norway 2-1 (24–27, 22–20, 4–7) 
to book fifth-place play-off against Uruguay. Qatari veteran Mohammed 
Ahmed Hassan who played a major role in Al Annabi’s bronze-winning 
runs in both 2014 and 2016, yesterday expressed his disappointment, 
but said now the team will target the fifth place which will assure them a 
place in next year’s ANOC World Beach Games in Indonesia. (TNN)

Serbian Novak Djokovic poses for a picture with Czech Jiri Lehecka after a 
practice session at Wimbledon on Saturday. (Pic: Wimbledon.com)

Djokovic maintains Covid 
vaccination stance, says 

unlikely he’d play US Open

WORLD AQUATICS C’SHIPS CONCLUDE

Italy’s Thomas Ceccon, Italy’s Nicolo Martinenghi and Italy’s Federico 
Burdissom react as they win the men’s 4x100m medley relay finals 
during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Championships at Duna 
Arena in Budapest on Saturday. Italy beat the US by 0.28 seconds in 
a thrilling fight for gold. Great Britain’s men won the bronze. Canada’s 
15-year-old Summer McIntosh won her second gold on the final day of 
the championships. McIntosh won the 400m medley in four minutes 
32.04secs, holding off 16-year-old American Katie Grimes. She also 
won 200m butterfly gold on Wednesday. Italian Gregorio Paltrinieri 
registered the second fastest time in men’s 1500m freestyle history to 
win his third gold in the event in 14:32.80. Swede Sarah Sjostrom beat 
Katarzyna Wasick and Meg Harris in the 50m freestyle to win a 19th 
individual medal at the world championships. (AFP)



Kvitova warms up with 
Eastbourne title

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

PETRA Kvitova clinched the 
Eastbourne singles title for 
the first time with a dominant 
straight-sets victory over de-
fending champion Jelena Os-
tapenko at the Rothesay Inter-
national on Saturday.

Two-time Wimbledon win-
ner Kvitova, who lost the 2011 
final to Marion Bartoli, con-
trolled a one-sided encounter 
from the outset en route to 
triumphing 6-3, 6-2 in just an 
hour and 17 minutes.

Eighth seed Ostapenko 
had previously not dropped 
a set all week at Devonshire 
Park but struggled to deal with 
the Czech’s booming serve and 
blistering forehand during an 
error-strewn display.

“I had already experienced 
losing in a final (in 2011), so I 
guess I am lucky” 32-year-old 
Kvitova said on court following 
her win. “It was a tough match.

“Playing on the grass is 
very special for me, especially 
when you step onto a beautiful 
court such as here.

“It’s really nice to play in 
front of the people again; in 
Corona it was a really tough 
time, it’s such a better feeling.” 

Victory for 14th seed Kvi-
tova brought a 29th career sin-
gles title and a big confidence 
boost ahead of a first-round 
Wimbledon meeting with Ital-
ian Jasmine Paolini.

The last player to win at 
Eastbourne and go on to tri-
umph at the All England Club in 
the same year was the late Czech 
player Jana Novotna in 1998.

Asked about her compa-
triot, who died at the age of 49 
in 2017, Kvitova said: “It’s al-
ways nice to think about Jana, 

of course.
“She had so many great 

matches, not only here but in 
Wimbledon as well.

“I’m glad that we are able 
to play such a great event as 
here. It’s the best preparation 
for Wimbledon.” 

Former world number 
two Kvitova swiftly bounced 
back from finishing runner-up 
here to Bartoli 11 years ago by 
claiming the first of her two 
Wimbledon titles.

The powerful left-hander 

never looked in any danger 
of further disappointment in 
East Sussex as she raced out 
of the blocks to establish a 3-0 
lead against the off-colour Os-
tapenko. She secured break-
point opportunities in each of 
the Latvian’s first-set service 
games and was not severely 
tested until the fourth game 
of the second when she resil-
iently saved five break points 
to maintain her stranglehold 
on the match.

Ostapenko later withdrew 

from the women’s doubles fi-
nal due to a toe injury on her 
right foot, handing the title 
to Serbian Aleksandra Krunic 
and Poland’s Magda Linette.

Despite that issue and 
her singles final defeat, the 
25-year-old - who had been 
partnering Ukrainian Lyud-
myla Kichenok - was pleased 
with her overall performance 
on the south coast.

