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FM affirms Qatar’s solidarity with Afghan 
people in facing the effects of earthquake
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

DEPUTY Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman Al Thani 
has affirmed Qatar’s full 
solidarity with the Afghan 
people in facing the effects 
of earthquake.

In a tweet, the FM said, 
“We extend our sincere con-
dolences and sincere sym-
pathy to the brotherly peo-
ple of Afghanistan for the 
victims of the devastating 
earthquake that struck the 
country on Thursday, and we 

wish a speedy recovery to the 
injured.”

The FM said, “We affirm 
the full solidarity of Qatar 
with the brotherly Afghan 
people in facing the conse-
quences of the earthquake.”

The death toll from the 
powerful earthquake in east-
ern Afghanistan climbed to 
more than 1,500, with nearly 
2,000 injured. 

The earthquake de-
stroyed hundreds of houses, 
and caused landslides in 
some areas. 

The majority of con-
firmed deaths were recorded 
in four districts of Paktika 
province, which is the most 
affected eastern provinces.

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of 
State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani honoured 
the state’s top outstanding 
male students in high school at 
the Amiri Diwan on Thursday.

HH the Amir congratulated 
the students on their success 
in obtaining a high school di-
ploma and excellence, praising 
their academic achievement 
and the results they got in vari-

ous disciplines. 
HH the Amir also urged 

them to strive for more 
achievements, wishing them 
more brilliance and success 
in their education and profes-

sional career to contribute to 
the renaissance of Qatar.

His Highness praised the 
role of parents of outstanding 
students and their contribu-
tion to supporting their sons to 

reach this distinguished level.
The students and their 

parents expressed their thanks 
and appreciation to HH the 
Amir for the care and support 
the education receives from 
His Highness.

The honoring was attend-
ed by Minister of Education 
and Higher Education HE 
Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al 
Nuaimi and the parents of the 
honoured students.

Amir honours outstanding  
High School male students

His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani on Thursday arrived in Kigali to participate in the 26th 
Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting, being held in the 
Republic of Rwanda. His Highness and the accompanying delega-
tion were welcomed upon arrival at Kigali International Airport 
by Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Dr 
Vincent Biruta, Ambassador of Qatar to Rwanda HE Misfer Faisal 
Al Shahwani, and members of the Qatari Embassy. HH the Amir is 
accompanied by an official delegation. HH the Amir’s visit came at 
the invitation of President of the Republic of Rwanda Paul Kag-
ame to participate in the Commonwealth meeting, held at Kigali 
Convention Center from June 23-24. (QNA)

AMIR ARRIVES IN RWANDAN CAPITAL TO 
TAKE PART IN COMMONWEALTH MEET

Today, I was pleased to receive my sons, the first 
outstanding high school graduates, to see their 
enthusiasm and learn about their ambitions 
and goals. I recommended them to go with 
the same diligence and perseverance to 
achieve the success they aspire to.

QNA
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir 
of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
on Thursday issued Law No 
4 of 2022 regulating the 
use of cash in transactions. 
The law is effective and is 
to be published in the Of-
ficial Gazette.

Amir issues law 
regulating cash 
transactions

QNA
DOHA

Ambassador of Qatar to the 
Republic of Rwanda HE Mis-
fer Faisal Mubarak Al Ajab Al 
Shahwani has praised the 
bilateral relations between 
Qatar and the Republic of 
Rwanda. The ambassador 
noted the positive and fruit-
ful cooperation between the 
two friendly countries, which 
included many sectors such 
as the economic and tour-
ism sectors, culminating in 
the signing of a number of 
agreements between the 
two countries.

The ambassador 
referred to Qatari invest-
ments in Rwanda, noting 
the investment made in 
Bugesera Airport, as well 
as investments in Rwandan 
airlines in partnership with 
Qatar Airways.

In regard to cooperation 
in the sports and social 
fields, he said with Qatar’s 
preparations to host the 
FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
and Qatar’s belief in the 
impact of positive societal 
change for football in Qatar 
and globally, a Generation 
Amazing center will be 
opened in the capital, 
Kigali, as part of the social 
responsibility program of 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy.

Qatar, Rwanda 
enjoy strong 
relations: Envoy

NATO to provide security support 
for FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

QNA
BRUSSELS

NATO has expressed readi-
ness to provide support to Qa-
tar to the security aspects of 
hosting the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022, set to take place 
from November 21 to Decem-
ber 18.

The alliance said, in a 
statement on Thursday, 
that the support will include 
training against threats posed 
by chemical, biological, radi-
ological, and nuclear materi-
als. 

It will also include train-
ing for the protection of very 
important people, countering 

threats from improvised ex-
plosive devices.

NATO highlighted that Qa-

tar was an important partner 
that actively engaged with the 
alliance for many years.

Single-use plastic bag ban to come into effect from Nov 15
QNA
DOHA

THE Ministry of Municipality 
has announced the controls on 
the use of plastic bags in accord-
ance with the ministerial deci-
sion, which prohibits institu-
tions, companies and shopping 
centres from using single-use 
plastic bags as of next November 
15. The ministry has imposed 
the use of environmentally 
friendly alternatives to achieve 
the strategic objectives of Qatar 
in conserving the environment 
and optimal investment in waste 
recycling.

In a press conference on 
Thursday, Director of the Legal 
Affairs Department at the Min-

istry of Municipality Ahmed 
Youssef Al Emadi said the deci-
sion of Minister of Municipality 
to regulate the use of plastic bags, 
which was issued in mid-June 
this month after the Cabinet ap-
proved draft Resolution No (143) 
for the year 2022, comes as a 
continuation of the efforts of the 
ministry in codifying the legisla-
tive system related to solid waste 
management.

He pointed out that the min-
isterial decision put a set of im-
portant controls on the use of 
plastic bags, the most important 
of which is the prohibition of 
single-use plastic bags in all sales 
and shopping institutions and 
outlets, which were defined by the 
decision as bags made of plastic 

mainly and have a thickness of less 
than 40 microns and used once as 
a packing material before being 
discarded or recycled.

Al Emadi stated that the de-
cision specified alternatives to 
single-use bags with multi-use 
bags or biodegradable plastic 
bags, provided that the compe-
tent department in the ministry, 
in coordination with the compe-
tent authorities, would monitor 
the implementation of the deci-
sion, which will enter into force 
on November 15.

For his part, the Director of 
Waste Recycling and Treatment 
Department at the Ministry of 
Municipality Engineer Hamad 
Jassim Al Bahr, said the min-
ister’s decision comes within a 

package of legal legislation, pro-
grammes and campaigns that the 
ministry has been working on for 
a long time, including, for ex-
ample, the decision to sort solid 
waste, the programme for sort-
ing waste from the source, and 
the campaign ‘Zero Waste’, etc.

He said the Department of 
Waste Recycling and Treatment 
held several meetings with fac-
tories producing plastic bags to 
explain the decision, its objectives 
and the positive results expected 
from its implementation, as many 
factories and companies began to 
reconcile their conditions in line 
with the requirements of the new 
decision.

HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani.

FIFA has approved bigger 
26-man squads for the Qa-
tar 2022 World Cup. FIFA on 
Thursday decided to extend 
soccer’s relaxation of rules 
that help coaches  
and players during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
move was expected from 
the FIFA Bureau — compris-
ing the presidents of FIFA  
and soccer’s six confed-
erations — after 23-player 
rosters were expanded for 
recent continental champi-
onships. (TNN)  PAGE 9

FIFA allows bigger 
26-man squads for 
Qatar World Cup

More on page 12 

Continued on page 2 
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Qatar keen to fight 
climate change

QNA 
DOHA

QATAR on Thursday stressed 
its commitment to fighting cli-
mate change, saying the coun-
try has focused on addressing 
the issue in the framework of 
Qatar National Vision 2030, 
making it one of the four main 
pillars. 

Qatar also noted that it 
adopted several measures to 
conserve the environment and 
natural resources, in addition 
to carrying out several projects 
that lower Carbon Dioxide 
emissions and rely on renew-
able energy resources.

This came in Qatar’s state-
ment read by Salem Jaber Al 
Harami, a researcher in the 
field of international relations 
at the office of the Assistant 
Foreign Minister, during an 
interactive dialogue with Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the promo-
tion and protection of human 
rights in the context of climate 
change at the 50th session of 
the UN Human Rights Council 

on article three of the council’s 
agenda.

He noted that Qatar 
organised Qatar Climate  
Change Conference 2021, 
which addressed many poli-
cies related to fighting climate 
change. 

He highlighted that Qatar 
is committed to international 
cooperation in the field of 
conserving the environment, 
evident by its pledge to assist 
small developing island states 
and the least developed states 
in facing climate change.

He added that Qatar is 
keeping a keen eye, as part of 
the priorities determined by 
the Special Rapporteur, on 
the impact climate technolo-
gies are having on human 
rights. 

He said that Qatar’s host-
ing of the FIFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 at the end of this year 
will see the introduction of a 
few climate technology appli-
cations that will make the edi-
tion the first Carbon-neutral 
World Cup.

Qatar adopts advanced system to 
provide quality education for all

QNA 
GENEVA

QATAR has affirmed that it 
attaches great importance 
to the right to education as 
a priority within the frame-
work of Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 and its reliance 
on an educational system to 
provide quality education for 
all.

This came in Qatar’s 
statement delivered by the 
Third Secretary of the per-
manent delegation of Qatar 
in Geneva Abdullah Behzad 
during the interactive dia-
logue with the Special Rap-
porteur on the right to edu-
cation before the Human 
Rights Council at its 50th 
session, within the frame-
work of item (3) of the coun-
cil’s agenda.

Behzad pointed out that, 
within the framework of the 
great progress witnessed 

by science and information 
technology in Qatar, the 
trend is moving towards em-
ploying digital technology to 

serve the educational pro-
cess, as the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Higher Education 
adopted the e-learning strat-

egy with the aim of provid-
ing an advanced technologi-
cal environment that serves 
learners in an effective and 

innovative manner. 
He added that the minis-

try also launched e-learning 
programme, an initiative 
that aims to develop the edu-
cational process and provide 
electronic services based on 
integrated digital technol-
ogy, with the aim of improv-
ing the quality of teaching 
and learning.

He highlighted that the 
Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education, dur-
ing the implementation of 
the preventive and precau-
tionary measures related  
to COVID-19 pandemic 
launched the distance edu-
cation system, and five 
electronic platforms were 
allocated, including the e-
learning portal. 

He added that the minis-
try also provided electronic 
devices for students and 
teachers to ensure the con-
tinuity of the study process.

MoPH and WHO hold workshop on validating 
EMTs for mass gathering events

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Public Health 
(MoPH), in partnership with 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), held a workshop last week 
for Emergency Medical Team 
(EMT) validation for mass gather-
ings initiative. 

The training is part of the three-
year partnership between MoPH, 
WHO, the world football governing 
body, FIFA, and the Qatar Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy 
(SC), which aims to deliver a safe 
and healthy event with a lasting 
sport and health impact.

“Emergency Medical Teams are 
groups of health professionals, in-
cluding doctors, nurses, paramed-
ics, support workers and logisti-
cians, who treat patients affected 
by an emergency or disaster. The 
workshop is part of the process of 
preparing national EMTs in Qatar 
and to discuss the applications of 
EMTs on mass gatherings such as 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022,” 
explained Director of Health Emer-
gency Department at the MoPH, Dr 
Mohammed Al Hajri.

“Mass gathering sports events, 
such as the World Cup, can pose 
health risks and pressure with po-

tential to cause a surge in demand 
for healthcare that might strain 
the functioning of the host coun-
try’s health system. An important 
aspect to consider in planning 
for these events is to ensure ro-
bust plans are in place within the 
healthcare system to manage any 
potential surge of patient’s num-
bers. This is a key part of our prep-

aration for the World Cup and part 
of the health security pillar of our 
Healthy World Cup partnership 
with WHO, FIFA and SC,” added 
Dr Al Hajri. 

The workshop participants in-
cluded leadership and front-line 
healthcare professionals from dif-
ferent organisations including 
MoPH, Hamad Medical Corpora-

tion, Primary Health Care Corpo-
ration, Qatar Red Crescent Soci-
ety, International Centre for Sport 
Security, Military, Civil Defence, 
Lekhwiya, Police, WHO EMT Sec-
retariat, and WHO Border Health 
and Mass Gathering Unit. 

Dr Flavio Salio, WHO Emergen-
cy Medical Teams Network Leader 
said that the workshop was “one of 
a series of training sessions we are 
delivering this year in collaboration 
with MoPH within the framework 
of our Healthy World Cup partner-
ship. Through this unique collabo-
ration, we aim to ensure effective 
measures are in place to deliver a 
safe and healthy World Cup later 
this year in Qatar.” 

The interactive workshop fea-
tured a mix of short presentations, 
discussions and brainstorming ac-
tivities facilitated by the WHO EMT 
Secretariat. Local and international 
experts presented an overview of 
the Emergency Medical Team expe-
riences, highlighting the coordina-
tion mechanisms, guiding princi-
ples, standards, and achievements 
to date globally and in Qatar. Par-
ticipants also discussed the devel-
opment of a new system for exter-
nal validation of EMTs deploying to 
manage surges in patient demand 
in mass gathering events.

Plastic bags category label must

BAHR stressed that, according 
to the decision, a symbol must be 
printed on the plastic bags, ac-
cording to the category of each, 
indicating that they are biode-
gradable, reusable or recyclable.

He pointed out that the 
Ministry of Municipality 
worked in coordination with 
the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry to include this point 
within the requirements for 
various shops, including ma-
jor shopping centers, super-
markets and groceries, where 
the inspection of the imple-
mentation of this decision will 
be the responsibility of the 
health control departments in 
the various municipalities that 
cover all regions of the coun-
try, with more than 1,300 male 
and female inspectors.

He also stressed that the 
department will continue to 
coordinate and cooperate with 

the various concerned author-
ities in the country, including 
government agencies, institu-
tions, companies and factories. 
The ministry will also work, 
through the Public Relations 
Department, to launch a wide 
awareness media campaign to 
educate the public about the 
harms of single-use bags, and 
the importance of using multi-
use, biodegradable, paper and 
cloth bags and other environ-
mentally friendly types.

Engineer Mohammed 
Hassan Al Nuaimi, Director of 
Al Wakra Municipality, spoke 
about the municipality’s su-
pervisory role and the require-
ments for the use of plastic 
materials and the packaging 
of plastic bags, referring to 
the laws and the issuance of 
records of violations regard-
ing non-compliance with the 
proper use of plastic materials 
or their use in packaging con-
sumer food.

PSA trains female students from Qatar University
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Planning and Statistics 
Authority (PSA) on Thurs-
day concluded its field train-
ing organised for a group of 
final year female students at 
Qatar University. 

The training included 
many presentations and 
practical applications in var-
ious departments of the PSA.

The training programme 
was launched on May 29, 
with the participation of sev-
en female students from the 
Department of Politics, Plan-
ning and Development at the 
College of Arts and Sciences, 
and one female student from 
the Department of Manage-
ment and Marketing at the 
College of Business and Eco-
nomics.

During the training pro-
gramme, the students visited 

various departments and 
sections of the Planning and 
Statistics Authority to have 
an overview of the work en-
vironment. The programme 
included the Departments of 
Human Resources, Strategic 

Planning, Information Sys-
tems, Public Relations and 
Communication, Technical 
Office of the Permanent Pop-
ulation Committee, Planning 
and Quality Unit and Qatar’s 
Third National Development 

Strategy project.
The training programme 

aims to raise awareness of 
the significance of the Plan-
ning and Statistics Author-
ity and its role in Qatar, as 
well as to transfer the basics 

of practical and professional 
experience to enhance the 
work environment concepts 
for students as part of their 
graduation requirements.

