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ASIAN champions Qatar have 
leapfrogged Saudi Arabia into 
fifth place in Asia after climb-
ing two spots to 49th accord-
ing to the  latest FIFA Men’s 
World Ranking released on 
Thursday.

Iran have dropped two 
spots to 23rd but remain Asia’s 
top side while Japan dropped 
one spot to 24th to remain 
second while Korea Republic 
moved up one rung to 28th.

Australia, boosted by 
their qualification to the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, moved 
up three spots to 39 to occupy 
fourth place among the Asian 
sides.

Saudi Arabia (53), United 
Arab Emirates (69), Iraq (70), 
Oman (75) and Uzbekistan 
(77) complete Asia’s top 10. 

The FIFA World Cup 2022 
hosts Qatar are also fifth in the 
Arab world behind Morocco 
(22) Tunisia (30), Egypt (40) 
and Algeria (41). 

With the 2022 World Cup 
just a little over four months 
away, the surge in rankings 
should come as a boost to Qa-
tar who have returned into 
the top-50 fold after having 
slipped in February’s rank-
ings. Qatar had ended 2021 on 
the 48th position. 

The Felix Sanchez-coached 

Qatar national team is pres-
ently undergoing a condi-
tioning camp in Marbella – a 
coastal city in Spain.

In March, Qatar played 
two home friendlies against 
Slovenia and Bulgaria follow-
ing their participation at the 
FIFA Arab Cup 2021.

Qatar are in Group A of 
the World Cup where they will 
face European giants Nether-

lands, African champions Sen-
egal and Ecuador. 

The hosts will kick off their 
campaign against Ecuador on 
November 21 at the Al Bayt 
Stadium. 

Brazil still numero uno
Brazil top the bill ahead of Bel-
gium while Lionel Messi’s Ar-
gentina swapped places with 
world champions France who 

went down to fourth after fail-
ing to get a win in their recent 

four Nations League games.
England remain fifth, 

Spain moved into sixth at the 
expense of Euro champions 
Italy, the Netherlands climbed 
two into eighth, ahead of Por-
tugal, with Denmark up one to 
complete the top 10.

Mexico meanwhile 
dropped out of the top 10, 
down three from ninth to 12th, 
behind Germany.

A total 280 matches were 
relevant for the latest national 
team rankings, with Kazakh-
stan the biggest climbers up 11 
spots while Egypt and Nepal 
each lost eight places.

Between the final qualifiers 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, the UEFA and Concacaf 
Nations Leagues fixtures, 
the qualifiers for continental 
championships in Asia and 

Africa, and a host of friendly 
matches, there has been no 
shortage of international foot-
ball since the last edition of the 
FIFA/Coca-Cola World Rank-
ing in March. A total of 280 
international fixtures took 
place during this period with 
significant ramifications in the 
Ranking: of the 211 countries 
listed in the global standings, 
177 experienced movement. 

Qatar back into the top 50 of FIFA rankings
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ZINEDINE Zidane has not 
ruled out taking over as head 
coach at Paris Saint-Germain 
or following Didier Des-
champs as France’s national 
team coach, amid growing 
speculation over his future.

Mauricio Pochettino’s de-
parture from PSG has not yet 
been finalised, but reports 
have linked both Zidane and 
Nice boss Christophe Galtier 
to the job, with club president 
Nasser Al Khelaifi even con-
firming talks with the latter.

Stepping down in 2021 as 
a two-time LaLiga and three-
time Champions League win-
ner with Real Madrid, Zidane 
would assume either role as a 
highly-decorated coach, hav-
ing also enjoyed an exception-
al playing career.

In an interview with 
L’Equipe to mark his 50th 
birthday, the Marseille native 
indicated he would not turn 
down the opportunity to coach 
the fiercest rivals of the club he 
supported as a child, citing a 
lack of realistic options in both 
personal and logistical senses.

“Never say never,” he said. 
“Especially when you are a 
coach today, but the question 
is moot. This is absolutely ir-
relevant. When I was a player, I 
had a choice, almost every club.

“As a coach, there are not 
50 clubs where I can go. There 
are two or three possibilities. 
This is the current reality. As 

coaches, we have much less 
choice than players. If I go 
back to a club, it’s to win. I say 
this with all modesty. That’s 
why I can’t go anywhere. For 
other reasons, too, I might not 
be able to go everywhere.

