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QATAR, the host of 2022 FIFA 
World Cup, has a wealth of beauty 
and culture to offer large numbers 
of people visiting the country from 

all over the world. Here is a list of the beauti-
ful places one can visit. 

MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC ART (MIA)
The Museum of Islamic Art (MIA) rep-

resents Islamic art from three continents 
over 1,400 years. MIA is the flagship of Qa-
tar Museums which is transforming Qatar 
into a cultural capital of the Middle East. 
Located in the heart of a body of still, clear 
water,  the white building has sharp, boxed 
edges, and stands alone on the water. Step 
into it, you will be struck by the intricacies of 
its interior, which sharply contrasts with the 
simplicity of its exterior. Through safeguard-
ing masterpiece collections of Islamic art 
and showcasing extraordinary exhibitions, 
MIA shares knowledge, spreading curiosity, 
understanding, and joy.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF QATAR
The National Museum of Qatar (NMoQ) 

is dedicated to bringing to life the unique 
story of Qatar and its people. Designed as a 
vibrant and immersive space, diverse com-
munities can come together and experience 
Qatar’s past, present and future. The com-
plex form of the desert rose, found in Qatar’s 
arid desert regions, inspired the striking de-
sign of the new museum building, conceived 
by French architect Jean Nouvel. In addition 
to the unique architecture and stunning gal-
lery spaces, visitors can enjoy a 220-seat au-
ditorium; eat at two new restaurants or café 
and experience a traditional food forum. For 
scholars and students, the museum offers a 
new research centre and laboratories along 
with access to digital archives.  

SOUQ WAQIF
If you are looking for a wonderful place 

to shop, to dine, to explore or simply sitting 
at one of the many attractive outdoor cafes 
to watch the world pass by, look nowhere but 
Souq Waqif in Doha. For centuries, this loca-
tion has been a souq for Bedouins (nomads 
who have historically inhabited the Arabian 
and Syrian deserts) to take the wool and ani-
mals to trade for daily necessities. With time 
passing, the souq started to run down.  In 
2004, it was decided to preserve this histori-
cal site so the entire market area has been 
renovated and restored according to the tra-
ditional Qatari architectural techniques.

Besides the main street, don’t forget to 
explore the labyrinth like alleyways to find 
more stores. Here, you will find both sou-
venirs for tourists and shopping for locals – 

from fabric, spices, and perfume to garden 
equipment and pets.

KATARA MOSQUE
The Katara Mosque is situated in the cen-

tre of the Katara Cultural Village site, where 
some of the most beautiful architecture in 
the Middle East is just waiting to be seen. The 
design of the Katara Mosque is unlike typical 
mosques in Qatar. The building is a mosaic 
of predominantly blue tiles, with hints of red 
and yellow. You will be blown away by the 
intricate designs and the equally complex in-
terior. Accompanying the mosque are three 
spiked pillars reaching for the sky.

AL-ZUBARAH FORTRESS
In the middle of nowhere, sand stretches 

ahead of you for miles before this ferocious 
fortress comes into sight. The fortress’ beau-
ty lies in its lonesomeness, and you can ap-

proach it on camel-back at a leisurely pace. 
As you stand beneath this fortress, you will 
feel a sense of being connected to an exciting 
and influential history.

BARZAN TOWERS
The Barzan Towers feature brilliant ar-

chitecture, but to fully experience their beau-
ty, you will have to make your way to the top. 
Once there, feast your eyes on the views. The 
building itself is quite formidable and beauti-
ful in its own way. 

INLAND SEA (DUNE BASHING)
A trip to Qatar would be a waste without 

this incredibly adventurous journey into the 
desert. Considered as one of Qatar’s finest 
treasure Khor Al Adaid (also known as the 
Inland Sea) is a breathtakingly beautiful 
area surrounded by large golden sand 
dunes offering a stunning view.

DOHA CORNICHE
Easily one of the most popular locations 

among walkers and joggers, the Doha Cor-
niche is a waterfront promenade. While it is 
a popular place for exercising in the morn-
ing, it attracts a diverse crowd who are look-
ing for spectacular views of the city’s skyline. 

THE PEARL QATAR
The Pearl is an artificial, man-made is-

land located offshore of Doha’s West Bay La-
goon area. The name comes from the loca-
tion in which the island was built on, which 
was one of Qatar’s previous major pearl div-
ing sites. Many would come here to shop in 
the many high-end retail shops in the area, or 
simply to walk along the beautiful boardwalk 
overlooking the marina filled with many in-
ternational cafes and restaurants. 

