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AMIR OPENS QATAR ECONOMIC FORUM 2022

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA

HIS Highness the Amir of State of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani patronised the opening of the 
Qatar Economic Forum 2022, Pow-
ered by Bloomberg, under the slo-
gan “Equalizing Global Recovery” 
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Doha, on 
Tuesday.

Delivering a speech on this oc-
casion, HH the Amir said, “I am 
pleased to welcome you all to the 
Second Qatar Economic Forum 
which aims at enriching dialogue on 
the strategic issues that are at the 
forefront of priorities for the global 
economy, and in this context, I val-
ue the wide participation in-person 
attendance, hoping that this will be 
a true representation of turning the 
COVID-19 page.”

HH the Amir said Qatar and the 
entire region are heading for a sig-
nificant historical event of hosting 
the 2022 FIFA World Cup for the 
first time in the region. 

“We are confident that the wide 
participation of the countries in this 

event will not only open the pros-
pects for strengthening internation-
al economic partnerships but will 
also constitute a springboard for 
strengthening the bridges of com-
munication and dialogue between 
different peoples. I welcome you all 
to Doha,” HH the Amir said.

HH the Amir said Qatar’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth 
outlook in 2022 is forecasted to be 

4.9 percent. 
“This is due to the rise in energy 

prices and the positive impact of the 
policies and procedures adopted by 
the state with the aim of supporting 
the economic sectors, enhancing the 
private sector’s production capacity, 
and adapting to regional and global 
variables.”

HH the Amir said, “We are 
aware that the rise in energy prices 

is short-lived and can’t be main-
tained forever. We had passed 
through long periods of low energy 
prices, and the only compensation 
we got against this decline came 
from the rational policies and sav-
ings during the periods of high 
prices, for the purpose of invest-
ment and diversification of sources 
of income.”

In the field of economic diver-

sification, HH the Amir said, some 
legislative amendments were in-
troduced to facilitate commercial 
transactions, enhance competition, 
protect the consumer, encourage 
the industrial and technological sec-
tor, support the national products 
competitiveness and increase the 
foreign direct investment by allow-
ing 100 percent foreign investors 
ownership of companies.

“These efforts have led to a sig-
nificant increase in the volume of 
domestic and foreign investment 
over the last years, especially with 
regard to foreign direct investment, 
which increased by 27 percent dur-
ing 2021, compared to 2020. We 
hope this growth will continue to 
rise in the coming years in accord-
ance with the adopted plans.”

HH the Amir said the posi-

tive health indicators have risen 
after lifting restrictions, recovery 
of trade flow, increase in public 
spending and rise in global de-
mand at all levels. 

“However, the confusion that 
has impacted the supply chains is 
still among major factors that drive 
up prices, in addition to the devas-
tating effects of the ongoing war in 
the European continent on Ukrain-
ian territory.”

HH the Amir added that the 
pandemic has revealed the extent 
of the gap between the rich and 
poor nations, and contributed to 
its expansion, especially during the 
faltering efforts to achieve develop-
ment and reduce poverty.

“The international community 
must adopt an approach that could 
translate words and goodwill into 
practical steps that could achieve 
equality in economic recovery 
among countries and salvage the 
sustainable development goals in 
a way that could support the poor 
peoples and those suffering from 
turmoil and wars,” HH the Amir 
said.

HH the Amir added that the eco-
nomic forecasts indicate a slowdown 
of growth in the global economy by 
about a third this year compared to 
last year in the light of the high rates 
of inflation in the long term. This 
could be a prelude to an inflationary 
recession the world has never seen 
like it since the period between 1976 
and 1979 according to the World 
Bank reports, when sharp rises in 
the interest rates to combat inflation 
led to the economic recession of the 
early 1980s.

Among the impacts of the 
Ukrainian crisis are the rise in en-
ergy and grain prices and the ef-
fects of that on the global economy. 
There are immediate humanitarian 
repercussions emanating from the 
interaction of the effects of war in 
Ukraine and local crises, such as 
in Ethiopia, Yemen and Syria, in a 
way that may immediately result in 
exposing hundreds of thousands of 
people to the risk of starvation.

Qatar Economic Forum aims to enrich 
dialogue on strategic issues: Amir

●  Wide participation of the countries in FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022 will not only open the prospects of 
strengthening international economic partnerships 
but will also constitute a springboard for 
strengthening the bridges of communication and 
dialogue between different peoples 

 ● Qatar assumes its responsibility as an active 
partner in the international community to 
confront climate change in its various economic, 
environmental and social dimensions 

● The pandemic has revealed the extent of the gap 
between the rich and poor nations, and contributed 
to its expansion, especially during the faltering 
efforts to achieve development and reduce poverty

● The international community must adopt an 
approach that could translate words and goodwill 
into practical steps that could achieve equality in 
economic recovery among countries and salvage 
the sustainable development goals in a way 
that could support the poor peoples and those 
suffering from turmoil and wars

● The rise in energy prices is short-lived and  
can’t be maintained forever. We had passed 
through long periods of low energy prices, 
and the only compensation we got against this 
decline came from the rational policies and 
savings during the periods of high prices, for 
the purpose of investment and diversification of 
sources of income

QatarEnergy selects ExxonMobil as  
4th partner in NFE expansion project
QATARENERGY has selected ExxonMobil 
as a partner in the North Field East (NFE) 
expansion project, the single largest 
project in the history of the LNG industry. 
A special ceremony was held at Qatar-
Energy’s headquarters in Doha to mark 
the occasion, during which Minister of 
State for Energy Affairs, President and 
CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad Sherida 
Al Kaabi, and Darren Woods, the Chair-
man and CEO of ExxonMobil, signed the 
partnership agreement in the presence 
of senior executives from both sides. The 
agreement stipulates a new joint venture 
company (JV), in which QatarEnergy will hold a 75% interest while ExxonMobil will hold the remain-
ing 25% interest. The new JV will own 25% of the entire NFE project, which includes 4 mega LNG 
trains with a combined LNG capacity of 32 MTPA. Al Kaabi said, “Today, we are signing a partner-
ship agreement with ExxonMobil, our strategic and long-term partner, with whom we have enjoyed 
successful and fruitful relations in Qatar and across the globe.” PAGE 8

MoT launches Sila, first brand campaign 
for integrated public transport network 
THE Ministry of Transport (MoT) has unveiled 
Sila, the brand that brings together Qatar’s public 
transport modes into an integrated network, 
with its first brand campaign, titled ‘Sila Takes 
You There’. Sila’s brand campaign has unveiled 
the Sila mobile app and website. This is a major 
milestone for Sila and a significant step towards 
achieving an integrated public transport network.
THE app and website feature a number of func-
tions designed to make travel easier, smarter 
and more convenient. These functions include: 
A journey planner to help travelers select the 
times, transport modes and routes that suit 
them best, using step-by-step directions; with 
the app providing real time navigation; Information about public transport station locations, routes, 
and timetables; A flight tracking feature that helps users plan their trips to and from the airport; 
Account registration allowing passengers to personalize the journey planner, such as saving favorite 
trips and destinations in the State of Qatar; The latest news about Sila; A list of events happening 
in Qatar and how travelers can use the integrated public transport network to get to them. PAGE 2

THE 78th annual meet-
ing of the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA) 
and the World Air Transport 
Summit, which were hosted 
by Doha over the course of 
three days, concluded on 
Tuesday with a record attend-
ance.  Qatar Airways Group 
Chief Executive Akbar Al 
Baker and Chairman of IATA’s 
78th AGM and World Air 
Transport Summit confirmed 
that the annual meeting had 
very important discussions 
and focused on several 
themes. He said the meet-
ing witnessed the largest 
attendance of leaders of the 
aviation sector. PAGE 3

IATA AGM, WATS 
conclude with  
record attendance

Qatar’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth outlook in 2022 is 
forecasted to be 4.9 percent.

— HH the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani

We were 
pleased to 
inaugurate the 
second edi-
tion of Qatar 
Economic 
Forum this 
morning, and 
we welcome 

heads of state, government, 
delegations and all participants 
in Doha, wishing them a 
pleasant stay and the 
forum’s success.

Continued on page 16 
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MoT launches ‘Sila’, 
first brand campaign 
for Qatar’s integrated 
public transport network

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

SILA, the brand that brings 
together the State of Qatar’s 
public transport modes into an 
integrated network, unveiled 
its first brand campaign, titled 
“Sila Takes You There”.  

Sila’s first brand campaign 
has unveiled the Sila mobile 
app and website. This is a ma-
jor milestone for Sila and a sig-
nificant step towards achieving 
an integrated public transport 
network. The app and website 
feature a number of functions 
designed to make travel easier, 
smarter and more convenient. 

These functions in-
clude:
 A journey planner to 

help travellers select the times, 
transport modes and routes 
that suit them best, using step-
by-step directions; with the app 
providing real time navigation
 Information about pub-

lic transport station locations, 
routes, and timetables
 A flight tracking feature 

that helps users plan their trips 
to and from the airport. 
 Account registration al-

lowing passengers to personal-
ise the journey planner, such as 
saving favorite trips and desti-
nations in the State of Qatar
 The latest news about 

Sila 
 A list of events happen-

ing in the State of Qatar and 
how travellers can use the in-
tegrated public transport net-

work to get to them
Commenting on the 

launch, Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Khalid Al-Thani, Director 
of the Technical Affairs Depart-
ment at MOT said, “Sila was 
created with the aim to make 
travel around the country as 
efficient and as convenient as 
possible, by integrating differ-
ent public transport modes. In 
doing this, we are enabling a 
more connected travel system 
for Qatar’s communities. 

“The launch of the Sila app 
and website is only the begin-
ning; the final phase of Sila’s 
launch will fully integrate the 
country’s public transport net-
work, with Sila becoming the 
sole and official public trans-
port information hub after 
adding more projects, initia-
tives, and services in the future. 

Sila was launched by the 
MOT, in collaboration with 
public transport providers (Qa-
tar Railways Company, Mo-
wasalat (Karwa), Qatar Foun-
dation for Education, Science 
and Community Development 
and Msheireb Properties). 

Currently it includes the 
metro, bus, tram, and taxi. It is 
being launched in phases and 
will include several initiatives 
such as integrated payment 
methods, introducing new ser-
vices and transport modes and 
promoting the public transport 
network through public aware-
ness and marketing initiatives 
to reach a wide audience within 
The State of Qatar.

Musgrave, Al Mana Group launch first int’l Centra store in Doha
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

MUSGRAVE, the leading Irish 
retail, wholesale and foodser-
vice company, has announced 
the launch of its first interna-
tional Centra store in Doha as 
part of a major expansion by the 
business in the Middle East. 

The new store is owned and 
operated by Saleh Al Hamad Al 
Mana Group under a franchis-
ing agreement. 

The new Centra outlet rep-
resents a unique concept with 
over 500 square metres devoted 
to food service and just a small 
proportion of the store’s foot-
print utilised for supermarket 
space. The impressive outlet 
includes a range of Musgrave’s 
innovative food sub-brands 
and concessions, with a large 
Frank & Honest coffee shop on 
site alongside Caramico pizza, 

Moo’d ice-cream, Green Kitch-
en fresh food to-go and Freshly 
Baked offerings. 

Noel Keeley, CEO of Mus-
grave, said: “We are very 
pleased to launch our first Cen-
tra store in Qatar alongside 
our franchise partners Saleh Al 
Hamad Al Mana Group. The 

move represents yet another 
important milestone for the 
business as Musgrave contin-
ues to strategically expand its 
presence in the Middle East. As 
one of Ireland’s most trusted 
brands, we want to share our 
quality and award-winning 
products with partners across 

the world. We are also proud 
to be able to offer franchise 
models of our market-leading 
convenience brands for global 
markets. As Ireland’s lead-
ing provider of food retail and 
wholesale brands, Musgrave 
offers a unique combination of 
scale, robust supply chain and 

logistics expertise, skills in run-
ning food sub-brands and con-
cessions combined with a pas-
sion for quality Irish produce.”

Hisham Al-Mana, chair-
man of Saleh Al Hamad Al 
Mana Group, said: “We are 
delighted to partner with Mus-
grave to bring this first Centra 

store to Qatar. The Middle East 
has a large Irish expat com-
munity, while there is also a 
significant demand in the re-
gion for European brands. We 
are confident that the market 
leading convenience offering 
that Centra and the Musgrave 
brands bring will be highly 
desirable to the attractive Qa-

tari market. As such, we look 
forward to working alongside 
Musgrave through our fran-
chising agreement over the 
coming years to expand Cen-
tra’s presence in Qatar, under 
Centra Supermarkets & Whole 
Foods, a brand-new add-on to 
our immense Group F&B divi-
sion.”

MURAIKHI MEETS GEORGIAN FM, CZECH OFFICIALS

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs HE Sultan bin Saad Al Muraikhi on Tuesday met with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia Ilia Darchiashvili, on the sidelines of the 2nd 
edition of the Qatar Economic Forum. The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs alo met with Martin Dvorak and HE Jiri Kozak, deputy ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Czech 
Republic. During the meetings, they reviewed bilateral cooperation between Qatar and the two countries, and several topics of mutual interest. (QNA)

The new store is owned and operated by Saleh Al Hamad Al Mana Group under a franchising agreement. 

Hammadi and El Salvador 
Vice-FM discuss relations

QNA 
SAN SALVADOR

SECRETARY-GENERAL of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs HE Dr 
Ahmed bin Hassan Al Hammadi 
met with Vice-Minister of For-
eign Affairs of El Salvador Adriana 
Mira in San Salvador on Tuesday.

During the meeting, they re-
viewed bilateral cooperation be-
tween the two countries, as well as 
several topics of mutual interest.

The meeting was attended 
by Director of American Affairs 
Department of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Dr Essa bin Mo-
hamed Al Mannai, Acting Charge 

d’affaires of the Embassy of the 
State of Qatar in El Salvador Tariq 

Othman Al Othman and the ac-
companying delegation.

HMC’s Ophthalmology Department introduces 
more clinics to improve access to eye care

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ophthalmology Department in 
the Ambulatory Care Center, part of 
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), 
has introduced over 20 new weekly 
clinics as part of its commitment to 
ensuring timely access to care for pa-
tients.  

“By adding 21 new clinics per week, 
we have increased the number of pa-
tients visiting our clinics by more than 
20 percent per week. We saw an aver-
age of 1,130 patients per week before 
the new clinics; now we see more than 
1,370 patients per week,” said Dr Omar 
Al Qahtani, head of Ophthalmology. 

He explained that the clinic tim-
ing was also changed by starting 30 
minutes earlier than before, thus in-

creasing the outpatient slots given to 
patients. 

He added that evening ophthal-
mology diagnostic clinics will be ex-
tended to help minimise the patient 
waiting and maintain a steady flow of 
patients in the clinic and in a timely 
manner. 

“With the reduced outpatient de-
partment waiting time for new pa-
tients, we intend to increase our ca-
pacity to meet future demand and 
ensure all patients are seen in a timely 
manner,” Dr Qahtani said.

The Ophthalmology Department 
in ACC offers tertiary ophthalmol-
ogy care in the country within state-
of-the-art diagnostic clinics and op-

erating rooms. The Ophthalmology 
subspecialties are the highlights of 
the departmental service provision 
which is competitive with the world-
class ophthalmic centres that are not 
available in other hospitals in the 
country. 

“We have the most modern tech-
nology for diagnostic ophthalmology 
and the tertiary ophthalmic care which 
is not available in other hospitals in 
the country. These include corneal 
transplantation, glaucoma surgeries, 
complicated vitreo-retinal surgeries, 
significant number of emergency trau-
matic cases, combined anterior and 
posterior segment complicated surger-
ies, and more,” Dr Qahtani added.

Dr Omar Al Qahtani

MoCI recalls faulty Mercedes-Benz GLE and GLS, 
Jeep Grand Cherokee and Kia Quoris models

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

THE Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry (MoCI), in cooperation 
with Nasser Bin Khaled Automo-
biles, Qatar’s Mercedes-Benz deal-
ership, has announced the recall of 
Mercedes-Benz GLE and GLS 2019-
2020 models as the power of con-
necting the battery screw 48 volts to 
the ground point does not conform 
to factory specifications, which may 
lead to a rise in the temperature 
of the connecting area due to high 
electrical currents.

The ministry, in cooperation 
with United Cars Almana, Qatar’s 
Jeep dealership, has also recalled 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 2021-2022 
models, as the second-row seats 
may have been built with a missing 
weld or welds from the seat back 
frame to the child tether on one or 
both seats which could lead to in-
jury.

The Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, in cooperation with Al-At-
tiya Motors and Trading Company, 
Qatar’s Kia dealership, has also re-
called Kia Quoris 2014-2017 models 
as an electrical short circuit might 
develop within the Hydraulic Elec-
tronic Control Unit.

The ministry said the recall cam-
paign comes within the framework 
of its ongoing efforts to protect con-
sumers and ensure that car dealers 

follow up on vehicle defects and re-
pairs.

The ministry said that it will co-
ordinate with the dealer to follow 
up on the maintenance and repair 
works and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the neces-
sary repairs are carried out. 

The ministry urged all customers 
to report any violations to its Con-
sumer Protection and Anti-Com-
mercial Fraud Department, which 
processes complaints, inquiries and 
suggestions through Call Center: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.qa, 
Twitter @MOCIQATAR, Instagram 
MOCIQATAR and the ministry’s 
mobile application on iPhone and 
Android devices MOCI_QATAR.



Nation

KHALID TAWALBEH 
DOHA

REPRESENTATIVES of more 
than 300 companies in the 
aviation sector gathered at the 
78th International Air Trans-
port Association (IATA) An-
nual General Meeting in Doha 
to discuss ways to address sus-
tainability issues, financial situ-
ation and COVID-19 challenges 
in the industry. The last day of 
the meeting covered critical 
issues such as sustainability, 
focus on regulatory and finan-
cial challenges and their impor-
tance to economic growth.

On the sidelines of IATA 
General Meeting, Qatar Air-
ways and Virgin Australia 
signed an expansive codeshare 
agreement and loyalty part-
nership, offering passengers 

unique rewards and seamless 
travel experience across both 
carriers’ networks. 

International reports con-
firmed that “the pandemic, the 
most serious in the history of 
commercial aviation, caused 
airlines to lose 60 percent of 
their customers in 2020, while 
the occupancy rate in 2021 
increased to only 50 percent, 
making the industry incur to-
tal losses of nearly $200 bil-
lion over the two years.”

Kamel Al Awadi, vice-
president of IATA for Africa 
and Middle East, praised the 
readiness and arrangement 
of Qatar and Qatar Airways 
to host the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022. Speaking during 
the media briefing for Africa 
and the Middle East session, 
Awadi stated that the recov-

ery in air traffic was slower in 
Africa than in some other re-
gions, while the Middle East 
is witnessing an accelerating 
growth pace after the opening 
of international markets.

He noted that the first 
quarter of 2022 showed some 
fluctuations in ticket reserva-
tions in the Middle East, which 

were swinging between 73 per-
cent and 80 percent of 2019 
levels, while Africa recorded a 
delay in reservations, reaching 
only about 57 percent of pre-
coronavirus (COVID-19) lev-
els, which shows the recovery 
within Africa is still slow.

In a press release, the IATA 
vice-president called on coun-

tries to remove travel restric-
tions as an urgent necessity 
in line with the policies of the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organisation (ICAO), urging 
governments to ensure that 
the COVID-19 vaccine is pro-
vided to all and make testing a 
means of travel for those who 
do not have access to vaccines. 