“She played really well, so 
congrats,” the 2017 French 
Open champion, who has been 
drawn to play France’s Oceane 
Dodin at Wimbledon, said of 
Kvitova. “Of course for me it 
was not the result I wanted, 
but in general I have to take 
the positive out of this week 
because I think I played some 
great tennis, even though to-
day didn’t go my way.”

STATS PERFORM/DPA

NOVAK Djokovic and Rafael 
Nadal avoided the looming 
threat of Andy Murray and Nick 
Kyrgios in Wimbledon draw.

With both Murray and 
Kyrgios unseeded, they could 
have been drawn to face any 
of the top seeds, but it did not 
work out that way, most likely 
to everyone’s satisfaction.

Instead, top seed and 
tournament favourite Djoko-
vic drew South Korean Kwon 
Soon Woo, while Nadal was 
pitted with 23-year-old Argen-
tinian Francisco Cerundolo.

Djokovic will be bidding for 
a seventh Wimbledon title and 
a fourth in succession follow-
ing triumphs in 2018, 2019 and 
2021, after the cancellation of 
the 2020 championships.

For second seed Nadal, 
who has won the Austral-
ian Open and French Open 
already this year to reach a 
record 22 men’s grand slam 
singles titles, there is the pos-
sibility of a rare calendar 
Grand Slam.

He must carry off the ti-
tle at Wimbledon for the first 
time since 2010 to stay in the 
hunt for that elusive clean 
sweep, last achieved in men’s 

singles in 1969 by Rod Laver.
Murray, who like Nadal is 

a two-time former Wimbledon 
champion, was paired with 
James Duckworth of Austral-
ia and could face big-serving 
American John Isner in round 
two. Murray has been troubled 
by an abdominal strain in the 

past fortnight, and it remains to 
be seen whether the 35-year-old 
is in shape to be a contender.

Duckworth’s countryman 
Kyrgios has been in fine form 
of late, reaching consecutive 
semi-finals in Houston, Stutt-
gart and Halle before he too 
suffered an abdominal twinge 

this week and withdrew from 
the Mallorca Championships. 
Kyrgios will start against Brit-
ain’s Paul Jubb at Wimbledon.

A notable first-round clash 
saw three-time major winner 
Stan Wawrinka, in the draw 
on a wildcard, paired with 
Italian 10th seed Sinner, while 

Matteo Berrettini, runner-up 
to Djokovic last year, will play 
Chile’s Cristian Garin.

Powerful Italian Berrettini, 
who has won the Stuttgart and 
Queen’s Club titles on grass 
this year, features on Nadal’s 
side of the draw, while in the 
top half Djokovic has the likes 

of Carlos Alcaraz and Hubert 
Hurkacz for company.

Alcaraz, the 19-year-old 
Spanish revelation who has 
won four titles already this 
year, was drawn to face the 
experienced German Jan-Len-
nard Struff in round one.

Men’s third seed Casper 

Ruud has never won a singles 
match at Wimbledon, losing in 
the first round on his previous 
two appearances.

The recent French Open 
runner-up will look to get off 
the mark on the SW19 grass 
against 34-year-old Span-
iard Albert Ramos-Vinolas.

Djokovic and Nadal avoid draw 
dangermen Murray and Kyrgios

STATS PERFORM/DPA

SERENA Williams begins her 
Wimbledon challenge against 
French player Harmony Tan, 
who will be making her main-
draw debut.

For 40-year-old Ameri-
can Williams, a seven-time 
Wimbledon singles champion, 
there will be relief at avoiding 
a seed in the first round.

That was a possibility given 
that Williams is in the draw on 
a wildcard, having not played 
singles since suffering an an-
kle injury in her Wimbledon 

opener 12 months ago.
Instead, the 23-time grand 

slam winner will face the 
world number 113, who lost 
in the first round of the recent 
French Open, perhaps as soft 
a landing as Williams could 
have had.

Wimbledon begins on 
Monday at the All England 
Club, with women’s defend-
ing champion Ash Barty not 
involved after announcing a 
shock retirement in March.

Williams has returned to 
action this week at the East-
bourne International, winning 

through two rounds in doubles 
alongside Ons Jabeur, before 
the duo pulled out due to a 
knee worry for Jabeur.