ASPIRE PARK
Aspire park is one of the largest parks in 

the Gulf region and is one of Qatar’s finest 
landscapes. It attracts a big crowd daily, es-
pecially during the weekends. You’ll often see 
families walking around or having picnics in 
the lush green environment of the park.

Another attraction the park has to offer is 
the Torch Tower, or also known as the Aspire 
Tower. It is an astonishing 300m high build-
ing which served as a giant torch for the 15th 
Asian Games and is now a beautiful hotel. 

ISLAMIC CULTURAL CENTRE  (FANAR)
The Islamic Cultural Centre, also known 

as FANAR, is located in the spiral mosque 
near Souq Waqif. 

AL BIDDA PARK
Al Bidda Park, previously known as Al 

Rumailah Park, is a newly renovated park 
situated between Corniche Street and Maaji-
lis Al Taawon Street. 

The best places to 
visit in Qatar QATAR:  

The Cultural Capital of the Middle East
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Amazing  
Philippines 
Best destinations  
for every traveller

What better ways to experience a 
country but through its history. Vigan 
City would definitely take you back to 
the historical times of the Philippines 
through its preserved or restructured 
Spanish-styled ancient houses down to 
its streets made of bricks and stones. 
It’s like jumping into a history book. 
Due to its rich history, this city is the 
first and only UNESCO-declared World 
Heritage City of the Philippines. 

This island, which was closed for six 
months for restoration, has now 
been opened again for tourists to 
indulge (with a limited number as of 
the moment). But if you’re down to 
experience the fine-grained white 
sand of one of the most famous 
beaches in the Philippines, visit 
Boracay, this place will surely make 
you want to come back over and 
over again.  

This may be considered as the 
crown jewel of Leyte. It has 
become famous for so many 
international cruise ships’ 
stopover and to anchor down 
onto its long white sand bar. You 
can also enjoy a variety of 
activities in this island like 
experiencing being a local – 
away with the city life you have 
lived in so far.

This place is a must for food lovers. 
You’ll find mouth-watering food such as 
famous La Paz Batchoy and Pancit 
Molo. Aside from being known for their 
rich flavoured food, Iloilo is also home 
to many historical places. But above all 
of these, lies beautiful islands that you 
wouldn’t want to miss including 
Guimaras Islands.

Words are not necessary to describe 
how tropical the Philippines is, but there 
are a few areas which are exempted 
from the heat, but yet, experience the 
cold -- and Tagaytay is one of them. Ta-
gaytay provides spectacular views that 
are something worth seeing. Some of 
the places to visit here are the Taal Vol-
cano and Lake. It has the signature of a 
huge cratered mouth that is worth see-
ing. One of the best places to view the 
beauty of Taal volcano and the lake is at 
the Picnic Grove, which is another must-
go-to in Tagaytay which has a lot of out-
door activities that you can do. Another 
place to go and see the beauty of Tagay-
tay is at the People’s Park In The Sky. 

This place would surely sweep you away 
from its landscapes down to its 
beaches. It’s like a paradise filled with 
the landscapes, mountains and 
beaches, which makes it perfect for a 
movie location. One of the most famous 
landmarks here are the lighthouses that 
would complete the picture perfect film. 
One stop that you must try here is the 
Honesty Coffee Shop, wherein you will 
pay and record your payable goods 
without anyone checking over you. As 
the famous saying goes, “Honesty is the 
best policy”.

Labeled as the “Island Born of 
Fire”, Camiguin holds the record 
for the island with most number 
of volcanoes for every square 
kilometer in the world. Some of 
these are Mount Uhay, Mount 
Hibok-Hibok, Mount Vulcan and 
Mount Mambajao. But there are 
more than volcanoes in the area. 
There are falls, beaches, 
basically everything you’re 
looking for in nature. 

Labeled as the surfing capital of the 
Philippines, it is a crib for surf 
enthusiasts who like to ride the waves 
until they can. It is home of the famous 
“Cloud 9” which occurs along General 
Luna coast. But if you’re not a fan of 
the waves, there are also plenty to see 
and experience in Siargao such as its 
Guyam Island, Daku Island, Sohoton 
Cove National Park, Pacifico Beach and 
Magpupungko Tide Pools. 