“When needed, tests that 
are considered cost-effective 
should be used, and govern-
ments should bear the costs of 
the tests if they are required to 
enter their territory,” he said.

During the meeting, prom-
inent global challenges facing 
the aviation and air transport 
sector were reviewed, as well 
as the ways to enhance coop-
eration between Qatar and the 
International Air Transport 
Association.

MERIAM JELLITI
DOHA

CONSIDERING IATA annual 
meeting and WATS conference 
as an exceptional opportunity 
to discuss the current situation 
and future challenges in the 
aviation industry, participants 
and aviation industry officials 
presented and weighed in a 
range of plans and solutions.

Apart from the focus on 
sustainability and the ways to 
achieve net-zero carbon emis-
sions by 2050, safety and se-
curity were among the main 
issues of the annual meeting.

While looking at the chal-
lenges and trying to find solu-
tions to them was certainly a 
part of the business, Director-
General of IATA William M 
Walsh pointed out that it was 
also an opportunity to cel-
ebrate achievements. “Qatar 
Airways is clearly the best in 
the world, with outstanding 
services that make it one of 
the best airlines in the world, 
especially in terms of manage-
ment,” he said.

“The results reported by 
Qatar Airways last week prove 
that it is a distinguished airline, 
and I salute the extraordinary 

development achieved by the 
group under the leadership of 
Akbar Al Baker. You can’t ask 
for a better combination than 
the stunning Hamad Interna-
tional Airport and the world-
class Qatar Airways,” he noted.

Striking an optimistic note, 
he said he said that issues like 
high fuel prices should not be 
considered a big concern. “We 
have seen higher prices be-
fore, we have overcome these 
obstacles before, and more 
than once, and for this reason 
I remain confident. Working 
in this industry for a long time 
familiarises you to market 
fluctuations”

Speaking to Qatar Trib-
une, Arab Air Carriers Or-
ganisation (AACO) Secretary-
General Abdul Wahab Teffaha 
praised the Hamad Interna-
tional Airport which had been 
voted for by passengers, in a 
recognition of its quality and 
development. “Of course, we 
in the Arab world have all el-
ements to build modern air-
ports, it is only a matter of de-
velopment and commitment, 
and HIA is one of the most 
distinguished airports in the 
Arab world, and in the recent 
period, governments of the re-

gion have been showing great 
interest in improving and de-
veloping infrastructure,” he 
said.

Teffaha said that the AA-
CO’s is participating in the 
meeting as regional union. 
“We certainly have continu-
ous organised communication 
with IATA on strategic issues, 
including on the current situ-
ation, the issue of recovery, 
and climate change. There is a 
full communication and joint 

commitment to these major 
issues, especially in reaching 
carbon neutrality in 2050.”

Regarding the hike in 
flight ticket prices, Teffaha 
said that the issue is different 
from airline to airline. Point-
ing out that the high ticket 
prices are rooted in high fuel 
costs, which are not in the 
control of airlines, he said that 
the events of the last couple of 
years and the following war 
have pushed up prices. Moreo-
ver, the difference between the 
price of aviation fuel and the 
price of crude oil is at its high-
est ever. “In the past, the price 
of aviation fuel was usually 10 
to 12 dollars per barrel higher 
than that of crude oil. Now it 
is about 50 to 60 dollars per 
barrel. The high ticket prices 
are the result of high costs, but 
neither we, nor the IATA have 
any role in the price coordina-
tion process,” he said.

“It is important to clarify 
that we are not an alliance, we 
are a sectoral union, and our 
role is significantly different. 
Alliances, have other activities 
and different work angles and 
are naturally immune from 
prohibition laws. As we work 
within the framework of co-

ordination and representation 
of airlines. We are the voice of 
airlines in relation to air issues 
and policies,” he explained.

Speaking of the 2050 tar-
get, he said that reaching zero 
net emissions in 2050 is no 
longer a choice, it is a deci-
sion that the AACO considers 
inevitable. “We will reach zero 
net emissions, but the issue 
revolves around the cost. We 
need concerted efforts of all 
concerned parties to reach the 
target at the best costs. How-
ever, in all cases, we will make 
this real even without achiev-
ing optimal costs. What is 
needed is for governments to 
come together first, to improve 
infrastructure, as well as moti-
vate fuel companies to provide 
sufficient quantities of sus-
tainable fuels in the market. 
Also, motivating manufactur-
ers to produce more efficient 
aircraft and engines is crucial. 
It will benefit airlines and help 
them reach zero emissions in a 
cost efficient manner. If gov-
ernments, manufacturers, and 
fuel suppliers fail to contribute 
appropriately, the aviation in-
dustry will face enormous dif-
ficulties in reaching this tar-
get,” he noted.

IATA 78th meeting concludes with call to 
address challenges facing aviation sector

Safety, security, sustainability highlighted at IATA meet

Minister of Commerce accompanies senior officials on tour of stadium

Qatar Cancer Society discusses cooperation with multiple global organisations

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA 

MINISTER of Commerce and 
Industry, HE Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al Thani, accompanied a del-
egation of senior officials on a 
tour of Al Thumama Stadium 
to learn about Qatar’s prepa-
rations for hosting the FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022. The 
tour was part of the Qatar Eco-
nomic Forum programme.

The delegation included 
President of Togo Faure Es-
sozimna Gnassingbé, CEO 
of Bloomberg Media Scott 
Havens, and a number of the 
members of the Higher Or-
ganising Committee of the 
Second Qatar Economic Fo-
rum 2022, representatives of 
diplomatic missions in Qatar, 

as well as CEOs of a number 
of banks and major local and 
international companies. They 

received a briefing on the vari-
ous facilities of Al Thumama 
Stadium and its readiness to 

host the World Cup matches.
Located 12 kilometres 

south to the heart of Doha, Al 

Thumama Stadium will host 
the FIFA World Cup Qatar 
2022 matches from the group 

stage matches up to the quar-
ter-finals. The design of the 
stadium was inspired by the 

‘gahfiya’, the traditional wo-
ven head cap worn by men and 
boys across the Arab world.

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATAR Cancer Society (QCS), 
represented by its Chairman 
Sheikh Dr Khaled bin Jabor 
Al Thani, discussed the ways 
of  cooperation with several 
international organisations 
concerned with cancer, at the 
Awareness and Training Cen-
tre of the society in Doha. 

Sheikh Dr Al Thani met 
with Talal Braidy, director of 
EMEA Business Development 
- Houston Methodist Global 
Health Care Services. The two 
sides discussed the ways of 
cooperation and the latest de-
velopments in cancer control, 
patient care and psychological 
and social support for people 
living with cancer. They also 
explored exchanging experi-

ences and visits between the 
two sides, and launching com-
munity awareness campaigns.

The meeting also present-
ed the care services provided 
and available to patients in 
Qatar and the possibility of 
supporting regional coop-
eration with civil associations 
concerned with cancer, espe-
cially in Saudi Arabia. It also 
discussed the ways to enrich 
the scientific contents of QCS’ 
website with the latest up-
dates, and governance for a 
potential international coop-
eration agreement.

The meeting was attended 
by Dr Hadi Mohamad Abu 
Rasheed, Scientific Advisor 
to QCS, and Najla Al-Hudaib, 
Country Manager - Saudi 
Arabia of Houston Methodist 
Global Health Care Services. 

The chairman of QCS also 
met with Ismail Abushaikha, 
manager of International Ser-
vices - Baylor St. Luke’s Medi-
cal Centre. They discussed the 
ways of cooperation and the 
latest developments in cancer 
control,  support, empower-
ment and advocacy for people 
living with the disease, as well 
as professional development 
and scientific research in the 
field of cancer, exchange of ex-
periences and visits between 
the two sides and the health 
care services provided and 
available in Qatar. 

At the end of the meetings, 
the guests toured at Aware-
ness Centre of the charity. 
They expressed their admira-
tion for the services provided 
by QCS as well as its modern 
and developed facilities that 

meet the needs of all groups.
Sheikh Dr Al Thani wel-

comed all modes of coopera-
tion locally and internationally 
to develop QCS programmes 
and plans through the ex-
change of ideas and visions 
between experts from various 
sectors. 

“The society spares no ef-
fort to achieve its vision to be 
the community partnership 
platform for making Qatar 
a leader in cancer preven-
tion and its burden control. 
Its mission seeks to prevent 
cancer and control its burden 
in Qatar by working with our 
partners to educate the com-
munity, support, empower 
and advocate for individuals 
living with the disease, and 
engage in scientific research 
about cancer,”he said.

PIA service between 
Lahore and Doha to 
be resumed during 
Eid Al Adha period

ASHRAF SIDDIQUI
DOHA

FLIGHTS between Lahore and 
Doha will resume before Eid Al 
Adha to meet the demands of 
Pakistani expatriates in Qatar, 
Interim Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA), Amir Hayat, 
has said. 

Currently, Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines has five 
flights between Pakistan and 
Qatar -- three between Islama-
bad and Doha, and two be-
tween Peshawar and Doha.

Talking to Qatar Trib-
une on the sidelines of 78th 
IATA Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) in Doha on Mon-
day, Hayat praised the quality 
and conference organisational 
skills of Qatar Airways. 

Speaking about the chal-
lenges being faced by aviation 
industry, he said the sector 
was probably the worst hit 
during COVID-19 pandemic, 
which created the biggest ever 
challenge for aviation in its 
120 years’ history. 

“It is only recently we have 
started seeing signs of recov-
ery with some markets getting 
to normalisation fairly quickly 
compared to others. However, 
many countries are still con-
templating the travel restric-
tions to best save their popu-
lations from the pandemic,” 
he said. Giving an example, he 
said that China is perhaps one 
of the biggest markets in the 
world that is still totally closed 
to the outside world. 

“We are looking at normal-
cy from Gulf and Middle East 
as eastern markets, particu-
larly China, are still very much 
restrictive. We still expect that 
we would achieve 75 percent of 
the 2019 levels by the end of 
this year or first quarter next 
year,” he added. 

Hayat said that despite fis-
cal challenges, Pakistan gov-
ernment is very supportive 
and much eager to achieve 
normalcy while adapting some 
of the protective measures for 
some more time.

“In fact, our Federal Minis-
ter for Aviation is extending all 
possible patronage for revival 
of national flag carrier and 
other domestic airlines and 
has made it a point of priority 
to create favourable environ-
ment and regulations for that 
matter,” Hayat said.

“PIA is engaging all stake-
holders, including lessors and 
Customer Service Providers to 
ensure financial liabilities are 
met with mutual agreement. 
Though, it will be very chal-
lenging as fiscal situation of 
the airlines, including PIA, are 
not idealistic as we are still in 
the phase of recovery and not 
yet there, the liabilities are all 
of the normal times. However, 
we are glad some of the les-
sors and business partners are 
apprehensive of the situation 
are very conducive, provid-
ing much needed life line,” he 
added. “Passenger satisfac-
tion is very central to the new 
found approach and we intend 
to meet it comprehensive feed-
back mechanism, schedule re-
liability, network integrity, on 
time performance and good 
food service.”

Talking about his future 
plan, he said, “Our next target 
would be product improve-
ment through the induction of 
route builder mid-tier aircraft 
which will start becoming part 
of our fleet later this year and 
next year. Newer planes would 
not only increase the product 
perception and experience, but 
would also bring reliability.”

Amir Hayat, Interim Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines 

Abdul Wahab Teffaha, Secretary-
General, Arab Air Carriers Organi-
sation (AACO) 
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WCM-Q’s program
explores impact of
literacy on health

Tribune news neTwork
Doha 

The impact of literacy on health 
and wellbeing of individuals and 
the public as a whole was discussed 
at Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar’s 
(WCM-Q) Grand Rounds.

Jamie Gray, associate librarian 
and director of the Distributed eLi-
brary at WCM-Q, explained what 
is understood by the term ‘health 
literacy’ and discussed how literacy 
in information and science can in-
tersect with health literacy affect-
ing personal health choices and 
therefore health and wellbeing. 

She also examined the influence 
of social determinants on informa-
tion, science and health literacy, 
and summarised a variety of strat-
egies for enhancing domain litera-
cies at the level of the individual 
and of the population, with a view 
to improving health outcomes.

The presentation, titled Why 
Literacy Matters: how Informa-
tion, Science and health Literacy 
Impact Individuals and Public 
health, was broadcast as a live we-
binar. 

Gray said, “Being able to en-
gage with our health requires a 
certain level of literacy specialised 
to the health domain. When we 
talk about someone being health 
literate, it means that they have a 
certain level of understanding and 
participation in the promotion of 
their wellbeing. So, health literacy 
is a collection of knowledge, skills 

and actions that individuals and 
communities must undertake to 
ensure a community’s and person’s 
overall wellbeing.”

She explained that the unusual 
circumstances of the COVID-19 
pandemic had revealed much 
about how various literacies con-
nect and their impact. 

“In the case of COVID-19, we 
were living in this really unprec-
edented experience of witnessing 
both the scientific discovery pro-
cess happening in real time, and its 
very tangible impacts on how we 
needed to conduct ourselves in eve-
ryday life,” she said. “We can see 
how a gap in both the understand-
ing and communication of the sci-
entific process, coupled with deep 
politicisation and fears about the 
economy over much of the United 
States, can translate into mistrust 

of official health messages and re-
fusal to comply with public health 
measures like masking.” 

Gray noted that numerous 
studies have shown literacy re-
garding scientific concepts and 
processes empowers individuals to 
make informed personal decisions, 
participate in civic and cultural life, 
and facilitate economic activity. 

Without scientific and informa-
tion literacy, individuals can have 
difficulty assessing whether a piece 
of science is reliable, trustworthy 
or appropriate for their use. In 
some circumstances, an anti-sci-
ence mindset can become a part of 
a shared identity, she added. 

Gray highlighted research in 
Qatar from 2016 by authors from 
WCM-Q who found that more than 
70 percent of people in a study re-
ported searching for health infor-
mation online, and 37 percent re-
ported that they also rely on friends 
and family for health information. 
As such, the accuracy and quality 
of the information available and the 
ability of individuals to evaluate the 
information is likely to have a pro-
found impact on the community, 
as it can be very readily distributed 
among multigenerational family 
members and social groupings. 

In conclusion, Gray advocated 
for healthcare and social policies 
and practices that promote health 
and scientific literacy and which 
build infrastructure that supports 
the distribution of reliable and ac-
cessible health information. 

Jamie Gray

IIS kids mark Father’s Day 
with a spectacular parade
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

TIny tots of Ideal Indian 
School (IIS) celebrated Fa-
ther’s Day in a spectacular 
way, making their fathers 
proud and paying filial respect 
and gratitude. 

The KG Section wore a 
festive look with the students 
dressed in colourful clothes, 

impersonating ‘fathers’ from 
various nationalities. About 
144 students took part in a 
special parade, with some of 
them waving placards and 
photos with quotes about 
their fathers. The KG-1 stu-
dents had a special color-
ing activity called ‘Super 
Dad’ and the children fixed 
a colorful Superman cape on 
their suspended colouring 

outline. KG-2 children took 
part in making hand puppets, 
where they pasted hats, mus-
taches, bows and paper fan 
backgrounds on their faces 
with a stick attached to hold 
them. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
students highlighted the im-
portance of the father in their 
families and praised the love 
and care they provide.

QU Health’s IPEC hosts case-based 
discussion on COVID-19 vaccination

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

MORe than 160 students from dif-
ferent healthcare programmes at 
Qatar University participated in the 
sixth IPe activity organised by the QU 
health Interprofessional education 
Committee (IPeC). The IPeC consists 
of representatives of all the different 
healthcare schools in Qatar. 

The activity, which was organised 
virtually on Microsoft Teams platform 
during the spring semester 2022, saw 
18 facilitators apart from 162 students 
attend the event. The participating 
students were from pharmacy, public 
health, biomedical science, medicine, 
and nursing streams.

This interprofessional education 
activity aimed to discuss the topic Cov-
id-19 vaccine and vaccine hesitancy. 
In addition, it explained the principle 
of vaccines and herd immunity with 
describing evidence-based vaccine 
cost-effectiveness and burden of dis-
ease (vaccine-preventable infections). 
The activity outlined current licenced 
COVID-19 vaccines in Qatar and im-
munisation schedule and addressed 
vaccine hesitancy and vaccine safety. 
Also, it discussed controversial issues 
of vaccine perceptions (misconcep-
tions).

The session started with an intro-
ductory video by Dr Susu Zughaier 
(lead facilitator, associate professor 
of microbiology, College of Medicine, 
QU), followed by ‘Icebreakers’ where 
the team members introduced them-
selves. Then came a case discussion 
about a 67 years old woman who de-
clined to receive the COVID19 vaccine 
due to the influence of social media 
rumours. Students discussed the im-
portance of the vaccine from different 

healthcare professionals’ perspectives. 
They also addressed vaccine hesitan-
cy, its causes and how to overcome it. 
Finally, students reflected what they 
learned about the role of other health 
professionals while working together 
on this case.

Dr Susu Zughaier pointed out that 
learning about “vaccines as effective 
tool to prevent infectious diseases in 
the middle of COVID-19 pandemic 
and vaccine hesitancy is of great tim-
ing, especially with the misinforma-
tion about vaccine safety circulating 

in social media that increase vaccine 
hesitancy.”

Ruaa Ismail, fourth year biomedi-
cal student at QU said that as expect-
ed, being a part of the IPe was an en-
lightening experience “as it widened 
my perceptions about variety of topics.

“As, a biomedical student, it is 
solely possible to visualise healthcare 
from a sole perspective. yet, during 
the IPe, it was possible to understand 
things from another healthcare pro-
vider perspective. This time, as the 
topic of COVID-19 vaccinations was 
addressed, it opened my mind to the 
reasons of vaccinations refusal, which 
enabled me to address the topic with 
anti-vaccinators and overcome such 
an issue. 

“Overall, I believe that the IPe is 
a great method to share informative 
knowledge, raise awareness, and over-
come challenges in a clever way. The 
IPe is considered a prominent way for 
healthcare providers and students to 
anticipate changes and challenges in a 
comprehensive way”

Minister of Transport HE Jassim Saif Ahmed Al Sulaiti met with Tunisian Minister of Transport HE Rabie El Majidi on 
Tuesday. The meeting held in the Ministry of Transport offices, reviewed aspects of cooperation between the two coun-
tries in the fields of transportation, civil aviation and ports, and the ways to further enhance them. (TNN)

AMU alumni organise blood-donation drive
Tribune news neTwork

Doha

The AMU Alumni Association 
Qatar (AMUAAQ), an arm of the 
Indian Community Benevolent 
Forum (ICBF) under the aegis 
of the Indian embassy in Qatar, 
and Toastmasters International, 
marked the World Blood Donor 
Day as part of India@75 (Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav) Blood Do-
nation Camp in association with 
hamad Medical Corporation 
(hMC) Blood Donation Centre. 

The campaign was well re-
ceived by AMUAAQ members 
and community members who 
lined up to donate blood to mark 
the World Blood Donor Day. 

Sachin Dinkar Sankpal, first 
secretary, Culture and educa-
tion at Indian embassy Doha, 
attended the event as the chief 
guest, while Vinod nair, ICBF 
president, and Ravishankar, 
CGD, Toastmaters Internation-
al, were guests of honour. 

nihad Ali (QIA), Sabith 
Saheer (GS, ICBF), Khaja ni-

zamuddin, TWA president, 
Vaquas Ahmad, Rakesh Aggar-
wal, Swarn Singh, Mohamed 
Musthafa and Kuldeep Kaur 
Bahl, were special guests at the 
event.