The students’ field train-
ing in the PSA comes within 
the framework of its cooper-
ation with Qatar University 
to achieve integration be-
tween academic knowledge 
and practical experience, 
and to speed up adaptation 
to work environment after 
graduation.

PHCC dietitian gives tips to  
ensure safe food delivery

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

DIRECTOR of Dietetics and Commu-
nity Services at the Primary Health 
Care Corporation (PHCC) Moudi Al 
Hajri offered a series of tips to ensure 
the safe delivery of food to homes and 
avoid food contamination. 

The tips include setting delivery 
hours from morning to midnight, 
delivering food through new and air-
conditioned cars instead of motorcy-
cles, using a refrigerator to store cold 
food and thermal containers for hot 
food, while separating the two from 
each other.

Hajri stressed the need to issue 
health certificates for delivery work-
ers, set an annual comprehensive ex-
amination for them and offer courses 
on the importance of safe food deliv-
ery and personal hygiene.

To ensure quality assurance of 
food delivery, Hajri explained the 
need to place cameras in food deliv-
ery vehicles and to allocate special 
motorcycle routes away from vehicles 
and cars, highlighting the importance 
of establishing traffic control for mo-
torcycles and the handing out of fine 
tickets if two delivery men are riding 
together or a driver is speeding.

“Food delivery applications save 
us time and effort; however, we need 
to consider concepts like health, per-

sonal hygiene and safety for delivery 
workers or those receiving the or-
ders,” Hajri said.

She advised delivery workers to 
dispose of their face masks every 
hour, change their gloves for every 
new order, sterilise their cars, bags 
and containers regularly.

She highlighted the need to also 
constantly educate workers on how to 
limit the spread of viruses and safe-
guard their health and that of others.

Food delivery service is one of the 
main reasons behind the high rates 
of obesity and diabetes in Qatar, par-
ticularly in children and adolescents, 
due to easy access to the service, large 
meal portions and attractive prices 
and offers, Hajri said.

Moudi Al Hajri

Continued from page 1 

During the training pro-
gramme, the students vis-
ited various departments 
and sections of the 
Planning and Statistics 
Authority to have an over-
view of the work environ-
ment.

The training is part of the three-year partnership between MoPH, 
WHO, the world football governing body, FIFA, and the Qatar Supreme 
Committee for Delivery and Legacy (SC), which aims to deliver a safe 
and healthy event with a lasting sport and health impact.
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TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Georgian Exhibit has 
been inaugurated at Sheikh 
Faisal Bin Qassim Al Thani 
Museum on the occasion of 
the visit of Prime Minister of 
Georgia Irakli Garibashvili to 
Qatar on June 20.

Prime Minister of Georgia 
Irakli Garibashvili and Sheikh 
Faisal bin Qassim Al Thani 
jointly inaugurated the Geor-
gian Exhibit at FBQ Museum 
in presence of Vice Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Economy 
and Sustainable Development 
of Georgia Levan Davitashvili, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Georgia Ilia Darchiashvili and 
representatives of the Geor-
gian delegation who are cur-
rently visiting the country. 
Ambassador of Georgia to the 
State of Qatar HE Nikoloz 
Revazishvili, embassy repre-
sentatives, and FBQ Museum 
management also attended 
the opening of the Georgian 
Section.

The Georgian Section has 
been created thanks to dona-
tion form the country’s em-
bassy. It has been enriched 
with integral items from FBQ 
Museum’s unique collection. 
Among the artefacts, visitors 
can find ancient rugs from 
Georgia, single design scarfs 
(Mandili), rug and stained-
glass paintings with Georgian 
traditional ornaments inspired 
by the country’s cotton and silk 

textiles dating back to early 
18th, 19th and 20th century.

Among the most distin-
guished exhibits is the ‘King’s 
Clothes’ created for the Geor-
gian Exhibit at FBQ Museum 
by the Georgian textile de-
signer Ekaterine Geguchadze. 
The costume is a replica of a 
royal 18th century dress of 
King Erekle II, selected from 
the catalogue of Georgian Art 
Palace - Textile. A silk coat and 
hat complete the head-to-toe 
ensemble of Sharvali trousers, 
a shirt, red leather shoes, vest, 
and an embroidered belt. 

As the outfit re-enacts the 
depicted dress worn by Geor-
gian King Erekle II, the fine 
materials, personalised gem-
stone and feather brooch em-
body the noblemen’s prestige. 
King Erekle II was a Georgian 
Monarch of the Bagrationi dy-
nasty (1744-1798). Also known 
as Patara Kakhi in Georgia, 
King Erekle II unified two 

eastern Georgian kingdoms of 
Kartli and Kakheti after three 
centuries of division. 

Until this day, bright col-
ours are used to dye silk tex-
tiles through the cold batik 
painting technique in patterns 
inspired by Georgia’s nature 
and folkloric traditions. The 
Georgian Exhibit also features 
the ancient Georgian sword 
made from the steel, bronze 
and wood repeating the details 
and the shape of the sword of 
King Erekle II. 

Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim 
Al Thani welcomed Georgia’s 
Prime Minister and the del-
egation, and inaugurated the 
Georgian Exhibit in the mu-
seum. The Prime Minister 
and the delegation were then 
led by Sheikh Faisal on a tour 
of the museum’s various sec-
tions, including the Qatari, 
Arab, and Islamic sections, the 
Car Museum, and the Cultural 
Village of Qatar.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Philharmonic Or-
chestra (QPO) will perform a 
concert, titled ‘Northern Eu-
ropean Impressions by Grieg 
and Sibelius’, at the Opera 
House of the Cultural Village 
Foundation (Katara) tomor-
row (June 25) at 7.30pm.

The programme includes 
Sibelius’ most enduring work 
‘Finlandia’, the symbol of 
ending the struggle for na-
tionhood, in addition to ‘Peer 
Gynt, Suite No 1’ by Edvard 
Grieg, the universal favourite 
for its bright and cheery char-
acter. The programme will 
wind up with the romantic and 
memorable melodies of Sibel-
ius’ Symphony No.2. 

Elias Grandy is the con-
ductor of the concert. He has 
quickly established himself as 
one of the leading conductors 
of today, and enjoys an interna-
tional career that encompasses 
opera and symphony concerts.

Currently in his 6th sea-
son as Music Director of the 
Opera and Philharmonic Or-
chestra Heidelberg, he has 
continued to grow the city’s 
artistic reputation as one of 
Germany’s most fascinating 
centres for symphonic music 
and opera.

 Programming diverse rep-
ertoire, ranging from highly 
acclaimed interpretations of 
Mozart, Beethoven, Puccini 

and Janacek to widespread 
recognition for performances 
of contemporary works such 
as “Morgen und Abend” by 
Georg Friedrich Haas or Pe-
ter Ruzicka’s “Benjamin”, he 
is known for his energetic im-
pact he brings to each perfor-
mance.

His contract in Heidelberg 
has been recently extended 
through the 2023-2024 season. 

Elias attracted worldwide 
attention in 2015 at the 7th 
Sir Georg Solti International 
Conducting Competition with 
his prize winning perfor-
mance. From 2012 to 2015, 
he was Resident Conductor at 
the Staatstheater Darmstadt. 
Elias has and continues to en-
joy a close relationship with 
the QPO.

The 19-20 season marked 
several notable debuts result-

ing in immediate re-invita-
tions in upcoming seasons. 
The recent and upcoming 
highlights include concert per-
formances in Frankfurt with 
the Radio Orchestra as well 
as the Museumsorchester, the 
Bremer Philharmoniker, the 
Mozarteum Orchestra Salz-
burg, the Staatsphilharmo-
nie Rheinland Pfalz, the Mu-
nich Symphony, the National 
Youth Orchestra of Germany, 
the symphony orchestras of 
Sapporo and Yomiuri Nippon 
and the Weimar Staatskapelle 
among many others.

 Extensive tours of Eu-
rope with the National Youth 
Orchestra of Germany (Bun-
desjugendorchester) and a 
tour of China with the Qatar 
Philharmonic in the pit, Elias 
will conduct Berg’s “Lulu” and 
Verdi’s “Don Carlo” at Heidel-

berg Opera among other titles.
Born in Germany to Japa-

nese and German parents, 
Elias studied conducting, cello 
and music theory in Basel, 
Munich and Berlin. He played 
as a cellist in the Symphony 
Orchestra of the Bavarian Ra-
dio and the Komische Oper 
Berlin.

Jean Sibelius’ tone poem 
Finlandia became the com-
poser’s most enduring work 
in part because of the political 
climate in Finland at the time 
of its creation. Russia imposed 
a strict censorship policy on 
the small nation in 1899. 

In October of that year, 
Sibelius composed a melodra-
ma to Finnish writer Zachria 
Topelius’ poem The Melting 
of the Ice on the Ulea River, 
which is marked by a particu-
larly patriotic fervour. 

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

LEARNING outside the class-
room is key to encouraging 
students to become more 
confident, says Abdirahman 
Handule, a teacher from Qatar 
Academy Al Wakra. Along with 
13 students from Qatar Foun-
dation schools, Handule has 
just returned from conquering 
Mount Kilimanjaro, the high-
est mountain in Africa.

The cross-collaborative 
trip between students from 
Qatar Academy Al Wakra 
(QAW) and Qatar Academy 
Doha (QAD), both schools 
under Qatar Foundation’s 
(QF’s) Pre-University Educa-
tion, offered students a life 
experience unlike any they 
would learn in the classroom 

when they set out to conquer 
Kilimanjaro, a dormant vol-
cano in the United Republic of 
Tanzania, earlier this month. 
Handule said he was inspired 
to lead the trip after being part 
of similar treks in his own life. 

“The main goal of the trip 
was to help our students be 
more independent, deter-
mined, and ambitious, and to 
get out of their comfort zones. 
By the end of the trip, so much 
more had been accomplished 
– I was astounded at their 
strength, and they should be 
proud of such a huge achieve-
ment at such a young age,” he 
said.

To ensure the students 
were mentally and physically 
prepared for the challenge, 
they began training at the be-
ginning of the year. Physical 

training included High-Inten-
sity Interval Training sessions 
and a lot of walking – students 
often committed to 4 am walk-
ing sessions on Wakra beach 
– along with workshops on in-
stilling a positive mindset.

Handule believes the 
shared experiences made the 
students, who were aged be-
tween 15 and 18 years, come 
closer as a group, saying: “The 
team clicked and supported 
each other from the start, en-
couraging one another to keep 
going. If someone got tired or 
needed a bit of extra motiva-
tion, the others were there for 
them.” 

One of the students, 
15-year-old Ali Mubarak, is 
now the youngest Qatari to 
climb Kilimanjaro.  Jassim Al 
Thani, a student from QAD, 

felt that they were physically 
ready, but said the climb was 
very different to the exer-
cise they’d done to prepare. 
“There’s always an end in sight 
when you exercise. When 
you’re climbing, you think 
you’ve reached the top, but 
when you get there it’s another 
ledge and you have to keep go-
ing. Sometimes it was daunt-
ing, but by the penultimate 
stage we were really excited, 
and it was exhilarating when 
we reached the summit.”

Kilimanjaro took five days 
to ascend and two days to de-
scend, with constant climbing 
from anywhere between four 
to eight hours a day, depend-

ing on terrain and camps. 
To keep mentally active dur-
ing down times, the students 
played chess and cards. They 
also took great care to respect 
the mountain, and protect 
the environment by ensuring 
there was no waste left behind.

Handule believes the expe-
rience will benefit the students 
greatly not only in their future 
education and careers, but also 
in life, opening doors and offer-
ing them possibilities they may 
have been too afraid or uncom-
fortable to reach for previously. 
“In the future they can look 
back and say that if they over-
came this challenge, they can 
overcome anything,” he said.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Qatar’s SPAR 
dealership, has announced 
the recall of SPAR Belgian 
‘spread-up’ Choco-Hazelnut 
spread, produced on Febru-
ary 28, 2022, as the factory 
discovered the remnants of al-
mond nuts in the product, that 
cause allergies in some people.

The ministry said the re-
call campaign aims to ensure 
immediate stoppage of using 
the product and returning it 
temporarily to the vendor, 

stressing that it will follow up 
on the complete withdrawal 
of the contaminated product 
from all selling ports across 
the country.

The ministry said it would 
coordinate with the dealer to 
follow up on the recall cam-
paign and will communicate 
with customers to ensure that 
the necessary actions are car-
ried out. 

The ministry has urged all 
customers to report any viola-
tions to its Consumer Protec-
tion and Anti-Commercial 
Fraud Department, which 
processes complaints, inquir-
ies and suggestions.

Georgian Exhibit at FBQ Museum
opened during Qatar visit by PM

QPO to perform ‘Northern European
Impressions’ at Katara tomorrow

Students from QF’s schools 
conquer Mount Kilimanjaro

MoCI recalls SPAR Belgian 
‘spread-up’ Choco-Hazelnut

Youth aspiring
to become 
entrepreneurs 
get support 
services update
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

QATAR University (QU) 
Foundation Programme in the 
Deanship of General Studies 
hosted entrepreneurs at its 5th 
Entrepreneurial Session or-
ganised in collaboration with 
The Bedaya Centre for Entre-
preneurship and Career De-
velopment. 

A series of presentations 
were delivered to English for 
Business Communication stu-
dents by Ahmad Al Saygh and 
Ola Abdin on June 15. 

The main objective of the 
event is to inform students 
aspiring to start their own 
businesses of the support 
and services provided by the 
Bedaya Centre, Qatar Busi-
ness Incubation Centre, Qatar 
Development Bank and other 
specialised services such as 
the Digital Incubation Centre.

The guest speakers’ pres-
entations proved insightful, 
candid and inspiring. They 
morphed organically into stu-
dents’ collective brainstorm-
ing, sharing of their business 
experiences and quick Q&A 
exchanges. They clarified the 
difference between entrepre-
neurship and regular busi-
ness, pitching a number of 
business ideas for the students 
to categorise into either truly 
original, innovative, creative, 
disruptive, on one hand, or as 
a mere replication of success-
fully implemented ones, on 
the other hand. Regardless of 
the origin of inspiration, be it 
a shared problem, talent, ac-
quired skills or personal in-
terest, he noted, the market 
remains to be the primary 
catalyst and decisive force of 
successful innovations in con-
temporary business.

The guest speakers did a 
reality-check about the per-
centage of start-ups that man-
age to survive and stay in busi-
ness at least in their first year. 
To students’ surprise, only 2 
to 5 percent of new business 
ventures worldwide manage 
to survive in the market. In 
response to students’ curiosity 
about the viability of new “cof-

fee shop” business concepts in 
Qatar, they were warned that a 
typical “coffee shop” business 
idea in Doha appears to be a 
mere replication of previously 
implemented business ideas, 
and it is risky due to competi-
tion, deep market saturation 
and high operational costs. 
The guest speakers pointed 
out an example of a success-
fully implemented business 
concept - the paddle game. Ac-
cording to Ahmad and Ola, it 
has been trending lately: the 
demand of paddle facilities, 
equipment and services still 
seems to be on the rise.

The series of the presenta-
tions delivered by The Bedaya 
representatives were informa-
tive and encouraging. They 
served as a good reminder and 
confirmation to the aspiring 
business students that they 
should not feel alone and in 
the dark on that wakeboard 
entrepreneurship, hopping 
on the waves of business risks 
and opportunities. However, 
they need to do their best to 
prepare for a successful ride 
while taking QU courses.