“The language, for exam-
ple. Some conditions make 
things more difficult. When 
I’m asked: ‘Do you want to go 
to Manchester?’ I understand 
English but I don’t fully mas-
ter it. I know there are coaches 
who go to clubs without speak-

ing the language, but I work 
differently. To win, many ele-
ments come into play.” 

From leading France to the 
World Cup in 1998 as a player - 
propelling him to his sole Ballon 
d’Or award in the process - to 
his straight red card in the 2006 
World Cup final after headbut-
ting Italy’s Marco Materazzi, Zi-
dane experienced both the highs 
and lows with Les Bleus.

Punctuating his stellar in-
ternational career with that 
sending off in Berlin leaves 

him with unfinished business 
at international level, but Zi-
dane insisted his ambition 
will be with respect to current 
France boss Deschamps and 
his preparations for this year’s 
World Cup in Qatar.

“I want to (be head coach 
of France), of course. I will be, 
I hope, one day,” Zidane said. 
“When? It’s not up to me, but 
I want to come full circle with 
the France team. I knew this 
French team as a player, and 
it’s the most beautiful thing 

that’s ever happened to me.
“But really, this is the pin-

nacle. And so, as I experienced 
that and today I am a coach, 
the France team is firmly root-
ed in my head.

“When I say that I want to 
take the France team one day, 
I assume it. Today, a team is in 
place, with its goals. But if the 
opportunity comes next, then 
I’ll be there. Again, it’s not up 
to me. My deep desire is there. 
The France team is the most 
beautiful thing there is.”

‘Never say never’ – Zidane keeps 
door open for PSG, France roles
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LONDON: Serena Williams’ return to tennis in Eastbourne has been cut short after doubles partner Ons Jabeur withdrew from the tournament because of a knee injury.  
Williams has played her first two competitive matches at the Rothesay International since limping out of Wimbledon in tears last summer with a hamstring problem. Williams 
and Tunisian Jabeur made it through to the semi-finals with a narrow victory over Maria Bouzkova and Sara Sorribes Tormo and then a more convincing one against Shuko 
Aoyama and Chan Hao-ching. But the American will now turn her attention to a much greater test at the All England Club, where she has taken a wild card into the women’s 
singles as she continues her pursuit of a record-equalling 24th Grand Slam title. Speaking after Wednesday’s match, Williams said: “I feel good. As good as one can feel 
after having such a long time off. I was telling Ons, this was a really good match and the second set in particular, they played really well, but we were able to just play different 
circumstances. “It was actually good match play and match practice, which is exactly what I needed and what I wanted to do coming here, so I couldn’t have asked for more.” 
Williams, who is unseeded at Wimbledon, will find out who she faces in the first round when the draw is made on Friday morning. (PA MEDIA/DPA)

Serena’s Eastbourne doubles run ends early after Jabeur suffers injury

 Quick read

Sergio Alegre, assistant coach to Xavi Hernandez at Barcelona, and a former member of Qatar national 
team’s coaching staff during Asian Cup 2019, with Qatar coach Felix Sanchez and Qatar captain Hassan  
Al Haydos, when he visited the national team’s training camp at Marbella in Spain on Wednesday.

Qatar players during a training session at their ongoing conditioning camp in Marbella, a coastal city in 
southern Spain.

1. Brazil (Pts: 1837.56); 2. Belgium 
(1821.92); 3. Argentina (1770.65);  
4. France (1764.85); 5. England 
(1737.46); 6. Spain (1716.93);  
7. Italy (1713.86); 8. Netherlands 
(1679.41); 9. Portugal (1678.65);  
10. Denmark (1665.47).

THE TOP TEN

Real Madrid’s French coach Zinedine Zidane. (AFP)

FIFA approves increase 
of World Cup squads 
strength to 26 players

DPA

FOOTBALL governing body 
FIFA has approved the in-
crease of the World Cup 
squads to a maximum of 26 
players, the federation said on 
Thursday.

National teams are to take 
at least 23 players to the next 
tournament in Qatar from 
November 21 to December 18, 
while the maximum number 
of players on the release list 
has been increased from 35 to 
55.

In addition, FIFA said that 
the last match day at club level 

for players nominated in the 
final squads for the World Cup 
will be on November 13.

According to FIFA, the 
change was made due to the 
“need to retain additional flex-
ibility due to the unique tim-
ing” of the Qatar World Cup 
and the “broader context of 
the disruptive effects caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
on squads before and during 
tournaments.” 