Awaiting the winner of 
Williams versus Tan will be 
American Christina McHale or 
Spanish 32nd seed Sara Sor-
ribes Tormo, while last year’s 
runner-up Karolina Pliskova 
is a potential third-round ob-
stacle.

Women’s top seed Iga 
Swiatek starts against Croa-
tian qualifier Jana Fett, while 
Britain’s US Open champion 
Emma Raducanu was drawn 
to face the experienced Bel-
gian Alison Van Uytvanck, a 
player who knocked out the 
then-defending champion 
Garbine Muguruza at Wimble-
don four years ago.

Tunisian third seed 
Jabeur was paired with 
Swedish qualifier Mirjam 
Bjorklund, Pliskova faces fel-
low Czech Tereza Martincova, 
and American Coco Gauff, 
fresh from a first Grand Slam 
final in Paris, drew Romanian 
Elena-Gabriela Ruse.

Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit, 
who may struggle to live up to 
her billing as the second seed 
having never previously gone 
past round three, plays Ameri-
can Bernarda Pera first up.

Among former champi-
ons, Angelique Kerber tack-
les Kristina Mladenovic in her 
opener, while Simona Halep 
was handed a tough assignment 
against Karolina Muchova.

Of all the players in the 
draw this year, Muchova is the 
woman with the highest win-
ning percentage in Wimble-
don main draw matches.

The Czech has an 80 per 
cent success record, winning 
eight matches and losing twice 
after reaching the quarter-
finals in her both previous ap-
pearances, losing to Elina Svi-
tolina in 2019 and Kerber last 
season.

Tan test awaits Serena

Serena Williams of the US during a women’s doubles match of the 
Eastbourne International in Eastbourne, England, last week. (AFP)

Andreescu denied glory after Garcia fightback
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

BIANCA Andreescu was de-
nied her first WTA singles title 
since the 2019 US Open when 
Caroline Garcia fought back 
from behind to win a thrilling 
Bad Homburg Open final.

Garcia won her first WTA 
crown for three years by recov-

ering to win a close encounter 
6-7 (5-7), 6-4, 6-4 on Saturday.

Andreescu went into the 
final as the strong favourite, a 
position she strengthened by 
narrowly claiming the first-set 
tie-break, but Garcia battled 
back to improve her impressive 
career record in finals to 8-3.

She claimed her first trophy 
since winning on the Notting-

ham grass in 2019, the same 
year as Andreescu’s famous 
Flushing Meadows triumph.

Andreescu was playing in 
her sixth career showpiece, hav-
ing enjoyed a standout week at 
the WTA 250 event. The Cana-
dian did not drop a set en route 
to the final, which included beat-
ing top seed Daria Kasatkina.

But defeating the battling 

Garcia, who had saved a match 
point before beating fellow 
Frenchwoman Alize Cornet in 
the semi-finals, proved a step 
too far. After winning three 
straight points to claim a tight 
tie-break, Andreescu was a 
break ahead at 4-2 in the sec-
ond set before Garcia launched 
a strong comeback.

Andreescu was also a break 

up in the final set but Garcia - 
who broke five times through-
out the contest - prevailed in 
two hours and 42 minutes.

With Wimbledon approach-
ing, Andreescu was playing just 
her sixth tournament of the 
season following a six-month 
hiatus to look after her mental 
health that had followed a string 
of injuries over recent years.

WIMBLEDON

 Playing on the grass is very special for me, especially 
when you step onto a beautiful court such as here. It’s 
really nice to play in front of the people again; in Corona it 
was a really tough time, it’s such a better feeling. 

Petra Kvitova

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in action during the men’s exhibition singles match at The Giorgio Armani Tennis 
Classic tournament at the Hurlingham Club, in London, on June 22. (AFP)

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns to Canada’s Felix Auger-Aliassime during their men’s exhibition singles match 
at The Giorgio Armani Tennis Classic tournament at the Hurlingham Club in London on June 24. (AFP)

Czech Republic’s Petra Kvitova celebrates with the trophy after winning the Eastbourne International tennis 
tournament in Eastbourne, England, on Saturday. 

France’s Caroline Garcia celebrates with the trophy after winning the 
2022 WTA Bad Homburg Open in Homburg, Germany, on Saturday. (AFP)
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ICC
HEADINGLEY

FOUR wickets after tea re-
stricted New Zealand as they 
look to set England a tricky 
target in the third Test at 
Headingley on Saturday.