Fortunately, the QU busi-
ness students should not feel 
lonely in their search for an-
swers about their future. They 
must know that the local busi-
ness community and financial 
institutions in Qatar are keen 
to learn about their brave, new 
business concepts. English for 
Business communication team 
is working hard to inspire an 
entrepreneurial mind-set in 
BCE students.

Assistant Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs HE Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Saleh Al Khulaifi 
met with Ambassador of China to Qatar HE Zhou Jian on Thursday. During the meeting, they reviewed 
bilateral relations and the latest developments in regional issues of common interest. (QNA)

ASSISTANT FM MEETS CHINESE AMBASSADOR
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S
ecretary General of the 
Supreme committee for De-
livery & Legacy Hassan al 
thawadi has reaffirmed the 
country’s commitment to 

host a FIFa World cup that is open 
to all, and that acts as a bridge be-
tween cultures.

Speaking during a one-on-one 
interview with Simone Foxman, 
Middle east correspondent for 
Bloomberg television during the 
Qatar economic Forum, al thawa-
di said, “the first World cup in the 
arab world and Middle east offers 
us a unique opportunity to cele-
brate football, and for fans to get to 
know people from different walks 
in a true celebration of humanity.”

al thawadi went on to dis-
cuss how the tournament has had 
a transformative impact on the 
country.

“the last ten years have show-

cased our resourcefulness, our re-
silience, our adherence to our val-
ues, along with a commitment to 
progress and a recognition of our 
role in the global community,” said 
al thawadi.

Since being awarded the rights 
to host the FIFa World cup, Qatar 
has delivered on major infrastruc-
ture projects including a modern 
metro system comprised of 37 sta-
tion stops, a modern rail network 
as well as putting in place many 
labour reforms.

al thawadi said, “Our com-
mitment to the human rights of 
our workers over the last 12 years 
has been unwavering. through 
the labour reforms we have made, 
we have set the benchmark in this 
field for the region. the experts 
have recognized this, and I am 
happy to see that the World cup’s 
legacy is being delivered before the 
tournament kicks off.” 

Nasser al Khater, chief execu-
tive Officer of the FIFa World cup 

Qatar 2022 LLc, took part in a 
QeF panel discussion titled ‘Sports 
and tourism: a Win-Win for Na-
tional Growth?’

al Khater highlighted how 
stadiums built for the tourna-
ment would continue to serve the 
country long after the final whistle, 
making them a sustainable invest-
ment for the country’s future.

“One of the key objectives we 
had in 2010 when we won the 
rights to host the World cup was 
to design the legacy of the stadium 
prior to designing the stadium it-
self. this was done based on the 
location of the stadium and de-
pending on what the needs of the 
immediate community were.”

al Khater went on to explain 
the exhaustive consultation pro-
cess that each stadium went 
through, citing al Janoub Sta-
dium where the community high-
lighted the need for more green 
space and leisure activities, all of 
which have been built into the sta-

dium’s precinct.
“Many of the country’s football 

clubs will have their facilities move 
to World cup stadiums after the 
tournament ends, enabling us to 
repurpose the neighbourhoods in 
which their older facilities are cur-
rently situated,” he added.

In august, Qatar will mark 100 
days to go until the launch of the 
tournament. the tournament will 
kick off on 21 November 2022 and 
conclude 28 days later on 18 De-
cember – on Qatar’s National Day.

the Qatar economic Forum 
was organised by the Ministry of 
commerce and Industry and host-
ed in collaboration with a number 
of partners, notably Bloomberg, 
the international financial data 
and analysis company. this year’s 
event brought together some of the 
world’s most influential financial 
and economic thinkers, policy-
makers and business leaders under 
the theme ‘equalizing the Global 
recovery’.

Opinion
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‘First World Cup In Arab World 
Offers Us Unique Opportunity 

To Celebrate Humanity’
Qatar committed to host a FIFA World Cup that is open to all, and that acts  

as a bridge between cultures, says Al Thawadi
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‘We Work Around The Clock To Serve Qatari Pilgrims And Campaigns’
QnA
Doha

T
He Head of communication 
and Support Unit center at 
the Qatar Hajj Mission Khalid 
Waleed al Hammadi empha-
sised that the centre operates 

24 hours a day to provide the best 
services to pilgrims and campaigns, 
in addition to receiving their calls 
and responding to their inquiries, 
as well as providing them with im-
mediate assistance.

He said, in statements to Qatar 
News agency (QNa), that the cen-
tre has initiated the preparation 
for the Hajj pilgrimage season in 
Doha since the beginning of Hajj 
registration, by responding to pil-
grims’ inquiries and getting them 
familiarized with Hajj arrange-
ments, ways of registering through 
the electronic system, the neces-
sary health requirements and other 
matters.

He pointed out that the center 
for communication and Support 
Unit operates intensively during 
the season in the Holy Land to fur-

ther communicate with pilgrims 
and campaigns, as well as after the 
season of obligatory performance 
of rituals, as it proceeds to receive 
communications related to evalua-
tion and complaints from pilgrims 
to submit the necessary reports to 
the Department of Hajj and Um-
rah affairs, and avoid any poten-
tial problems that might arise next 
years.

With regard to the key work of 
the unit, Khalid Waleed al Ham-
madi elucidated that such work is 
primarily fixated on creating con-
ductive conditions and further take 
all the necessary measures and co-
ordinate with the entire concerned 
authorities for the sake of expedit-
ing pilgrims distribution process 
into groups for the Qatari cam-
paigns to flock into the Holy Sites, 
in addition to receiving the calls of 
the lost pilgrims and working to re-
turn them safely to the campaign 
premises, and receiving religious 
questions, fatwas and medical in-
quiries, noting that the center has 
field work teams that are mainly 
distributed in proportion to the 

movements of pilgrims, to ensure 
the movement of campaign groups 
and the movement of buses be-
tween the residences in al aziziyah 
and to the Grand Mosque of Mak-
kah, or From the place of residence 
to Mina (city of tents) on the day 
of tarwiyah, from Mina to arafat 
and then to Muzdalifah, and from 
Muzdalifah to the Grand Mosque 
or residence, then return to the 
camps of Mina to spend the days of 
tashreeq.

However, pertaining to the 
communication and following up 
the operation of campaigns, he ex-
plained that the center has a direct 
contact with the campaign guider 
on all the buses owned by the Qa-
tari campaigns, to check up on the 
safety of pilgrims, and to iden-
tify the problems they encounter, 
pointing out that the center is com-
mitted to ensuring that its work is 
meticulously prepared ahead of be-
ginning of pilgrimage season.

regarding the way of handling 
any potential emergency incident 
that the pilgrim might encounter or 
when he is not able to reach out his 

campaign premises, Khalid Waleed 
al Hammadi noted the pilgrim can 
contact the center via the free hot-
line number and subsequently the 
center will communicate with him 
through the taskforce to pinpoint 
his location and the nearest point 
for him to further identify him to be 
returned to his campaign premises.

In addition, regarding the co-
ordination between the units sup-
porting the mission, al Hammadi 
said that there is complete coordi-
nation among them, as the center 
forms a focal point between the 
mission, campaigns and pilgrims, 
where the center communicates 
the pilgrims’s request or message 
to the relevant unit for further as-
sistance, pointing out that there a 
coordinator with whom the center 
permanently coordinates to fulfil 
pilgrims’ requirements.

Khalid al Hammadi urged the 
pilgrims to adhere to the campaign 
program and stay within the group, 
calling for not to hesitate to com-
municate with the center, which 
operates around the clock to serve 
the pilgrims.

IN a supreme bit of irony, the day 
after US transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg met with airline 

leaders about the massive number of 
recent flight disruptions and cancel-
lations, his own flight was canceled, 
forcing him to drive from Washing-
ton, Dc, to New york.

that underscores the frustration 
airline passengers have experienced. 
ready and eager to travel at last as 
cOVID-19 fears have ebbed, pas-
sengers are finding themselves the 
victims of overbooking, delays and 
cancellations as airlines attempt to 
recoup lost revenue despite often 
severe staffing shortages magnifying 
the disruptions.

as Buttigieg told the associated 
Press, “this is happening to a lot of 
people, and that is exactly why we 
are paying close attention here to 
what can be done and how to make 
sure that the airlines are delivering.”

the options, unfortunately, ap-
pear limited, although Buttigieg has 
said he is prepared to take enforce-
ment action against airlines that un-
derperform on customer service.

after a Memorial Day weekend 
marked by thousands of flight can-
cellations across the country — in-
cluding fully 9% of Delta’s total flight 
operations — Delta official allison 
ausband explained that “weather and 
air traffic control, vendor staffing, in-
creased cOVID case rates contribut-
ing to higher-than-planned unsched-
uled absences … are resulting in an 
operation that isn’t consistently up to 
the standards Delta has set … .”

We get it. everything has been 
more challenging since the pan-
demic began. airlines have been hit 
hard by a shortage of pilots, who can 
be especially difficult to replace giv-
en high training demands. It takes 
months to hire and train a pilot to 
meet federal safety standards.

Buttigieg has urged airlines to 
hire more customer service workers 
to rebook flights. But that does little 
good if there are no flights available 
for rebooking.

Pilots earlier this month held 
several protests over being forced to 
work record amounts of overtime, 
with some holding signs that read, 

“If I look tired, it’s because I am.”
We recognize the predicament 

airlines are in. Strapped for revenue 
during the worst of the pandemic, 
they urged many pilots to take early 
retirement. Now they lack the per-
sonnel to handle the surge in con-
sumer demand.

Nevertheless, it’s time to take 
stock when disruptions become the 
norm instead of the exception. Pas-
sengers in european Union coun-
tries have had broad consumer pro-
tections in place since 2004. they 
include compensation when airlines 
delay or cancel a flight, and meals 
and hotel stays for overnight delays.

By contrast, the shabby treat-
ment of airline passengers in the U.S. 
is an old story that gets worse. as far 
back as 2010, Sen. amy Klobuchar 
co-sponsored a Passenger Bill of 
rights that called for protections so 
basic one would have hardly thought 
they needed to be stated. the new 
rules required airlines to provide 
passengers with food, water and 
toilet facilities during prolonged de-
lays on the tarmac and limited the 
time they could be forced to occupy 
a plane to three hours. that came 
about after a series of horrific stories 
of passengers trapped on planes for 
hours while waiting for clearance to 
take off.

airlines can’t control the weath-
er, but what prevents them from 
booking a hotel for passengers oth-
erwise stranded? earlier this month, 
dozens of Delta passengers were 
stranded at the atlanta airport, in-
cluding a disabled U.S. army vet-
eran who said he had to sleep on the 
airport floor overnight and a young 
mother whose 11-month-old daugh-
ter was running out of diapers and 
formula.

consumers continue to have too 
few rights when it comes to air trav-
el. as transportation secretary, Butt-
igieg can fine airlines that continue 
to have massive disruptions. But be-
fore doing so, he said he wants to see 
what happens the July 4th weekend 
and the rest of the summer.

We urge Buttigieg to keep the 
pressure on airline executives to do 
better.

Airline Passengers 
Deserve Better

Hassan Al Thawadi, Secretary General of the Supreme Committee for Delivery & Legacy.
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Lebanese President Michel 
aoun on Thursday tasked 
caretaker prime minister na-
jib Mikati with forming a new 
government in the country 
roiled by a severe economic 
crisis.

Following consultations 
with the various parliamen-
tary blocs, aoun summoned 
Mikati and entrusted him 
with the job, the presidency 
said, according to the state 
news agency nna.

Mikati, a sunni Muslim 
billionaire, received 54 votes 
during the parliamentary 
consultations, beating out all 
other potential candidates.

He has already formed a 
government three times be-
fore, most recently in sep-
tember last year.

Lebanon, suffering its 
worst economic crisis in dec-
ades, held legislative elec-
tions in May in which the 

pro-Iranian Hezbollah move-
ment and its allies lost their 
majority in the parliament.

Under the Lebanese con-
stitution, the president has to 
consult with different blocs 
in parliament before calling 
on the premier to form a new 
government.

In the past, the forma-
tion of a government has of-

ten dragged on for months 
because of power-wrangling 
among political rivals.

Lebanon’s president 
should be a Christian Maron-
ite, the prime minister a 
sunni Muslim and the par-
liamentary speaker a shiite 
Muslim, according to an un-
written pact that dates back 
to 1943.

Incumbent premier renamed to 
form govt in crisis-hit Lebanon

UK lawmakers to vote on N Ireland Protocol bill next week
dpa 

London

PLans by british Prime Min-
ister boris Johnson plans to 
unilaterally scrap parts of 
northern Ireland’s brexit deal 
will be debated and voted upon 
by parliament in London next 
week.

House of Commons Leader 
Mark spencer announced the 
controversial legislation has 
been scheduled to receive its 
second reading on June 27.

This will see the lower 
house of parliament debate the 
main principles of the north-
ern Ireland Protocol bill and 
decide whether it can proceed 

for further consideration.
The UK government has 

argued the measures to remove 
checks on goods and animal 
and plant products travelling 
from Great britain to northern 
Ireland are necessary to safe-
guard the Good Friday agree-
ment and peace and stability.

The imposition of checks 

between Great britain and 
northern Ireland in order to 
keep an open border with Ire-
land has angered unionists.

but capitals across the eu-
ropean Union reacted with 
outrage to the plans to override 
parts of the protocol, which 
governs trade between Great 
britain and northern Ireland.

agencies 

VILLaGers rushed to bury 
the dead on Thursday and dug 
by hand through the rubble of 
their homes in search of survi-
vors of a powerful earthquake 
in eastern afghanistan that 
state media reported killed 
1,000 people. 

residents appeared to be 
largely on their own to deal 
with the aftermath as their new 
Taliban-led government and 
the international aid commu-
nity struggled to bring in help.

Under a leaden sky in Pa-
ktika province, the epicenter 
of Wednesday’s earthquake 
where hundreds of homes 
have been destroyed, men 
dug several long trenches on 
a mountainside overlooking 
their village. They prayed over 
around 100 bodies wrapped 
in blankets and then buried 
them.

In villages across Gayan 
District, toured by associated 
Press journalists for hours 
Thursday, families who had 
spent the previous rainy night 
out in the open lifted pieces of 
timber of collapsed roofs and 
pulled away stones by hand, 
looking for missing loved 
ones. Taliban fighters circulat-
ed in vehicles in the area, but 
only a few were seen helping 
dig through rubble.

There was little sign of 
heavy equipment — only one 
bulldozer was spotted being 
transported. ambulances cir-
culated, but little other help to 
the living was evident.

Many international aid 
agencies withdrew from af-
ghanistan when the Taliban 
seized power nearly 10 months 
ago. Those that remain are 
scrambling to get medical sup-

plies, food and tents to the re-
mote quake-struck area, using 
shoddy mountain roads made 
worse by damage and rains.

“We ask from the Islamic 
emirate and the whole country 
to come forward and help us,” 
said a survivor who gave his 
name as Hakimullah. “We are 
with nothing and have noth-
ing, not even a tent to live in.” 

The scenes underscored 
how the magnitude 6 quake 
has struck a country that was 
already nearly on its knees 
from multiple humanitarian 
crises.

The quake took the lives 
of 1,000 people, according to 
the state-run bakhtar news 
agency, which also reported 
an estimated 1,500 more were 
injured. In the first independ-
ent count, the United nations 

Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian affairs said 
around 770 people had been 
killed in Paktika and neigh-
boring Khost province.