FIFA also said that the 
2023 presidential election will 
take place at the 73rd FIFA 
Congress to be held in Kigali, 
Rwanda, on March 16, 2023.

Al Arabi to train in Spain 
ahead of new QSL season
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THE technical and administra-
tive staff of the Al Arabi team 
has decided to set up a train-
ing camp in Spain in Jerez de 
la Frontera city for the team to 
prepare ahead of the new foot-
ball season and the 2022-2023 
QNB Stars League.

The camp shall begin on 
July 1 and continue until July 21.

During the overseas camp, 
Al Arabi will play many friend-
ly matches besides their tech-
nical and physical training 
which will prepare the players, 
both foreign and local profes-

sionals, for the new season.
As part of the ongoing 

preparations at Al Arabi for 
the new season, the contract 
of distinguished national 
coach Younis Ali was renewed 
to guide the team in the next 
season following his success 
with Al Arabi which qualified 
for the semi-finals for the first 
time since 2011 during the 
2021-2022 QSL season.

Goalkeeper Jasem Al Hail 
has also been signed from Qatar 
Sports Club in a reciprocal deal 
between the two clubs. Al Hail 
moved to Al Arabi in exchange 
for goalkeeper Sata Al Abbasi 
joining Qatar Sports Club.



It was a big scare – Alvarez rescued by 
coach after fainting in pool at worlds

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

AMERICAN artistic swimmer 
Anita Alvarez was “not breath-
ing” when she was rescued 
from the bottom of the pool 
after fainting at the World 
Aquatics Championships.

The 25-year-old lost con-
sciousness after completing 
her solo free final routine in 
Budapest on Wednesday.

Alvarez’s coach Andrea 
Fuentes responded to the dra-
ma by diving in fully clothed to 
pull the swimmer to safety.

“It was a big scare,” 
four-time Olympic medal-
list Fuentes was reported as 
saying by Spanish newspaper 
Marca. 

“I was scared because I 
saw she was not breathing, but 
now she is doing very well.

“She only had water in her 
lungs, once she started breath-
ing again everything was OK.” 
And speaking to Spanish ra-

dio, she said: “It felt like a 
whole hour.

I said things weren’t right, 
I was shouting at the lifeguards 
to get into the water, but they 
didn’t catch what I said or they 
didn’t understand.

“She wasn’t breathing. I 

went as quickly as I could, as 
if it were an Olympic final.” 
Alvarez was given medical at-
tention poolside before being 
taken away on a stretcher.

In a statement on the US 
Artistic Swimming Instagram 
page, Fuentes said Alvarez 

would be assessed by doctors 
on Thursday before a decision 
was made on her competing in 
Friday’s team event.

Fuentes said: “Anita is 
OK - the doctors checked all 
vitals and everything is nor-
mal: heart rate, oxygen, sugar 

levels, blood pressure, etc. all 
is OK.

“We sometimes forget that 
this happens in other high-en-
durance sports.

“Marathon, cycling, cross 
country. we all have seen im-
ages where some athletes 
don’t make it to the finish line 
and others help them to get 
there.

“Our sport is no different 
than others, just in a pool, we 
push through limits and some-
times we find them.

“Anita feels good now and 
the doctors also say she is OK.

“Tomorrow she will rest 
all day and will decide with 
the doctor if she can swim free 
team finals or not. Thank you 
for all of your well wishes for 
Anita.” Alvarez, who finished 
seventh in the final, previously 
fainted following a routine 
during an Olympic qualifier in 
Barcelona last year.

Fuentes also rescued her 
on that occasion.
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MADRID put its Formula One 
ambitions in writing on Thurs-
day as Spanish capital chiefs 
declared the city is ready 
to host future races.

Enrique Lopez, minister 
of the presidency, justice and 
interior in Madrid, sent a let-
ter to Formula One chief ex-
ecutive Stefano Domenicali in 
which he outlined the vision.

The Circuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya has staged the Span-
ish Grand Prix since 1991, and 
the letter from Lopez did not 
explicitly state Madrid would 
seek to take over the hosting of 
that race.

The Barcelona circuit has a 
contract that runs until 2026.