While this island 
is named as one 
of the most 
mysterious 
places to visit in 
the Philippines 
as it is ground 
for witches, 
sorcerers and 
mythical 
supernatural 
creatures, don’t let the fear of the unknown stop you 
from visiting the mythical gifts from nature found  in this 
island. To name a few are the Kagusuan Beach, 
Salagdoong Beach, Lugnason Falls, Cambugahay Falls 
and Paliton Beach.

Yes, Manila is the capital city of the Philippines. It is 
chaotic, crowded and loud. But Manila is filled with 
history, rich culture, and packed with people of all walks 
of life. This is where you can experience and taste all 
different kinds of food that Philippines has to offer. This is 
a city that doesn’t sleep as it’s a bustling metropolis 
packed with different establishment that offers 
refreshments and entertainment all day and all night.  

VIGAN

BORACAY

KALANGGAMAN ISLAND

ILOILO CITY

TAGAYTAY

BATANES

CAMIGUIN 
ISLAND

SIARGAO ISLAND

MANILA

SIQUIJOR

The Philippines, a tropical country comprising islands that lays in the 
warmth water of the Pacific Ocean, is one of the ideal vacation 
destinations in the world. Philippines has over 7,000 islands to choose 
from and here are some of the best destinations worth visiting and 
experience their beauty that to without breaking your bank. 
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Tel: +974 44365252
customercare.qatar@unimoni.com
www.unimoni.com/qat

The holiday season is around the corner and 
holiday-goers in Qatar are actively browsing 
through travel apps and are on the phone with 

travel agents to find the best deals. For most of us, 
holiday planning can be a stressful, time-consuming 
and exhausting experience. A shorter way would be 
to ask experts in the field who can share valuable 
tips and thoughts which can save that extra riyal or 
add that extra quotient to your travel experience. 

Here we are, catching up with avid traveller 
Floyd Johny, General Manager & Country Head at 
Unimoni Exchange, Qatar.  

Q: To start with, how is the travel season go-
ing to be in terms of choices?

A: Today’s traveller has many choices in front 
of him, or more aptly put, at his fingertips. Many 
global airlines and travel portals offer great pack-
ages and better-than-the-other deals, which makes 
it a buyers’ market where the traveller stands to 
benefit. That is, when the traveller knows what to 
look out for. 

Choices are aplenty, but one needs to exercise 
caution as every travel portal or booking service 
might not yield the same experience. It’s always 
better to choose from among the leading players 
as the travel experience starts much before the 
actual travel.

Typically, we see a surge in travel-related ac-
tivities from April/May to September. During these 
months, which coincide with school holidays and 
the summer season, outbound travel is high. 

While expatriates tend to travel out to their 
home countries, a large number of Qataris also 
choose this time for holidaying. The fact that resi-
dents of Qatar have the option of visa-on-arrival for 
many countries makes travelling out of the country 
more viable. 

If we take foreign currency exchange as an 
indicator of preferred destinations, we have seen 
great movements in the currencies of the United 
Kingdom, Turkey, Europe and South East Asia. 

Eastern European countries like Georgia, Azerbai-
jan and Armenia are also becoming top holiday 
destinations, looking at the demand for the cur-
rencies of these countries.

Q: How important is the knowledge of cur-
rency exchange rate for a traveller?

A: Well, as you said, Unimoni is a strong player 
in foreign currency exchange, dealing in more than 
40 foreign currencies and serving both retail cus-
tomers through our branch network and corporates 
through our wholesale currency solutions unit.

The exchange rate is among the most dynamic 

factors that a traveller will encounter as he plans 
his holiday. As a thumb rule, it is advisable to book 
your travel tickets well in advance as rates skyrock-
et closer to the intended travel date. However, when 
it comes to foreign currency, the exchange rates 
fluctuate almost daily and even many a times over 
the course of a single day. This makes it difficult to 
decide the ideal time to buy foreign currency. 

It is always sensible to deal with an accom-
plished player when it comes to foreign currency 
exchange as they are in a better position to offer 
good deals given their wider base of transactions. 

We notice that unfortunately currency is among 

the last purchases a traveller does before his travel. 
It would be ideal to start monitoring the currency you 
want to buy as early as possible so that over time 
you understand the trends that it goes through and 
be informed to take advantage of the rates. In sup-
port of this, at Unimoni, we regularly advise and pro-
vide information on foreign currency exchange rates 
to many people who approach us in our branches 
and through our customer service helplines.

Q: How do you prepare yourself with the kind 
of currencies that the market demands?