It’s not clear how the totals 
were arrived at, given the dif-
ficulties of accessing and com-
municating with the affected 

villages. either grim toll would 
make the quake afghanistan’s 
deadliest in two decades, and 
officials continued to warn the 
number could still rise.

since the Taliban took over 
in august amid the U.s and 
naTO withdrawal, the world 
pulled back financing and de-
velopment aid that had been 
the main thing keeping the 
country afloat. 

The economy collapsed, 
leaving millions unable afford 
food; many medical facilities 
shut down, making treatment 
harder to find. nearly half the 
population of 38 million faces 
crisis levels of food insecurity.

Many aid and develop-
ment agencies also left after 
the Taliban seizure of pow-
er. The U.n. and remaining 
agencies said they were mov-

ing blankets, food, tents, and 
medical teams to the area.

but they are over-
stretched, and U.n. agencies 
are facing a $3 billion funding 
shortfall for afghanistan this 
year. Peter Kessler, a spokes-
man for the United nations’ 
refugee agency, said that 
means there will be difficult 
decisions about who gets aid.

adnan Junaid, the Inter-
national rescue Committee 
vice president for asia, said 
local medical centers, already 
struggling to deal with malnu-
trition cases, were now over-
whelmed with quake injured.

“The toll this disaster will 
have on the local communi-
ties ... is catastrophic, and the 
impact the earthquake will 
have on the already stretched 
humanitarian response in af-
ghanistan is a grave cause for 
concern,” Junaid said.

The Defense Ministry, 
which leads the Taliban emer-
gency effort, said it sent 22 
helicopter flights on Wednes-
day transporting wounded 
and taking supplies, along 
with several more Thursday.

still, the Taliban’s re-
sources have been gutted by 
the economic crisis. Made up 
of insurgents who fought for 
20 years against the U.s. and 
naTO, the Taliban have also 
struggled to make the transi-
tion to governing.

On Wednesday, a U.n. of-
ficial said the government had 
not requested that the world 
body mobilize international 
search-and-rescue teams or 
obtain equipment from neigh-
boring countries, despite a 
rare plea from the Taliban’s 
supreme leader, Haibatullah 
akhundzadah, for help from 
the world.

Afghans bury dead, dig for 
survivors of powerful quake

Villagers along with rescue workers examine the extent of damage at a village following an earthquake in 
Bernal district, Paktika province, on Thursday. (AFP)

agencies 

eUrOPean Union lead-
ers on Thursday were set to 
make Ukraine a candidate 
for membership in the 27-na-
tion bloc, the first step in a 
potentially yearslong process 
that could pull the embattled 
country further away from 
russia’s influence and bind 
it more closely to the West. 
several diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
ahead of an eU summit in 
brussels, predicted Ukraine 
would receive the unani-
mous approval required for 
candidate status. Ukraine 
submitted its application just 
a few days after russia in-
vaded on Feb. 24.

“It will strengthen 
Ukraine, it will strengthen 
europe. It is a decision for 
freedom and democracy and 
puts us on the right side of 
history,” european Parlia-
ment President roberta 
Metsola said ahead of the an-

nouncement. 
a decision in Ukraine’s 

favour on Thursday would be 
uncharacteristically rapid for 
the eU. but the biggest war 
in europe since World War 
II and Ukraine’s request for 
fast-track consideration up-
ended the bloc’s go-slow ap-
proach to expansion.

eU candidate status 
doesn’t give an automatic 
right to join the bloc and 
doesn’t provide any immedi-
ate security guarantees.

Once a country gains 
membership, however, it is 
covered under an eU treaty 
clause that says if a member 
falls victim to armed aggres-
sion, the other eU countries 
are obligated to assist it by 
all the means in their power. 
The main benefits from eU 
membership, though, are 
economic, since it gives ac-
cess to a market of 450 mil-
lion consumers with free 
movement of labor, goods, 
services and capital.

EU leaders set 
to grant Ukraine 
candidate status

Ankara and London call for urgent 
action to solve Black Sea grain crisis

dpa 
istAnBuL 

brITaIn and Turkey’s top 
diplomats on Thursday 
warned of “devastating conse-
quences” if a quick solution to 
a lingering grain crisis in the 
black sea due to russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine isn’t found.

“This grain crisis is urgent 
and it needs to be solved with-
in the next month. Otherwise, 
we can see devastating conse-

quences,” british Foreign sec-
retary Liz Truss told reporters 
in ankara alongside her Turk-
ish counterpart Mevlüt Çavu-
soglu. 

russia is “weaponizing 
hunger” and using food secu-
rity as a “callous tool of war,” 
Truss charged, adding that 
britain and Turkey were work-
ing “closely together” to get the 
“grain out of Ukraine.” 

russia’s invasion of 

Ukraine, has disrupted grain 
deliveries to markets, leading 
to a global rise in food prices. 
The international community 
has for weeks been appealing 
for Moscow to allow the export 
of Ukrainian grain. 

The two countries are 
among the world’s biggest 
wheat exporters and play a key 
role in ensuring global food se-
curity. 

The issue needs to be re-

solved “as soon as possible,” 
Çavusoglu said, adding ankara 
backs a United nations plan 
which he said stipulates creat-
ing a control centre in Istanbul 
to monitor passage of vessels 
in and out of a “safe zone” out-
side Ukrainian waters.

Çavusoglu was still cau-
tious about a quick solution, 
saying that some security-
related hurdles remain in the 
way.

Lebanon’s President Michel Aoun (centre) with parliament speaker 
Nabih Berri and Prime Minister-designate Najib Mikati (right) at the 
presidential palace in Baabda on Thursday. (AFP)

Suu Kyi transferred to solitary prison confinement
dpa 

nAyPyidAw 

MyanMar’s ousted leader 
aung san suu Kyi has been 
transferred from house ar-
rest to a prison in the capital 
naypyidaw, where she is being 
held in solitary confinement, 
military spokesperson Zaw 
Min Tun said on Thursday.

“It is confirmed that Daw 
aung san suu Kyi was sent to 
the prison ...

in accordance with crimi-
nal laws,” Zaw Min Tun said 
in a statement, adding that 
she is “well treated in solitary 
confinement.” suu Kyi faces 
11 corruption charges, each 
of which carries a potential 
sentence of up to 15 years in 
prison.

In april, she received her 

first conviction for accepting 
a bribe of $600,000 in cash 
and gold bars from the former 
chief minister of yangon. she 
has denied the claim.

Journalists and members 
of the public were banned 
from attending the trial and 

suu Kyi was barred from 
speaking to the media. Human 
rights activists have spoken of 
a show trial.

Myanmar’s military junta 
has now ordered all legal pro-
ceedings and trial hearings to 
be moved from a courtroom 

to prison, according to the lo-
cal media and sources familiar 
with the proceedings.

suu Kyi was arrested on 
February 1, hours before the 
military overthrew Myanmar’s 
democratically elected civil-
ian leaders and returned the 
country to military rule.

since then, Myanmar has 
been in political turmoil, with 
the military struggling to con-
tain peaceful street protests. 
Civil disobedience movements 
and armed armed resistance 
fighters are trying to unseat 
the military government by 
force.

according to rights group 
assistance association for Po-
litical Prisoners, at least 1,900 
people have been killed and 
more than 14,000 arrested 
since the coup.
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the defense Ministry, which 
leads the taliban emergency 
effort, said it sent 22 
helicopter flights on 
wednesday transporting 
wounded and taking supplies, 
along with several more 
thursday

istAnBuL: turkish and israeli security units had prevented 
attacks against israeli nationals in turkey, the two countries’ 
foreign ministers said on thursday.

israeli Foreign Minister yair Lapid thanked turkey for coor-
dinating the efforts during a press conference with his turkish 
counterpart Mevlüt Çavusoglu in Ankara. Lapid charged that 
iran was behind the planned attacks, citing israel’s intelligence 
reports. turkey would “under no circumstance” allow such 
incidents on its soil, Çavusoglu said, without naming any third 
country. (dpa)

Turkey and Israel say security forces 
foiled threat to Israelis

GenevA: the world Health organization (wHo) was conven-
ing a meeting of experts on thursday to assess whether the 
spread of monkeypox should be considered a “public health 
emergency of international concern.” the independent experts 
were examining whether the world needs to be put on notice 
about a growing health threat. the results of these delibera-
tions were not expected until Friday. designating a global 
health emergency has no immediate practical consequences 
beyond making governments and the public more vigilant. the 
wHo declared the coronavirus a global public health emergen-
cy on January 30, 2020. (dpa)

WHO emergency committee on monkey-
pox’s global spread to meet

BeiJinG: China and russia on thursday criticized western 
countries and sanctions as the leaders of the BriCs group 
started their summit. the group, which includes Brazil, russia, 
india, China and south Africa, should “take responsibility” and 
work for “equality and justice” in the world, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping said in his opening remarks. He called for countries 
to oppose unilateral western sanctions. russian President 
vladimir Putin meanwhile blamed “thoughtless and selfish ac-
tions of certain states” for the global economic crisis, adding 
that “honest and mutually beneficial cooperation” are the only 
way out of the crisis. (dpa)

China and Russia criticise Western 
countries at BRICS meeting

BerLin: More than 21,000 
Afghans have been able to get 
out of their home country and 
relocate to Germany since the 
taliban seized power in August 
last year, the German foreign 
minister said on thursday.

Berlin has promised to 
assist local employees of the 
German military and German 
agencies, plus Afghans at risk 
under the new hardline regime.

overall, German Foreign 
Minister Annalena Baerbock 
said that two thirds of all 
Afghans who received permis-
sion to move to Germany had 
done so.

Baerbock said that of the 
former local forces who had 
worked for the Bundeswehr, 
three quarters had relocated to 
Germany. (dpa)

Germany says it has 
taken in 21,000 
at-risk Afghans

News 
in brief

File photo of Aung San Suu Kyi. (AFP)



MoCI undersecretary leads Qatari 
delegation to GCC meeting in Riyadh
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MINISTRY of Commerce and 
Industry Undersecretary Sul-
tan bin Rashid Al Khater  led 
the Qatari delegation partici-
pating in the 62nd Gulf Coop-
eration Council (GCC) Trade 
Cooperation Committee, con-
vened at the headquarters of 
the GCC General Secretariat in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

The meeting discussed a 
number of topics and issues 
of common interest related to 
trade cooperation between the 
GCC states, in addition to pre-
viewing the recommendations 
made by the Undersecretaries 
of the Ministries of Commerce 
in the GCC at the preparatory 
meetings and taking the ap-
propriate decisions in this re-
gard.  

Moreover, Khater also 
took part in a bilateral meeting 
with ministers of commerce in 
the GCC states and with Anne-
Marie Trevelyan, Secretary of 
State for International Trade 
in the United Kingdom. 

Additionally, Khater and 
ministers of commerce in the 
GCC member states witnessed 
a signing ceremony to launch 
free trade negotiations be-
tween the GCC states, and the 
United Kingdom and North-
ern Ireland.

The agreement was signed 
by Secretary General Dr. Nayef 
Falah M. Al-Hajraf of the Co-
operation Council for the Arab 
States of the Gulf, and Anne-
Marie Trevelyan. The signing 
will further strengthen the 
economic and trade relations 
that will serve common inter-
ests.

Karwa motors opens assembling factory in Oman
QNA

MUSCAT

MINISTER of Finance HE Ali bin 
Ahmed Al Kuwari headed Qatar’s 
delegation to the opening ceremony 
for Karwa Motors factory for assem-
bling trucks in Oman on Thursday. 
The factory is located in Duqm re-
gion.

The ceremony was attended on 
the Qatari side by Minister of Trans-
port HE Jassim bin Seif Al Sulaiti 
and Chairman of Karwa Motors HE 
Dr Saad bin Ahmed Al Mohannadi. 
On the Omani side it was attended 
by Minister of Finance Sultan bin 
Salem Al Habsi and Chairman of 
the Public Authority for Special Eco-
nomic Zones and Free Zones Dr. Ali 
bin Masoud Al Sunaidy.

The ceremony included a tour of 
the factory’s facilities and the prod-
ucts it will produce.

Karwa Motors is a result of the 
partnership between Qatar’s Mo-
wasalat (Karwa) company and Oman 
Invest Fund. It is one of the Qatari-
Omani joint committee’s most 
prominent projects.

Instagram tests using artificial intelligence, other tools for age verification
AGENCIES

INSTAGRAM is testing new 
ways to verify the age of peo-
ple using its service, including 
a face-scanning artificial in-
telligence tool, having mutual 
friends verify their age or up-
loading an ID.

But the tools won’t be 
used, at least not yet, to try to 
keep children off of the popu-
lar photo and video-sharing 
app. The current test only in-

volves verifying that a user is 
18 or older.

The use of face-scanning 
AI, especially on teenag-
ers, raised some alarm bells 
Thursday, given the checkered 
history of Instagram parent 
Meta when it comes to pro-
tecting users’ privacy. Meta 
stressed that the technology 
used to verify people’s age can-
not recognize one’s identity — 
only age. Once the age verifi-
cation is complete, Meta said 

it and Yoti, the AI contractor it 
partnered with to conduct the 
scans, will delete the video.

Meta, which owns Face-
book as well as Instagram, said 
that beginning on Thursday, 
if someone tries to edit their 
date of birth on Instagram 
from under the age of 18 to 18 
or over, they will be required 
to verify their age using one of 
these methods.

Meta continues to face 
questions about the negative 

effects of its products, espe-
cially Instagram, on some 
teens.

Kids technically have to be 
at least 13 to use Instagram, 
similar to other social media 
platforms. But some circum-
vent this either by lying about 
their age or by having a par-
ent do so. Teens aged 13 to 17, 
meanwhile, have additional 
restrictions on their accounts 
— for instance, adults they are 
not connected to can’t send 

them messages — until they 
turn 18.

The use of uploaded IDs 
is not new, but the other two 
options are. To use the face-
scanning option, a user has 
to upload a video selfie. That 
video is then sent to Yoti, a 
London-based startup that 
uses people’s facial features to 
estimate their age.

Yoti is one of several bio-
metric companies capitalizing 
on a push in the United King-

dom and Europe for stronger 
age verification technology to 
stop kids from accessing por-
nography, dating apps and 
other internet content meant 
for adults -- not to mention 
bottles of alcohol and other 
off-limits items at physical 
stores.

Yoti has been working with 
several big U.K. supermarkets 
on face-scanning cameras at 
self-check-out counters. It has 
also started verifying the age 

of users of the youth-oriented 
French video chatroom app 
Yubo.

While Instagram is likely 
to follow through with its 
promise to delete an appli-
cant’s facial imagery and not 
try to use it to recognize indi-
vidual faces, the normaliza-
tion of face-scanning presents 
other societal concerns, said 
Daragh Murray, a senior lec-
turer at the University of Es-
sex’s law school.

Oil prices slump as investors fear 
Fed rate hikes will hurt demand

AGENCIES

OIL prices dropped by nearly 
$2 a barrel on Thursday af-
ter another round of remarks 
from Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell fanned wor-
ries U.S. interest rate hikes 
wouldslow economic growth.

Brent crude futures set-
tled at $110.05 a barrel, fall-
ing$1.69, or 1.5%. U.S. West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude futures settled at 
$104.27 a barrel, down $1.92, 
or 1.8%.

Powell said the Fed’s fo-
cus on curbing inflation was 
“unconditional” and the labor 
market was unsustainably 
strong, comments that stoked 
fears of more rate hikes.

Investors have been par-
ing positions in risky assets as 
they assess whether inflation-
fighting central banks could 
push the world economy into 
recession with higher interest 
rates.