What seemed like an im-
possible dream at one point, 
turned into a reality as the 
hosts managed to take a cru-
cial first innings lead. Bairstow 
would bring up a brilliant 150 
but his 137-run stand with 
Jamie Overton would finally 
come to an end. It was heart-
break for the debutant, who 
missed out on a well-deserved 
ton by a mere three runs, with 
Boult getting his wicket with 
a lovely delivery that shaped 
away from him. 

Stuart Broad was a man on 
the mission though, opening up 
his blade and playing an enter-
taining knock of 42 off 36, be-
fore being bowled by Southee. 
Bairstow would finally perish 
for 162 against the spin of Mi-
chael Bracewell. Jack Leach was 
the final man to depart for 3, but 
the efforts of the lower-order 
along with the brilliance of Jon-
ny Bairstow ensured that Eng-
land took a slender 31-run lead. 

It has been a poor series 
for two of New Zealand’s key 
batters – skipper Kane Wil-
liamson and his deputy Tom 
Latham. While Latham strug-
gled in both the Tests and the 
first innings of the ongoing 
Test in Leeds, Williamson was 
ruled out of the second match 
with COVID. The failure of the 
pair to aggregate runs though 
has been a key factor in the 
visitors losing the series. 

The pair finally showed 
some semblance of form in the 
second session. After losing 
Will Young relatively early, the 
onus was even more on the two 
experienced veterans to steady 
the ship. Latham registered 
his first half-century of the 
tour while Williamson would 
look solid, batting through 
the majority of the afternoon 

session, which could only be a 
positive for the Kiwis. 

With the Black Caps look-
ing set for a sizeable lead, it 

was England’s two inexperi-
enced seamers who stepped 
up to stem the tide.

Overton, fresh from his 

outstanding efforts with the 
bat, teased an edge from 
Latham to send the opener 
packing for 76.

And it was Potts who drew 
the edge from Kane William-
son, with the New Zealand 
skipper dismissed two runs 
shy of his half-century.

A sharp catch from Ol-
lie Pope at short leg did for 
Devon Conway (11) off the 
bowling of Joe Root, and it 
was Jack Leach who removed 
Henry Nicholls (7) caught and 
bowled to leave the tourists 
five down on the day.

Rain brought an early halt 
to proceedings with the score 
at 168/5, but the four wickets 
after tea leave the Test finely 
balanced heading into the 
fourth day.

Late wickets brighten England 
hopes as rain intervenes

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
RABAT (MOROCCO)

RECOGNIZING the role of 
youth in mobilizing action to 
prevent violent extremism 
(PVE) through sport-based 
activities, the United Nations 
Alliance of Civilizations (UN-
AOC) convened young civil so-
ciety leaders from the Middle 
East and North Africa (MENA) 
in an intergenerational dia-
logue with key stakeholders.

The event was organized 
within the framework of the 
Global Programme on the 
Security of Major Sporting 
Events and the Promotion of 
Sport and its Values as a Tool 
to Prevent Violent Extremism 
(“Global Programme”), which 
is led by the United Nations 
Office of Counter-Terrorism 
(UNOCT), in partnership 
with UNAOC, the United Na-
tions Interregional Crime and 
Justice Research Institute 
(UNICRI), and the Interna-
tional Centre for Sport Secu-
rity (ICSS).

Sports have historically 
played a significant role in the 
promotion of peace and devel-
opment by fostering positive 
values across societies. Ad-
ditionally, young people con-
tinue to affirm their leadership 
as key drivers of sustainable 
peace in identifying and ad-
dressing the triggers of violent 
extremism through their in-
novation and diversity in their 
actions and rationale.

In fact, the United Nations 
acknowledges the impact of 
young people through UNSCR 
2535 (2020), among other 
noteworthy resolutions, by 
calling upon Member States to 
improve the capacity-building 
and inclusion of youth in key 

peace processes.
In this context, UNAOC 

provided a platform for young 
leaders from Bahrain, Egypt, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Mo-
rocco, and Qatar to lend their 
voices to conversations on 
PVE policymaking, grassroots 
S4D as well as the role of ath-
letes and sporting events in 
promoting inclusive and di-
verse societies.