Sadika Al Mahmoudi, medi-
cal manager, hMC Blood Donor 
Center, appreciated the AMU 
Alumni Qatar for associating 
with hMC for this noble cause. 
She suggested a donor directory 
with blood groups of all the vol-
unteers who would be willing to 
donate blood during the FIFA 
World Cup 2022 as a contingen-
cy plan, so that hamad Medical 
Corporation has a backup of 
blood in case of any emergency. 

She added that prepara-

tions are being made to include 
private healthcare providers, 
community organisations and 
embassies to meet the require-
ments. 

AMUAAQ President Dr na-
deem Jilani assured her of all 
possible support.

he said that blood donation 
saves life and it is mentioned in 
the Quran that if you save the 
life of one human being it is akin 
to saving the entire mankind. 

“So, by donating blood, each 
one of us can get huge rewards,” 
he said, adding that the World 
Blood Donor Day focuses on 
drawing attention to the impor-
tance of donating blood. 

“Blood donation is a safe 

process. Anyone can donate 
blood in four simple steps - 
registration, medical history, 
blood donation and refresh-
ments. On an average, around 
350 to 450 ml of blood is with-
drawn, which usually takes 24 
to 48 hours to replace with the 
new blood volume. The red 
blood cells (RBC) are replaced 
automatically within four to six 
weeks,” he said.

On his part, Sachin advised 
that to ensure that everyone who 
needs safe blood has access to it, 
all countries need voluntary do-
nors who give blood regularly. 

Jawed Ahmad, AMUAAQ 
chairman, applauded the ser-
vice to humanity by members, 
donors and supporting organi-
sation. 

As a token of appreciation, 
each blood donors and or-
ganisation was presented with 
the certificate from AMUAAQ 
while refreshments and gift 
bags were provided to the do-
nors by the hamad Blood Do-
nation Centre.

TRANSPORT MINISTER MEETS TUNISIAN COUNTERPART

HBKU-EEC winds up leadership
training programme for RACA

Tribune news neTwork
Doha

The executive education Centre 
(eeC), part of hamad Bin Khalifa 
University (hBKU), concluded its 
Leadership empowerment Pro-
gramme with the Regulatory Author-
ity for Charitable Activities (RACA). 

The fifth and final module, focus-
ing on ‘Continuous Institutional De-
velopment’, was delivered at hBKU 
from June 14-15. Mohammed has-
san Al-Jefairi, award-winning Qa-
tari inventor, entrepreneur, business 
trainer, and prolific author on leader-
ship and technology, shared his ex-
perience and leadership insights with 
participants from various charitable 
organisations.

The objective of the module was 
to strengthen functional capabilities 
and the ability to analyse factors af-
fecting decision-making, while high-
lighting the importance of mentor-
ing. The session explored the global 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), gap analysis and training 
needs, and the importance of men-
toring.

To mark the successful conclu-
sion of the Leadership empower-
ment Programme, which ran over 

the past six months, participants 
were awarded an executive Leader-
ship Certificate from the eeC. Aimed 
at supporting the administrative and 
leadership skills of RACA execu-
tives, the programme aligned with 
the requirements of RACA’s human 
Competencies Framework. Five spe-
cialised courses covered analytical 
thinking, planning and organising, 
problem solving and decision mak-
ing, creativity and innovation. In 
keeping with the eeC’s aim to bal-
ance academic quality, professional 
relevance, and real-life experience, 
the modules had a theoretical, con-
ceptual, and applied practical aspect. 

Aphrodite hammad, executive 
Director, eeC, said that the suc-
cessful cooperation with RACA on 
such a tailored programme aligns 
with the eeC’s aim to address chal-

lenges posed to executives in a fast-
paced continuously evolving world 
through our high-quality, future-
oriented training. “The training 
programme focused on enabling 
RACA executives to reach their full 
leadership potential by combining 
their technical skills with analytical 
thinking, strategic planning, and 
other competencies. These skills 
will positively reflect in their perfor-
mance in delivering on the mandate 
of their institutions. ”

The eeC is an integral part of 
hBKU’s aim to develop a life-long 
learning approach and culture and 
provides highly specialized training 
programmes that address topics of 
relevance to the country’s industries, 
economy, and policies. For more in-
formation on its work, please visit 
https://www.hbku.edu.qa/en/eec

This interprofessional education 
activity aimed to discuss the 
topic Covid-19 vaccine and vac-
cine hesitancy. in addition, it 
explained the principle of vac-
cines and herd immunity with 
describing evidence-based vac-
cine cost-effectiveness and bur-
den of disease (vaccine-preventa-
ble infections)



FIFTY One East, Qatar’s fa-
vourite department store, 
debuted its new concept, 
Watches & Jewellery, in 

Doha Festival City. The new store 
brings Fifty One East’s impecca-
ble signature experience beyond 
its home at Lagoona Mall and is 
part of its expansion strategy to 
enhance its presence in key areas 
across Qatar, providing luxury 
services and easy access to its 
discerning clientele.

The opening ceremony held 
on June 20, 2022, was attended 
by Mr. Bader Al-Darwish, Chair-
man and Managing Director of 
Fifty One East, discerning clien-
tele and media representatives. 
Following the ribbon-cutting, all 
guests had the opportunity to 
tour the store, exploring a vari-
ety of dedicated sections and new 
collections from highly desirable 
brands.

Mr. Bader Al-Darwish, Chair-
man and Managing Director 
of Fifty One East said: “We are 
delighted to open an exclusive 
watches and jewellery high-end 

store to meet the requirements of 
the community. Fifty One East is 
the sought-after destination for 
connoisseurs seeking the world’s 
most prestigious brands. Our 
expansion aligns well with our 

mission to meet the aspirations 
of our clientele in the luxury seg-
ment. We are confident that the 
new concept will add great value 
to our business portfolio with ex-
periences that exceed the expec-

tations of customers.”
The Fifty One East Watches & 

Jewellery store is distinguished 
by its fascinating design, done 
by the Swiss interior design and 
architecture firm, Dobas. A luxu-

rious and sophisticated ambi-
ance reigns throughout, courtesy 
of soothing colors and rich tex-
tures that transform the walls 
into art. In its inviting environ-
ment, clients can explore the new 

collections of world-renowned 
labels including TUDOR and 
David Yurman, who each have 
their designated wing designed 
specially to match each brand’s 
identity.

Fifty One East Debuts its New Watches 
& Jewellery Store in Doha Festival City

Nation 05Wednesday, June 22, 2022



QNA
Doha

A
l Zubarah site, the largest archaeologi-
cal site in Qatar, remains a witness to 
the history and nobility of the Qataris, 
as it was and will remain an authentic 
Qatari landmark. 

It is a unique model for the social and eco-
nomic transformation in the country, as from 
it the pearl trade flourished, and was a cultur-
al center that embraced many literary figures 
who emerged in the city of Zubarah, express-
ing the authentic Qatari sentiment and human 
interaction between the sea and the desert.

In exclusive statements to Qatar News 
Agency (QNA), officials and heritage experts 
stressed the importance of this archaeological 
landmark and its invocation in the hearts of 
the Qatari people, on the occasion of the an-
niversary of its joining the UNESCO’s list of 
World Heritage sites, which falls on Wednes-
day, June 22. 

In 2013, UNESCO approved the addi-
tion of Al Zubarah to its list, which includes 
the city’s stunning wall, residential pal-
aces, homes, markets, industrial areas, and 
mosques.

A team of Danish archaeologists classi-
fied Al Zubarah as an archaeological site for 
the first time in the 1950s, after which a team 
of Qatari and Danish archaeologists carried 
out excavations at the site. After conducting 
studies and research on the site, a large group 
of archaeological finds dating back to the pe-
riod between the 18th and 19th centuries were 
found and are displayed in the Al Zubarah 
museum.

Permanent Representative of the State 
of Qatar to the UNESCO HE Dr Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Hanzab said that the decision of 
the 37th World Heritage Committee held in 
Cambodia stipulated on June 22, 2013, on in-
scribing the archaeological site of Al Zubarah 
in the World Cultural Heritage list. 

The decision was supported by the uni-
versal value of the site of Al Zubarah, and its 
connection to human development and com-
munity growth in the Qatari history, as it was 
at the height of its prosperity, a trade bridge 
with the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Penin-
sula, and West Asia, where the walled coastal 
city of Al Zubarah in the northwest of Qatar 
flourished as an important commercial center 
between the 18th and 19th centuries.

Al Zubarah site is a vivid reflection of the 
development of a trading community during 
that period in the Gulf region and its interac-
tion with the surrounding desert landscape, 
HE added. Al Zubarah is distinguished by 
providing outstanding evidence of the ac-
tive trade and pearl diving that preserved 
the main coast of the region from the early 
Islamic period and before the 20th century, 
as it is the embodiment of a series of cultural 

and architectural institutions in this region, 
he noted.

He stressed that Al Zubarah will remain 
a witness to human interaction with the sea 
and the desert environment in northern Qa-
tar and the region. There, weights of pearl di-
vers, porcelain, sailboats, fisheries, wells, and 
agricultural activity are present, and how Al 
Zubarah was a major center driven by trade, 
making it a historical site that provides a 
model for human interaction between the sea 
and the desert by establishing development 
and building life by linking it with other cul-
tures through trade.

For his part, Mohammed Saeed Al Bal-
ushi, a heritage expert, explained that the city 
of Al Zubarah is the largest archaeological site 
in Qatar, and is characterized by its wall, resi-
dential buildings, and markets. 

The site consists of three main parts, 
namely, the archaeological site of Al Zubarah 
city, which its history dates back to 1760, and 
the Murair fortress, which the archaeological 
studies trace back to the Abbasid period due 
to the way fortifications were built for this 

castle, and the fortress of Zubarah, which was 
built in 1938.

Al Zubarah archaeological site is consid-
ered one of the largest sites not only in Qatar, 
but also in the Arab Gulf region between the 
period of the18th and 19th centuries.

The archaeological and cultural site of Al 
Zubarah represents a unique model of social 
and economic transformation because it is 
considered a thriving port for the pearl trade, 
and a cultural centre, from what is what we 
found through literary figures that emerged 
in the city.

He explained that the accession of the 
archaeological site of Al Zubarah to the UN-
ESCO list of World Heritage sites on June 
22, 2013, showed the historical importance 
of this site. The first to excavate in the city of 
Al Zubarah was a team of Danish archaeolo-
gists in the 1950s. Afterward, a team of Qatari 
archaeologists worked on excavations at the 
site, where a number of archaeological finds 
were found, and part of them are displayed in 
the museum near the archaeological site, as 
well as in the Qatar National Museum.

Opinion
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Al Zubarah, An Authentic Qatari 
Landmark, Witnesses Human 

Interaction Between Sea & Desert
The archaeological and cultural site of Al Zubarah represents a unique  

model of social and economic transformation because it is considered a thriving port 
for the pearl trade, and a cultural centre
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Qatar Smart City Project Takes Shape As FIFA World Cup Draws Near
LiAm ZhAo

W
HIlE Smart City projects have 
been under consideration for 
years, the current maturity of 
different enabling technologies 
such as 5G, artificial intelligence, 

blockchain, cloud computing or IoT her-
alds a major transformation of urban man-
agement in the coming years and decades. 
Incorporating these innovations into our 
urban environments points out potential 
gains in terms of robustness, security, flex-
ibility, adaptability and reliability of public 
infrastructure and services delivered to ur-
ban dwellers. 

This is true for Qatar, where several 
projects are underway to turn its urban 
centres into Smart Cities as the country 
prepares to host the showcase FIFA World 
Cup 2022. For example, more than $5.5B 
has been invested in creating a model 
mixed-used district at Msheireb Down-
town Doha, considered the world’s first 
downtown regeneration project leveraging 
connectivity and intelligence as the foun-
dation for the local economy, lifestyle, and 
environment. 

Meanwhile, the country’s Ministry of 
Communications and Information Tech-
nology (MCIT) has launched the Tasmu 
Smart Qatar Program, consisting of the 
Smart Qatar platform and a Playbook of 
114 digital use cases across five priority 
sectors, including transport, logistics, en-
vironment, healthcare and sports. 

Some of these innovations were on dis-
play at the recent Smart City Expo 2022, 
where experts from Qatar and around the 
globe gathered to share ideas and solu-
tions for creating a better, more sustaina-
ble future for cities and their citizens. Hua-
wei was part of the Smart City Expo 2022, 
exhibiting under the theme of “Making 
Smart Sustainable.” There, we showcased 
how our Smart City solutions improve live-
ability and sustainability by accelerating 
intelligent decision-making while support-
ing Qatar’s digital economy. Various Hua-
wei smart city innovations and demos at 
the stand included digital transformation 
platforms for smart cities, CloudCampus 
technologies, its Everything-as-a-Service 
value proposition, Green Energy solutions 
and 5G. 

But implementing and maintaining 

Smart City applications and infrastruc-
ture demands highly advanced ICT skills. 
That is why Huawei supports another of 
Qatar’s key priorities, nurturing its talent 
pool. This participation by the broader 
ecosystem in talent development is crucial 
to mould all-rounded graduates prepared 
for a dynamic digital-led workplace. Hua-

wei will continue doing its part to advance 
the country’s ICT skills with our initiatives 
such as the ICT Competition, Seeds for the 
Future and other initiatives. 

We must also ensure that the environ-
ment remains central to these discussions 
about the cities of the future. A Smart City 
is a sustainable city. Therefore, pursuing 
a green ICT strategy is paramount, espe-
cially as Qatar aims to reduce 25% of its 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. In-
deed, When Qatar was awarded the right 
to stage the first FIFA World Cup in the 
Middle East and Arab world, it not only 
committed to organizing a breathtaking 
tournament but also a mega-event deliv-
ered sustainably. Qatar pledged to deliver 
the first carbon-neutral FIFA World Cup 
in the event’s history by ensuring that 
all projects meet stringent sustainability 
benchmarks. For example, Qatar will roll 
out a fleet of electric buses to ferry fans to 
and from the stadiums and other parts of 
Doha.

luckily for Qatar and other environ-
mentally-conscious cities in the region, 
digital technologies like AI, cloud, and big 
data have significantly impacted the rate 

of carbon emissions across all industries. 
According to the World Economic Forum, 
ICT will help reduce industrial emissions 
by 12.1 billion tons globally by 2030. This 
is ten times greater than the emissions by 
the ICT industry itself. As a leader in the 
global ICT industry, Huawei has been de-
veloping innovative green technologies 
that make ICT products more energy effi-
cient. Using its simplified site solution, re-
newable energy, and intelligent technolo-
gies, Huawei helped carriers deploy green 
sites in more than 100 countries.

In the post-plight era, the Qatar gov-
ernment aims to continuously promote 
the deployment of intelligent applica-
tions, drive the digital transformation of 
organizations and industries, and improve 
service efficiency and social benefits. At 
Huawei, our technologies and capabilities 
help accelerate the implementation of the 
2030 national vision and strive to build 
Qatar into a regional data hub, leveraging 
the opportunities in the AI+cloud intelli-
gence era. 

(Liam Zhao is CEO of Huawei 
Gulf North)

SOMETIMES good news comes with 
a cloudy lining. That’s the case with 
the recent announcement that So-

cial Security and Medicare are finan-
cially stronger than it was feared during 
the height of the coronavirus pandemic.

Why that’s a problem: Anything that 
gives Congress even more time to pro-
crastinate over what should have been 
done years ago is troublesome, espe-
cially when it concerns the nation’s two 
most important social insurance pro-
grams.

As their trustees reported June 2, 
the Social Security Old-Age and Survi-
vors (OASDI) Insurance Trust Fund will 
be depleted by 2035, a year later than 
the last estimate. Medicare’s hospital 
trust fund will last until 2028, a two-
year reprieve. And Social Security’s dis-
ability fund will last longer as well.

If Congress doesn’t act before then, 
new taxes going into the OASI fund will 
be sufficient to pay for only 77% of ben-
efits.

listen up, Congress. There are a lot 
of votes riding on that. The Social Secu-
rity Administration says it pays benefits 
to nearly 70 million 
people.

Just six years 
from now, hospitals 
would take a big hit 
as well, inevitably af-
fecting the quality of 
everyone’s care.

More than 3.6 
million Floridians de-
pend at least in part 
on Social Security. 
The average monthly benefit nationally 
this year is $1,658. In some flourishing 
Florida communities, that barely pays 
the rent. Now think about suddenly los-
ing $380 or more.

The last 10 annual trustees’ reports 
have warned that the OASDI trust fund 
reserves will be deleted sometime be-
tween 2033 and 2035, so Congress can-
not claim to be unaware of the problem, 
nor unmindful of the political hazard 
in cutting earned benefits to that many 
Americans. But Congress harbors a lot 
of people who refuse to see beyond the 
next election lest their vision cost them 
votes. With such people, procrastina-
tion is a virtue.

Many of their strings, moreover, 
are pulled by people whose prosper-
ity desensitizes them to the real lives of 
most Americans. Why should someone 
like, say, Sen. Rick Scott, R-Florida, 
care about Social Security when he’s the 
Senate’s wealthiest man? In 2020, the 
Center for Responsive Politics calculat-
ed the net worth of Scott and his wife at 
nearly $260 million.

As chairman of the National Repub-
lican Senatorial Committee, Scott has 
proposed a radical plan that includes 
sunsetting most federal programs — 
which would include Social Security 
and Medicare. He denies that he or any 
other Republican senator would actu-
ally let them expire and insists that pro-

gramming them to self-destruct would 
simply compel Congress to stabilize 
them.

Remember, though, that Congress 
is an example of minority rule rather 
than the representative democracy we 
all like to think it is. The constitutional 
malapportionment of the Senate, which 
guarantees every state two senators for-
ever regardless of its population, is the 
big part of that problem. Republican 
senators haven’t represented a major-
ity of voters since 1996 but have had the 
majority of the Senate in 14 of the 26 
years since then.

The gag rule commonly called the 
filibuster makes it worse. Originally, it 
required opponents of a bill to hold the 
floor and keep talking. Now, it prevents 
debate from even beginning without the 
support of 60 senators.

If Scott had his way, Social Security 
and Medicare would depend for their 
financial health, if not their actual sur-
vival, on the whims of as few as 40 of 
the 100 senators. Their price for taking 
action would very likely include raising 
the standard retirement age from the 

present 67 to 70 or 
even beyond. It would 
be the simplest “solu-
tion” without new tax-
es. But it would be the 
wrong one. As people 
age, many become 
less physically capa-
ble of their jobs. Some 
are laid off so younger 
people can be hired at 
lower salaries.

Means-testing benefits is another 
perennial right-wing fixation. That is 
wrong too, because it would turn Social 
Security into a welfare program rather 
than the universal insurance it’s meant 
to be. That would be a step toward de-
stroying it.

Republican Senate Minority leader 
Mitch McConnell says Scott’s scheme 
wouldn’t be part of the GOP agenda if 
they win the Senate this November. 
That assumes someone even more con-
servative doesn’t replace McConnell.

What he hasn’t said is what the Re-
publicans actually would do to strength-
en Social Security and Medicare. That 
would require looking beyond the next 
election. The Democrats aren’t short 
of ideas, the most significant of which 
would extend the 12.4% payroll tax 
(split at 6.2% each between workers and 
employers) to higher earnings. It’s pres-
ently capped at $147,000. Most of the 
Democratic proposals, though, envision 
paying for higher benefits with some of 
the new money. That does not seem to 
be a realistic prospect at present.