“If the U.S., and the rest 
of the world goes into a reces-
sion, you can significantly im-
pact demand,” said Houston 
oil consultant Andrew Lipow.

Also, high gasoline prices 
could be starting to slow de-
mand, said Robert Yawger, 
director of energy futures at 
Mizuho in New York.

“That’s definitely worked 
its way into the conversa-
tion,” said Yawger, adding 
he thought gasoline still had 
room to rise. U.S. retail prices 
are currently averaging $4.94 
a gallon, down about 10 cents 
from the peak, according to 
AAA.

Major U.S. oil refiners 
and Energy Secretary Jennif-
er Granholm emerged from 

an emergency meeting over 
the issue with no concrete 
solutions to lower prices, ac-
cording to a source familiar 
with the discussions, but the 
two sides agreed to work to-
gether.

The most recent estimates 
by the American Petroleum 
Institute, according to mar-
ket sources, showed U.S. 
crude and gasoline invento-
ries rising last week, which 
also weighed on prices, Yaw-
ger said.

Official weekly estimates 
for U.S. oil inventories were 
scheduled to be released on 
Thursday but technical prob-
lems will delay those figures 
until next week, the U.S. En-
ergy Information Adminis-
tration said, without giving a 
specific timeline.

OPEC and allied produc-
ing countries including Rus-
sia will likely stick to a plan 
for accelerated output in-
creases in August in hopes 
of easing crude prices and 
inflation as U.S. President 
Joe Biden plans to visit Saudi 
Arabia, sources said.

The group known as 
OPEC+ agreed at its last 
meeting on June 2 to boost 
output by 648,000 bar-
rels a day in July, or 7% of 
global demand, and by the 
same amount in August, up 
from the initial plan to add 
432,000 bpd a month over 
three months until Septem-
ber.

US Federal Reserve chief 
Jerome Powell on Wednes-
day said that the central bank 
was not trying to engineer a 
recession to stop inflation but 
was fully committed to bring-
ing prices undercontrol even 

if doing so risked an econom-
ic downturn.

“Beyond the recessionary 
fears ... soaring refining mar-
gins continue to underscore 
extremely tight oil products 
markets ...which matters 
profoundly for global central 
banks,” saidJapanese bank 
MUFG.

Meanwhile, Russia con-
tinues to find alternative cus-
tomers for its oil.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on Wednes-
day said that Russia was re-
routing its trade and oil ex-
ports towards countries from 
the BRICS group of emerg-
ing economies in the wake of 
Western sanctions over the 
conflict in Ukraine.

China’s crude oil imports 
from Russia in May were up 
55 percent from a year earlier 
and at record highs.

Reuters also reported that 
India is providing safety cer-
tification for dozens of ships 
managed by a subsidiary of 
Russian shipping group Sov-
comflot, enabling oil exports 
to India and elsewhere after 
Western certifiers withdrew 
their services.

US President Joe Biden, 
meanwhile, called on Con-
gress to pass a three-month 
suspension of the federal 
gasoline tax to help to com-
bat record pump prices and 
provide temporary relief for 
American families this sum-
mer.

The US Energy Informa-
tion Administration said its 
weekly oil data, which was 
scheduled for release on 
Thursday, will be delayed un-
til next week at the earliest 
because of system issues.
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Germany faces natural gas ‘crisis,’ raises  
warning level PAGE 7

GOLD



Agencies

Germany activated the sec-
ond phase of its three-stage 
emergency plan for natural gas 
supplies Thursday, warning 
that europe’s biggest economy 
faces a “crisis” and storage tar-
gets for the winter are at risk 
after russia reduced energy 
deliveries to several countries.

The government said the 
decision follows cuts rus-
sia made to natural gas flows 
starting last week and surging 
energy prices stoked by the war 
in Ukraine. Industrial custom-
ers are being asked to reduce 
the amount of natural gas they 
use, and Germany and other 
countries are turning back to 
coal as a replacement, threat-
ening climate goals in europe 
as energy tensions escalate be-
tween russia and the West.

“even if we can’t feel it 
yet — we are in a gas crisis,” 
economy and energy minister 
robert Habeck said.

russia last week reduced 
natural gas to Germany, Italy, 
austria, the Czech republic 
and Slovakia just as european 
Union countries are scram-
bling to refill storage of the 
fuel used to generate electric-
ity, power industry and heat 
homes in the winter. rus-
sia’s state-owned energy giant 
Gazprom blamed a missing 
part sent to Canada for repairs 
as it cut flows by 60% through 
the nord Stream 1 pipeline 
running under the Baltic Sea 
to Germany — europe’s major 
natural gas pipeline.

Other countries, including 
austria and the netherlands, 
also have launched first-stage 
warnings about supplies and 
urged people to conserve. 
Germany and Italy, two of eu-
rope’s biggest buyers of rus-
sian gas, have called russia’s 
gas reductions politically mo-
tivated and warned they could 
further slow the economy.

“We are in an economic 
conflict with russia,” said 
Habeck, accusing moscow of 
trying to destroy european 
unity and the solidarity it has 
shown with Ukraine.

The cutbacks come on 
top of gas shutoffs to Poland, 
Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, 
France and the netherlands in 
recent weeks.

Germany’s government 
said current gas demands are 
being met and its storage fa-
cilities are filled to 58% capac-
ity — higher than at this time 
last year. But the goal of reach-
ing 90% by December won’t be 
possible without further meas-
ures, it said.

Germany would not re-
act by cutting off neighboring 
countries, Habeck said. Instead, 
it was urging industry and resi-
dents to reduce their consump-
tion as much as possible.

“The prices are already 
high, and we need to be pre-
pared for further increases,” 
Habeck said, warning that 
“this will affect industrial 
production and become a big 
burden for many producers.” 

Despite that, Germany’s en-
ergy industry lobbying group 
BDeW said it supported the 
government’s decision. Calcu-
lations show that businesses 
have already reduced their de-
mand by 8% in recent months. 
To encourage further savings, 
the government plans to hold 
auctions paying large indus-
trial consumers to relinquish 
their contracts.

The measures being taken, 
including providing gas dis-
tributors and utility companies 
with large loans to cope with 
price surges, were necessary 
to prevent a collapse of energy 
markets, Habeck said.

Triggering the highest alert 
level could force Germany to 
ration gas for industrial cus-
tomers to spare homes, schools 
and hospitals and would mean 
a severe hit to the economy.

Habeck said people could 
do their part by adjusting their 

home heating system now and 
saving up to 15% during the 
cold months.

“It sounds banal some-
times, but you have to multi-
ply that banality by 41 million 
households,” he said.

Since declaring the first 
phase of its emergency plan 
in march, Germany and other 
countries have been trying to 
get additional gas from neigh-
bors such as the netherlands 
and norway as well as liquefied 
natural gas from producers 
outside europe, including the 
United States, as the eU looks 
to reduce reliance on russia by 
two-thirds by year’s end.

To the horror of environ-
mentalists, the German gov-
ernment announced Sunday 
that it would increase the 
burning of more polluting coal 
and reduce gas use for electric-
ity production.

The available coal-gener-

ating capacity that could be 
brought back online could 
provide 9% of country’s power 
needs and spare a quarter of 
the gas that industry is using, 
according to Carlos Torres 
Diaz, senior vice president at 
rystad energy.

The netherlands also will 
allow coal-fired power stations 
to operate at full capacity again 
to conserve gas that would oth-
erwise be burned for electricity.

Habeck placed part of the 
blame on political decisions by 
past German governments to 
rely on russia for energy sup-
plies and a failure to establish 
alternatives.

“How different things 
would be if we had really made 
massive progress in energy 
efficiency and the expansion 
of renewables over the last 
few years instead of simply 
remaining at a standstill,” he 
said.

Germany faces natural gas 
‘crisis,’ raises warning level

Amazon’s Alexa could 
soon mimic voice of 

dead relatives
Agencies

amazOn’S alexa might 
soon replicate the voice of 
family members - even if 
they’re dead.

The capability, unveiled 
at amazon’s re:mars con-
ference in Las Vegas, is in 
development and would 
allow the virtual assistant 
to mimic the voice of a spe-
cific person based on a less 
than a minute of provided 
recording.

rohit Prasad, senior 
vice president and head sci-
entist for alexa, said at the 
event Wednesday that the 
desire behind the feature 
was to build greater trust in 
the interactions users have 
with alexa by putting more 
“human attributes of empa-
thy and affect.”

“These attributes have 
become even more impor-
tant during the ongoing 
pandemic when so many 

of us have lost ones that we 
love,” Prasad said. “While 
aI can’t eliminate that pain 
of loss, it can definitely 
make their memories last.”

In a video played by 
amazon at the event, a 
young child asks “alexa, can 
Grandma finish reading me 
the Wizard of Oz?” alexa 
then acknowledges the re-
quest, and switches to an-
other voice mimicking the 
child’s grandmother. The 
voice assistant then contin-
ues to read the book in that 
same voice.

To create the feature, 
Prasad said the company 
had to learn how to make a 
“high-quality voice” with a 
shorter recording, opposed 
to hours of recording in a 
studio. amazon did not pro-
vide further details about 
the feature, which is bound 
to spark more privacy con-
cerns and ethical questions 
about consent.

Agencies

HIGH gas prices have Wallace 
reid looking for a new career.

reid, who drives for Uber 
and Lyft in new york, fills up 
his Lexus at least three times 
a week. He pays around $95 
each time, about double what 
he was paying last year. To 
make up for that, he’s driving 
more often, but he’s also apply-
ing for other jobs that wouldn’t 
require his car.

“It’s more hours, more 
stress,” he said. “new york City 
is not an easy city to work and 
it’s affecting our lives.” reid 
isn’t alone. millions of ameri-
cans who rely on their cars for 
work are changing their habits, 
signing up for carpools or even 
ditching their cars for bicycles 
as gas prices recently hit $5 per 
gallon for the first time ever. 
This week, it’s averaging $4.95 
per gallon nationwide, up from 
$3.06 per gallon a year ago, ac-
cording to aaa.

On Wednesday, President 
Joe Biden asked Congress to 
suspend federal gas taxes for 
three months, which would 
shave 18.4 cents per gallon off 
the price of gas. He also called 
on states to suspend their own 
gas taxes.

Biden’s push faces uphill 
odds in Congress. In the mean-
time, gas is straining budgets.

Jace Shoemaker-Gallo-
way agonized over whether 
to charge more for Paws and 
Whiskers Sitters, her pet-sit-
ting business in macomb, Illi-
nois. She visits as many as 10 
houses each day and fills up 
her 2018 mazda CX-3 almost 
every week. One recent fill-up 
cost her nearly $50.

This month, she finally act-
ed. She contacted her clients 
and told them she was remov-

ing the 10% discount she has 
always given to repeat custom-
ers.

Shoemaker-Galloway, who 
is also a children’s book au-
thor, said her customers were 
understanding. But she wor-
ries that gas prices will cut into 
her business in other ways.

“The cost isn’t just impact-
ing my bottom line,” she said. 
“Because the price of every-
thing is so expensive, people 
are cutting back on non-essen-

tials, which means pet-sitting 
and book sales.” In a normal 
summer, Orvilia nieto might 
do some traveling in the rV 
she lives in in Lytle, Texas. 
But that might not happen this 
year. She is struggling to fill the 
tank of her 2008 Ford expedi-
tion SUV so she can get to her 
job at a T.J. maxx distribution 
center in San antonio, about 
20 miles away.

nieto and her co-workers 
trade tips on where gas is 

cheapest. She sometimes car-
pools or fills her tank only half-
way, which still costs her more 
than $50. But she feels lucky. 
a handful of colleagues on her 
shift, which ends at 2:30 a.m., 
ride their bikes home in the 
dark.

“It’s been a rough road,” 
she said. “If we lived in the 
city it would be easier, could 
take the bus, but at the end of 
the shift at 2:30 in the morn-
ing, what bus line is avail-

able?” Jill Chapman, a senior 
performance consultant with 
Insperity, a Texas-based hu-
man resources and recruit-
ment company, said gas prices 
and commute lengths are 
increasingly a sticking point 
with job candidates. Chapman 
said companies may want to 
consider temporary bonuses, 
incentives for public transit 
or gas cards to help their em-
ployees.

“a business owner needs 

to acknowledge that there is 
stress associated with rising 
gas prices,” Chapman said.

David Lewis, the CeO of 
Operations Inc., a norwalk, 
Connecticut-based human re-
sources consulting company, 
remembers handing out gas 
cards to his employees in 2009 
when gas prices topped $4 per 
gallon. But this time he won’t 
be doing that because employ-
ees have another option: work-
ing from home.

“This is an unwelcome de-
velopment for those compa-
nies that are trying to get peo-
ple back to the office,” Lewis 
said. “It is one more reason-
able reason why those employ-
ees are pushing back.” Lewis 
has around 100 employees in 
norwalk. Before COVID, 85% 
of them were in the office at 
least two days a week. now, 
maybe 25% of them are. Lewis 
— and many of his clients — 
would like to see employees 
in the office more but say gas 
prices are a huge barrier.

“If you are the company 
that requires everyone to 
come in all the time, you’re a 
pariah,” he said.

Psychology professor Bri-
an Cesario used to live within 
walking distance of the col-
lege where he teaches. But 
last year, he moved 55 miles 
away to Hopewell Junction, 
new york, so he could afford 
a larger home for his growing 
family.

Cesario taught remotely 
even before the pandemic and 
assumed he would continue 
doing so. But last fall, his col-
lege began requiring him to 
drive to campus twice a week, 
a commute that now costs 
him $240 in gas each month. 
Cesario said he doesn’t make 
enough to compensate for that, 

so he’s looking for a fully re-
mote job outside of academia.

For those who must com-
mute, there can be options. On 
Tuesday, Uber announced it 
was bringing back discounted 
shared rides in nine U.S. cit-
ies this summer, including 
new york, Los angeles and 
Chicago. Organizations that 
link carpoolers — like one run 
by the Southeast michigan 
Council of Governments in 
the Detroit area — say they are 
seeing significantly more par-
ticipants.

Some are even finding so-
lutions in their own garage. 
Pame Viens and her husband 
— both histotechnologists who 
prepare tissue at medical fa-
cilities — switched vehicles be-
cause his commute is longer. 
now, he’s driving her 2016 
Volkswagen Passat and she’s 
driving his 2022 Dodge ram.

“I’m only 5’1.” I hit my 
forehead on the side mirror,” 
she said with a laugh. “But I’m 
getting used to it.” But others 
say they simply have to hustle 
harder. Brian Scheall, an Uber 
driver in Tampa, Florida, pays 
$75 every time he fills up his 
Volkswagen atlas.

“you can make money but 
you have to work, work, work,” 
said Scheall. He recently took 
a side job driving some cus-
tomers from Florida to Virgin-
ia for some extra cash.

Uber says it understands 
drivers are feeling the pinch 
from high gas prices, and it 
added a 45-cent to 55-cent 
surcharge on all trips in march 
to help soften the blow. But 
both reid and Scheall say gig 
companies should be doing 
much more.

“It makes no difference at 
all. It’s like a grain of sand,” 
reid said of the surcharge.

Gas prices sting US workers who depend on their cars

Ave long-term US mortgage 
rates inch up to 5.81 percent

Agencies

aVeraGe long-term U.S. 
mortgage rates inched up this 
week following last week’s 
mammoth jump, the biggest 
in 35 years.

mortgage buyer Freddie 
mac reported Thursday that 
the 30-year rate ticked up to 
5.81% this week, from last 
week’s 5.78%. Last week’s av-
erage — which jumped more 
than a half-point from the 
previous week — was the high-
est since november of 2008 
during the housing crisis. One 
year ago, the average 30-year 
rate was 3.02%.