A: Many people wish to visit places that are off 
the beaten path and indulge in experiences that are 
uncommon. I would say social media plays a huge 
role in this. That makes it imperative for foreign cur-
rency exchange businesses like us to be prepared 
with adequate stock of currencies that the market 
would not have demanded a few years earlier. We 
manage this quite well with a base of more than 
40 currencies, including exotic currencies, thanks 
to the volumes we deal with. It’s always wiser to 
carry destination currencies or currencies of the 
countries you are travelling to for a hassle-free ex-
perience without the worry of fluctuating exchange 
rates, high mark-up charges or hidden costs. 

Q: Could you tell us more about Unimoni?
A: Unimoni is a renowned global provider of 

money transfer, foreign currency exchange, pay-
ment and credit solutions. We facilitate seamless 
movement of money across geographies, curren-
cies and channels to enable our customers achieve 
their financial ambitions. 

In Qatar, we provide a broad spectrum of in-
store and digital money transfer and foreign cur-
rency exchange solutions for retail and corporate 
customers. 

Our primary focus is to empower our custom-
ers by addressing their financial requirements un-
der one roof with secure and simplified one-stop 
financial services. 

The Hidden Corners of Your Holiday

If we take foreign currency 
exchange as an indicator of 

preferred destinations, we have seen 
great movements in the currencies of 
the UK, Turkey, Europe and South 
East Asia.  
— Floyd Johny  (GM & Country Head, Unimoni)
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GERGA’AAN – KUWAIT
Two weeks into the holy month of Ramadan 

marks the beginning of Gerga’aan in Kuwait, a 
three-day celebration that sees children dress up 

in traditional clothes, knock on the doors of 
their neighbours to show off their cos-

tumes and sing songs in exchange 
for sweets and chocolates. After 

the evening prayers, the chil-
dren head out to their neigh-
bours’ homes and sing songs 
of blessings. There are two 
traditional songs that chil-
dren sing during Gerga’aan 
– one for girls and the other 
for boys. While the origin of 
this tradition remains dis-
puted, some believe that it’s 

a simulation of one of the 
first observances of 

Ramadan in 
Islam when 

Fat ima, 
t h e 

fi r s t 

daughter of Prophet Mohammed, distributed sweets 
to people two weeks into Ramadan. 

NYEKAR – JAVA, INDONESIA 
On the island of Java, Indonesia, various local 

traditions have found a place in the lives of Muslims. 
This is particularly true of the way in which Ramadan 
is observed, with rituals being carried out in prepara-
tion for the holy month. For the Javanese, Ramadan 
is a time for introspection and marks the end of one 
life cycle, and the start of a new one. Before starting 
the month-long fast, people visit the graves of their 
ancestors to offer prayers. They are also known to 
decorate the graves of their relatives and forefathers 
with colourful flowers. This ritual, known as Nyekar, 
usually takes place a week before Ramadan begins.

LIGHTING THE ‘FANOUS’ – EGYPT 
One of the most recognisable symbols of Rama-

dan, the Fanous or Lantern originates from old Cai-
ro, now in Egypt. The tradition is believed to have 
been used to light the path of Caliph Moezz Eddin Al-
lah in Cairo, as he walked to Mokattam Mountain for 
Ramadan’s moon sighting in the year 969 AD. Typi-
cally made of metal and coloured glass, in the Middle 
East, the lanterns adorn homes and streets.

PADUSAN – JAVA, INDONESIA
Another one from Java; this tradition followed 

by the Javanese people is observed a week before the 
commencement of Ramadan. Padusan, a bathing 
ritual, is intended to purify the body and soul before 
starting the fast. People get together and walk to nat-
ural water bodies such as rivers, springs, or the sea, 
with baskets of food on their heads. After the ritual 
bath, they gather for a communal prayer before sit-
ting on the ground to eat their food from plantain 
leaves. 

MALDIVES
In the archipelago known as the Maldives, Rama-

dan is locally called Roadha Mas. Here, the post-iftar 
celebration stands out. After iftar, poets are asked to 
recite Raivaru; Ramadan related poetry. 

LEBANON
In Lebanon, cannons are fired daily during the 

month of Ramadan to signal the end of the day’s fast. 
This tradition, known as Midfa Al Iftar, is said to have 
begun in Egypt over 200 years ago when the country 
was governed by Ottoman ruler Khosh Qadam. Al-
though we’ve singled out Lebanon, this tradition is 
observed by many countries across the Middle East. 