Whether or not Congress ever in-
tended retirees to depend entirely on 
Social Security is a pointless argument. 
Today’s reality is what matters. Fewer 
and fewer Americans have pension 
plans at work. Many employers have 
also cut back on their contributions to 
401(k) plans.

The Time To Save 
Social Security And 
Medicare Is Now

Liam Zhao.
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Agencies 

The Sri Lankan cabinet has ap-
proved constitutional reforms that 
will limit the powers of the presi-
dent in a move aimed at appeasing 
the protesters calling for President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to quit over the 
country’s worst economic crisis in 
decades.

The decision to amend the con-
stitution to clip the president’s 
wide-ranging powers was taken in a 
cabinet meeting on Monday, Dinouk 
Colombage, media adviser for Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe, told 
Al Jazeera on Tuesday.

A draft of the so-called 21st 

amendment to the Sri Lankan consti-
tution gives some powers back to the 
parliament and restores independ-
ence to commissions in key decision 
making.

“The 21 amendment was tabled 
and passed in cabinet today,” tour-
ism minister harin Fernando said in 
a tweet, adding that the proposal will 
now be sent to the country’s parlia-
ment where it needs the votes of two-
thirds of its members.

In October 2020, less than a 
year after becoming the president, 
Gotabaya, with the help of his elder 
brother, Prime Minister Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, had moved the 20th amend-
ment in parliament, which gave the 

presidency sweeping powers.
The changes then allowed the 

president to hold ministries as well 
as appoint and fire ministers. It also 
made the president the appointing 
authority of the elections, public ser-
vice, police, human rights, and brib-
ery or corruption investigation com-
missions.

Sri Lanka has been ruled under 
a powerful executive presidential 
system since 1978, but a reformist 
government in 2015 clipped much 
of the president’s powers and gave 
them over to the parliament and in-
dependent commissions, saying suc-
cessive presidents had been more 
authoritarian.

Sri Lanka cabinet moves to clip 
president Rajapaksa’s powers

dpA
Tel Aviv 

The Israeli government is 
planning to dissolve parlia-
ment, paving the way for an 
early election, Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett said on Mon-
day evening.

The government will call 

on the Knesset to vote on 
draft legislation next week.

Foreign Minister Yair 
Lapid is to take over as acting 
prime minister until a new 
government is sworn in.

An election could be held 
at the end of October, accord-
ing to reports. The vote would 
be the fifth in three and a half 

years.
Bennett’s fragile coali-

tion, in office for a year, has 
been struggling for some 
time.

his eight-party coalition 
lost its razor-thin majority 
of 61 out of 120 seats in April 
when a lawmaker quit.

As the main reason for 

the decision, Bennett men-
tioned the failure of a vote in 
parliament on the continued 
application of Israeli law for 
settlers on occupied Palestin-
ian territory.

The law in question has 
been in existence since 1967, 
but needs to be approved 
anew every five years.

Israeli govt 
planning 
to dissolve 
parliament

dpA
Moscow

MOSCOW has threatened 
Lithuania with severe conse-
quences if the country does 
not lift a ban on the transport 
of certain goods to the Baltic 
Sea exclave of Kaliningrad, 
which belongs to Russia.

Moscow will respond to 
such “hostile actions” with 
countermeasures, Russian 
Security Council chief Nikolai 
Patrushev said on Tuesday 
during a visit to Kaliningrad, 
according to the Interfax news 
agency.

The Russian response “will 
have a severe negative impact 
on the people of Lithuania,” 
said Patrushev, who is consid-
ered a close confidant of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Since Saturday, Lithuania 
has banned the transport of 
goods on Western sanctions 
lists through its territory by 
rail.

The Kaliningrad authori-
ties have said this affects 

about 40% to 50% of all goods 
shipped to the exclave, such as 
building materials and metals.

The Kremlin has criticized 
the restrictions as “illegal” and 

summoned both Lithuania’s 
diplomatic representative and 
the eU ambassador to Mos-
cow.

The Lithuanian leader-

ship later Tuesday rejected 
the pressure from Moscow.  
“There is no blockade of Ka-
liningrad,” Prime Minister In-
grida Simonyte said in Vilnius, 

according to the BNS news 
agency. “Since last weekend 
sanctions have been in place 
for some of the goods includ-
ed in the so-called sanctions 
package, namely steel and fer-
rous metals.” 

“The transit of all other 
goods that are either not sanc-
tioned or not yet subject to 
sanctions is taking place, as 
well as the transit of passen-
gers under a special agree-
ment between the european 
Union, Russia and Lithuania,” 
she said.

The existing special rules 
for travel through Lithuania 
by Russian citizens were also 
still in place as a gesture of 
goodwill, Simonyte said.

Likewise, the chief spokes-
person for the european Com-
mission, eric Mamer, reiterat-
ed on Tuesday that Lithuania 
was not doing anything unex-
pected. 

“Lithuania is basically do-
ing what it is supposed to do 
under the sanctions regime,” 
he said.

Moscow warns of severe 
response after sanctions 
hit Kaliningrad rail route

Ukrainian servicemen dig a trench in the outskirts of Lysychansk on Tuesday. (AFP)

Agencies 

FLOODWATeRS have inundated 
more of Bangladesh and northeast 
India, officials say, as authorities 
struggle to reach more than 9.5 mil-
lion people stranded with little food 
and drinking water after days of in-
tense rain.

Particularly heavy monsoon 
rain has brought the worst floods 
in decades in some parts of low-
lying Bangladesh and India’s Assam 
state, killing more than 100 people 
over the past two weeks.

Monsoon rains in South Asia 
typically begin in June. But this year 
heavy downpours lashed northeast-
ern India and Bangladesh as early 
as March, triggering floods as early 
as April in Bangladesh.

With rising global temperatures 
due to climate change, experts say 
the monsoon is becoming more var-
iable, meaning that much of the rain 
that would typically fall in a season 
is arriving in a shorter period.

Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Sheikh hasina flew over some of the 
flood-hit areas on Tuesday, look-
ing down on huge tracts covered by 
brown water, broken up by an oc-
casional outcrop of land, television 
footage showed.

So far, Bangladesh authorities 
have reported at least 32 deaths.

In Sylhet, one of the worst-hit 
areas in the extreme northeast of 
the country near the border with In-
dia, villagers waded, swam and pad-
dled makeshift rafts or small skiffs 
to a boat delivering aid that had 
moored to one shelter, its ground 
floor covered half way to the ceiling 
with water.

UNICeF said about four mil-
lion people have been cut off by the 
floods in the country’s northeast 
and are in urgent need of help.

The UN agency also said 90 per-
cent of its health facilities have been 

inundated and cases of waterborne 
diseases are increasing, as it urgent-
ly sought $2.5m to supply water pu-
rification tablets, emergency medi-
cal supplies and water containers.

“Four million people, including 
1.6 million children, stranded by 
flash floods in northeastern Bang-
ladesh are in urgent need of help,” 
UNICeF said in a statement.

In some areas, the Bangladesh 
military dropped sacks of relief 
supplies from helicopters to peo-
ple waiting on rooftops, TV footage 
showed.

Bangladesh, India floods kill 
over 100; millions in need of aid

People wade past stranded trucks on a flooded street in Sunamganj on Tuesday. 
(AFP)

islAMAbAd A man suspected of murder in britain, who eluded 
law enforcement agencies for over two-and-a-half decades, has 
been arrested in Pakistan.

The arrest in the city of Rawalpindi was the culmination of 
a 27-year-long manhunt by britain’s National crime Agency and 
Pakistan’s Federal investigation Agency (FiA).

Muhammad basharat, 49, is suspected of killing an indian 
trader in 1995 in britain.

when he was arrested he was living in Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir under a new name and running businesses in 
Rawalpindi, investigators said.

“He had no clue his cover was blown. we arrested him 
with the help of a human intelligence network,” sheikh Zubair 
Ahmad, a senior FiA officer, told dpa. (dpa)

Man wanted for murder in Britain 
arrested in Pakistan 27 years later

PARis France’s council of state on Tuesday backed a ruling of 
a lower court that overturned a decision by the Grenoble city 
council allowing the wearing of full-body burkini bathing suits in 
its municipal swimming pools.

The council of state, the supreme administrative court, 
ruled that Grenoble’s easing of the rules had been in response 
to calls from Muslims and with a view to satisfying religious 
demands.

The city of Grenoble had made substantial changes to the 
previous rules on clothing based on considerations of hygiene 
and safety, thereby violating equal treatment of users of the 
swimming facilities and jeopardizing the neutrality of public 
services, it found. it thus rejected Grenoble’s appeal against 
the lower court’s ruling. (dpa)

Top French court reverses Grenoble’s 
decision to allow burkinis

TeHRAN The trial has resumed in Tehran of a German-iranian 
facing charges of carrying out terrorist attacks, including the 
bombing of a mosque in southern iran, the iranian students 
News Agency (isNA) reported on Tuesday.

Jamshid sharmahd, 67, is accused of several attacks and 
of espionage.

He faces the death penalty if convicted.
The prosecution alleges that sharmahd is the head of a 

monarchist opposition group that has provided information to 
foreign intelligence services on the locations of iranian mis-
siles.

He was arrested in dubai by the iranian intelligence ser-
vices in the summer of 2020, with some sources saying that 
he was abducted, and has since then been held in Tehran. He 
previously lived in the United states for years. (dpa)

Trial of German-Iranian accused of 
attacks resumes in Tehran

News 
in brief



Qatar ready to embrace reforms 
to attract more trade: Minister

CATHERINE W GICHUKI
DOHA

QATAR has worked with the 
International community to 
ensure supply of medicines and 
food during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Sheikh Moham-
med bin Hamad bin Qassim 
Al Abdullah Al Thani has said, 
hailing the country’s free trade 
policy that has embraced re-
forms to enhance openness.

Addressing a panel discus-
sion, “Rethinking Globaliza-
tion”, at the Qatar Economic 
Forum, the minister said, 
“COVID-19 was a testament to 
the system. It showed that re-
siliency was a challenge which 
led to huge increase in demand 
in many areas such as medi-
cal goods. What we have done 
here in Qatar, which we also 

did during COVID-19, is that 
we tried to work with interna-
tional community to make sure 
there is a huge supply of goods 
and services of medical goods.”

He said Qatar was one of 
the best in the world in this 
field and called on the coun-
tries of the region to cooperate 
and adopt strong flexibility and 
strengthen joint work with in-
ternational organizations.

He said international trade 
currently constitutes about 55 
percent of the gross domestic 
product of world countries, 
while it constituted about 5 
percent 70 years ago. 

Qatar, he said, depends a 
lot on global trade as around 
90 percent of its GDP comes 
from international trade. So 
the country is definitely ready 
to make fundamental reforms 
and attract more trade, he 

said, noting that the world is 
witnessing a reshaping of the 
economy, especially in invest-
ment.

He said the investments 
across the world reached $1.8 
trillion in 2021, a 60-percent 
increase from 2020. He point-

ed out that Qatar attracted $1.8 
billion of investments while it 
has managed, since the begin-
ning of the year, to attract more 

than $3 billion in the financial 
market alone.

He said the ongoing con-
flicts have changed Qatar’s 
perspective of the world and 
the destination of its foreign in-
vestments, saying that invest-
ment in the energy field and 
other fields in the Middle East 
are likely to increase.

Global Chairman of PwC 
Bob Moritz and Chairman and 
CEO of Dogus Group Ferit Sa-
henk also addressed the ses-
sion moderated by Stephanie 
Flanders, Senior Executive 
Editor, Bloomberg.

For his part, Sahenk said 
the global economy will face a 
rescission and there may be an 
economic decline. He stressed 
the importance of inclusive-
ness and the presence of coop-
eration and a collective action 
plan to solve the economic 
problems and challenges fac-
ing the world and the necessity 
of flexibility in the global sys-
tem, the International Mon-
etary Fund, and the United 
Nations.

He explained that global 
problems cannot be faced with 
local or regional solutions, but 
rather work should be collec-
tive to reach solutions that 
bring holistic and general re-
sults for societies. In the same 
context, he said that they es-
tablished a partnership with 
Qatar Investment Authority 
where Turkey owns 70 percent 
and Qatar Investment Author-
ity owns 20 percent.

Moritz said that today the 
world is going through a sup-
ply chain reconfiguration, in 
comparison to what things 
used to be five years ago in 
terms of how to reduce de-
pendence on the concentration 
of different risks and the mul-
tiplicity of options available. 
He added that the supply chain 
is not just about products, but 
about services, human capital, 
and reshaping those concepts. 
He pointed out that there is a 
link between energy security 
and food security as this link 
created a challenge for the 
world countries to face.

Minister of Commerce and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qassim Al Abdullah Al Thani 
and other dignitaries at a panel discussion held as part of the Qatar Economic Forum, in Doha on Tuesday.

UK continues to remain 
attractive to property  

investors in Qatar: Expert
RAHUL PREETH

DOHA

A combination of strong and 
structurally supportive market 
dynamics, a stable economy and 
evolving service-focused prod-
ucts are boosting the appeal of 
UK real estate markets for inves-
tors in Qatar, a London-based 
property investment consultant 
has said.

An expanding and more dis-
cerning occupier base is yet an-
other major draw, Nadim Man-
sour, the General Director of 
International Investments, one 
of the leading property invest-
ment consultants in the UK, told 
Qatar Tribune on Monday.

“Qatar is one of the top 20 
countries in terms of individual 
property ownership in the UK. 
Properties owned by Qataris in 
London increased by approxi-
mately 50 percent between 2018 
and 2021,” he said on the side-
lines of real estate networking 
event Cityscape Qatar.

Mansour said an increas-

ing number of Qatari investors 
are moving towards commercial 
properties in the UK due to its 
favourable investment environ-
ment.

He cited strong student de-
mand, large-scale city regenera-
tion and development as well as 
strong employment conditions, 
and a lack of seniors housing 
units as major growth factors.

Mansour said the commer-
cial property market in the coun-
try offers to potential investors 
numerous options such as build-
to-rent (BTR) units, student ac-
commodations and healthcare 
facilities.

The fact that UK is a global 
destination for vacationers, 
businessmen, students and med-
ical tourists further adds to its 
allure, he added.

“When examining the top cit-
ies in BTR market, London, Bris-
tol, Manchester, Edinburgh and 
Birmingham emerge as opportu-
nity areas across all residential 
BTR sectors.”

Despite the fact that COV-

ID-19 has transformed the way 
global investors look at real es-
tate, Mansour said the UK resi-
dential investment sector has 
proven to be resilient by deliver-
ing a secure income in uncertain 
economic conditions.

“Over the past three decades, 
our lifestyles have changed sig-
nificantly, leading to a shift in 
housing needs for a growing por-
tion of cities’ population.”

As per Knight Frank Outlook 
2022, Mansour said investors 
plan to invest a record £16.5 bil-
lion in UK residential assets in 
2022.

“This would represent a 65 
percent increase from the £10.2 
billion spent in 2021. It is pro-
jected to reach £65 billion in five 
years.”

Over the last two years, 
cross-border investment into 
UK residential has contributed 
61 percent of the total volume of 
capital deployed, he said, adding 
that around £5.5 billion of cross-
border capital invested into UK 
residential assets in 2021.

International Investments General Director Nadim Mansour briefs Undersecretary of Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Sultan bin Rashid Al Khater about the company’s projects, at Cityscape Qatar 2022, in Doha on Monday.

Global trade is important for Qatar as 90% of its 
GDP comes from it, says Minister of Commerce 
and Industry HE Sheikh Mohammed

NFE project: QatarEnergy selects 
ExxonMobil as fourth partner

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

QATARENERGY announced that it 
has selected ExxonMobil as a part-
ner in the North Field East (NFE) 
expansion project, the single largest 
project in the history of the LNG in-
dustry.

A special ceremony was held at 
QatarEnergy’s headquarters in Doha 
to mark the occasion, during which 
Minister of State for Energy Affairs 
and President and CEO of QatarEn-
ergy HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi and 
Chairman and CEO of ExxonMobil 
Darren Woods signed the partner-
ship agreement in the presence of 
senior executives from both the 
sides.

The agreement stipulates a new 
joint venture company (JV), in 
which QatarEnergy will hold a 75 
percent interest while ExxonMobil 
will hold the remaining 25 percent 
interest. The new JV will own 25 
percent of the entire NFE project, 
which includes four mega LNG 
trains with a combined LNG capac-
ity of 32 MTPA.

In his remarks during the cer-
emony, Kaabi said, “Today, we are 
signing a partnership agreement 
with ExxonMobil, our strategic and 
long-term partner, with whom we 
have enjoyed successful and fruit-
ful relations in Qatar and across 
the globe. This is primarily due to 

the mutual trust and confidence be-
tween both parties, and to the State 
of Qatar’s safe and stable investment 
climate.”

The minister added, “We look 
forward to working closely with Exx-
onMobil to implement this world-
scale project, and to live up to our 
commitment to power lives with 
cleaner energy in every corner of the 
world for a better tomorrow for all.

“I would like to thank His High-
ness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani for His wise leader-
ship and for his unwavering support 
to Qatar’s energy sector.” 

On his part, Darren Woods said, 
“ExxonMobil’s scale, unique capa-
bilities, and expertise will contribute 
to enhancing the North Field’s LNG 

production capacity, helping to meet 
the world’s growing demand for en-
ergy while supporting a lower-emis-
sions future.

“This is an important milestone 
in our longstanding relationship 
with the State of Qatar and Qatar-
Energy, which continue to advance 
their global LNG leadership.”

The $28.75 billion NFE project 
will expand Qatar’s LNG export 
capacity from the current 77 mil-
lion tons per annum (MTPA) to 110 
MTPA. It is expected to start pro-
duction in 2026, and employs the 
highest health, safety, and environ-
mental standards, including carbon 
capture and sequestration, to reduce 
the project’s overall carbon footprint 
to the lowest levels possible.

Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of QatarEnergy HE Saad Sherida Al Kaabi shakes hands with 
Chairman and CEO of ExxonMobil Darren Woods after signing the NFE partnership agreement.
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Minister of Commerce and Industry HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qas-
sim Al Thani met with Saudi Arabia’s 
Minister of Economy and Planning 
Faisal bin Fadel Al Ibrahim on the side-
lines of the second edition of the Qatar 
Economic Forum, in Doha on Tuesday.  

They discussed issues of com-
mon interest aimed at strengthening 
cooperation between the two countries 
in trade, investment, and industry. 
Moreover, the officials exchanged views 
on the topics on the Forum’s agenda.

During the meeting, Sheikh Mo-
hammed highlighted the successful 
economic policies Qatar has put in 
place to support the private sector, 
and pointed out the incentives, legisla-
tions, and promising opportunities that 
are aimed at encouraging investors, 
businessmen, and business owners to 
invest in Qatar.

Commerce minister meets with Saudi economy minister

Qatar Chamber inks MoU with Czech Chamber
THE Qatar Chamber has signed a memoranda of 
understanding with Czech Chamber of Commerce 
on the sidelines of the Qatar Economic Forum on 
Tuesday. 

The agreement was signed by First Vice Chair-
man of Qatar Chamber Mohammed bin Twar Al 
Kuwari and Vice President of Czech Chamber Radek 
Jakubsky.