In recent times, Valen-
cia also staged the European 
Grand Prix from 2008 to 
2012, while the Madrid region 

has not held a Formula One 
race since Gilles Villeneuve 
won in 1981 at the Circuito del 

Jarama.
Lopez pointed to Madrid’s 

strengths in his approach to 

Domenicali, mentioning “an 
outstanding economic and so-
cial development in the Span-

ish and European contexts”.
“I believe that holding in 

Madrid a motor racing event, 
which is one of the most excit-
ing sporting phenomena of our 
time, would be a success for all 
the professionals, institutions 
and companies involved in the 
development of Formula 1. Of 
course, it would also be a sat-
isfaction for the whole region 
and its citizens,” Lopez wrote.

“That is why the govern-
ment of the community of Ma-
drid has the greatest interest 
in making it possible.

“In short, I would like to 
confirm our commitment to 
you and to this project, as well 
as our willingness to sign the 
appropriate agreements to 
promote the race and offer a 
great sporting and entertain-
ment spectacle. We are ready 
to work with you and your 
team to bring Formula 1 to 
Madrid.”

Madrid launches bold quest  
to bring F1 to Spanish capital

FAN leaders from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia have expressed their 

excitement ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 dur-
ing a visit to the host country, 
where they took a closer look 
at the stadiums that will host 
their team’s matches. 

Speaking from Education 
City Stadium, which will see 
the Green Falcons take on Po-
land on 27 November, Faisal 
Al Dosari, a Board member 
with the Saudi National Team 
Fan Association spoke about 
his delight with the state of the 
art facility.

“What we see today is a 
magnificent structure that 
reflects the hard work that 
went into it. It’s a tremendous 
achievement for Qatar, and I 
particularly like the Green and 
White seats,” said Al Dosari.

The Saudis have been 
drawn into Group C of Qatar 
2022 alongside Poland, Mex-
ico and Argentina. Saudi Ara-
bia will look to make its sixth 
appearance at the tourna-
ment, and aim to outdo their 
best achievement which came 
in USA 1994, when they quali-
fied to the Round of 16. 

Having appeared in three 
of those FIFA World Cup tour-
naments, Nawaf Al Temyat 
knows how important it is for 
players to have support in the 
stands.

“Having Saudi fans in the 

stands will give the national 
team an important boost. Dur-
ing the three times I played 
in the tournament, we didn’t 
have more than a few hundred 
supporters in the stands. But 
now, with Qatar being a neigh-
bour of Saudi Arabia, the sup-
port will be much larger and 
will have a huge impact on our 
players,” said Al Temyat, who 
was recently named as a FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022™ am-

bassador.
Saudi Arabia is one of four 

teams from the region to par-
ticipate in Qatar 2022, along-
side Tunisia, Morocco and 
hosts Qatar.

“With the tournament be-
ing held in the Gulf region, our 
participation in this edition of 
the World Cup is crucial. We 
want to maintain our World 
Cup legacy and we are hon-
oured to play in Qatar, where 

we can all take part in show-
casing our talent and the Arab 
world’s generosity and hospi-
tality,” added Al Temyat.

The visit to Education 
City Stadium came as part 
of a wider tour that saw the 
Saudi fan leader delegation 
visit other tournament ven-
ues, including Lusail Stadi-
um where the Saudi nation-
al team will play their two 
other group stage matches 

against Argentina and Mex-
ico on 22 and 30 November 
respectively. Fan leaders 
also met with members of 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy to get a 
closer look at the experience 
awaiting Saudi fans who will 
make the short trip to Qatar 
to support their team.

Fahad Al Shatri, Chairman 
of the Saudi National Team 
Fan Association, said “The 

visit was useful in terms of 
explaining all the procedures 
required for fans to attend 
matches, from arriving at the 
airport to applying for Hayya 
and match days.”

“It’s been a beautiful gath-
ering with our brothers. We 
have had a chance to look at 
stadiums and learn more about 
Qatar’s preparations to host 
the event. Any Saudi fan that is 
able to attend matches in Qa-

tar, should definitely do so. We 
ask interested fans to follow 
the instructions we have listed 
on our social media platforms 
because this will be a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity.”

Surrounded by some of 
Qatar’s leading universities, 
Education City Stadium will 
host Saudi Arabia’s match 
against Poland and matches 
through to the quarter-finals 
of the tournament.