ALBANIA
For centuries, the members of the Roma Muslim 

community, which dates back to the Ottoman em-
pire, have been announcing the start and end of fast-
ing with traditional songs. Every day for the month of 
Ramadan, these people will march up and down the 
streets playing a lodra, a homemade double-ended 
cylinder drum covered in sheep or goat skin. Muslim 
families will often invite them inside their homes to 
play traditional ballads to celebrate the start of iftar.

MOROCCO
During Ramadan, a town crier --known as nafar 

-- roams the neighbourhoods of Morocco in the tra-
ditional attire of a gondola, slippers and a hat. Elect-
ed by the townspeople, the nafar walks down streets 
blowing a horn to wake people up for suhoor. 

TURKEY
Similar to Morocco’s nafar tradition, in Turkey, 

more than 2,000 drummers don conventional Otto-
man costumes and go around the streets of Turkey 

with their davul with the intention of waking up 
people in time for suhoor. 

INDIA
In line with Morocco and Turkey, during Rama-

dan, the seheriwalas of Delhi, walk the streets of the 
city in the wee hours of the morning, chanting out the 
name of Allah and the Prophet, to serve as a wake-up 
call to Muslims for suhoor. The centuries-old prac-
tice is still carried out in parts of Old Delhi, particu-
larly in those neighbourhoods with a higher Muslim 
population.

The holy month of Ramadan, one of the 
most important occasions for Muslims 
around the world, is about to begin. 

Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic 
calendar and is observed by Muslims worldwide 
as a month of fasting to commemorate the first 
revelation of the Quran to Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH). While basic customs like fasting 
and spending time with family are consistent 
around the world, over the years varied colourful 
traditions have developed around the world. 

Tips for Muslims 
who are travelling  
during Ramadan
1. Time it right
2. Know when to break fast
3. Pack emergency iftar/sahur   
snacks
4. Plan ahead 
5. Don’t skip sahur
6. Download handy Muslim-friendly apps

Unique Ramadan 

traditions
from around the world
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BANANA Island Resort Doha by Anantara 
offers visitors a taste of traditional Qatari 
hospitality and a unique resort experi-

ence with the first and only over water villas 
in Qatar as well as a dedicated wellness centre 
which is one-of-a-kind in the Middle East. 

The sanctuary island setting in the Arabian 
Gulf off the coast of Doha offers natural exclusiv-
ity and extensive facilities for everyone with un-
limited opportunities for relaxation and adven-
ture, wellness, romance and pure indulgence.

Once guests are at the resort, Banana Island 
Resort Doha by Anantara feels a world away 
from bustling Doha, yet is only a 25-minute 
journey by luxury ferry from Al Shyoukh Ter-
minal located in the city’s downtown area.

The distinctive crescent shape of the is-
land provides a natural harbour framed by an 
800-metre long private beach where guests can 
relax and swim in the calm, safe waters of the 
turquoise sea.

Sports: The resort offers exceptional ac-
cess to the sites, attractions, and activities to 
further enhance your spectacular vacation in 
Qatar. Guests and families can enjoy the pleas-
ures of the surrounding landscape with some 
sporting action. 

1: Beach Volleyball; Bowling; Tennis; Water 
Sports; Banana Boat Rides; Boat Cruise / Char-
ter Cruise; Fishing trips; Kayaking; Stand up 
paddle boarding; Wakeboarding; Diving Cen-

tre; Scuba Diving and Diving Courses; Snorke-
ling; 

More Activities: Banana Island Resort 
Doha by Anantara strives to keep guests happy 
with a smile on their faces at all times by offer-
ing something for everyone, from kids’ clubs, 
teenage vibes, parent’s pleasures and things to 
do for the over-60s. The resort offers the prom-
ise to experience leisure facilities that are quite 
simply, second to none such as surf pool, swim-
ming pool, cool mint children’s club, pepper-
mint teens’ club, putting golf, cinema, fitness 
centre, reservations.

Diverse gourmet experience: The re-
sort’s dining options celebrate indigenous tra-
ditions and contemporary twists coupled with 
an exciting variety of creative juices and exotic 
mocktails.  

The resort offers eight dining options with a 
mouthwatering choice of Middle Eastern, Ital-
ian and international cuisines, to be savored at 
spectacular locations all around the island with 
tranquil views of the stunning seas. 