The intergenerational dia-
logue underscored the power 
of sport to promote increased 
youth participation in national 
and regional PVE strategies 
and reaffirmed the role of 
youth in fostering sustainable 
peace and development in the 
MENA region. As a culminat-
ing activity, the participants 
engaged in interactive discus-

sions with regional decision-
makers and policy specialists 
during a high-level event.

Over 35 people from 
Rabat-based civil society or-
ganizations, UN entities, and 
government officials attended 
the event. Regional experts 
who engaged with the young 
participants include Ramata 
Almamy Mbaye, Director of 
Social and Human Sciences 
Sector of ICESCO; Ms.

Fatima-Ezzahrae El Kbiri, 
Partnership Specialist of the 
Union for the Mediterranean; 
Hamza El Hajoui, Vice-Pres-
ident of the Moroccan Royal 
Football Federation and the 
President of FUS; Alioune 
Ndiaye, Head of Peace and Cit-
izenship Division of ICESCO; 
Diogo Guia, Director, Sports 

Public Policy and Chief Oper-
ating Officer of ICSS; Yassine 
Bellarab, Chargé de Mission of 
the General Secretariat of Ra-
bita Mohammadia des Oulé-
mas; and Dr.

Karim Hendili, Director of 
the UNESCO cluster office for 
Morocco, Algeria, Libya, Mau-
ritania and Tunisia, among 
others. Representatives from 
Global Programme partners, 
including UNOCT, UNAOC, 
UNICRI, and ICSS were pre-
sent as well.

“Sport is one of the key 
tools to prevent violent ex-
tremism as it transcends be-
yond geographical borders. 
The universal popularity of 
sport presents an opportunity 
to attract and mobilize peo-
ple of all ages, cultures and 

religions, making it a unique 
peacebuilding tool. To this 
end, UNAOC celebrates sport 
as a powerful tool to foster 
cohesive and inclusive socie-
ties. The values inherent in 
sport, such as mutual respect, 
solidarity and integrity, are at 
the heart of the mission of UN-
AOC,” Mr. Miguel Moratinos, 
High Representative for UN-
AOC, said in his opening video 
remarks.

“We must never forget that 
young people are an important 
ally in the prevention of vio-
lent extremism. The current 
youth generation is acknowl-
edged as the largest in history 
with a critical role in shaping 
significant social and political 
advancements. 

“Young people are justly 

demanding a direct say in the 
formulation, design, imple-
mentation, and evaluation of 
PCVE programmes, policies, 
and approaches, as violent ex-
tremism conducive to terror-
ism is directly affecting them,” 
said Mr. Bram Van Haver, 
UNAOC Project Management 
Specialist.

“This event is another 
milestone of our Global Pro-
gramme since the promotion 
of youth participation in the 
prevention of violent extrem-
ism through sport-based 
activities can both support 
peace-building and promote 
tolerance based on the posi-
tive values of sport, allowing 
to gain access to young people 
through less formal channels. 
Sport has significant educa-

tional values that can be used 
to tackle radicalisation within 
young people and encourage 
social inclusion,” said Mr. Di-
ogo Guia Chief Operating Of-
ficer of ICSS Europe.

Youth leaders who par-
ticipated in the discussion 
include: Abdulla Almuqahwi 
(Bahrain), Ayoub Ait Atman 
(Morocco), Christian Saleh 
Hajj (Lebanon), Ikbel Rhimi 
(Tunisia), Khola Abdalla (Lib-
ya), Mohamed Ahmed Taha 
Radwan (Egypt), Mohammed 
Al-Qassabi (Qatar), Moham-
med Sadiq (Iraq), Mohamed 
Tarek Morsy (Egypt), Oussa-
ma Rachidi (Morocco), Saeed 
Khowaja Taha Hajani (Iraq), 
Salma Elmettichi (Morocco), 
Soufiane Zarraa (Tunisia), and 
Vera Al Mawla (Lebanon).

ICSS joins UNAOC, UNOCT, and UNICRI in dialogue on role 
of youth in preventing violent extremism through sport

AGENCIES/TNN
GROS ISLET (ST LUCIA)

WEST Indies were 270 for 5 in 
reply to Bangladesh’s 234 after 
tea on Day Two of their second 
Test at the Darren Sammy Sta-
dium on Saturday.