The average rate on 15-
year, fixed-rate mortgages, 
popular among those refi-
nancing their homes, rose to 
4.92% from 4.81% last week. a 
year ago, the rate was 2.34%.

Last week, the Federal 
reserve raised its benchmark 

rate by three-quarters of a 
point, the biggest single hike 
since 1994.

The Fed’s unusually large 
rate hike came after govern-
ment data showed U.S. in-
flation rose in may to a four-
decade high of 8.6%. The Fed’s 
benchmark short-term rate, 
which affects many consumer 
and business loans, will now 
be pegged to a range of 1.5% to 
1.75% — and Fed policymak-
ers forecast a doubling of that 
range by year’s end.

Higher borrowing rates 
appear to be slowing the hous-
ing market, an important pil-
lar of the economy.

Sales of previously occu-
pied U.S. homes slowed for 
the fourth consecutive month 
in may as climbing mortgage 
rates and record high prices 
discouraged house hunters. 
existing home sales fell 3.4% 
last month from april.

German Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck shows an diagram about German gas storage during a news conference in Berlin,  
Germany on Thursday.

Wallace Reid fuels his vehicle he drives to make a living using ride-share apps, Wednesday, June 22, 2022, in the Queens borough of New York. 
Millions of Americans who rely on their cars for work are changing their habits, signing up for carpools or even ditching their cars for bicycles as 
gas prices recently hit $5 per gallon for the first time ever.
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 After two years of pandemic restrictions, travel demand has roared back, but airlines and airports crisis are struggling to keep up

Airport chaos: European travel 
runs into pandemic cutbacks

The airport lines are long, and lost 
luggage is piling up. It’s going to be 
a chaotic summer for travelers in 
Europe.

Liz Morgan arrived at Amster-
dam’s Schiphol Airport 4 1/2 hours before her 
flight to Athens, finding the line for security 
snaking out of the terminal and into a big tent 
along a road before doubling back inside the 
main building.

“There’s elderly people in the queues, 
there’s kids, babies. No water, no nothing. No 
signage, no one helping, no toilets,” said Mor-
gan, who is from Australia and had tried to 
save time Monday by checking in online and 
taking only a carry-on bag.

People “couldn’t get to the toilet because 
if you go out of the queue, you lost your spot,” 
she said.

After two years of pandemic restrictions, 
travel demand has roared back, but airlines 
and airports that slashed jobs during the 
depths of the COVID-19 crisis are struggling 
to keep up. With the busy summer tourism 
season underway in Europe, passengers are 
encountering chaotic scenes at airports, in-
cluding lengthy delays, canceled flights and 
headaches over lost luggage.

Schiphol, the Netherlands’ busiest air-
port, is trimming flights, saying there are 
thousands of airline seats per day above the 
capacity that security staff can handle. Dutch 
carrier KLM apologized for stranding pas-
sengers there this month. It could be months 
before Schiphol has enough staff to ease the 
pressure, Ben Smith, CEO of airline alliance 
Air France-KLM, said Thursday.

London’s Gatwick and Heathrow airports 
are asking airlines to cap their flight numbers. 
Discount carrier easyJet is scrapping thou-
sands of summer flights to avoid last-minute 
cancellations and in response to caps at Gat-
wick and Schiphol. North American airlines 
wrote to Ireland’s transport chief demanding 
urgent action to tackle “significant delays” at 
Dublin’s airport.

Nearly 2,000 flights from major con-
tinental European airports were canceled 
during one week this month, with Schiphol 
accounting for nearly 9%, according to data 
from aviation consultancy Cirium. A further 
376 flights were canceled from U.K. airports, 
with Heathrow accounting for 28%, Cirium 
said.

It’s a similar story in the United States, 
where airlines canceled thousands of flights 
over two days last week because of bad weath-
er just as crowds of summer tourists grow.

“In the vast majority of cases, people are 
traveling,” said Julia Lo Bue-Said, CEO of the 
Advantage Travel Group, which represents 
about 350 U.K. travel agents. But airports 
have staff shortages, and it’s taking a lot long-
er to process security clearances for newly 
hired workers, she said.

“They’re all creating bottlenecks in the 
system,” and it also means “when things go 
wrong, that they’re going drastically wrong,” 
she said.

The Biden administration scrapping 
COVID-19 tests for people entering the U.S. is 
giving an extra boost to pent-up demand for 
transatlantic travel. Bue-Said said her group’s 
agents reported a jump in U.S. bookings after 
the rule was dropped this month.

For American travelers to Europe, the 
dollar strengthening against the euro and the 
pound is also a factor, by making hotels and 
restaurants more affordable.

At Heathrow, a sea of unclaimed luggage 
blanketed the floor of a terminal last week. 
The airport blamed technical glitches with the 

baggage system and asked airlines to cut 10% 
of flights at two terminals Monday, affecting 
about 5,000 passengers.

“A number of passengers” may have 
traveled without their luggage, the airport 
said.

When cookbook writer Marlena Spieler 
flew back to London from Stockholm this 
month, it took her three hours to get through 
passport control.

Spieler, 73, spent at least another hour 
and a half trying to find her luggage in the 
baggage area, which “was a madhouse, with 
piles of suitcases everywhere.” She almost 
gave up, before spotting her bag on a carou-
sel. She’s got another trip planned to Greece 
in a few weeks but is apprehensive about go-
ing to the airport again.

“Frankly, I am frightened for my well be-
ing. Am I strong enough to withstand this?” 
Spieler said by email.

In Sweden, lines for security at Stock-
holm’s Arlanda Airport have been so long 
this summer that many passengers have been 
arriving more than five hours before board-
ing time. So many are showing up early that 
officials are turning away travelers arriving 
more than three hours before their flight to 
ease congestion.

Despite some improvements, the line to 
one of the checkpoints stretched more than 
100 meters (328 feet) Monday.

Four young German women, nervous 
about missing their flight to Hamburg while 
waiting to check their bags, asked other pas-
sengers if they could skip to the front of the 
line. Once there, they bought fast-track pass-
es to avoid the long security queue.

Lina Wiele, 19, said she hadn’t seen quite 
the same level of chaos at other airports, “not 
like that, I guess,” before rushing to the fast-
track lane.

Thousands of pilots, cabin crew, baggage 
handlers and other aviation industry workers 
were laid off during the pandemic, and now 
there’s not enough to cope with the travel re-
bound.

“Some airlines are struggling because I 
think they were hoping to recover staffing 
levels quicker than they’ve able to do,” said 
Willie Walsh, head of the International Air 
Transport Association.

The post-pandemic staff shortage is not 
unique to the airline industry, Walsh said at 
the airline trade group’s annual meeting this 
week in Qatar.

“What makes it difficult for us is that 
many of the jobs cannot be operated remote-

ly, so airlines have not been able to offer the 
same flexibility for their workforce as other 
companies,” he said. “Pilots have to be pre-
sent to operate the aircraft, cabin crew have 
to be present, we have to have people load-
ing bags and assisting passengers.” Laid-off 
aviation workers “have found new jobs with 
higher wages, with more stable contracts,” 
said Joost van Doesburg of the FNV union, 
which represents most staff at Amsterdam’s 
Schiphol Airport. “And now everybody wants 
to travel again,” but workers don’t want air-
port jobs.

The CEO of budget airline Ryanair, Eu-
rope’s biggest carrier, warned that flight de-
lays and cancellations would continue “right 
throughout the summer.” Passengers should 
expect a “less-than-satisfactory experience,” 
Michael O’Leary told Sky News.

Some European airports haven’t seen big 
problems yet but are bracing. Prague’s Vaclav 
Havel international airport expects passenger 
numbers to swell next week and into July, 
“when we might experience a lack of staffers, 
especially at the security checks,” spokes-
woman Klara Diviskova said.

The airport is still short “dozens of staff-
ers” despite a recruitment drive, she said.

Labor strife also is causing problems.

In Belgium, Brussels Airlines said a three-
day strike starting Thursday will force the 
cancellation of about 315 flights and affect 
some 40,000 passengers.

British Airways check-in staff and ground 
crew at Heathrow voted Thursday to strike 
over pay. Dates haven’t been set, but their un-
ions said it would be this summer.

Two days of strikes hit Paris’ Charles de 
Gaulle airport this month, one by security 
staff and another by airport personnel who 
say salaries aren’t keeping pace with inflation. 
A quarter of flights were canceled the second 
day.

Some Air France pilots are threatening a 
strike Saturday, warning that crew fatigue is 
threatening flight security, though Smith, the 
airline CEO, said it’s not expected to disrupt 
operations. Airport personnel vow another 
salary-related strike July 1.

Still, the airport problems are unlikely to 
put people off flying, said Jan Bezdek, spokes-
man for Czech travel agency CK Fischer, 
which has sold more holiday packages so far 
this year than before the pandemic.

“What we can see is that people can’t 
stand waiting to travel after the pandemic,” 
Bezdek said. “Any problems at airports can 
hardly change that.”

Travelers wait in long lines to check in and board flights at Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport, Netherlands, Tuesday

Agencies

THE chief of airline alliance 
Air France-KLM said Thurs-
day that it will take weeks 
or months to get new secu-
rity staff in place to lighten 
pressure on the Amsterdam 
airport, which has seen flight 
cancellations, damaging 
delays and big travel head-
aches as global air travel re-
bounds from the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Air France-KLM CEO 
Ben Smith told reporters 
that the company is seeking 
compensation for some of its 
losses, blaming the troubles 
at Amsterdam’s Schiphol 
Airport on shortages of se-
curity and other ground 
personnel outside KLM’s 

control.
While the Dutch gov-

ernment faces pressure to 
find solutions, once security 
personnel are recruited, “it 
could take weeks or months 
to have them in a position” 
because of government re-
quirements for security 
clearances, Smith said.

Airlines and airports 
that slashed jobs during the 
pandemic are struggling to 
keep up with soaring travel 
demand, and passengers are 
encountering chaotic scenes 
at airports around Europe 
and the U.S.

Smith downplayed con-
cerns about an Air France 
pilots’ strike scheduled for 
Saturday, saying only a 
small minority of pilots are 

expected to participate and 
he doesn’t expect it to affect 

operations.
The main Paris airport, 

Charles de Gaulle, has not 
seen many travel disrup-
tions like those in Amster-
dam, London and some 
other hubs. Smith attributed 
that to Air France’s decision 
last year to hire hundreds 
of pilots, mechanics and 
cabin staff in anticipation 
of a surge in demand in this 
summer.

The airlines are still 
down staff: 7,500 people 
left Air France because of 
the pandemic travel crash, 
and KLM lost 3,000. While 
many airlines laid off staff, 
Air France-KLM says it only 
saw voluntary departures.

But Smith said all of 
the airlines’ planes are op-
erating, and the company 
foresees 85% to 90% of pre-

pandemic flight activity this 
summer worldwide.

“We see a strong pent-up 
demand for leisure travel, 
people who haven’t been 
able to fly for two years,” he 
said.

Despite concerns about 
rising COVID-19 cases and 
risks of a recession, he pre-
dicted high demand into the 
fall.

Soaring global fuel pric-
es are sending plane ticket 
prices through the roof, but 
Smith said that isn’t stop-
ping people from flying.

“The ability to pass on 
higher costs to customers is 
unbelievable,” particularly 
in first class and business 
class, he said. “Trying to get 
a seat out of New York is im-

possible.” Still, he warned 
that because of high fuel 
costs and broader inflation, 
“We’re not going to see a 
bonanza year of profits. It’s 
still a long path” back to pre-
pandemic operations.

The French and Dutch 
governments saved Air 
France and KLM from near 
collapse when the pandemic 
hit, with billions of euros in 
loans. Smith said the compa-
ny hopes to pay off the Dutch 
aid in the coming months 
and 75% of the French aid by 
the end of this year.

He welcomed the re-
turn to travel freedoms but 
warned travelers: “Allow ex-
tra time to get into and out 
of airports — and book early. 
Flights are filling up.”

Air France-KLM boss warns travelers: Go to the airport early
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CEO of Air France-KLM Benjamin Smith speaks during a press  
conference at Roissy airport, north of Paris.
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ASIAN champions Qatar have 
leapfrogged Saudi Arabia into 
fifth place in Asia after climb-
ing two spots to 49th accord-
ing to the  latest FIFA Men’s 
World Ranking released on 
Thursday.

Iran have dropped two 
spots to 23rd but remain Asia’s 
top side while Japan dropped 
one spot to 24th to remain 
second while Korea Republic 
moved up one rung to 28th.

Australia, boosted by 
their qualification to the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022, moved 
up three spots to 39 to occupy 
fourth place among the Asian 
sides.

Saudi Arabia (53), United 
Arab Emirates (69), Iraq (70), 
Oman (75) and Uzbekistan 
(77) complete Asia’s top 10. 

The FIFA World Cup 2022 
hosts Qatar are also fifth in the 
Arab world behind Morocco 
(22) Tunisia (30), Egypt (40) 
and Algeria (41). 

With the 2022 World Cup 
just a little over four months 
away, the surge in rankings 
should come as a boost to Qa-
tar who have returned into 
the top-50 fold after having 
slipped in February’s rank-
ings. Qatar had ended 2021 on 
the 48th position. 

The Felix Sanchez-coached 

Qatar national team is pres-
ently undergoing a condi-
tioning camp in Marbella – a 
coastal city in Spain.

In March, Qatar played 
two home friendlies against 
Slovenia and Bulgaria follow-
ing their participation at the 
FIFA Arab Cup 2021.

Qatar are in Group A of 
the World Cup where they will 
face European giants Nether-

lands, African champions Sen-
egal and Ecuador. 

The hosts will kick off their 
campaign against Ecuador on 
November 21 at the Al Bayt 
Stadium. 

Brazil still numero uno
Brazil top the bill ahead of Bel-
gium while Lionel Messi’s Ar-
gentina swapped places with 
world champions France who 

went down to fourth after fail-
ing to get a win in their recent 

four Nations League games.
England remain fifth, 

Spain moved into sixth at the 
expense of Euro champions 
Italy, the Netherlands climbed 
two into eighth, ahead of Por-
tugal, with Denmark up one to 
complete the top 10.

Mexico meanwhile 
dropped out of the top 10, 
down three from ninth to 12th, 
behind Germany.

A total 280 matches were 
relevant for the latest national 
team rankings, with Kazakh-
stan the biggest climbers up 11 
spots while Egypt and Nepal 
each lost eight places.

Between the final qualifiers 
for the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022, the UEFA and Concacaf 
Nations Leagues fixtures, 
the qualifiers for continental 
championships in Asia and 

Africa, and a host of friendly 
matches, there has been no 
shortage of international foot-
ball since the last edition of the 
FIFA/Coca-Cola World Rank-
ing in March. A total of 280 
international fixtures took 
place during this period with 
significant ramifications in the 
Ranking: of the 211 countries 
listed in the global standings, 
177 experienced movement. 

Qatar back into the top 50 of FIFA rankings

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

ZINEDINE Zidane has not 
ruled out taking over as head 
coach at Paris Saint-Germain 
or following Didier Des-
champs as France’s national 
team coach, amid growing 
speculation over his future.

Mauricio Pochettino’s de-
parture from PSG has not yet 
been finalised, but reports 
have linked both Zidane and 
Nice boss Christophe Galtier 
to the job, with club president 
Nasser Al Khelaifi even con-
firming talks with the latter.