‘We look forward to showcasing our football talent 
alongside the Arab region’s signature hospitality’

Education City stadium gives Saudi fans a glimpse of what to expect during FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

In a thrilling encounter of the Asian Beach Handball World Champion-
ships on Thursday, Qatar shocked Denmark 2-1 via a golden goal at 
the Karteros Beach Sports Center in Heraklion, Greece, to keep up its 
progress. Al Annabi had earlier suffered a 0-2 reversal against Norway 
but they regrouped to bounce back the same day. Nowraddine Den-
guir Amir stood out in Qatar’s win over Denmark garnering 23 points 
while Marwan Kakhi Hani added 16 as the two-time worlds bronze 
winners outplayed the Danes 25-24, 22-23, (12-10) for their fourth 
win of the tournament. However, in their opening Group 2 match, 
Qatar went down to Norway 22-23, 26-28. In other matches in Group 
2, Iran, the only other Asian team at the championship, beat Portugal 
22-24, 19-18, 8-6 while Denmark beat Portugal 25-18, 16-21, 7-6, 
and Brazil beat Iran 17-12, 15-12. Qatar are currently third in Group 2 
with four points while reigning champions Brazil are on top with eight 
points. Denmark are third with six points. Qatar will take on Asian 
champions Iran on Friday. Top four teams from each of the groups will 
advance into the quarter-finals. (TNN)

Scheffler ‘surprised’ by Koepka LIV 
decision and committed to PGA
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

SCOTTIE Scheffler has admit-
ted it was “definitely a sur-
prise” to see Brooks Koepka 
join the breakaway Saudi-
backed LIV Golf series as he 
reaffirmed his commitment to 
the PGA Tour.

Koepka became the latest 
big name to join the contro-
versial LIV series this week, 
following the likes of Bryson 
DeChambeau, Patrick Reed 
and Abraham Ancer to join af-
ter its maiden event in London 
earlier this month.

Those moving have faced 
significant backlash for their 
decisions, with Rory McIlroy 
questioning the approach of 
the players on Wednesday, 
and while Scheffler was sur-
prised, he stopped short of di-
rect criticism.

“It was definitely a surprise 
for me. I was at a function with 
him last week and that definite-
ly wasn’t what we had in mind,” 
he told a news conference.

“We were focused on build-
ing the PGA Tour and getting 
the guys that are staying here 
together and kind of just hav-

ing talks and figuring out how 
we can help benefit the Tour, 
so to see Brooks leave was def-
initely a surprise for us.

“With that being said, he’s 
made his decision, I’m not go-
ing to knock him for doing 
that.” The world number one 
also reaffirmed his own com-
mitment to the PGA Tour and 
rebuffed any chances of him 
following in Koepka’s footsteps.

“For me, it’s not where I 
see myself heading anytime 
soon. I grew up wanting to be 
on the PGA Tour,” he said.

“I grew up dreaming of 
playing in these events, I 
didn’t grow up dreaming of 
playing the Centurion Club in 
London or whatever it is.  “I 
grew up wanting to play in the 
Masters, in Austin, at Coloni-
al, the Byron Nelson.

“I wouldn’t trade those 
memories for anything at this 
moment in time.

Those memories to me are 
invaluable.  “I would never risk 
going and losing the opportu-
nity to go back to Augusta every 
year.  “There’s nothing I would 
want to do right now that would 
risk having any sort of effect on 
the way my life is now.”

QATAR BEACH HANDBALL 
TEAM SHOCKS DENMARK 

The Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya has staged the Spanish Grand Prix since 1991 and the circuit has a 
contract that runs until 2026.

A member of Team USA (R) recovers USA’s Anita Alvarez, from the bottom of the pool during an incendent 
in the women’s solo free artistic swimming finals, during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Champion-
ships at the Alfred Hajos Swimming Complex in Budapest on Wednesday. (AFP)
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THE Qatar Olympic Committee 
(QOC) has played a central role 
in the development of sport in 
Qatar. This role has  not only 
involved the organization of 
local, regional and world sport 
events, and establishing strong 
and competitive teams, but also 
has seen the creation of inspir-
ing programs and initiatives for 
younger generations and the 
broader society.

The QOC continues to work 
hard and commit its best ef-
forts towards promoting sports, 
physical activities, and Olympic 
values across the country, as 
per the Olympic charter.

Human development 
comes at the top of the QOC’s 
list of priorities, that’s why the 
QOC spares no effort in de-
veloping sport performance, 
and engaging athletes, from 
the amateur to the elite, and 
instilling the Olympic values 
into their daily lives.