Mehidy Hasan helped 
Bangladesh break a century 
stand after he claimed Jer-
maine Blackwood (40) leg be-
fore wicket.

Kyle Myers (unbeaten on 
80) at the time of going to the 
press, had shared a 116-run 
stand with Blackwood after 
the hosts were 132-4 at earlier 
stage.

On the opening day of the 
Test, a 67-run opening part-
nership following a dominant 
display by the fast bowlers has 
put West Indies in a good po-
sition.

Despite losing both their 
openers, Bangladesh put up a 
decent display in the opening 
session on day one and the 
visitors would have hoped to 
put up a score in excess of 300. 

The West Indies fast bowl-
ers, though, had other ideas 
and put the breaks in the sec-
ond session reducing the visi-
tors from 105/2 to 138/6.

The West Indies seamers 
kept their foot on the throttle 
throughout the innings shar-
ing 10 wickets between them. 

Both Jayden Seales and 
Alzarri Joseph picked up three 
wickets each, while Anderson 
Phillip and Kyle Mayers each 
secured two-wicket hauls in a 

brilliant display of fast bowl-
ing on a pitch that looked con-
ducive for batting.

Liton Das put up a good 
performance for Bangladesh 
to put up a valiant 53 as the 
team was all out for 234.

With Bangladesh reeling in 
the second session, Das put up 
two important partnerships 
with Mehidy Hasan Miraz and 
Shoriful Islam taking the side 
closer to the 200-run mark.

The 27-year-old has scored 
four fifties and two centuries 
this year. His 640 runs this cal-
endar year has put him fourth 
in the list of batters with the 
most runs in 2022. Das is only 
101 runs behind Usman Kha-
waja who has 751 runs against 
his name and is the top scorer 
in Test matches this year.

Captain Kraigg Brathwaite 
(30*) and John Campbell (32*) 
set up a solid foundation for 
the home team and with West 
Indies poised to take a big lead 
with all their ten wickets intact. 

The Caribbean side were 
behind Bangladesh by 67 runs 
at the close of play on day one.

Currently, on 42 points, 
West Indies have a chance to 
increase their ICC World Test 
Championship points tally to 
54 if they win this Test and 
seal the series 2-0.

Scores: West Indies (1st Inns) 
270-5 after tea Day 2 (Camp-
bell 32*, Brathwaite 30*) vs 
Bangladesh 1st Inns 234 (Lit-
ton 53, Tamim 46, Joseph 3-50, 
Seales 3-53) by 167 runs.

Hasan breaks big stand as 
WI take lead in second Test
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The event was organized within the framework of the Global Programme on the Security of Major Sporting Events and the Promotion of Sport and its Values as a Tool to Prevent Violent Extremism (“Global Pro-
gramme”), which is led by the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), in partnership with UNAOC, the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI), and the International 
Centre for Sport Security (ICSS).

England’s Matthew Potts (L) and England’s captain Ben Stokes (R) celebrate after Potts takes the wicket of New Zealand’s captain Kane Williamson 
on Day 3 of the third cricket Test match between England and New Zealand at Headingley Cricket Ground in Leeds, England, on Saturday. (AFP)

New Zealand 1st Innings 329 (D Mitchell 109, T 
Blundell 55; J Leach 5-100, S Broad 3-62)
England 1st Innings (overnight: 264-6)
A. Lees b Boult  4
Z. Crawley b Boult  6
O. Pope b Boult  5
J. Root c Blundell b Southee  5
J. Bairstow c Boult b Bracewell  162
B. Stokes c Williamson b Wagner  18
B. Foakes lbw b Wagner  0
J. Overton c Mitchell b Boult  97
S. Broad b Southee  42
M. Potts not out  1
J. Leach lbw b Southee  8

Extras: (lb11, w1)  12
Total: (All out, 67 overs, 348 mins)  360
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Lees), 2-14 (Pope), 3-17 
(Crawley), 4-21 (Root), 5-55 (Stokes), 6-55 (Foakes), 
7-296 (Overton), 8-351 (Broad), 9-351 (Bairstow), 
10-360 (Leach).
Bowling: Boult 22-4-104-4 (1w); Southee 23-2-100-3; 
Wagner 12-1-75-2; Bracewell 7-0-54-1; Mitchell 3-0-
16-0.
New Zealand (2nd Innings)
T. Latham c Bairstow b Overton  76
W. Young c Pope b Potts  8
K. Williamson c Bairstow b Potts  48
D. Conway c Pope b Root  11