This signing represents the common interest of 
the two Chambers to enhance trade and economic 
cooperation between Qatar and the Czech Republic, 
and to foster the development and the diversifica-
tion of commercial exchanges and economic coop-
eration on a mutually advantageous basis.

Consultations on with Qatar  
to enhance investment ties, 
says Egyptian trade minister

QNA
DoHA

Minister of trade and in-
dustry of egypt nevine Gamea 
said there are consultations 
between her country and Qa-
tar to increase the volume of 
investments and expand them 
in new areas, especially in the 
field of energy.

in an interview with Qa-
tar news Agency (QnA) on 
the sidelines of the Qatar 
economic Forum, Powered 
by Bloomberg, she said dur-
ing her current visit to Doha, 
she presented to the Qatari 
side investment opportuni-
ties in the field of manufac-
turing, specialized industries, 
textiles and leather industries 
as a type of partnership be-
tween the two sides. there is 
communication between the 
two sides to prepare the at-
mosphere to open the capital 
of egyptian companies to the 
Qatari business sector.

she said that the current 
Qatari investments include 
real estate, hospitality and 
tourism sectors, noting that 
there is a common desire to 
enhance these investments to 
reflect the good relations be-
tween Qatar and egypt.

Gamea revealed that there 
is a Qatari-egyptian agree-
ment to launch a Joint Busi-
ness Council between the two 
countries, explaining that 
there was an agreement with 
the Qatari side to announce 

an egyptian-Qatari Joint 
Business Council that will be 
launched through a minis-
terial decision in Qatar and 
egypt; the Council is formed 
of businessmen who will work 
to strengthen economic rela-
tions and the fields of invest-
ment and trade between the 
two countries.

she said she held discus-
sions with Minister of Com-
merce and industry He sheikh 
Mohammed bin Hamad bin 
Qassim Al thani and the Qa-
tari Businessmen Association 
to set up an egyptian exhibi-
tion in Doha specialized in dis-
tinguished egyptian products 
in order to open markets for 
them in the state of Qatar.

she said this will contrib-
ute to increasing the volume 

of trade exchange between the 
two countries, as the current 
volume of exchange is modest 
and does represent the nature 
of relations between the two 
countries. therefore, there 
is interest from both sides to 
increase trade exchange by 
searching for new opportuni-
ties and prospects for coopera-
tion in this aspect, she added.

the minister said she held 
a series of talks during her cur-
rent visit to Doha with Qatari 
officials from the Free Zones 
Authority, Qatar investment 
Authority and the Qatari Busi-
nessmen Association, which 
focussed on opening new ho-
rizons for trade cooperation 
between egypt and Qatar and 
exploring investment oppor-
tunities in both countries.
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MInISTER of Commerce and Industry 
HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin 
Qassim Al Thani met with Kazakhstan’s 
Minister of national Economy Alibek 
Kuantyrov on the side-lines of the 
second edition of the Qatar Economic 
Forum, in Doha on Tuesday.   

The two sides discussed issues 
of common interest aimed at strength-
ening cooperation between the two 
countries in the sectors of trade, 
investment and industry. Moreover, the 
officials exchanged views on the topics 
on the forum’s agenda.

During the meeting, Sheikh Mo-
hammed highlighted the successful 
economic policies Qatar has put in 
place to support the private sector, 
and pointed out the incentives, legisla-
tions, and promising opportunities that 
are aimed at encouraging investors, 
businessmen, and business owners to 
invest in Qatar.

Commerce minister meets with Kazakh economy minister

Minister of commerce meets 
with Bloomberg Media CEO

QNA
DoHA

Minister of Commerce 
and industry He sheikh 
Mohammed bin Hamad bin 
Qassim Al thani met with 
Bloomberg Media Chief ex-
ecutive Officer scott Havens 
in Doha on tuesday. He was 
in Qatar to attend the Qatar 
economic Forum.

During the meeting, they 
discussed arrangements for 
participation in the forum 
and exchanged views on the 
topics on its agenda.

Also, they reviewed 
prospects for cooperation 
in areas of common inter-
est, highlighting the invest-
ment incentives provided by 
the Qatari economy, and the 
initiatives launched by the 

state to support the private 
sector and attract foreign in-
vestments.

in a separate context, 
sheikh Mohammed accom-
panied a visiting delegation 
of senior officials on a tour of 
Al thumama stadium, which 
is part of the Qatar economic 
Forum’s programme. they 
were briefed on Qatar’s prep-
arations to host the 2022 
FiFA World Cup Qatar.

the delegation included 
President of togo Faure 
essozimna Gnassingbe ey-
adema along with some dig-
nitaries, including scott Ha-
vens and a large number of 
the Higher Organizing Com-
mittee of the second Qatar 
economic Forum 2022, in 
addition to representatives 
of diplomatic missions ac-

credited to the country, ex-
ecutives of several banks, 
major local and internation-
al companies, and a large 
group of local and interna-
tional media representatives.

During the tour, the 
delegation was briefed on 
the various facilities of Al 
thumama stadium and its 
preparedness to host the 
FiFA World Cup Qatar 2022 
matches.

the stadium is located 
12 kilometers south of the 
heart of Doha and will host 
the FiFA World Cup Qa-
tar 2022 matches from the 
group stage matches to the 
quarter-finals. the design of 
the stadium was inspired by 
the gahfiya, the traditional 
headgear worn by men and 
boys across the Arab world.

World has changed, needs 
serious discussions on  
reform, says Georgian PM

QNA
DoHA

PriMe Minister of Georgia 
irakli Garibashvili ssid  the Qa-
tar economic Forum is  an im-
portant opportunity to discuss 
all the challenges facing the 
world, which is witnessing ma-
jor changes at all levels, stress-
ing that these changes require 
serious discussions.

in a dialogue session on 
the Ukrainian crisis held dur-
ing  the Qatar economic Fo-
rum, Powered by Bloomberg, 
Garibashvili said that the suc-
cessive events that the world 
is witnessing now, and the 
challenges it faces, have made 
the world different from what 
everyone used to know, which 

requires serious discussions on 
this issue. 

He pointed out that in 
2008, Georgia was exposed 
to the same crisis that Kyiv is 
currently facing when russian 
forces invaded parts of Geor-
gian lands “and still occupy 
them until now.” 

At that time, the PM added, 
no one had noticed that a sov-
ereign country had been sub-
jected to a russian invasion 
and occupied some of its lands, 
where there was no logical re-
action, no restrictions were 
taken on russia or reactions 
to it. 

He noted that Georgia’s po-
sition on the russian-Ukraini-
an war must take into account 
that parts of Georgian lands 

that are still under the control 
of russian forces.

He affirmed that his coun-
try supports Ukraine, from a 
political point of view, on all in-
ternational platforms, whether 
in the United nations or other 
international forums, and has 
announced its position in this 
regard. However, he pointed 
out that Georgia supports the 
restrictions imposed on russia, 
but Georgia will not be used as 
a way to pass these sanctions, 
given that tbilisi cannot set 
national restrictions towards 
Moscow for the obvious rea-
son, which is the security and 
economic challenges facing the 
country.

the Georgian prime min-
ister also pointed out that this 

position does not include his 
country only, but there are 
other countries that have not 
placed restrictions on russia 
on the national scale due to the 
similar circumstances they also 
face.

He said his role must take 
into account the political situ-
ation, the internal situation, 
the security situation and the 
economic situation of Georgia, 
adding that the country is fully 
aligned with the international 
situation and international 
opinion on that, but that they 
are in an unenviable position.

He addressed the issue of 
his country’s accession to the 
european Union, stressing that 
it has achieved a large percent-
age of the accession criteria.

Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli Garibashvili addresses a panel session at the Qatar Economic Forum.

Minister of Trade and Industry of Egypt Nevine Gamea responds to a 
QNA journalist during an interview.

Qatar Economic Forum
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Chief executive Officer of 
Qatar investment Author-
ity Mansoor bin ebrahim 
Al Mahmoud said Qatar 
endeavours to invest in vari-
ous sectors and expand its 
current projects by taking 
advantage of the financial 
surpluses resulting from the 
rise in oil prices.

in a dialogue session 
within the activities of the 
Qatar economic forum, 
Powered by Bloomberg, he 
said the funds resulting from 
the increase in oil prices will 
constitute an opportunity to 
invest in various sectors, but 
must be taken with caution 
due to the fluctuation of oil 
prices in addition to global 
inflation rates and their im-
pact on the global economy.

he pointed out that the 
Qatar investment Author-
ity is currently focusing on 
investments in the technol-
ogy, health, and technolo-

gies sectors that will help 
advance Qatar’s economic 
projects, as there are al-
ready Qatari investments in 
the US, Asia, and europe in 
the technology sector.

Mahmoud also spoke 
about other important sec-
tors such as governance, 
environment, and clean 
economy, stressing that 
there are opportunities to 
deal with partners interest-
ed in these sectors, and that 
work is currently underway 
in this context to develop 
performance indicators, 
which may take some time 
due to reviewing the various 
schools specialized in this 
field.

he said the Qatar in-
vestment Authority was  
investing a lot in the field 
of renewable energy and 
energy storage facilities.  
There are existing partner-
ships and others that are 
being worked on with vari-
ous sectors, and they will be 
successful, he added.

Oil surpluses offering  
new opportunities to 
invest: QIA CEO 

Qatar Investment Authority CEO Mansoor bin Ebrahim Al Mahmoud

QNA
Doha

QATAr is showing a lot of 
discipline in dealing with eco-
nomic changes in the frame-
work of its medium-term 
forecasts in order to respond 
appropriately to each scenario 
whether in booms or busts, 
Minister of finance he Ali bin 
Ahmed Al Kuwari.

The country is targeting 
sustainability and good in-
vestment opportunities, he 
added at a Qatar economic 
forum session titled “Diver-
sifying for 21st Century Pros-
perity”.

he said Qatar has a clear 
strategy when dealing with fi-
nancial surpluses. 

“When they increase, the 
surplus goes to investment 
funds or to pay down public 
debt, highlighting that the 
country would seize on an op-
portunity if it finds one.”

The minister affirmed 
Qatar’s commitment to the 
pillars of environment, gov-
ernance and green financing, 
noting that Qatar has a realis-
tic vision for the transition to 
green financing that reflects 
the importance of the envi-
ronment and sustainability.

Kuwari also spoke about 
inflation in Qatar, noting 
that inflation levels were in 
a range of about 2.5 percent 
during the past few years, 
but reached 5.18 percent in 
May (on an annual basis) as 
a result of rising prices in the 
entertainment and culture 
component, which grew 30.79 

percent. he said the rise was 
understandable in light of the 
recovery in demand for travel 
and cinemas after a two-year 
closure due to the Coronavi-
rus (COViD-19) pandemic.

he pointed out that the 
Ministry of finance has sound 
policies and a disciplined ap-
proach that helps control 
spikes in inflation. he noted 

that inflation in Qatar, com-
pared to some advanced 
economies that recorded lev-
els above 9 percent, seems 
acceptable. The minister 
stressed that the state has 
many policies that can help 
navigate these crises.

in the same session, which 
was also attended by Minister 
of finance of egypt Dr Mo-

hamed Maait, Kuwari said 
that ties between Qatar and 
egypt were deep-rooted in his-
tory, highlighting that Qatar 
was a major investor in egypt. 
he added that these strong 
and historic ties will continue. 
The minister said investment 
is important in supporting 
countries and making returns 
to investors, which makes it 

perfect for creating a situation 
where everybody wins.

for his part, the egyptian 
minister of finance said his 
country was looking to in-
crease GCC investments, in-
cluding Qatari investments, 
in egypt. he added that his 
country has a host of legisla-
tion and opportunities that 
encourages doing business.

‘Qatar targets sustainability, shows 
discipline in addressing changes’

Minister of Finance HE Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari addressing a Qatar Economic Forum session titled “Diversifying for 21st Century Prosperity”.

QFB to finance Qatari  
consortium’s acquisition of 
10.8% stake in Ennismore

TribuNe News NeTwork
Doha

QATAr first Bank (QfB) an-
nounced that it will finance a 
Qatari consortium of investors 
that aims to participate in the 
acquisition of a 10.8 percent 
stake in ennismore, one of 
the world’s largest and fastest 
growing lifestyle hospitality 
company majority owned by 
international hospitality con-
glomerate group, Accor and 
with the remaining shares held 
by Sharan Pasricha, founder of 
ennismore. 

QfB will finance the pur-

chasing consortium’s invest-
ment vehicle by providing 20 
million euro of Shari’a-com-
pliant financing. Closing is 
expected to occur in the sec-
ond semester of 2022 and is 
subject to the employee con-
sultation process, customary 
regulatory authorizations and 
closing conditions.

The deal comes at a time 
post pandemic, where lifestyle 
segments are demonstrating a 
stronger performance than the 
overall market.

Abdulrahman Totonji, 
QfB’s CeO commented: “The 
time is ripe for a bold move 

into the international hospi-
tality and tourism market that 
will further cement Qatar’s 
strategic place as a key player 
in this important sector. With 
the global tourism and life-
style recovery on track, we are 
pleased to finance consortium 
of Qatari investors, who seek 
to capture a share of the inter-
national market and guaran-
tee more diversification.”

Qatar first Bank is the first 
independent Shari’a compli-
ant bank authorized by the 
QfC regulatory Authority 
(QfCrA) and a listed entity on 
the Qatar Stock exchange.

Sébastien Bazin, Chairman and CEO of AccorQFB CEO Abdulrahman Totonji

CATheriNe w GiChuki
Doha

MUlTiPle factors led to the 
global supply chain crisis that 
has affected the global econ-
omy, Minister of State and 
Chairman of Qatar free Zones 
Authority (QfZA) he Ahmad 
bin Mohammed Al Sayed has 
said, listing COViD-19 lock-
downs, the Ukrainian crisis, 
inflation and demand explo-
sion after pandemic normality 
as the major irritants.  

Addressing a Qatar eco-
nomic forum session on the 
supply chain crisis in Doha on 
Tuesday, Sayed said among 

the causes of the crisis is the 
rapid growth and the return to 
normal following the pandem-
ic, which put great pressure on 
these supply chains, as well as 
the disruptions to supply and 
changes to consumer behav-
iour. 

he said that it was not 
easy to solve these problems 
especially that the prices of 
some sea container shipments 
have increased by 60 percent, 
which affected food prices, 
transport and supply chains in 
general.

The minister said that 
international bodies and 
governments should ease in-

ternational policies to goods 
transportation and logistics 
and supporting the private 
sector in overcoming the dis-
ruption of supply chains, as 
well as the importance of pro-
viding more logistical services 
for warehousing and capabili-
ties available in the long term, 
such as long-term food supply 
and storage in a strategic loca-
tion. 

he explained customs 
and different authorities, air-
ports, airlines and companies 
should take a collective ac-
tion, in addition to the role of 
international organizations to 
facilitate the transportation of 

goods, trade and the logistics 
associated with the movement 
of goods. 

he highlighted that air-
ports, customs, airlines, and 
companies must adopt differ-
ent measures to ensure supply 
chains run smoothly. he add-
ed that policies boosting trade 
and increasing storage capaci-
ties have a role to play as well.

for his part, CeO of the 
Omani ASYAD Group Abdul-
rahman Salim Al hatmi said 
that the Gulf ports were able, 
thanks to the infrastructure 
and the high quality of their 
systems, to respond to the 
challenges of the pandemic 

and dealt with flexibility and 
did not close during the pan-
demic period, which helped 
ensure the smooth-running 
of supply chains, pointing out 
that port closures in some 
countries such as the US and 
China led to chaos, the effects 
of which are still ongoing.

Al hatmi also called for the 
importance of looking at the 
concept of multiple sources of 
supply chains, addressing sup-
ply chain infrastructure issues, 
creating alternative mecha-
nisms and a different view of 
port closure policies due to the 
importance of business conti-
nuity.

Multiple factors led to global supply chain crisis: QFZA chairman

Minister of State and Chairman of Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZA) 
HE Ahmad bin Mohammed Al Sayed

Qatar Airways one of Boeings’ most 
highly-valued partners: Senior Exec

QNA 
Doha

PreSiDenT of Boeing Mid-
dle east, Turkey and Africa 
(MeTA) Kuljit Ghata-Aura af-
firmed the strength of the part-
nership between the American 
company and Qatar, adding 
that Qatar Airways was one 
of Boeings most highly valued 
partners.

Speaking exclusively to 
Qatar news Agency on the 
sidelines of his participation in 
Qatar economic forum Pow-
ered by Bloomberg, Ghata-
Aura said that the company’s 
partnership with the state of 
Qatar spans over nearly two 
decades, with 264 employees 
working in Qatar and reflect-
ing Boeing’s commitment to 
supporting Qatar national Vi-
sion 2030. he described the 
recent announcements with 
Qatar Airways for the new 
777X freighter and 737-10 air-
craft as two significant deals, 
adding that the company was 
proud to support Qatar Air-
ways in its 25th anniversary 
year. he noted that Boeing’s 
partnership with Qatar Air-
ways was established in May 
2006, and that Qatar Airways 
now operates an extensive 
fleet of Boeing passenger and 
cargo airplanes. he said that, 
despite the difficulties posed 
by the pandemic, the Group 
has demonstrated exceptional 

resilience during the crisis, 
and stressed that Boeing will 
support Qatar Airways as it 
reopens destinations and adds 
new routes to its network.

he added that Qatar Air-
ways latest orders for 777-8 
freighters and 737-10 passen-
ger aircraft are significant for 
Boeing, and will the carrier 
with one of the most advanced 
and most efficient passenger 
and cargo fleets in the region. 
he also said that these new 
aircraft will position the Qa-
tar Airways for significant and 
sustainable growth in the fu-
ture.

The Boeing executive not-
ed that the company has been 
a research partner of the Qatar 
Computing research institute 

(QCri), part of hamad Bin 
Khalifa University, since 2013. 
he added that the company 
have co-hosted six machine 
learning and data analytics 
symposiums to date. he also 
said that the Qatar University 
College of engineering (QU-
CenG), has been one of Boe-
ing’s other important academ-
ic partners. he highlighted 
that, through Boeings support, 
students of the college have 
access to new programs and 
tools to assist in the develop-
ment of the Qatari aerospace 
sector and to encourage young 
Qataris to develop careers in 
aviation. he added that Boeing 
has been collaborating with 
research, education and gov-
ernment institutions in Qatar 

on a range of initiatives that 
promote STeM education, as 
well as entrepreneurship, with 
over 5,000 students benefiting 
from the community engage-
ment programs organized with 
the support of inJAZ Al-Arab.

On Boeing’s sustainabil-
ity efforts, he highlighted that 
achieving net zero carbon 
emissions is the number one 
challenge the aviation indus-
try, and the world, is facing 
today. he added that Boeing 
supports and aligns with the 
aviation industry goals for 
carbon-neutral growth from 
2020 going forward and com-
mitment to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions by 2050.

“Designing and building 
more advanced products with 
greater fuel efficiency and 
lower carbon emissions is a 
key tenet of Boeings business. 
Since 2003, we have invested 
$60 billion in new technolo-
gies to improve efficiency. This 
investment helps meet avia-
tions environmental goals and 
its business needs,” Ghata-Au-
ra said.

he also maintained that 
Boeing has a multi-faceted 
strategy based on three pillars 
to achieve the goal — continued 
innovation in future airplane 
technology, deployment of 
modernized air traffic manage-
ment infrastructure, and the 
scale-up of production and use 
of sustainable aviation fuel.