To achieve these objec-
tives, the QOC has set up a 
number of initiatives and 
community programs that tar-
get both genders equally and 
engage different age groups, 
with a focus on younger age 
groups: school students and 
kindergartens.

Moreover, the QOC is 
committed to affecting social 
change through the organiza-
tion of sport events and to re-
maining a leading sport body 
that is integral to Qatar’s sus-
tainable sport development 
and the achievement of the 
country’s sport objectives.

The QOC is fully aware of 
its duty and the value of its 
leading role in the field of sus-
tainable events management, 
a matter that requires the QOC 
to organize activities related to 
the events that will meet the 
sustainability criteria.

In this context, some signif-
icant sport programs that tar-
gets the younger demograph-
ics and students have been 
launched over the past years.

On Olympic Day, the QOC 
highlights some of these key 
initiatives. 

Schools Olympic Program
The Schools Olympic Program 
(SOP) was founded in 2007 as 
a legacy from the Doha 2006 
Asian Games. The SOP is a 
pioneering initiative that came 
in response to the prestigious 
initiative of HH The Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, who 
was in that period the President 
of the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee. The program is jointly 
organized by the QOC and the 
Ministry of Education and High-
er Education. The State of Qatar 
is the first nation in the region 
and one of the first countries in 
the world to implement such a 

program in its schools.
The SOP is a core component of 
Qatar’s commitment to develop-
ing sport at a grassroots level. It 
aims to increase sports par-
ticipation among young people 
and educate them through 
the Olympic values, contribut-
ing to a healthy and cohesive 
society. It also aims to be the 
first steppingstone to producing 
successful world-class athletes. 
The QOC works in partnership 
with its national federations to 
identify talented athletes who 
have the potential to represent 
Qatar on the world-stage.
It has grown from 7,099 partici-

pants in its inaugural season 
to 26,454 students from 461 
schools participating in the last 
school year. Students compete 
across 14 sports, including 
para-sports, throughout the 
school year, all striving to qualify 
for the grand finals every March. 
The program has become a 
beacon for sports development 
in the region, with other nations 
adopting a similar model in their 
own schools.
Despite COVID-19 challenges 
that hit the entire world, the 
SOP organizing committee held 
the 2020-2021 edition of the 
event virtually to keep the stu-

dents safe. Approximately 1700 
students from 270 government 
and private schools took part in 
this SOP Virtual edition.

Athletes Development Pathway
Qatar’s Athlete Development 
Pathway (ADP) model seeks to 
produce a new generation of 
Qatari sporting champions. ADP 
is the outcome of a three-year 
project led by the QOC in part-
nership with Aspire Academy.
The QOC has completed the 
first stage of this national pro-
ject that is serving the most im-
portant category of our society. 
The QOC right now is cooperat-

ing with the Qatar sport federa-
tions to provide support for the 
incoming stages. The QOC has 
organized three editions so far, 
the latest was in 2019 before 
COVID-19 began. 
The ADP is a robust framework 
that will enable Qatar to be 
fully unified in its approach to 
identifying, developing, and nur-
turing talented athletes at every 
stage of their career, from early 
childhood to post-retirement, 
enabling them to reach their 
full potential. It is the first of its 
kind in the MENA region and is 
another example of how Qatar 
is always striving to break new 

ground in the development of 
sport at every level.
The framework includes 39 
sport specific models, each 
tailored to enable optimum 
development within different 
sports and disciplines, including 
para-sport and women in sport. 
It will be rolled out with an in-
novative Athlete Management 
System that centralizes data 
gathering of all athletes, includ-
ing sport science data, learning 
curve and injury history. This will 
enable insights into athletes’ 
training to be gathered, which 
will also help to shape and im-
prove future training programs.

QOC spearheads sports development in Qatar
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THE Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee ( QOC) celebrated  the 
2022 Olympic Day  with an 
amazing event  took place at  
the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic And 
Sports Museum in Doha on 
Thursday.

Team Qatar stars,  Ashraf  
Amgad El Seify,  Abdulla Al 
Tamimi and Mubaraka Al 
Nuaimi attended the memo-
rable  Olympic event, which 
also saw a wide-scale partici-
pation from Schools Olympic 
Program students and athlete 
Development Pathway (Be an 
Athlete). 