It offers the ultimate tailor made dining op-
tions for guests to enjoy exclusive dinners by 
design. Themed Dining by Design, guests cel-
ebrating a special occasion, or for those simply 
wishing to share a romantic evening or intimate 
meal with family or friends, can plan a custom-
ised ‘Dining by Design’ option. 

The resort also offers interactive culinary 
sessions called Spice Spoons Cooking Classes 
for guests to embark on a culinary adventure 
which will immerse them in the cultural tradi-
tions of authentic Thai or Qatari cuisine. 

Al Nahham offers guests the taste of the 

Middle East, where they can indulge in a range 
of shisha flavors along with a welcome drink 
specially prepared in traditional clay vessel.  

At Azraq, or ‘blue’ in Arabic, the  world of 
exciting flavors from Western, Asian and Mid-
dle Eastern cuisines come together along with 
the chef’s signature dishes to offer an unparal-
leled dining experience. 

The resort’s Q Lounge & Restaurant, offers 
a mouth-watering collection of authentic indian 
cuisine and international comfort food. 

It is the perfect spot for all the resort’s 
guests and visitors, offering the best settings for 
all-day relaxing dining, either indoor or alfresco 
by the poolside.

 HamacLand Found A Breathtaking 
Retreat: For the first time in the Middle East, 
Banana Island Resort Doha by Anantara intro-
duced to their guests a fresh floating world and 
lifestyle on the Arabian Gulf, the HamacLand, a 
stunning concept of private floating lounge.

This innovation —at the point where land 
meets sea and sea meets sky—will offer Hamac 
Landers a dedicated space on water (more than 
13 sqm), a cross between a personal island and 
a private beach where families, friends and 
loved ones can spend quality time together. The 
concept combines authentic emotional luxury 
and simplicity. Modular and multi-purpose, 
HamacLand is just as suited to sport and leisure 
as it is relaxation. 

Banana Island Resort Doha:  
A paradise for modern travellers
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Experience the  
essence of Ramadan  

at La Cigale Hotel
L

A Cigale Hotel is getting ready to 
witness another unique Ramadan 
with a wide range of activities 
and promotions during this Holy 
Month.

The hotel provides an opportunity to its 
guests to experience memorable Iftar and 
Souhour evenings in different outlets. “Le 
Cigalon restaurant” will be offering an Iftar 
buffet with a wide array of mezzeh, salads, 
traditional and international delights com-
plemented by tantalizing desserts. 

“Shisha Garden” is the perfect choice 
for those willing to break their fast with 
the finest selection of mezzeh, barbecue, 
oriental delicacies and smoothies amidst 
traditional Arabic atmosphere in a ver-
dant outdoor space kept cool by the ad-
vanced outdoor climate control system. 

Apart from Iftar, La Cigale Hotel 
proudly continues to bring one of Doha’s 
finest traditions “La Cigale Ramadan 
Tent” with its new look this year and the 
remarkable touch of its Exclusive Partner 
QNB and Valued Sponsors Doha Insur-
ance Group, Doha Oasis. 

Year after year, La Cigale’s tent is con-

sidered as Doha’s favorite Ramadan desti-
nation, where the indoor swimming pool of 
the hotel is converted to a contemporary 
Ramadan tent with an authentic touch that 
contains spacious lounges for those who 
are looking for a tranquil gathering. In ad-
dition to its interior, the exceptional ambi-
ence of the venue makes it ideal for family, 
friends and colleagues to assemble amid 
a lavish Souhour buffet with wide assort-

ment of oriental and international dishes, 
live cooking stations, succulent desserts 
section and a variety of flavorsome shishas.

Like every year, “La Cigale Traiteur” 
brings a delightful blend of delicacies 
from homemade Arabic sweets, cakes, 
chocolates, daily specials or Iftar boxes 
ready for takeaway or dine-in, besides an 
endless selection of gift hampers filled 
with Ramadan specialties and sweets. 

La Cigale 
 provides an 

opportunity to its 
guests to experience 
memorable Iftar and 
Souhour evenings in 
different outlets. “Le 
Cigalon restaurant” 
will be offering an 
Iftar buffet with a 

wide array of mezzeh, 
salads, traditional and 
international delights 

complemented by 
tantalizing desserts. 
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Experience
Ramadan Wanassaas one at

Marriott Marquis City Center Doha Hotel 
West Bay City Center, Omar Al Mukhtar Street, Doha, Qatar 
www.marriottmarquisdoha.com

WANASSA

Support Educate A Child
by adding a discretionary QAR 10 donation.