President of Boeing Middle East, Turkey and Africa (META) Kuljit 
Ghata-Aura
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Tribune news neTwork 
Doha 

United development Com-
pany (UdC), a leading Qatari 
public shareholding com-
pany and the master devel-
oper of the Pearl and Gewan 
islands, recently issued its 
environmental, Social, and 
Governance Report (eSG) to 
Qatar Stock exchange, mak-
ing it the first listed real estate 
company in Qatar to officially 
disclose its sustainability and 
environmental strategies and 
achievements, the company 
announced in a statement on 
tuesday.

As an organization estab-
lished to play a key role in the 
development of Qatar, UdC’s 
business practices are closely 
aligned with the wider goals of 
sustainable economic and so-
cial development that the State 
of Qatar has set forth in its vi-
sion for 2030, as evidenced by 
the attention given to incorpo-
rate sustainable development 
programmes into the Com-
pany’s business decisions and 
practices.

 UdC’s environment and 
sustainability focus areas 
therefore cover the appropri-
ate management and recycling 
of waste through use of the 
enVAC smart waste disposal 
system and active recycling 
measures, in addition to envi-
ronmentally friendly processes 
and packaging through the 
banned usage of non-biode-
gradable plastic bags, as well 
as the optimization of energy 
consumption in all UdC oper-
ated and managed projects and 
developments, including the 
use of environmentally friendly 
technologies, such as district 
cooling supplied by UdC sub-
sidiary Qatar Cool.

 Since the inauguration of 
Qatar Cool’s district cooling 
plant on the Pearl island in 
2010, the environmental im-
pact has significantly contrib-
uted to UdC’s commitment to 
sustainability on the island. 
to date the cooling plant has 

saved over 1.7 billion KWH in 
energy, in turn removing over 
950 million KG of CO2 from 
the atmosphere, since 2010. if 
converted, the CO2 reduction 
is the same as removing over 
182 thousand cars from our 
roads or planting over 11 mil-
lion mature trees, which would 
populate over 32 thousand 
football grounds.

 Regular training, events 
and awareness campaigns pro-
moting activities to reduce en-
vironmental impacts and use 
of natural resources, are also 
designed to highlight environ-
mental issues and initiatives 
to employees and community 
members.

 in this context, UdC and its 
subsidiaries are currently certi-
fied for their integrated Man-
agement System Policy as well 
as environmental Manage-
ment System (iSO 14001:2015) 
which ensure the consistent 
qualitative assessment of op-
erational risks and impacts re-
lated to the environment.

 Some of UdC’s recent sus-
tainability and environmental 
achievements at the Pearl is-
land, include: · Renovation of 
Hadyiq Centrale (Grand Park) 
to encourage more walkability 
for community enjoyment.

· tree planting initiatives to 
enhance biodiversity.

· Beach clean-up initia-
tive on the occasion of World 
Oceans day.

· installation of two recy-
cling units at an existing solid 

waste drop-off, in partnership 
with a waste management ser-
vice provider, and use of recy-
cled water for landscape irriga-
tion.

· First sustainable green 
color public parking adjacent 
to the Pearl Showrooms and 
new shaded residential car 
parking in Qanat Quartier for 
residents, which reduces urban 
heating and promotes sustain-
ability.

· installation of ‘Seabins’ to 
maintain clean waters and pro-
tect marine species at the Pearl 
island, the first of its kind in 
the State of Qatar, with a plan 
to add another ten seabins, 
covering more locations in Por-
to Arabia.

· Launch of e-scooters and 
climatized metrolink bus stops 
in addition to the installation 
of four electric vehicle charg-
ers which all encourage sus-
tainability, use of electric ve-
hicles and reduction of urban 
heating.

· Active participation in the 
development of Qatar nation-
al environment and Climate 
Change Strategy with a com-
mitment to reduce the average 
carbon footprint per employee 
by 25% and to cut 12% of en-
ergy-related greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2026.

 environment highlights 
further include recycling 22.7% 
of total waste, saving 7,948 
trees, 8 billion liters of potable 
water and 2,126 cbm of landfill 
space as well as conserving 3.2 

million kw of energy hours and 
3.3 million gallons of water.

 Following in the footsteps 
of the Pearl island which is 
considered a forerunner in 
sustainable living in Qatar, 
Gewan island promises to take 
sustainability to the next level 
by deploying urban innova-
tion and resource preservation 
mechanisms, to generate long-
lasting economic, social and 
environmental value. Various 
features have therefore been 
incorporated in the island’s 
masterplan highlighting its 
attributes as a sustainable de-
velopment including building 
and landscape design, environ-
mentally friendly technologies 
and water and energy saving 
measures.

 Moving forward and as 
part of its commitment to Qa-
tar national Climate Change 
Action Plan, UdC is working 
to further minimize its envi-
ronmental footprint and the 
carbon emissions associated 
with its buildings and facilities 
by reducing direct and indi-
rect energy consumption in all 
its offices and projects. these 
will be gradually powered by 
renewable energy with highly 
energy-efficient measures and 
fixtures, including the incorpo-
ration of energy-efficient and 
motion-activated lighting and 
water equipment which will 
enable UdC to obtain GORd-
GSAS certification for its sus-
tainable buildings. UdC will 
also ensure more water can be 

reused and recycled, and less 
fresh water is needed by utiliz-
ing hydroponic green roof sys-
tems to collect rainwater from 
roofs and reusing it for non-
potable purposes.

 UdC further targets to 
be at the forefront of modern 
transportation in Qatar by 
transitioning 50% of its trans-
portation fleet from gasoline 
to electric vehicles, promoting 
micro-mobility modes such as 
usage of water taxis, e-scooters 
and bikes on dedicated lanes, 
in addition to providing more 
electric car charging outlets 
around the Pearl island.

 With smart cities being at 
the forefront of the transition 
to a sustainable and low-carbon 
world, and investors increas-
ingly incorporating sustainabil-
ity factors into their investment 
decisions, UdC’s design of the 
Pearl and Gewan islands proves 
that its objectives stretch far be-
yond technological innovation, 
economic prosperity and re-
ducing environmental impacts, 
to actually connecting people 
and places and creating value 
in the long term.

 in this sense, both the 
Pearl and Gewan islands fully 
provide integration, mobility, 
accessibility, and connectivity 
that aim at improving social, 
cultural, and economic inter-
action of the people in the de-
velopment, thus facilitating 
healthier, happier and more 
fulfilling lifestyles to the com-
munity at large.

UDC becomes first real estate 
firm in Qatar to issue ESG report
● Over 950 million kg of CO2 removed from the atmosphere ● 22.7% of total waste recycled  
● 50% of transportation fleet to be transitioned from gasoline to electric vehicles 

Qetaifan Projects launches waterside retail units
Tribune news neTwork 

Doha 

QetAiFAn Projects has an-
nounced the launching of the 
waterside retail, cafe, and res-
taurant units on the canal at 
Qetaifan island north, a state-
ment said on tuesday.

the waterside retail and 
festival plaza are operated by 
Rixos Hotels, along with the 
beach club, hotel, and Meryal 
waterpark.

the retail services on the 
island include canal-side ca-
fes and a range of restaurants 
from quick service to exotic 
fine dining. the retail and 
festival plaza area include 92 
units, with a 6,500-capacity 
including the Meryal water-
park area.

it is worth mentioning that 
the waterside retail, cafe, and 
restaurants units are in three 
adjacent locations, around the 
world class waterpark Mery-
al, 5-star luxury hotel run by 

Rixos Hotels, and at the en-
tertainment and Souq area. 
With a total area of 12,300 
square metres on the banks of 
the canal, in addition to 1,400 
square metres of parking spac-
es.

Sheikh nasser bin Abdul-

rahman al thani, Managing 
director, Qetaifan Projects, 
said, “the retail and festival 
plaza units are important to 
all regions because it works as 
an attraction spot, and the at-
traction increases depending 
on the region and the facilities 

surrounding it.” 
He added, “the retail plaza 

and festival plaza units are 
located at the heart of the is-
land and are among other as-
sets, they are considered as the 
main engine of the surround-
ing facilities, perhaps the 

most prominent of which are 
Meryal waterpark, beach club, 
hotel, in addition to the facili-
ties that the retail and festival 
plaza units are providing on 
the canal-side and the various 
entertainment events that will 
contribute effectively to the re-
vitalization of tourism.” 

Hesham Sharaf, Chief Op-
erating Officer, Qetaifan Pro-
jects, added, “the retail units 
are part of Qetaifan island 
north real estate development 
plan, which in turn will also 
enrich the business assets at 
Lusail City.” 

Adrian Camps, Retail di-
rector, Rixos, said, “We are 

very proud to announce the 
release of the restaurant, café 
and retail units which lie at the 
heart of Qetaifan island north. 

“this will support the in-
credible iconic water park and 
Rixos five-star hotel and will 
provide the most amazing ca-
nal-side retail and dining ex-
perience in the Middle east.”
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QAtAR national Bank 
(QnB), the largest finan-
cial institution in the Mid-
dle east and Africa, has an-
nounced the name of the first 
lucky winner of the ‘triple 
your Salary’ campaign.

the campaign runs until 
September 30, 2022, and is 
tailor-made for QnB First 
Members, the bank said in a 
statement on tuesday.

nagi Samir el dahdah, 
was named the winner of the 
triple salary for the month of 
May. the campaign, which 
comes as part of the bank 
keenness to offer the best to 
its customers, encompasses 
all existing and new QnB 
First Members. 

Four more lucky QnB 
First members will get the 
chance to triple their salary 
by simply transfering their 
salary to QnB or availing for 
a new loan, QnB said.

through this campaign, 
existing salaried QnB First 
customers who avail for a 

personal loan of more than 
or equal to QR180,000 or 
mortgage of more than or 
equal to QR2 million and 
new QnB First members 
who transfer (a minimum 
salary of QR35,000) to QnB 
during the campaign period 
will have a chance to triple 
their salary. 

draws will be held 
monthly, announcing one 
winner per month. the cus-
tomers can simply head to 
the nearest branch and open 
a QnB First account (with a 
minimum of QR 35,000) or a 
avail for a new loan for exist-
ing QnB First customers.

Commenting on the cam-
paign, Adel Ali al Malki, GM, 
QnB Group Retail, said: “i 
would like to congratulate 
the winner for this month in 
our triple your Salary cam-
paign. We will be pleased to 
see more customers partici-
pating and benefiting from 
this campaign, and we prom-
ise to continue providing our 
tailored banking services for 
those who look for unique-
ness and innovation.”

QNB announces 
lucky winner of ‘Triple 
your Salary’ campaign

Qatar National Bank officials with ‘Triple your Salary’ campaign 
winner at an event in Doha on Tuesday.

In efforts to strengthen the bilateral relations between Qatar and 
the sisterly State of Kuwait in the tax field, Ahmed bin Issa al 
Mohannadi - President of the General Tax Authority, received Aseel 
al Saad al Munaifi, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Finance in 
the State of Kuwait.  During the meeting in Doha on Tuesday, they 
discussed aspects of cooperation between the two countries in 
the tax field. The two parties discussed ways to enhance aspects 
of joint cooperation in the field, issues concerning taxes at an 
international level, and exchanged views on a number of tax issues 
of common interest. They also discussed ways to further develop 
cooperation in international tax field. (TNN)

GTA president receives Kuwait’s  
Undersecretary of Ministry of Finance

Sheikh Nasser bin Abdulrahman 
al Thani

Adrian Camps Hesham Sharaf
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AGENCIES
LONDON

DEFENDING men’s cham-
pion Novak Djokovic and 
women’s world number one 
Iga Swiatek head the seedings 
for Wimbledon, which starts 
on Monday.

The championships issued 
its lists of seeds on Tuesday, 
with Russian and Belarusian 
players absent from the line-
up after they were excluded 
from the tournament because 
of the ongoing invasion of 
Ukraine.

It means Russia’s men’s 
world number one Daniil 
Medvedev is absent, while 
Germany’s second-ranked Al-
exander Zverev also misses 
out, in his case because of an 
ankle injury.

With Wimbledon sticking 
to the ATP and WTA rankings, 
that means world number 
three Djokovic automatically 
moves up to the top seeding as 
he chases a seventh title at the 
All England Club, and a 21st 
Grand Slam win of his career.

Two-time Wimbledon win-
ner Rafael Nadal is the second 
seed, with the Spaniard hav-
ing already won the Australian 
Open and French Open titles 
this year to nudge two majors 
ahead of Djokovic and Roger 
Federer on the all-time men’s 
list. Federer, still battling his 
way back from knee surgery, 
will not play Wimbledon this 
year and turns 41 in August.

The women’s reigning 
champion Ash Barty has re-
tired since capturing the title 
last July, so her successor as 
the dominant player on the 
WTA Tour, Swiatek, assumes 
the top seeding.

Swiatek has reeled off 
35 consecutive match wins, 
dominating on hardcourts and 
clay, but she has less of a grass 
pedigree, albeit the 21-year-
old Pole is a former junior 
Wimbledon champion.

The format means there 
will be dangerous unseeded 
players in the draw, notably 
Nick Kyrgios and two-time 
champion Andy Murray in the 
men’s singles.

Serena Williams, the sev-
en-time women’s champion, 
is entered on a wildcard and is 
also unseeded. Williams, 40, 
has not played singles since 
abandoning her first-round 

match at Wimbledon last year 
due to injury, but entered this 
week’s doubles event at East-
bourne, partnering Jabeur.

Djokovic will aim to win a 
seventh men’s singles title and 
21st Grand Slam in all.

The 2008 and 2010 cham-
pion Rafael Nadal is back as 
the No.2 seed after winning 
the opening two Grand Slams 
of the year in Melbourne and 
Paris, taking his tally to 22.

Norway’s Roland-Garros 
runner-up, Casper Ruud, and 
Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas 
are the third and fourth seeds, 
respectively. Italy’s 2021 Wim-
bledon runner-up Matteo Ber-
rettini, who has won two grass 
tournaments in two weeks 
since his return from hand sur-
gery, secures the No.8 seeding. 
Spanish sensation Carlos Al-
caraz - a winner of four ATP ti-
tles this year - is the No.5 seed.

Other in-form players 
among the list of 32 include 
No.7 seed and last week’s 
Halle champion Hubert 
Hurkacz, and No.14 seed and 
2017 Wimbledon runner up 
Marin Cilic.

On the women’s side, Pol-
ish world No.1 Swiatek has 
won her last six events and has 
not lost a match since mid-
February.

Swiatek has never been 
past the fourth round at the All 
England Club but the 21-year-
old won the girls’ singles title 
in 2018.

Estonia’s Anett Kontaveit 
will anchor the ladies’ draw 
as the No.2 seed, with Tuni-
sia’s recent Berlin grass court 
champion Ons Jabeur the 
third seed ahead of Spanish 
No.4 seed Paula Badosa. Last 
year’s ladies’ runner-up, Karo-
lina Pliskova, is sixth in the list.

Four recent former cham-
pions will attract attention 
once play gets under way. The 
2017 champion Garbine Mu-
guruza gets the No.9 seeding, 
2018 winner Angelique Kerber 
will be seeded No.15, one spot 
ahead of 2019 champion Si-
mona Halep. Czech lefty Petra 
Kvitova, twice a Wimbledon 
champion, finds herself 25th 
in the seedings list.

Brazil’s Beatriz Haddad 
Maia is seeded at a slam for 
the first time in her career af-
ter winning two titles on grass 
in two weeks, in Nottingham 
and Birmingham. 

Pride of place for Djokovic, Swiatek at Wimbledon

Novak Djokovic of Serbia after winning the 2021 Wimbledon Championships.

Iga Swiatek of Poland.

Men’s Singles
 1 DJOKOVIC, Novak (SRB)
 2 NADAL, Rafael (ESP)
 3 RUUD, Casper (NOR)
 4 TSITSIPAS, Stefanos (GRE)
 5 ALCARAZ, Carlos (ESP)
 6 AUGER-ALIASSIME, Felix (CAN)
 7 HURKACZ, Hubert (POL)
 8 BERRETTINI, Matteo (ITA)
 9 NORRIE, Cameron (GBR)
 10 SINNER, Jannik (ITA)
 11 FRITZ, Taylor (USA)
 12 SCHWARTZMAN, Diego (ARG)
 13 SHAPOVALOV, Denis (CAN)
 14 CILIC, Marin (CRO)
 15 OPELKA, Reilly (USA)
 16 CARRENO BUSTA, Pablo (ESP)

 17 BAUTISTA AGUT, Roberto (ESP)
 18 DIMITROV, Grigor (BUL)
 19 MONFILS, Gael (FRA)
 20 DE MINAUR, Alex (AUS)
 21 ISNER, John (USA)
 22 VAN DE ZANDSCHULP, Botic (NED)
 23 BASILASHVILI, Nikoloz (GEO)
 24 TIAFOE, Frances (USA)
 25 RUNE, Holger (DEN)
 26 KECMANOVIC, Miomir (SRB)
 27 KRAJINOVIC, Filip (SRB)
 28 SONEGO, Lorenzo (ITA)
 29 EVANS, Daniel (GBR)
 30 BROOKSBY, Jenson (USA)
 31 PAUL, Tommy (USA)
 32 BAEZ, Sebastian (ARG)

Ladies’ Singles
 1 SWIATEK, Iga (POL)
 2 KONTAVEIT, Anett (EST)
 3 JABEUR, Ons (TUN)
 4 BADOSA, Paula (ESP)
 5 SAKKARI, Maria (GRE)
 6 PLISKOVA, Karolina (CZE)
 7 COLLINS, Danielle (USA)
 8 PEGULA, Jessica (USA)
 9 MUGURUZA, Garbine (ESP)
 10 RADUCANU, Emma (GBR)
 11 GAUFF, Coco (USA)
 12 OSTAPENKO, Jelena (LAT)
 13 KREJCIKOVA, Barbora (CZE)
 14 BENCIC, Belinda (SUI)
 15 KERBER, Angelique (GER)
 16 HALEP, Simona (ROU)

 17 RYBAKINA, Elena (KAZ)
 18 TEICHMANN, Jil (SUI)
 19 KEYS, Madison (USA)
 20 ANISIMOVA, Amanda (USA)
 21 GIORGI, Camila (ITA)
 22 TREVISAN, Martina (ITA)
 23 HADDAD MAIA, Beatriz (BRA)
 24 MERTENS, Elise (BEL)
 25 KVITOVA, Petra (CZE)
 26 CIRSTEA, Sorana (ROU)
 27 PUTINTSEVA, Yulia (KAZ)
 28 RISKE, Alison (USA)
 29 KALININA, Anhelina (UKR)
 30 ROGERS, Shelby (USA)
 31 KANEPI, Kaia (EST)
 32 SORRIBES TORMO, Sara (ESP)

The Seedings

SERENA CELEBRATES RETURN WITH DOUBLES WIN AT EASTBOURNE 

Serena Williams enjoyed a triumphant return to tennis after she partnered up with Ons Jabeur for a 2-6, 6-3, 13-11 doubles win over Marie Bouzkova and Sara Sorribes Tormo in the Rothesay International in Eastbourne (United Kingdom) on Tuesday.  
The 23-time Grand Slam champion made her comeback appearance 12 months after she was forced to retire in the first round at Wimbledon due to a right leg injury. Williams took her time to warm up but soon showed flashes of her old self and hit 
numerous volleyed winners to help the new doubles duo begin with a victory in their last-16 tie at Devonshire Park. (PA Media/DPA; Pics: AFP)

QATAR BEAT PORTUGAL AT BEACH HANDBALL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN GREECE 

The Qatar national handball team beat Portugal 2–1 (23–20, 24–26, 9–8) in Group D for their first win at the Beach Handball 
World Championships in Crete, Greece on Tuesday. Qatar earlier went down to Brazil in their opening match. Brazil won 16–17, 
14–10, 8–6. Qatar will next take on New Zealand in their final preliminary round match on Wednesday.