Stepping down in 2021 as 
a two-time LaLiga and three-
time Champions League win-
ner with Real Madrid, Zidane 
would assume either role as a 
highly-decorated coach, hav-
ing also enjoyed an exception-
al playing career.

In an interview with 
L’Equipe to mark his 50th 
birthday, the Marseille native 
indicated he would not turn 
down the opportunity to coach 
the fiercest rivals of the club he 
supported as a child, citing a 
lack of realistic options in both 
personal and logistical senses.

“Never say never,” he said. 
“Especially when you are a 
coach today, but the question 
is moot. This is absolutely ir-
relevant. When I was a player, I 
had a choice, almost every club.

“As a coach, there are not 
50 clubs where I can go. There 
are two or three possibilities. 
This is the current reality. As 

coaches, we have much less 
choice than players. If I go 
back to a club, it’s to win. I say 
this with all modesty. That’s 
why I can’t go anywhere. For 
other reasons, too, I might not 
be able to go everywhere.

“The language, for exam-
ple. Some conditions make 
things more difficult. When 
I’m asked: ‘Do you want to go 
to Manchester?’ I understand 
English but I don’t fully mas-
ter it. I know there are coaches 
who go to clubs without speak-

ing the language, but I work 
differently. To win, many ele-
ments come into play.” 

From leading France to the 
World Cup in 1998 as a player - 
propelling him to his sole Ballon 
d’Or award in the process - to 
his straight red card in the 2006 
World Cup final after headbut-
ting Italy’s Marco Materazzi, Zi-
dane experienced both the highs 
and lows with Les Bleus.

Punctuating his stellar in-
ternational career with that 
sending off in Berlin leaves 

him with unfinished business 
at international level, but Zi-
dane insisted his ambition 
will be with respect to current 
France boss Deschamps and 
his preparations for this year’s 
World Cup in Qatar.

“I want to (be head coach 
of France), of course. I will be, 
I hope, one day,” Zidane said. 
“When? It’s not up to me, but 
I want to come full circle with 
the France team. I knew this 
French team as a player, and 
it’s the most beautiful thing 

that’s ever happened to me.
“But really, this is the pin-

nacle. And so, as I experienced 
that and today I am a coach, 
the France team is firmly root-
ed in my head.

“When I say that I want to 
take the France team one day, 
I assume it. Today, a team is in 
place, with its goals. But if the 
opportunity comes next, then 
I’ll be there. Again, it’s not up 
to me. My deep desire is there. 
The France team is the most 
beautiful thing there is.”

‘Never say never’ – Zidane keeps 
door open for PSG, France roles
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LONDON: Serena Williams’ return to tennis in Eastbourne has been cut short after doubles partner Ons Jabeur withdrew from the tournament because of a knee injury.  
Williams has played her first two competitive matches at the Rothesay International since limping out of Wimbledon in tears last summer with a hamstring problem. Williams 
and Tunisian Jabeur made it through to the semi-finals with a narrow victory over Maria Bouzkova and Sara Sorribes Tormo and then a more convincing one against Shuko 
Aoyama and Chan Hao-ching. But the American will now turn her attention to a much greater test at the All England Club, where she has taken a wild card into the women’s 
singles as she continues her pursuit of a record-equalling 24th Grand Slam title. Speaking after Wednesday’s match, Williams said: “I feel good. As good as one can feel 
after having such a long time off. I was telling Ons, this was a really good match and the second set in particular, they played really well, but we were able to just play different 
circumstances. “It was actually good match play and match practice, which is exactly what I needed and what I wanted to do coming here, so I couldn’t have asked for more.” 
Williams, who is unseeded at Wimbledon, will find out who she faces in the first round when the draw is made on Friday morning. (PA MEDIA/DPA)

Serena’s Eastbourne doubles run ends early after Jabeur suffers injury

 Quick read

Sergio Alegre, assistant coach to Xavi Hernandez at Barcelona, and a former member of Qatar national 
team’s coaching staff during Asian Cup 2019, with Qatar coach Felix Sanchez and Qatar captain Hassan  
Al Haydos, when he visited the national team’s training camp at Marbella in Spain on Wednesday.

Qatar players during a training session at their ongoing conditioning camp in Marbella, a coastal city in 
southern Spain.

1. Brazil (Pts: 1837.56); 2. Belgium 
(1821.92); 3. Argentina (1770.65);  
4. France (1764.85); 5. England 
(1737.46); 6. Spain (1716.93);  
7. Italy (1713.86); 8. Netherlands 
(1679.41); 9. Portugal (1678.65);  
10. Denmark (1665.47).

THE TOP TEN

Real Madrid’s French coach Zinedine Zidane. (AFP)

FIFA approves increase 
of World Cup squads 
strength to 26 players

DPA

FOOTBALL governing body 
FIFA has approved the in-
crease of the World Cup 
squads to a maximum of 26 
players, the federation said on 
Thursday.

National teams are to take 
at least 23 players to the next 
tournament in Qatar from 
November 21 to December 18, 
while the maximum number 
of players on the release list 
has been increased from 35 to 
55.

In addition, FIFA said that 
the last match day at club level 

for players nominated in the 
final squads for the World Cup 
will be on November 13.

According to FIFA, the 
change was made due to the 
“need to retain additional flex-
ibility due to the unique tim-
ing” of the Qatar World Cup 
and the “broader context of 
the disruptive effects caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
on squads before and during 
tournaments.” 

FIFA also said that the 
2023 presidential election will 
take place at the 73rd FIFA 
Congress to be held in Kigali, 
Rwanda, on March 16, 2023.

Al Arabi to train in Spain 
ahead of new QSL season

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE technical and administra-
tive staff of the Al Arabi team 
has decided to set up a train-
ing camp in Spain in Jerez de 
la Frontera city for the team to 
prepare ahead of the new foot-
ball season and the 2022-2023 
QNB Stars League.

The camp shall begin on 
July 1 and continue until July 21.

During the overseas camp, 
Al Arabi will play many friend-
ly matches besides their tech-
nical and physical training 
which will prepare the players, 
both foreign and local profes-

sionals, for the new season.
As part of the ongoing 

preparations at Al Arabi for 
the new season, the contract 
of distinguished national 
coach Younis Ali was renewed 
to guide the team in the next 
season following his success 
with Al Arabi which qualified 
for the semi-finals for the first 
time since 2011 during the 
2021-2022 QSL season.

Goalkeeper Jasem Al Hail 
has also been signed from Qatar 
Sports Club in a reciprocal deal 
between the two clubs. Al Hail 
moved to Al Arabi in exchange 
for goalkeeper Sata Al Abbasi 
joining Qatar Sports Club.



It was a big scare – Alvarez rescued by 
coach after fainting in pool at worlds

PA MEDIA/DPA
LONDON 

AMERICAN artistic swimmer 
Anita Alvarez was “not breath-
ing” when she was rescued 
from the bottom of the pool 
after fainting at the World 
Aquatics Championships.

The 25-year-old lost con-
sciousness after completing 
her solo free final routine in 
Budapest on Wednesday.

Alvarez’s coach Andrea 
Fuentes responded to the dra-
ma by diving in fully clothed to 
pull the swimmer to safety.

“It was a big scare,” 
four-time Olympic medal-
list Fuentes was reported as 
saying by Spanish newspaper 
Marca. 

“I was scared because I 
saw she was not breathing, but 
now she is doing very well.

“She only had water in her 
lungs, once she started breath-
ing again everything was OK.” 
And speaking to Spanish ra-

dio, she said: “It felt like a 
whole hour.

I said things weren’t right, 
I was shouting at the lifeguards 
to get into the water, but they 
didn’t catch what I said or they 
didn’t understand.

“She wasn’t breathing. I 

went as quickly as I could, as 
if it were an Olympic final.” 
Alvarez was given medical at-
tention poolside before being 
taken away on a stretcher.

In a statement on the US 
Artistic Swimming Instagram 
page, Fuentes said Alvarez 

would be assessed by doctors 
on Thursday before a decision 
was made on her competing in 
Friday’s team event.

Fuentes said: “Anita is 
OK - the doctors checked all 
vitals and everything is nor-
mal: heart rate, oxygen, sugar 

levels, blood pressure, etc. all 
is OK.

“We sometimes forget that 
this happens in other high-en-
durance sports.

“Marathon, cycling, cross 
country. we all have seen im-
ages where some athletes 
don’t make it to the finish line 
and others help them to get 
there.

“Our sport is no different 
than others, just in a pool, we 
push through limits and some-
times we find them.

“Anita feels good now and 
the doctors also say she is OK.

“Tomorrow she will rest 
all day and will decide with 
the doctor if she can swim free 
team finals or not. Thank you 
for all of your well wishes for 
Anita.” Alvarez, who finished 
seventh in the final, previously 
fainted following a routine 
during an Olympic qualifier in 
Barcelona last year.

Fuentes also rescued her 
on that occasion.

STATS PERFORM/DPA
BERLIN 

MADRID put its Formula One 
ambitions in writing on Thurs-
day as Spanish capital chiefs 
declared the city is ready 
to host future races.

Enrique Lopez, minister 
of the presidency, justice and 
interior in Madrid, sent a let-
ter to Formula One chief ex-
ecutive Stefano Domenicali in 
which he outlined the vision.

The Circuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya has staged the Span-
ish Grand Prix since 1991, and 
the letter from Lopez did not 
explicitly state Madrid would 
seek to take over the hosting of 
that race.

The Barcelona circuit has a 
contract that runs until 2026.

In recent times, Valen-
cia also staged the European 
Grand Prix from 2008 to 
2012, while the Madrid region 

has not held a Formula One 
race since Gilles Villeneuve 
won in 1981 at the Circuito del 

Jarama.
Lopez pointed to Madrid’s 

strengths in his approach to 

Domenicali, mentioning “an 
outstanding economic and so-
cial development in the Span-

ish and European contexts”.
“I believe that holding in 

Madrid a motor racing event, 
which is one of the most excit-
ing sporting phenomena of our 
time, would be a success for all 
the professionals, institutions 
and companies involved in the 
development of Formula 1. Of 
course, it would also be a sat-
isfaction for the whole region 
and its citizens,” Lopez wrote.

“That is why the govern-
ment of the community of Ma-
drid has the greatest interest 
in making it possible.

“In short, I would like to 
confirm our commitment to 
you and to this project, as well 
as our willingness to sign the 
appropriate agreements to 
promote the race and offer a 
great sporting and entertain-
ment spectacle. We are ready 
to work with you and your 
team to bring Formula 1 to 
Madrid.”

Madrid launches bold quest  
to bring F1 to Spanish capital

FAN leaders from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia have expressed their 

excitement ahead of the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022 dur-
ing a visit to the host country, 
where they took a closer look 
at the stadiums that will host 
their team’s matches. 

Speaking from Education 
City Stadium, which will see 
the Green Falcons take on Po-
land on 27 November, Faisal 
Al Dosari, a Board member 
with the Saudi National Team 
Fan Association spoke about 
his delight with the state of the 
art facility.

“What we see today is a 
magnificent structure that 
reflects the hard work that 
went into it. It’s a tremendous 
achievement for Qatar, and I 
particularly like the Green and 
White seats,” said Al Dosari.

The Saudis have been 
drawn into Group C of Qatar 
2022 alongside Poland, Mex-
ico and Argentina. Saudi Ara-
bia will look to make its sixth 
appearance at the tourna-
ment, and aim to outdo their 
best achievement which came 
in USA 1994, when they quali-
fied to the Round of 16. 

Having appeared in three 
of those FIFA World Cup tour-
naments, Nawaf Al Temyat 
knows how important it is for 
players to have support in the 
stands.

“Having Saudi fans in the 

stands will give the national 
team an important boost. Dur-
ing the three times I played 
in the tournament, we didn’t 
have more than a few hundred 
supporters in the stands. But 
now, with Qatar being a neigh-
bour of Saudi Arabia, the sup-
port will be much larger and 
will have a huge impact on our 
players,” said Al Temyat, who 
was recently named as a FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022™ am-

bassador.
Saudi Arabia is one of four 

teams from the region to par-
ticipate in Qatar 2022, along-
side Tunisia, Morocco and 
hosts Qatar.

“With the tournament be-
ing held in the Gulf region, our 
participation in this edition of 
the World Cup is crucial. We 
want to maintain our World 
Cup legacy and we are hon-
oured to play in Qatar, where 

we can all take part in show-
casing our talent and the Arab 
world’s generosity and hospi-
tality,” added Al Temyat.

The visit to Education 
City Stadium came as part 
of a wider tour that saw the 
Saudi fan leader delegation 
visit other tournament ven-
ues, including Lusail Stadi-
um where the Saudi nation-
al team will play their two 
other group stage matches 

against Argentina and Mex-
ico on 22 and 30 November 
respectively. Fan leaders 
also met with members of 
the Supreme Committee for 
Delivery & Legacy to get a 
closer look at the experience 
awaiting Saudi fans who will 
make the short trip to Qatar 
to support their team.

Fahad Al Shatri, Chairman 
of the Saudi National Team 
Fan Association, said “The 

visit was useful in terms of 
explaining all the procedures 
required for fans to attend 
matches, from arriving at the 
airport to applying for Hayya 
and match days.”

“It’s been a beautiful gath-
ering with our brothers. We 
have had a chance to look at 
stadiums and learn more about 
Qatar’s preparations to host 
the event. Any Saudi fan that is 
able to attend matches in Qa-

tar, should definitely do so. We 
ask interested fans to follow 
the instructions we have listed 
on our social media platforms 
because this will be a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity.”

Surrounded by some of 
Qatar’s leading universities, 
Education City Stadium will 
host Saudi Arabia’s match 
against Poland and matches 
through to the quarter-finals 
of the tournament.

‘We look forward to showcasing our football talent 
alongside the Arab region’s signature hospitality’

Education City stadium gives Saudi fans a glimpse of what to expect during FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022

In a thrilling encounter of the Asian Beach Handball World Champion-
ships on Thursday, Qatar shocked Denmark 2-1 via a golden goal at 
the Karteros Beach Sports Center in Heraklion, Greece, to keep up its 
progress. Al Annabi had earlier suffered a 0-2 reversal against Norway 
but they regrouped to bounce back the same day. Nowraddine Den-
guir Amir stood out in Qatar’s win over Denmark garnering 23 points 
while Marwan Kakhi Hani added 16 as the two-time worlds bronze 
winners outplayed the Danes 25-24, 22-23, (12-10) for their fourth 
win of the tournament. However, in their opening Group 2 match, 
Qatar went down to Norway 22-23, 26-28. In other matches in Group 
2, Iran, the only other Asian team at the championship, beat Portugal 
22-24, 19-18, 8-6 while Denmark beat Portugal 25-18, 16-21, 7-6, 
and Brazil beat Iran 17-12, 15-12. Qatar are currently third in Group 2 
with four points while reigning champions Brazil are on top with eight 
points. Denmark are third with six points. Qatar will take on Asian 
champions Iran on Friday. Top four teams from each of the groups will 
advance into the quarter-finals. (TNN)

Scheffler ‘surprised’ by Koepka LIV 
decision and committed to PGA
STATS PERFORM/DPA

BERLIN 

SCOTTIE Scheffler has admit-
ted it was “definitely a sur-
prise” to see Brooks Koepka 
join the breakaway Saudi-
backed LIV Golf series as he 
reaffirmed his commitment to 
the PGA Tour.

Koepka became the latest 
big name to join the contro-
versial LIV series this week, 
following the likes of Bryson 
DeChambeau, Patrick Reed 
and Abraham Ancer to join af-
ter its maiden event in London 
earlier this month.