In this event,   the QOC 
organized a number of tours 
and activities to shed lights 
on  the  museum sections , to 
showcase the history of sports 
worldwide, history of Olympic 
Games, Qatar’s most promi-
nent sport events  and top in-
fluencing athletes  in the world. 

Additionally, the muse-
um’s dynamic activities sec-
tion was opened for public 
to  showcase more than 18 
dynamic and interactive ac-
tivities to help increasing  par-
ticipants’ mental and sports 
skills.

The Olympic Day aims to 
encourage young age groups 
category to exercise the sports, 
learn and explore more about 
them ,  in a way that will pro-
mote the Olympic movement 
and  instill its  values into 
the community, a matter that 
shapes IOC’s most important 
message  to everyone in this 
event.

On this occasion, the sport 
Affairs Department Director, 
Khaleel Ibrahim Al Jaber said 
the Qatar Olympic Committee 
will remain keen to celebrate 
all IOC’s annual sport occa-
sions, will spare no effort to 
bring the community together 

to mark this amazing day an-
nually, exercise sports and ex-
plore a healthier lifestyle of life 
throughout sport”.

“We will leave no stone un-
turned to make this Olympic 
day message reaching every 
single person, we are truly be-

lief that sport has the power of 
peace to unify the people and 
speak to them with the lan-
guage they understand” Add-
ed Mr. Al Jaber.

Qatar rising tennis star, 
Mubaraka Al Naimi said we 
are truly grateful to be part 

of this day at the Qatar Olym-
pic and Sports Museum and 
shared the celebrations with 
more than 150 students and 
toured all sections of the mu-
seum, which contain a lasting 
sport legacy of all nations at 
different sport arenas.

“Qatar is always keen to 
commemorate all records of  
sports memorable moments, 
today, we had a chance to learn 
more about the IOC founding 
day and Qatar Olympic and 
Sports museum rich galleries” 
added Al Naimi.

Qatar Olympic Committee celebrates Olympic Day with community 
activities at 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic And Sports Museum

AGENCIES
HEADINGLEY

ENGLAND’S bowlers were 
once again held up by New 
Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell and 
Tom Blundell on day one of 
the third Test at Headingley on 
Thursday, reports BBC.com.

Mitchell, who already has 
two centuries in the series, 
ended 78 not out as the Black 
Caps recovered from 123-5 to 
reach 225 without further loss.

Blundell made 45 not out, 
combining for an unbroken 
stand of 102 with Mitchell to 
follow partnerships 195 in the 
first Test and 236 in the second.

After losing the toss, Eng-
land – 2-0 up in the three-
match series – bowled admi-
rably on a flat pitch but were 
left to rue the decision not to 
review an lbw decision against 
Mitchell.

Had they done so he would 
have been out for eight.

Earlier, Stuart Broad had 
Tom Latham caught at first 
slip in the first over and debu-
tant Jamie Overton bowled 
Devon Conway off an inside 
edge for his first international 
wicket.

Mitchell and Blundell have 
now scored 593 runs together 
in five innings in this series - 
the most in a series against 

England since South Africa’s 
Graeme Smith and Herschelle 
Gibbs amassed 677 across 
nine innings in 2003.

Mitchell and Blundell bat-
ted as they have done in the 
previous two Tests, calmly and 
rarely looking troubled.

Mitchell was able to at-
tack Leach more effectively 
than any of his team-mates, 
using the reverse sweep and 
reaching his fifty by thump-
ing the spinner for one of two 
straight sixes.

Having accumulated well, 
Blundell was given out caught 
behind off Joe Root’s off-spin 
on 31 but overturned the deci-
sion on review.
Scoreboard 
New Zealand (1st Innings)
T. Latham c Root b Broad  0
W. Young lbw b Leach  20
K. Williamson c Foakes b Broad 31
D. Conway b Overton  26
H. Nicholls c Lees b Leach  19
D. Mitchell not out  78
T. Blundell not out  45
Extras: (b4, lb2)  6
Total: (For 5 wkts, 90 overs)  225
To bat: M Bracewell, T Southee, 
N Wagner, T Boult.
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Latham), 
2-35 (Young), 3-62 (Williamson), 
4-83 (Conway), 5-123 (Nicholls). 
Bowling: Broad 17-5-45-2; Potts 
20-7-28-0; Overton 16-2-41-1; 
Leach 30-8-75-2; Root 7-0-30-0.