QNA
DOHA

QATAR’S Al Gharafa club on 
Tuesday announced that it 
has signed up Algerian inter-
national Yacine Brahimi for 
one season, from Qatar’s Al 
Rayyan club.

Brahimi, aged 32, is consid-
ered one of the best players in 
the Qatar Stars League through-
out his playing for Al Rayyan in 
the last three years and he also 
won the league’s top-scorer joint 
title with Qatar international 
Akram Afif with 15 goals in the 
2019-20 season.

The playmaker also 
emerged strongly for his country 
Algeria in 2021 Arab Cup which 
took place in Qatar, and won the 
Golden Ball award as the best 
player in the tournament after 
he contributed to his country’s 
crowning the title by defeating 
Tunisia in the final.

It is noteworthy that Bra-
himi had joined Al Rayyan 
in July 2019 on a three-year 
contract, coming from Porto, 
after he started his profes-
sional career at Rennes in the 
French league, and had an-
other professional experience 
with Clermont Foot in France, 
and moved in 2012 from 
Rennes to the Spanish League 
with Granada FC, before mov-
ing to Porto in 2014, which he 
stayed with for 5 years until 
2019 when he joined Qatar’s 
Al Rayyan.

Al Rayyan extend Chilean 
coach Cordova’s contract
Meanwhile, the Al Rayyan Club 
announced the extension of the 
contract of Chilean coach Nico-
las Cordova to lead their first 
football team next season.

In a tweet, the club con-
firmed the continuation of 

the former coach of the Qatari 
Olympic team at the head of 
the technical management of 
the team. The club’s manage-
ment had hired Cordova at the 
end of last season to succeed 
Frenchman Laurent Blanc, 
despite his supervision at the 
time of the Qatari team’s un-
der-23 training after the ap-
proval of the Qatar Federation.

Nicholas Cordova led Al 
Rayyan team to the first round 
of the AFC Champions League 
for the first time in the team’s 

participation in the continen-
tal championship. The coach 
previously coached the Chile 
youth national team, Palestino 
clubs and Santiago Wanderers

Al Arabi extend coach 
Younis Ali’s contract
Al Arabi club announced the 
renewal of its contract with na-
tional coach Younis Ali for an-
other season, in order to lead 
the club’s first football team in 
the new season 2022-2023.

Al Arabi had signed with 
Younis Ali in July last year 
to succeed Icelandic coach 
Heimir Hallgrimsson and he 
managed to lead the team to 
the fourth place in the Qatar 
League last season 2021-2022. 
Ali won with him the title of 
the second edition of the Qatar 
Football Association Cup for 
the same season by winning 
the tournament final against 
Lusail (3-2).

Coach Younis Ali has pre-
viously trained the Qatar team 
as well as Al Markhiya and 
achieved good results with 
both the teams.

Al Gharafa sign Algerian 
international Yacine  

Brahimi from Al Rayyan
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QNA
DOHA

THE Qatar Football Associa-
tion on Tuesday inaugurated 
a training course for profes-
sional players for levels (A and 
B), organized by the Football 
Development Department of 
the federation under the su-
pervision of Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), with the 
participation of a group of Qa-
tari, Arab and African football 
stars, led by some ex-Qatari 
national team players.

The course will be held in 
four stages, starting with the 
first stage from 20 to 28 June 
and the rest of the stages will 
continue until the period lead-
ing up to the opening of FIFA 
World Cup Qatar 2022.

Asian lecturers Fahd Tha-
ni Al Zaraa, Abdul Qadir Al 
Mughaisib and Wissam Shamil 
will give lectures in the course.

In his speech at the open-
ing of the course, Fahad Thani 
Al Zaraa, Director of the De-
velopment Department of 
QFA and Asian lecturer, spoke 
about the details of the course, 
which he said is the first of its 
kind in Asia and the Middle 
East as a double course for lev-
els (A and B). 

Among the professional 
players, pointing out that it 
will be held in several stages in 
line with the great experiences 
of the players participating, 
and in a way that contributes 
to the development of their ex-
pertise in a larger and broader 
way in the science of training 
and football in general, which 
will be reflected in the devel-

opment of football in general 
and specifically in Qatar.

Al Zaraa said that QFA, 
through the Development 
Department, attaches great 
importance to developing 
training through an integrat-
ed vision in holding training 
courses at various levels, in-
cluding for professional play-
ers, similar to this current 
course, in order to graduate 
qualified coaches, pointing 
out that many were selected. 
Among the most prominent 
lecturers who have great ex-
perience to be present in this 
course, such as the Asian lec-
turer Wissam Shamil as the 
course supervisor, in addition 
to many lecturers from Qatar 
and abroad who will lecture 
during the different stages of 
the course.

The Asian lecturer indicat-
ed to the participants that the 

success of the course depends 
on commitment, efforts and 
experiences, noting that only 
ten professional players were 
selected to participate in the 
course out of 40 applicants.

Ahmed Omar, the inter-
national and Asian lecturer, 
expert in development man-
agement at QFA explained in 
his speech that this session is 
being held for the first time in 
this way calling on the partici-
pants to work hard and take 
advantage of the course pro-
gramme in order to achieve 
success and graduation from 
it with the desired benefits by 
providing new experiences in 
the science of training.

He pointed out that the 
quality of the participants in 
the course is of high levels as 
professional players in addition 
to the presence of high-level 
lecturers, considering that the 

course is of a high level and dif-
ferent from other courses due 
to its specificity, adding that 
the participants in the course 
have professional experiences 
in football, to learn more about 
the world of training, which 
they will get through their stud-
ies in this course.

In addition, Fahd Thani 
Al Zaraa told QNA that this 
course is an exceptional dou-
ble course (A and B) and is 
being held by QFA for the first 
time in Asia under the super-
vision of the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) - where 
it was allocated to professional 
players who have accumulated 
great playing experience dur-
ing their representation of 
their clubs and national teams.

He explained that the De-
velopment Department of 
QFA submitted a draft cur-
riculum for this course to AFC 

which approved it, adding that 
the intensive curriculum in 
this course will support the 
participants’ experiences in 
the field of training, and invest 
their capabilities in the near 
future in practising training 
at the level of the professional 
league or in coaching groups, 
whether at clubs or national 
teams, as well as contributing 
to the development of Qatari 
football in general.

Former Qatari national 
team player and of Al Sailiya 
club, Majdi Siddiq, thanked 
QFA for holding this course. 
He said this special course 
provides expertise in the sci-
ence of training. “As profes-
sional players, we aspire to 
qualify ourselves as coaches 
who can serve Qatari football 
and provide the required addi-
tion. It is not enough to have 
experience and history in foot-

ball as a player, but you must 
be provided with information 
and expertise about the sci-
ence of training in order to be 
a qualified coach and success-
ful,” indicating that he hopes 
to work in the field of coaching 
more widely after his retire-
ment as a player.

Qatari national team play-
er of Al Rayyan club Khaled 
Muftah said he expects success 
for this session to benefit and 
to raise the level of experiences 
in playing and training as well.

He stated that attending 
this special training course 
makes a student acquire the 
required information in train-
ing, in addition to that the 
training study adds to each 
player’s new experiences that 
he hasn’t acquired before.

Regarding his future pro-
jects and whether he plans to 
be a coach in the future, Muf-

tah said, “I will remain in the 
football field, whether as a 
coach or as an administrator,” 
describing this course as “an 
opportunity for participants to 
acquire new experiences and 
learn more about training, its 
methods and details, and it is a 
strong addition to them.” 

A group of Qatari, Arab 
and African football stars, in-
cluding former Qatari national 
team players Abdulaziz Al Su-
laiti, Magdy Siddik, Hamed 
Ismail, Khaled Miftah, Khaled 
Abdel Raouf, Abdul Rah-
man Abkar, former Algerian 
international duo Nadir Bel-
haj (formerly Al Sadd and Al 
Sailiya player), and Rafik Hal-
lish will also participate in a 
tournament along with former 
Qatar players Ivorian Yannick 
Sagbo (Umm Salal and Al Sha-
mal player) and Malian Oth-
man Coulibaly (Al Wakra).

QFA holds coaching course for professional players

Qatar Football Association on Tuesday inaugurated a training course for professional players for levels (A and B), organized by the Football Development Department of the federation under the supervision of Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC).

Yacine Brahimi.

Nicolas Cordova.

Mane arrives in Munich to 
complete move from Liverpool

DPA
MUNICH 

SENEGAL forward Sadio 
Mane arrived in Munich on 
Tuesday to complete a transfer 
from Liverpool to Bundesliga 
champions Bayern Munich.

Sky TV showed Mane ar-
rive on a private plane for 
the mandatory medical after 
which he was to sign a three-
year contract. Kicker sports 
magazine said the presen-
tation was scheduled for 
Wednesday.

Neither Liverpool nor Bay-
ern have confirmed the trans-
fer but the clubs are said to 
have agreed on a transfer fee 
of €32 million ($33.7 million) 
which can rise to €41 million 
with add-ons.

Mane is to bolster Bayern 
attack as Serge Gnabry’s fu-
ture appears unclear and top 
scorer Robert Lewandowski 
wants to leave in summer.Sadio Mane in Munich.

Salah has ‘done nothing’ for Egypt: Ex-coach
STATS PERFORM/DPA

MOHAMED Salah has 
achieved “nothing” with Egypt 
and the Liverpool star must 
raise his level when featuring 
for the national team, accord-
ing to former Pharaohs coach 
Hassan Shehata.

In response, Egypt’s for-
mer sports and youth minister 
Khaled Abdel Aziz defended 
the forward, calling him a 
wonderful ambassador and 
unifying figure for the country.

Salah scored 31 goals and 
provided 15 assists across all 
competitions for Liverpool 
as they won the EFL and FA 
Cups last season, also finish-
ing as runners-up in the Pre-
mier League and Champions 
League.

But the forward experi-
enced a more frustrating cam-
paign on the international 
front, as Egypt lost the Africa 
Cup of Nations final on pen-
alties to Senegal in February 
and suffered the same fate in 
March’s crucial World Cup 
qualification play-off - with 
Salah missing from the spot in 
the latter contest.

Those disappointing re-
sults have led Shehata, who 
coached Egypt from 2004 to 
2011 and won consecutive Af-

rica Cup of Nations titles in 
2006, 2008, and 2010, to call 
for improvements from Salah.

“We all know that Salah is 
one of the stars of the world 
and not just one of the stars of 
Egypt,” he told Sada al-Balad. 
“The awards he took and the 
goals he scored give him the 
right to be the top star.

“But technically, and I’m 
sorry to say this, Salah has 
done nothing with the nation-
al team. He should have done 
much better than he has.

He must provide more 

when he plays for his country.” 
However, Shehata did ad-

mit Salah was playing with 
inferior players when joining 
up with the national team, and 
said it was up to coaches to get 
the best from the 30-year-old 
after Egypt put in a series of 
dull displays at this year’s Cup 
of Nations.

“It’s true [that there is a 
difference in quality compared 
to Liverpool],” Shehata said. 

“He should have said this to 
the officials here - although he 
is not the one who chooses the 

players - but he should’ve said 
that the players here are not 
like the players in England.” 

Shehata’s criticisms have 
not gone unnoticed in Egypt, 
with the country’s former 
sports minister Aziz defending 
Salah’s role on and off the pitch.

“Mohamed Salah was 
one of the most important 
soft forces that returned life 
in Egypt to normal after the 
[2013] June 30 revolution,” he 
wrote on Twitter, alongside an 
image of himself with the Liv-
erpool star.

“He was a wonderful glob-
al ambassador for his country 
in a difficult political period 
and led the national team to 
the World Cup after 28 years 
[in 2018].

“And despite the suspen-
sion of the league [after deaths 
occurred amid stadium vio-
lence in 2015] and then the 
league of the two groups, he 
led the team to the final of Af-
rica [Cup of Nations] 2017 af-
ter three consecutive times we 
did not qualify at all.” 

Egypt are seeking their 
third head coach of the calen-
dar year after sacking Ehab 
Galal after only three games 
at the helm last week, just two 
months on from Carlos Quei-
roz quitting the role.

Mohamed Salah, the Liverpool star must raise his level when featur-
ing for the national team, according to former Pharaohs coach  
Hassan Shehata.

FIFA extends right to suspend football contracts in Russia/Ukraine
WORLD football governing body 
FIFA on Tuesday extended the 
right of foreign players and 
coaches to suspend contracts 
with clubs in Russia and 
Ukraine until June next year. 
FIFA said, following a decision 
by its ruling council, that it 
gave “players and coaches the 
opportunity to train, play and 
receive a salary, while protect-
ing Ukrainian clubs and facili-

tating the departure of foreign 
players and coaches from 
Russia.”  The special rule was 
introduced on March 7, within 
two weeks of Russia invading 
Ukraine, initially to June 30 this 
year before being extended. 
FIFA and European football 
ruling body UEFA have banned 
Russian teams from all interna-
tional competitions. Football in 
Ukraine was suspended at the 

start of the invasion and clubs 
have been entered into Euro-
pean competitions this com-
ing term, though they are not 
expected to host games in the 
country. FIFA said it will “con-
tinue to monitor the situation in 
Ukraine” and it “also continues 
to condemn the ongoing use of 
force by Russia ... and calls for 
a rapid cessation of the war and 
a return to peace.” (DPA)

Tevez lands first 
coaching job with 
Rosario Central
CARLOS Tevez is back in foot-
ball as head coach of Argentin-
ian side Rosario Central.
Former Manchester United, 
Manchester City and Juventus 
forward Tevez, who began and 
ended his playing career with 
Boca Juniors, hung up his boots 
in early June.
His appointment with Rosa-
rio Central was confirmed on 
Tuesday as the 38-year-old was 
handed his first coaching job by 
the top-flight club.
Tevez won a remarkable 26 
titles in his career and is among 
only four Argentine players to 
win both CONMEBOL’s Copa Lib-
ertadores and the Champions 
League, lifting the biggest prize 
in European club football with 
United in 2008.
He was a regular member of 
the Argentina national team for 
many years, featuring alongside 
the likes of Lionel Messi, Sergio 
Aguero and Gonzalo Higuain, 
but missed out on the squad for 
the 2014 World Cup where the 
team finished as runners-up to 
Germany. (STATS Perform/DPA)
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Vinicius Junior has confirmed 
his intentions to stay with Real 
Madrid, declaring: “I will con-
tinue with the biggest team in 
the world”.

The winger initially strug-
gled to make his mark after ar-
riving from Flamengo in 2018 
for a reported €46 million 
($48.4 million) fee.

However, Vinicius enjoyed 
a breakthrough season in the 
2021-22 term, scoring 22 goals 
in 52 games in all competi-
tions, seven more than in 118 
games for Los Blancos in his 
previous three campaigns (15).

The Brazil international 
scored the winning goal in 
the Champions League final 
against Liverpool, but there 
were some suggestions he 
could be tempted by a move to 
Paris Saint-Germain.

He has quelled those Ma-
drid fears by announcing his 
desire to stay in the Spanish 
capital, with the expectancy he 
will sign a new contract until 
June 2027. “I will continue in 
the biggest team in the world,” 
the Madrid star said on ‘Bem, 
Amigos!’ of SporTV.

“It’s the most united team 
since I arrived. The celebrations 
were different this year. We all 
felt something special.  

“Younger people arrived 
with Rodrygo, [Eder] Militao, 
[Eduardo] Camavinga and 
me. Everyone likes each other 
and that’s important.

“It’s the best atmosphere 
in the world. Everybody wants 
to be there. The most experi-
enced give us peace of mind 
and freedom to do what they 
want.” Vinicius will look to 
partner with Neymar for Bra-
zil to deliver World Cup glory 
later this year.

He still sees Neymar as 
the best player for Brazil as he 
learns to cope with the pres-
sure of playing for the Selecao.

“He is our best player. The 
rivals always focus more on 
him and he asks us to run into 
space because he has a great 
quality to find us,” he added.  

“He does everything for me, 
he is a great friend. The pres-
sure is greater for him being 
older. He calls it responsibil-
ity. He also takes it away from 
us, from those who are arriving.  

“Playing for the national 
team is a lot of pressure, but 
we’re getting used to it.”

Vinicius confirms 
Real Madrid stay

Koepka set to join LIV Golf
PA MEDIA/DPA

LONDON 

FOUR-TIME major winner 
Brooks Koepka is set to be-
come the latest player to join 
the Saudi-backed LIV Golf In-
vitational Series, the PA news 
agency understands.

Koepka, whose brother 
Chase played in the opening 
event at Centurion Club earlier 
this month, is expected to play 
in the second 54-hole, 48-man 
tournament - which has a prize 
fund of 25 million US dollars - 
in Portland, Oregon, next week.

The former world number 
one will be suspended by the 
PGA Tour as a result of his de-
cision, which comes after he 
complained that questions on 
the topic were throwing a “black 
cloud” over the US Open.

Asked in his pre-tourna-

ment press conference why he 
had seemingly decided to stay 
on the PGA Tour, Koepka said: 
“There’s been no other option 
to this point, so where else are 
you going to go?” 

When the reporter pointed 
out that the LIV events had 
started, Koepka added: “As of 
last week. That’s it. I wasn’t 
playing last week.

Koepka won the US Open 
in 2017 and 2018 and the US 
PGA Championship in 2018 
and 2019, but the 32-year-old 
has been hampered by injuries 
in recent years and is currently 
ranked 19th in the world.

Nevertheless, his defection 
will be a big blow to the PGA 
Tour on the day that commis-
sioner Jay Monahan had called 
a player meeting at the Travel-
ers Championship to provide 
updates and answer questions.

STATS PERFORM/DPA
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The Golden State Warriors 
celebrated their NBA champi-
onship with a parade through 
the streets of San Francisco on 
Monday.

A 103-90 success over the 
Boston Celtics at TD Garden in 
Game 6 of the NBA Finals last 
Thursday clinched a 4-2 win 
for the Warriors, who lifted 
the Larry O’Brien Trophy for 
the first time since 2018.

It marked the culmina-
tion of a stunning recov-
ery from Golden State, who 
lost Kevin Durant in free 
agency following the 2019 
Finals loss to the Toronto 
Raptors and had the worst 
record in the league in the 
following season, with Klay 
Thompson missing the first 
of two straight years due to 
ACL damage and Stephen 
Curry playing just five games 
of the truncated campaign.

The Warriors lost a play-
in game against the Memphis 
Grizzlies in 2020-21 but beat 
them en route to a fourth 
championship in eight years 

this season.
Curry, who was named 

Finals MVP for the first time 
in his decorated career, ex-
plained why he was so emo-

tional after the latest success 
as he addressed fans who 
gathered to celebrate in the 
streets.

“Whether you say it out 

loud or you internalise it, you 
carry the journey with you,” 
said Curry.

“To know what we’ve all 
been through, what my broth-

er [Thompson] went through 
over almost three years, what 
we went through as a team to 
try to re-tool, regroup, reju-
venate what we had, and just 
taking snapshots of the last 

three years, all that came out 
when the final horn sounded.