Those moving have faced 
significant backlash for their 
decisions, with Rory McIlroy 
questioning the approach of 
the players on Wednesday, 
and while Scheffler was sur-
prised, he stopped short of di-
rect criticism.

“It was definitely a surprise 
for me. I was at a function with 
him last week and that definite-
ly wasn’t what we had in mind,” 
he told a news conference.

“We were focused on build-
ing the PGA Tour and getting 
the guys that are staying here 
together and kind of just hav-

ing talks and figuring out how 
we can help benefit the Tour, 
so to see Brooks leave was def-
initely a surprise for us.

“With that being said, he’s 
made his decision, I’m not go-
ing to knock him for doing 
that.” The world number one 
also reaffirmed his own com-
mitment to the PGA Tour and 
rebuffed any chances of him 
following in Koepka’s footsteps.

“For me, it’s not where I 
see myself heading anytime 
soon. I grew up wanting to be 
on the PGA Tour,” he said.

“I grew up dreaming of 
playing in these events, I 
didn’t grow up dreaming of 
playing the Centurion Club in 
London or whatever it is.  “I 
grew up wanting to play in the 
Masters, in Austin, at Coloni-
al, the Byron Nelson.

“I wouldn’t trade those 
memories for anything at this 
moment in time.

Those memories to me are 
invaluable.  “I would never risk 
going and losing the opportu-
nity to go back to Augusta every 
year.  “There’s nothing I would 
want to do right now that would 
risk having any sort of effect on 
the way my life is now.”

QATAR BEACH HANDBALL 
TEAM SHOCKS DENMARK 

The Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya has staged the Spanish Grand Prix since 1991 and the circuit has a 
contract that runs until 2026.

A member of Team USA (R) recovers USA’s Anita Alvarez, from the bottom of the pool during an incendent 
in the women’s solo free artistic swimming finals, during the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Champion-
ships at the Alfred Hajos Swimming Complex in Budapest on Wednesday. (AFP)

Sports10 Friday, June 24, 2022



TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Qatar Olympic Committee 
(QOC) has played a central role 
in the development of sport in 
Qatar. This role has  not only 
involved the organization of 
local, regional and world sport 
events, and establishing strong 
and competitive teams, but also 
has seen the creation of inspir-
ing programs and initiatives for 
younger generations and the 
broader society.

The QOC continues to work 
hard and commit its best ef-
forts towards promoting sports, 
physical activities, and Olympic 
values across the country, as 
per the Olympic charter.

Human development 
comes at the top of the QOC’s 
list of priorities, that’s why the 
QOC spares no effort in de-
veloping sport performance, 
and engaging athletes, from 
the amateur to the elite, and 
instilling the Olympic values 
into their daily lives.

To achieve these objec-
tives, the QOC has set up a 
number of initiatives and 
community programs that tar-
get both genders equally and 
engage different age groups, 
with a focus on younger age 
groups: school students and 
kindergartens.

Moreover, the QOC is 
committed to affecting social 
change through the organiza-
tion of sport events and to re-
maining a leading sport body 
that is integral to Qatar’s sus-
tainable sport development 
and the achievement of the 
country’s sport objectives.

The QOC is fully aware of 
its duty and the value of its 
leading role in the field of sus-
tainable events management, 
a matter that requires the QOC 
to organize activities related to 
the events that will meet the 
sustainability criteria.

In this context, some signif-
icant sport programs that tar-
gets the younger demograph-
ics and students have been 
launched over the past years.

On Olympic Day, the QOC 
highlights some of these key 
initiatives. 

Schools Olympic Program
The Schools Olympic Program 
(SOP) was founded in 2007 as 
a legacy from the Doha 2006 
Asian Games. The SOP is a 
pioneering initiative that came 
in response to the prestigious 
initiative of HH The Amir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, who 
was in that period the President 
of the Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee. The program is jointly 
organized by the QOC and the 
Ministry of Education and High-
er Education. The State of Qatar 
is the first nation in the region 
and one of the first countries in 
the world to implement such a 

program in its schools.
The SOP is a core component of 
Qatar’s commitment to develop-
ing sport at a grassroots level. It 
aims to increase sports par-
ticipation among young people 
and educate them through 
the Olympic values, contribut-
ing to a healthy and cohesive 
society. It also aims to be the 
first steppingstone to producing 
successful world-class athletes. 
The QOC works in partnership 
with its national federations to 
identify talented athletes who 
have the potential to represent 
Qatar on the world-stage.
It has grown from 7,099 partici-

pants in its inaugural season 
to 26,454 students from 461 
schools participating in the last 
school year. Students compete 
across 14 sports, including 
para-sports, throughout the 
school year, all striving to qualify 
for the grand finals every March. 
The program has become a 
beacon for sports development 
in the region, with other nations 
adopting a similar model in their 
own schools.
Despite COVID-19 challenges 
that hit the entire world, the 
SOP organizing committee held 
the 2020-2021 edition of the 
event virtually to keep the stu-

dents safe. Approximately 1700 
students from 270 government 
and private schools took part in 
this SOP Virtual edition.

Athletes Development Pathway
Qatar’s Athlete Development 
Pathway (ADP) model seeks to 
produce a new generation of 
Qatari sporting champions. ADP 
is the outcome of a three-year 
project led by the QOC in part-
nership with Aspire Academy.
The QOC has completed the 
first stage of this national pro-
ject that is serving the most im-
portant category of our society. 
The QOC right now is cooperat-

ing with the Qatar sport federa-
tions to provide support for the 
incoming stages. The QOC has 
organized three editions so far, 
the latest was in 2019 before 
COVID-19 began. 
The ADP is a robust framework 
that will enable Qatar to be 
fully unified in its approach to 
identifying, developing, and nur-
turing talented athletes at every 
stage of their career, from early 
childhood to post-retirement, 
enabling them to reach their 
full potential. It is the first of its 
kind in the MENA region and is 
another example of how Qatar 
is always striving to break new 

ground in the development of 
sport at every level.
The framework includes 39 
sport specific models, each 
tailored to enable optimum 
development within different 
sports and disciplines, including 
para-sport and women in sport. 
It will be rolled out with an in-
novative Athlete Management 
System that centralizes data 
gathering of all athletes, includ-
ing sport science data, learning 
curve and injury history. This will 
enable insights into athletes’ 
training to be gathered, which 
will also help to shape and im-
prove future training programs.

QOC spearheads sports development in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
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THE Qatar Olympic Com-
mittee ( QOC) celebrated  the 
2022 Olympic Day  with an 
amazing event  took place at  
the 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic And 
Sports Museum in Doha on 
Thursday.

Team Qatar stars,  Ashraf  
Amgad El Seify,  Abdulla Al 
Tamimi and Mubaraka Al 
Nuaimi attended the memo-
rable  Olympic event, which 
also saw a wide-scale partici-
pation from Schools Olympic 
Program students and athlete 
Development Pathway (Be an 
Athlete). 

In this event,   the QOC 
organized a number of tours 
and activities to shed lights 
on  the  museum sections , to 
showcase the history of sports 
worldwide, history of Olympic 
Games, Qatar’s most promi-
nent sport events  and top in-
fluencing athletes  in the world. 

Additionally, the muse-
um’s dynamic activities sec-
tion was opened for public 
to  showcase more than 18 
dynamic and interactive ac-
tivities to help increasing  par-
ticipants’ mental and sports 
skills.

The Olympic Day aims to 
encourage young age groups 
category to exercise the sports, 
learn and explore more about 
them ,  in a way that will pro-
mote the Olympic movement 
and  instill its  values into 
the community, a matter that 
shapes IOC’s most important 
message  to everyone in this 
event.

On this occasion, the sport 
Affairs Department Director, 
Khaleel Ibrahim Al Jaber said 
the Qatar Olympic Committee 
will remain keen to celebrate 
all IOC’s annual sport occa-
sions, will spare no effort to 
bring the community together 

to mark this amazing day an-
nually, exercise sports and ex-
plore a healthier lifestyle of life 
throughout sport”.

“We will leave no stone un-
turned to make this Olympic 
day message reaching every 
single person, we are truly be-

lief that sport has the power of 
peace to unify the people and 
speak to them with the lan-
guage they understand” Add-
ed Mr. Al Jaber.

Qatar rising tennis star, 
Mubaraka Al Naimi said we 
are truly grateful to be part 

of this day at the Qatar Olym-
pic and Sports Museum and 
shared the celebrations with 
more than 150 students and 
toured all sections of the mu-
seum, which contain a lasting 
sport legacy of all nations at 
different sport arenas.

“Qatar is always keen to 
commemorate all records of  
sports memorable moments, 
today, we had a chance to learn 
more about the IOC founding 
day and Qatar Olympic and 
Sports museum rich galleries” 
added Al Naimi.

Qatar Olympic Committee celebrates Olympic Day with community 
activities at 3-2-1 Qatar Olympic And Sports Museum

AGENCIES
HEADINGLEY

ENGLAND’S bowlers were 
once again held up by New 
Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell and 
Tom Blundell on day one of 
the third Test at Headingley on 
Thursday, reports BBC.com.

Mitchell, who already has 
two centuries in the series, 
ended 78 not out as the Black 
Caps recovered from 123-5 to 
reach 225 without further loss.

Blundell made 45 not out, 
combining for an unbroken 
stand of 102 with Mitchell to 
follow partnerships 195 in the 
first Test and 236 in the second.

After losing the toss, Eng-
land – 2-0 up in the three-
match series – bowled admi-
rably on a flat pitch but were 
left to rue the decision not to 
review an lbw decision against 
Mitchell.

Had they done so he would 
have been out for eight.

Earlier, Stuart Broad had 
Tom Latham caught at first 
slip in the first over and debu-
tant Jamie Overton bowled 
Devon Conway off an inside 
edge for his first international 
wicket.

Mitchell and Blundell have 
now scored 593 runs together 
in five innings in this series - 
the most in a series against 

England since South Africa’s 
Graeme Smith and Herschelle 
Gibbs amassed 677 across 
nine innings in 2003.

Mitchell and Blundell bat-
ted as they have done in the 
previous two Tests, calmly and 
rarely looking troubled.

Mitchell was able to at-
tack Leach more effectively 
than any of his team-mates, 
using the reverse sweep and 
reaching his fifty by thump-
ing the spinner for one of two 
straight sixes.

Having accumulated well, 
Blundell was given out caught 
behind off Joe Root’s off-spin 
on 31 but overturned the deci-
sion on review.
Scoreboard 
New Zealand (1st Innings)
T. Latham c Root b Broad  0
W. Young lbw b Leach  20
K. Williamson c Foakes b Broad 31
D. Conway b Overton  26
H. Nicholls c Lees b Leach  19
D. Mitchell not out  78
T. Blundell not out  45
Extras: (b4, lb2)  6
Total: (For 5 wkts, 90 overs)  225
To bat: M Bracewell, T Southee, 
N Wagner, T Boult.
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Latham), 
2-35 (Young), 3-62 (Williamson), 
4-83 (Conway), 5-123 (Nicholls). 
Bowling: Broad 17-5-45-2; Potts 
20-7-28-0; Overton 16-2-41-1; 
Leach 30-8-75-2; Root 7-0-30-0.

Mitchell, Blundell frustrate 
England again at Headingley
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New Zealand’s Daryl Mitchell (L) and Tom Blundell leave unbeaten at the 
end of play on Day 1 of the third Test match against England at Heading-
ley Cricket Ground in Leeds, northern England, on Thursday. (AFP)
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THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani honoured Qatar’s 
top outstanding male students in high 
school at the Amiri Diwan on Thursday. 

HH the Amir congratulated the 
students on their success in obtaining 
a high school diploma and excellence, 
praising their academic achievement 
and the results they achieved in various 
disciplines. 

HH the Amir also urged them to 
strive for more achievements, wishing 
them more brilliance and success in 

their education and professional ca-
reer to contribute to the renaissance of 
Qatar.

HH the Amir praised the role of par-
ents of the outstanding students and 
their contribution to supporting their 
sons to reach this distinguished level.

For their part, the students and their 
parents thanked HH the Amir for the 
care and support that education receives 
from him.

The honouring was attended by 
Minister of Education and Higher Edu-
cation HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al 
Nuaimi and the parents of the honoured 
students.
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Amir honours outstanding male high school students

Sheikha Jowaher honours outstanding female high school students

QNA 
DOHA

CONSORT of HH the Amir HH Sheikha Jowaher 
bint Hamad bin Suhaim Al Thani honoured Qatar’s 
outstanding female students in the high school at the 
Msheireb Administrative Building on Thursday.

At the beginning of the meeting, HH Sheikha Jowa-
her congratulated the students on their success and 
obtaining a high school diploma, praising their excel-
lence and the outstanding achievement, wishing them 
success in their future academic and university careers.

For their part, the students and their parents 
thanked to HH Sheikha Jowaher for her support and 
encouragement.

The honouring ceremony was attended by Minister 
of Education and Higher Education HE Buthaina bint 
Ali Al Jabr Al Nuaimi and the parents of the honoured 
students.

QatarDebate crowns Tamuq as new debating champions
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

TURKEY

TEXAS A&M University at Qa-
tar (Tamuq) has won the first 
position in the 6th International 
Universities Debating Champi-
onship, beating the team from 
Jordan’s University of Science 
and Technology and the team 
from Higher Institute of Islamic 
Studies and Research in Mauri-
tania, who won second and third 
spots, respectively.  

The debating championship, 
organised by Qatar Foundation 
(QF) member QatarDebate, in 
which Arab, Asian, European 
and American countries partici-
pated, was attended by dignitar-
ies, including Undersecretary 
of Qatar’s Ministry of Educa-
tion and Higher Education HE 

Dr Ibrahim bin Saleh Al Nu-
aimi, President of QF’s Hamad 
Bin Khalifa University Dr Ah-
mad M. Hasnah as the Guest of 
Honour and a number of official 
figures from some of the partici-
pating countries.

Some of the universities 
were competing in an Arabic 

language debate for the first 
time.

Executive Director of Qa-
tarDebate Dr Hayat Abdullah 
Marafi highlighted how 324 
debaters, 150 judges and 80 vol-
unteers, representing more than 
50 countries, gathered at this 
competition to express human 

connection and unity that we 
always strive to achieve. 

“The Arabic language has 
brought together young people 
from many countries. Their rac-
es, their varied religions and cul-
tures, their different languages 
and dialects, shared in their be-
lief of the message of the spoken 

word,” Dr Marafi said. 
Dr Marafi noted that this 

year has witnessed many events 
that demonstrate the far-reach-
ing message of QatarDebate, 
including the appointment of 
Salma Elkhaoudi, a PhD candi-
date from Stanford University 
as QatarDebate’s ambassador in 

the US – a result that stemmed 
from the cooperation between 
QatarDebate and the Fatih Sul-
tan Mehmet University. 

A centre, known as ‘Arabic 
Language Studies and Debat-
ing’, was also launched as the re-
sult of the partnership between 
the university and QatarDebate. 

QatarDebate also recently 
announced the QatarDebate Re-
search Fellowship Programme – 
a new programme that seeks to 
empower and support research-
ers in order to develop knowl-
edge in the field of debates.

Students of the Texas A&M 
University at Qatar team who 
won the championship ex-
pressed their joy at this achieve-
ment despite the intensity of the 
competition. 

Moaz Mahmoud Ahmed 
Rabie said that the real meaning 
of “victory” changes after win-
ning such an intense competi-
tion against extremely strong 
teams.

The Debating Pioneers 
Award for this season was won 
by the Debating and Thought 
Foundation from Jordan.