H. Nicholls c and b Leach  7
D. Mitchell not out  4
T. Blundell not out  5
Extras: (b5, lb1, nb2, w1)  9
Total: (For 5 wkts, 51.5 overs, 240 mins)  168
To bat: M Bracewell, T Southee, N Wagner, T Boult
Fall of wickets: 1-28 (Young), 2-125 (Latham), 3-152 
(Conway), 4-153 (Williamson), 5-161 (Nicholls).
Bowling: Broad 14-2-45-0; Leach 13-5-26-1; Potts 
9.5-2-20-2; Overton 9-2-34-1 (1nb, 1w); Stokes 4-0-
30-0 (1nb); Root 2-0-7-1.
Match position: New Zealand lead by 137 runs with 
five wickets standing.

Scoreboard

Mehidy Hasan Miraz (L) and Shakib Al Hasan (2L), of Bangladesh, 
celebrate the dismissal of Kraigg Brathwaite of West Indies on the 
second day of their 2nd Test at Darren Sammy Cricket Ground in Gros 
Islet, Saint Lucia, on Saturday. (AFP)
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AMIR, EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT DISCUSS RELATIONS

First Qatari plane with relief materials arrives in Afghanistan
The first Qatari plane carrying a ship-
ment of aid arrived in the city of Khost 
in Afghanistan on Saturday. The ship-
ment was presented by Qatar Charity, 
in cooperation with partner parties and 
in coordination with the Qatar Fund for 
Development, to support the Afghan peo-
ple as part of an urgent relief campaign 
to support the earthquake victims. The 
shipment contained 13 tonnes of aid. 
This aid comes within the framework of 
the efforts of Qatar and its firm commit-
ment to provide support for and stand by 
the Afghan people, and to provide them 
with urgent and necessary needs. (QNA)

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and President of Egypt Abdel Fattah El-Sisi held a session of official talks at Al Ittihadiya Palace in Cairo on Saturday. At the outset of the session, the Egyptian president welcomed HH the 
Amir and his accompanying delegation, wishing them a pleasant stay. For his part, HH the Amir thanked the president for the warm reception and hospitality, looking forward to strengthening relations in a way that achieves common aspirations, 
serves the interests of the two countries and peoples, and develops them to broader horizons on various levels. HH the Amir later attended a luncheon banquet hosted by the president of Egypt. The banquet was attended by the Personal Represent-
ative of HH the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad Al Thani and members of the official delegation accompanying HH the Amir. On the Egyptian side, the banquet was attended by a number of ministers and senior officials. (QNA)

Amir arrives in Algeria’s Oran
QNA 
ORAN 

THE Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani on Saturday arrived in 
the city of Oran in Algeria to 
attend the opening ceremony 
of the 19th Oran 2022 Medi-
terranean Games.

HH the Amir was wel-
comed at the Oran Interna-
tional Airport ‘Ahmed Ben 
Bella’ by President of Algeria 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune.

Also at the airport to wel-
come HH the Amir were a 
number of ministers of the 
Algerian government, Ambas-
sador of Qatar to Algeria HE 
Abdulaziz Ali Al Naama, Am-
bassador of Algeria to Qatar 
HE Dr Mustafa Boutoura and 
Qatar embassy officials. Upon 

his arrival at the airport, an of-
ficial reception ceremony was 
held for HH the Amir. HH the 
Amir is accompanied by Per-

sonal Representative of HH 
the Amir HH Sheikh Jassim 
bin Hamad Al Thani and an 
official delegation.

Algerian president hosts dinner banquet 
in honour of Amir, accompanying team

ORAN: The Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani attended the dinner 
banquet hosted by his brother 
President of sisterly People’s 

Democratic Republic of Algeria 
Abdelmadjid Tebboune in hon-
our of heads of states, govern-
ments and delegations invited 
on the occasion of the opening 

of the 19th session for the 2022 
Mediterranean Games in Oran. 
The banquet was attended by 
HH Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad 
Al Thani,  Personal representa-

tive of HH the Amir, and mem-
bers of the official delegation. 
On the Algerian side, a number 
of ministers and senior officials 
attended the banquet. (QNA)