Mitchell, Blundell frustrate 
England again at Headingley
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New Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell (L) and Tom Blundell leave unbeaten at the 
end of play on Day 1 of the third Test match against England at Heading-
ley Cricket Ground in Leeds, northern England, on Thursday. (AFP)



QNA 
DOHA

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani honoured Qatar’s 
top outstanding male students in high 
school at the Amiri Diwan on Thursday. 

HH the Amir congratulated the 
students on their success in obtaining 
a high school diploma and excellence, 
praising their academic achievement 
and the results they achieved in various 
disciplines. 

HH the Amir also urged them to 
strive for more achievements, wishing 
them more brilliance and success in 

their education and professional ca-
reer to contribute to the renaissance of 
Qatar.

HH the Amir praised the role of par-
ents of the outstanding students and 
their contribution to supporting their 
sons to reach this distinguished level.

For their part, the students and their 
parents thanked HH the Amir for the 
care and support that education receives 
from him.

The honouring was attended by 
Minister of Education and Higher Edu-
cation HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al 
Nuaimi and the parents of the honoured 
students.
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Amir honours outstanding male high school students

Sheikha Jowaher honours outstanding female high school students

QNA 
DOHA

CONSORT of HH the Amir HH Sheikha Jowaher 
bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani honoured Qatar’s 
outstanding female students in the high school at the 
Msheireb Administrative Building on Thursday.

At the beginning of the meeting, HH Sheikha Jowa-
her congratulated the students on their success and 
obtaining a high school diploma, praising their excel-
lence and the outstanding achievement, wishing them 
success in their future academic and university careers.

For their part, the students and their parents 
thanked to HH Sheikha Jowaher for her support and 
encouragement.

The honouring ceremony was attended by Minister 
of Education and Higher Education HE Buthaina bint 
Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi and the parents of the honoured 
students.

QatarDebate crowns Tamuq as new debating champions
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

TURKEY

TEXAS A&M University at Qa-
tar (Tamuq) has won the first 
position in the 6th International 
Universities Debating Champi-
onship, beating the team from 
Jordan’s University of Science 
and Technology and the team 
from Higher Institute of Islamic 
Studies and Research in Mauri-
tania, who won second and third 
spots, respectively.  

The debating championship, 
organised by Qatar Foundation 
(QF) member QatarDebate, in 
which Arab, Asian, European 
and American countries partici-
pated, was attended by dignitar-
ies, including Undersecretary 
of Qatar’s Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education HE 

Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Nu-
aimi, President of QF’s Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University Dr Ah-
mad M. Hasnah as the Guest of 
Honour and a number of official 
figures from some of the partici-
pating countries.

Some of the universities 
were competing in an Arabic 

language debate for the first 
time.

Executive Director of Qa-
tarDebate Dr Hayat Abdullah 
Marafi highlighted how 324 
debaters, 150 judges and 80 vol-
unteers, representing more than 
50 countries, gathered at this 
competition to express human 

connection and unity that we 
always strive to achieve. 

“The Arabic language has 
brought together young people 
from many countries. Their rac-
es, their varied religions and cul-
tures, their different languages 
and dialects, shared in their be-
lief of the message of the spoken 

word,” Dr Marafi said. 
Dr Marafi noted that this 

year has witnessed many events 
that demonstrate the far-reach-
ing message of QatarDebate, 
including the appointment of 
Salma Elkhaoudi, a PhD candi-
date from Stanford University 
as QatarDebate’s ambassador in 

the US – a result that stemmed 
from the cooperation between 
QatarDebate and the Fatih Sul-
tan Mehmet University. 

A centre, known as ‘Arabic 
Language Studies and Debat-
ing’, was also launched as the re-
sult of the partnership between 
the university and QatarDebate. 

QatarDebate also recently 
announced the QatarDebate Re-
search Fellowship Programme – 
a new programme that seeks to 
empower and support research-
ers in order to develop knowl-
edge in the field of debates.

Students of the Texas A&M 
University at Qatar team who 
won the championship ex-
pressed their joy at this achieve-
ment despite the intensity of the 
competition. 

Moaz Mahmoud Ahmed 
Rabie said that the real meaning 
of “victory” changes after win-
ning such an intense competi-
tion against extremely strong 
teams.

The Debating Pioneers 
Award for this season was won 
by the Debating and Thought 
Foundation from Jordan.