“It wasn’t just the work we 
put in last week, a month ago, 
it’s the work we started when 
we changed buildings and try-

ing to carry that championship 
DNA with us. But that emotion 
was everything, just letting it 
out and letting you know that 
we’re back. What are they gon-
na say now?”

Warriors celebrate NBA championship with San Francisco parade

US basketball player Stephen Curry (L) holds the MVP trophy alongside teammate Damion Lee (R) as they 
celebrate from a double decker bus during the Golden State Warriors NBA Championship victory parade 
along Market Street in San Francisco, California on Monday. (AFP)

Klay Thompson of the Golden State Warriors celebrates with the crowd during the Victory Parade on Monday in 
San Francisco, California. Golden State Warriors beat Boston Celtics 4-2 to win the 2022 NBA Finals. (Getty/AFP)

Vinicius Junior.

Asalanka, spinners fire Sri Lanka 
to unassailable series lead

ICC
COLOMBO

SPIN did the trick for Sri Lan-
ka as they beat Australia by 
four runs in the fourth ODI in 
Colombo to take an unassail-
able 3-1 lead in the series on 
Tuesday.

Put in to bat first, it was 
the worst possible start for Sri 
Lanka who were rocked at the 
very start of the innings. Glenn 
Maxwell outfoxed Niroshan 
Dickwella in the second over, 
the batter dancing down the 
tracks only to be completely 
deceived by the flight of the de-
livery and be stumped by Alex 
Carey. Kusal Mendis saw his 
stumps uprooted after a beau-
tiful delivery by Pat Cummins. 
Mitchell Marsh also made an 
immediate impact, getting the 
vital wicket of Patum Nissan-
ka, as the hosts found them-
selves reeling at 34/3. 

A big partnership was 
the need of the hour for the 
hosts. They got exactly that 
with Dhananjaya de Silva and 
Charith Asalanka steadying 
the ship. After a sedate start, 
the pair upped the ante, reg-
istering a 101-run partner-
ship off just 100 deliveries. 
Dhananjaya de Silva would 
perish relatively soon after 
reaching his half-century, but 
Asalanka would carry on to 
make it count big. 

Maiden ton delight  
for Asalanka
Asalanka would continue to 
battle hard for the Lankan 
cause, registering some crucial 
partnerships with Dunith Wel-
lalage and Wandindu Hasa-
ranga. In the process, he also 
brought up his maiden inter-
national ton. He ended with a 

110 off 106 deliveries, a crucial 
knock that ensured Sri Lanka 
were not skittled out after a 
nervy start. Hasaranga (21* off 
20) and Wellalage (19 off 35) 
also played handy knocks as Sri 
Lanka posted 258 in 49 overs. 

Warner drops anchor 
It was a tricky chase, and while 
David Warner sealed up one 
end, he lost many partners. 
Aaron Finch, his opening part-
ner, fell early on, and he was 
swiftly followed back into the 
dugout by Mitchell Marsh, 

Marnus Labuschagne and Alex 
Carey, all of whom got off to de-
cent starts but failed to convert 
them. Warner, however, proved 
to be the biggest thorn for Sri 
Lanka. He kept the scoreboard 
ticking, and brought up a bril-
liant half-century.

Sri Lanka spin a web 
Despite Warner’s best efforts, 
the lack of support from the 
other end led to Australia’s 
downfall. Warner looked well 
on course to notch up his 19th 
ODI ton, but his innings ended 

in heartbreak as he fell just one 
short of the mark, stumped on 
99 off Dhananjaya de Silva. 
The off-spinner, in fact, would 
play a major role in turning 
the tide of the match as he also 
snared Travis Head just as a 
partnership was brewing be-
tween him and Warner.

On a deck that was assist-
ing the spinners, Sri Lanka’s 
decision to field a battery of 
them paid dividends. They put 
a stranglehold on the Austral-
ian batters for long periods, 
the pressure eventually telling 

on the visitors, with wickets 
falling in a flurry. The spinners 
would scalp seven of the 10 
Australian wickets on the day. 
Despite Cummins’ late efforts, 
Sri Lanka held their nerves to 
win by four runs and take a 3-1 
lead in the series. 
Scores: Sri Lanka 258 all out 
in 49 overs  (Asalanka 110, de 
Silva 60, Marsh 2-29, Cummins 
2-37, Kuhnemann 2-56) beat 
Australia 254 all out in 50 
overs (Warner 99, Cummins 35, 
Karunaratne 2-19, de Silva 2-39, 
Vandersay 2-40) by 4 runs.

Sri Lanka’s Charith Asalanka (R) celebrates his century during the fourth One-Day International against Australia at the R. Premadasa Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium in Colombo on Tuesday. (AFP)

Frankfurt sign World Cup winner Gotze until 2025
DPA

FRANKFURT 

MARIO Gotze, Germany’s 
hero from the 2014 World 
Cup triumph, will return to 
his home country after sign-
ing for Europa League win-
ners Eintracht Frankfurt.

Frankfurt said on Tues-
day the player agreed on 
a contract until 2025, but 
did not confirm reports of 
a €4-million ($4.2-million) 
transfer fee.

“This club has had an 
extraordinary development 
and taken an exciting and 
ambitious path,” Gotze said. 

“From the stadium to the 
fans and the city, everything 
suits me. I’m really looking 
forward to my return to the 
Bundesliga.” 

Götze was a teen sensa-
tion at Borussia Dortmund, 
where he won Bundesliga ti-
tles in 2011 and 2012, before 
moving to Bayern Munich 
for 37 million a year later.

But despite collecting 
several more club titles, and 
scoring the extra-time win-
ning goal against Argentina 
in the final as Germany lift-
ed the World Cup in Brazil, 
Götze struggled for consist-
ency and a 2016 return to 
Dortmund failed to reignite 
his spark.

He moved to the Neth-
erlands in 2020 to try to  
rediscover his form away 
from the Bundesliga spot-
light and played solidly for 
PSV, culminating in the 
Dutch Cup success in the 
past season.

Roger Schmidt, Götze’s 
former coach in Eindhoven, 
left for Benfica and media re-
ports said he wanted to take 
the attacker with him to Lis-
bon.

But Götze instead has de-
cided for a return to the Bun-
desliga and will also be back 
in the Champions League 
this year as Eintracht’s sur-
prise Europa League victory 
earned them a maiden spot 
in the modern version of the 
elite competition.

“The fact that a player like 
Mario Götze has chosen Ein-
tracht Frankfurt with convic-
tion amid numerous offers, 
speaks for the outstanding 
image that the club has built 
up over the past few years,” 
Frankfurt sporting director 
Markus Krösche said.

In this file photo taken on May 11, 2022 PSV Eindhoven German mid-
fielder Mario Gotze (R) fights for the ball with Nijmegen’s Dutch Bart 
van Rooij during their Dutch Eredivisie match at the Phillips stadium 
in Eindhoven, Netherlands. (AFP)
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Majlis e Frogh e Urdu Adab remembers 
crucial literary services of Urdu scholar

MAJLIS e Frogh e Urdu 
Adab (MFUA), Doha, 
Qatar and other promi-
nent local Urdu literary 

figures have expressed pro-
found grief over the death of 
Prof Dr Gopi Chand Narang.

“Narang was a renowned 
Urdu scholar, linguist, theorist, 
critic, researcher and intellec-
tual, who wrote in Urdu, Hindi 
and English. He remained 
chairman of the jury which de-
cided the names of the winners 
of Majlis e Frogh e Urdu Adab 
Award, from India since 1996 
until his demise,” said MFUA 
Chairman Mohammad Atiq.

Narang recently passed 
away in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, USA, where he was liv-
ing with his son. He was born 
on February 11, 1931 in Dukki, 
a small town in Baluchistan 
(now in Pakistan). His father, 
Dharam Chand Narang, was a 
litterateur and scholar of Per-
sian and Sanskrit, who inspired 
Gopi’s interest in literature.

Narang received a Mas-
ter’s degree in Urdu from Delhi 
University and a research fel-
lowship from the Ministry of 
Education, to complete his PhD 
in 1958. Narang taught Urdu 
literature at the prestigious St 
Stephens College (1957-58). He 
joined Delhi University, where 
he became a Reader in 1961. In 
1963 and 1968, he was a Visit-

ing Professor at the University 
of Wisconsin, and also taught at 
the University of Minnesota and 
the University of Oslo. 

He joined Jamia Millia Is-

lamia University in New Delhi 
as a professor in 1974, rejoin-
ing the University of Delhi from 
1986 to 1995. In 2005, the Uni-
versity named him a Professor 

Emiritus.
Narang’s first book 

(Karkhandari Dialect of Urdu) 
was published in 1961. He pub-
lished more than 64 books in 
Urdu, English and Hindi. In 
1995, Narang won the Sahitya 
Akademy Award for his com-
prehensive work ‘Sakhtiyat, 
Pas-Sakhtiyat aur Mashriqui 
Sheriyat’. 

He remained chairman 
of Sahitya Akademy for many 
years. Narang was the first Urdu 
scholar who received the Pad-
ma Bhushan Award from In-
dia and Sitara-e-Imtiaz Award 
from Pakistan. He is recipient 
of 7th Aalmi Frogh e Urdu Adab 
Award of the MFUA in 2002.

Green Olive International:  
A trusted name in electronic 

appliances repairing business

ESTABLISHED in 2012, 
Green Olive International 
(WLL) is a trusted name in 

the electronic appliances re-
pairing business.

“We repair all kinds of 
smartphones, tablets, I-pads, 
laptops, Sony PlayStation con-
soles and video games at very 
affordable rates. We have a 
team of experienced techni-
cians comprising Feroz Pasha, 

Sirajul Alam and Mohd Shayer 
Shagor,” said manager Sha-
keel Arshad.

“Besides repairing of elec-
tronic products, we also offer 
services related to installation, 
maintenance and trouble-
shooting of satellite dishes and 
internet cables,” remarked 
managing director Arif Hus-
sain.

The outlet has a good 

stock of mobile accessories 
like cases, covers, screen 
protectors, power banks, 
data cables, headphones, 
earphones and AirPods 
at very reasonable prices. 
Green Olive is convenient-
ly located at Star Trading 
Complex, Al Azizyah Com-
mercial Street. For further 
information, please contact 
GSM: 50051088.

File photo of Prof Dr Gopi Chand Narang delivering the presidential 
address at the 15th Aalmi Frogh e Urdu Adab Award and 17th Aalmi 
Mushaira function in 2011.

Prof Dr Gopi Chand Narang stands next to Aalmi Frogh e Urdu Adab Award winner Dr Amjad Islam Amjad in Doha 
(File photo).

Office-bearers of PML (N) Welfare–Qatar pledge 
to work for betterment of overseas Pakistanis

A
T a meeting held in Doha re-
cently, the recently-inducted 
office-bearers of Pakistan 
Muslim League (Nawaz) Wel-
fare–Qatar pledged to dis-

charge their responsibilities diligently and 
work for the betterment of overseas Paki-
stanis.

While thanking Mian Muhammad 
Nawaz Sharif for their recent appoint-
ments, the speakers pledged to support 
the policies of the present government un-
der the “able leadership of Prime Minister 
Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif”. They 
were optimistic that the present regime 
will overcome the energy crisis and is fully 
capable of strengthening the economy of 
Pakistan and putting the country back on 
the track to progress. They observed with 
regret that “the previous regime failed to 
take any measures to meet the growing 
energy needs of the country as there was 
no issue of load shedding in the country 
during the PML (N) government”.

They said the PML (N) always gives 
importance to overseas Pakistanis for 
their contribution in the progress and 
prosperity of their country. They also sup-
ported the present government’s move to 
give representation to overseas Pakistanis 
in Parliament as the proposed bill will 
play an important role in the future poli-
tics of the country because more than nine 
million Pakistanis reside abroad. 

They also assured that they will ac-

tively engage in social and welfare activi-
ties of expatriate Pakistanis in Qatar. They 
said they will not only help Pakistanis in 
resolving their genuine issues in Qatar but 
also address their issues related to educa-
tion, legal and property disputes back in 
Pakistan with the help of

Punjab Overseas Pakistanis Commis-
sion.

PML–N (International Affairs and 
Overseas Pakistanis) has announced 
names of new office-bearers for Qatar for 
a term of two years with effect from June 

12, 2022.
“With the approval of the Quaid (Mian 

Muhammad Nawaz Sharif) and the Presi-
dent (Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif) 
PML-N, the undersigned is pleased to no-
tify the following appointments for a term 
of two years with effect from the date of 
the notification,” read the letter signed by 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar. 

The new office-bearers are Ch Parvez 
lqbal (Chairman), Rashid Rafiq Butt (Pres-
ident), Qazi Asghar (Senior Vice Presi-
dent), Malik Nadeem (Senior Vice Presi-

dent), Kabal Khan (Senior Vice President), 
Chaudhary Mazhar (Senior Vice Presi-
dent), Muhammad Nawaz Khan (Senior 
Vice President), Eng Qamar Zaman Bhatti 
(Vice President and Head of Social Me-
dia), Dr Ali Sajid Rana (Vice President), 
Parvez Akhtar Rao (Vice President), Tahir 
Rafi (Vice President), Ghulam Rabbani 
Baig (Vice President), Jawad Abbasi (Sec-
retary General), Changrez Khan (Deputy 
Secretary General), Hamad B Farooqi 
(Information Secretary and Head of Me-
dia), Sajida Syed (Head of Women Wing), 

Mubassar H Bangash (Head of Youth Co-
ordination), Shahbaz Khalil (Deputy Head 
of Youth Coordination), Ch Mohammed 
Ajmal (Chief Coordinator), Malik Shahid 
(Member Central Executive Committee), 
Rana Anwar Ali (Member Central Execu-
tive Committee) and Tahir Afzal (Member 
Central Executive Committee).

“I hope that the above mentioned of-
fice-bearers will discharge their respon-
sibilities diligently and work for the bet-
terment of PML (N) and Pakistan,” added 
Dar in the letter.

The newly-inducted office-bearers of PML (N) Welfare–Qatar

PML–N (International Affairs and Overseas Pakistanis) has announced the  names of the new office-bearers for 
Qatar for a term of two years with effect from June 12, 2022

Chairman of PML (N) Welfare–Qatar Ch Parvez lqbal addresses office-bearers.

Muhammad Nawaz Khan Qamar Zaman BhattiParvez Akhtar Rao  Ch Mohammed Ajmal



PRIME Minister and Minister of Interior 
HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz 
Al Thani on Tuesday met with President of 
Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and 
his accompanying delegation, on the side-
lines of the Qatar Economic Forum 2022 at 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Doha.

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior also met with Prime Minister of 
Georgia Irakli Garibashvili.

During the meetings, they reviewed the 
bilateral relations between Qatar and the 
two countries, and the ways of strengthen-
ing them in various fields, in addition to 

discussing the latest regional and interna-
tional situations of common interest. 

After the meetings, the prime minister 
and his Georgian counterpart witnessed 
the signing of an agreement on encourag-
ing and protecting mutual investments, 
and an agreement on economic, commer-
cial and technical cooperation between the 
two countries.

The two agreements were signed by 
Minister of Commerce and Industry HE 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Qas-
sim Al Thani and Minister of Economy and 
Sustainable Development of Georgia Levan 

Davitashvili.
The Prime Minister and Minister of 

Interior also met separately with Cabinet 
Secretary for the Ministry of Interior and 
Coordination of National Government of 
Kenya Dr Fred Matiang’i and the Global 
Chairman of PricewaterhouseCoopers 
(PwC) Bob Moritz.

During the meetings, they reviewed 
global challenges facing the economy, es-
pecially after the COVID-19 pandemic, in 
addition to discussing a number of security 
and consulting issues of common interest. 
(QNA)
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QATAR ECONOMIC FORUM 2022

AMIR MEETS EXXONMOBIL CHAIRMAN, HEADS OF STATES

The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on Tuesday met with Chairman and CEO of the ExxonMobil Corporation, Darren Woods, on the sidelines of the Qatar Economic Forum 2022. They discussed relations between Qatar and 
ExxonMobil and the ways of developing them. HH the Amir also met with a number of heads of states and governments and heads of delegations of countries participating in the Qatar Economic Forum 2022. HH the Amir met President of Kazakh-
stan Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, President of Namibia Hage Geingob, President of Togo Faure Essozimna Gnassingbe, President of Sierra Leone Dr Julius Maada Bio, Prime Minister of Georgia Irakli Garibashvili and former President of Kosovo Atifete 
Jahjaga. The meeting was attended by Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani. (QNA)

Amir attends reception, dinner of Qatar Economic Forum 2022
QNA 
DOHA

THE Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani attended the reception ceremony held on 
the occasion of Qatar Economic Forum 2022, pow-
ered by Bloomberg, at the Ritz-Carlton, Doha on 
Tuesday. 

The reception was attended by President of 
Namibia Hage Geingob, President of Togo Faure 
Gnassingbe, President of Sierra Leone Julius Maada 
Bio, former president of Kosovo Atifete Jahjaga, 
President of FIFA Gianni Infantino.

The ceremony was also attended by Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani and a number of 
ministers, senior policy makers, academics, think-
ers, businessmen and media representatives. 

HH the Amir also attended the dinner banquet 
in honour of heads of state, government and ranking 
officials participating at the forum.

PM meets with leaders at QEF

Many global issues require 
political solution, says Amir
HH the Amir said, “There are 
issues that have no economic 
solution; these include the 
war and its devastating con-
sequences on Ukraine and 
many other countries and 
peoples. The solution, in this 
case, can only be politically 
oriented. Given the circum-
stances of war, the food crisis 
should neither be left to the 
law of supply and demand 
nor should the issue of ex-
treme poverty be left to the 
poor countries to face alone.”

“Our success in overcom-
ing these challenges remains 
dependent on the ability of 
all our countries to adhere to 
a set of principles, foremost 
among which is the consoli-
dation of justice, equality and 
solidarity and rejection of 
double standards.”

HH the Amir said sup-
porting the economy, in-
vestment and innovation in 
parallel with consolidating 

shared human values and 
peacekeeping is the way to 
build the necessary capacities 
in order to transcend crises 
and overcome challenges fac-
ing humanity as a whole, such 
as the threat of epidemics and 
climate change, which is one 
of the most serious challenges 
that we face in our time.

HH the Amir said Qatar 
assumes its responsibility as 
an active partner in the in-
ternational community to 
confront climate change in 
its various economic, envi-
ronmental and social dimen-
sions. Qatar has been one of 
the pioneering and leading 
countries at the global level to 
establish the ‘Net-Zero Pro-
ducers Forum’, which is an 
international initiative aimed 
at cementing the principles 
upon which the Paris Agree-
ment on Climate Change was 
concluded, especially in the 
field of developing practical 
strategies to reduce carbon 
emissions to net zero emis-

sions, promoting a circular 
economy approach, and de-
veloping energy technologies.

The opening was attended 
by President of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev, President 
of the Republic of Namibia 
Hage Geingob, President of 
the Togolese Republic Faure 
Essozimna Gnassingbe, Pres-
ident of the Republic of Sierra 
Leone Dr Julius Maada Bio, 
Prime Minister of Georgia 
Irakli Garibashvili and heads 
of delegations of sisterly and 
friendly countries.

The opening was also at-
tended by Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin 
Abdulaziz Al Thani, a number 
of sheikhs, ministers, heads 
of diplomatic missions ac-
credited to the State, senior 
policy makers, parliamentar-
ians, thinkers, economists, 
businessmen, media and rep-
resentatives of regional and 
international organisations.
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