Break your fast or savour Sohour with family and friends at Wanassa 
where traditional Ramadan delicacies and live entertainment awaits you.

For reservations call +974 4419 5028 or  
email: ebc.doha@marriott.com

From QAR 220 From QAR 170

Iftar Sohour

MARRIOTT_RAMADAN_PRESS AD_ENG_QATAR TRIBUNE_HP_19.5x27CM_20190422.indd   1 22/04/2019   17:37

WITH the gaiety of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan and in celebration 
of fasting, Marriott Marquis City 

Center Doha Hotel opens its renowned 
Ramadan tent, Wanassa hosting exclusive 
offers that embody the true spirit of the spe-
cial occasion. 

Ramadan offers include a traditional 
Iftar and Sohour buffet served in stunning 
Wanassa tent and a special barbeque menu 
for Sohour at Aqua Lounge.

Iftar and Sohour at Wanassa
This year, Wanassa comes in an entirely 

new look that is different from the previous 
years. Wanassa features an authentic Souq 
Waqif delights and mesmerising interiors 
that combine old colourful lanterns, big 
wooden doors and windows made of bam-
boo, all lending to the Ramadan tent an ag-
ing look and a traditional domestic architec-
ture of Qatar dominating Doha’s cityscape.

Wanassa offers bright, joyful interiors 
and live cooking stations that awaken the 
senses as guests step in. Experienced culi-
nary team has created an Iftar buffet that is 
both steeped in traditional Arabic and Turk-
ish flavours alongside international favour-
ites too. Arabic and Turkish mezze selec-
tions are stand out dishes, as well 
as the Shawarma Live Sta-
tion, Oven Baked Fatayer 
and Saj Manakish Live 
Station to offer a mod-
ern twist to the traditional dish  

options. 
In addition to Arabic fare, a variety of 

other cuisines are on offer, from a sushi and 
sashimi counter to a pasta and Indian culi-
nary station. The desserts go above and be-

yond delicious, with a 
traditional Turkish ice 
cream station, a desig-

nated cake counter, and 
mountains of Turkish and 
Arabic delight. Guests may 
also order Ramadan juices, 

soft drinks as well as tea and coffee. The 
cosy atmosphere of the Wanassa has warm 
souq appeal, particularly with the sounds of 
an Arabic live band, Tanoura dancer.  

IFTAR: QR220 per person |  
Sundown - 9:00 pm
SOHOUR: QR170 per person |  
9:30 pm – 1:30 am
 Children 0-6 years old dine free
	7–12 year olds receive 50 percent savings

Celebrate Ramadan at 
Wanassa
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W
HEN it comes to choosing a vacation, 
what appeals to one group of travel-
lers might not be of interest to another. 
And with so many different destinations 
across the globe to choose from, narrow-

ing down your options can be challenging. 
Taking into consideration sights, culture, food 

scenes, accommodation options and value for the mon-
ey, plus reader and expert insight, these are the world’s 
best places to visit. 

THE MALDIVES
The epitome of luxury, the Maldives enjoy an incredibly 

scenic location in the Indian Ocean. The contrast of bright 
turquoise water against stark white sand is stunning, and 
this destination is a favourite spot for those looking to stay 
in an overwater bungalow (many of which come with a pri-
vate plunge pool). This collection of islands appeals to trav-
ellers eager to rest, relax and indulge. A vacation here won’t 
come cheap, but it will offer unique opportunities, such as 
dining in an underwater restaurant or enjoying a treatment 
at an underwater spa.

PRAGUE
Once one of Europe’s hidden gems, Prague now at-

tracts millions of travellers annually – and for good rea-
son. This beautiful city is home to impressive architectural 
landmarks, charming neighbourhoods, friendly locals and 
a variety of lodging options. Spend time admiring the Old 
Town Square, the Prague Castle and the bizarrely designed 
Dancing House before sitting down for a meal and a local-
ly brewed Pilsner. Even better, Prague is one of Europe’s 
more affordable destinations to visit thanks to its many 
free attractions and budget-friendly accommodations.

AMALFI COAST, ITALY
Italy’s Amalfi Coast beckons to both adventure trav-

ellers and relaxation seekers. The 13 cliffside towns that 
comprise this region offer picturesque hiking trails and 
several beaches to explore. You’ll also find exquisite lux-
ury hotels sharing real estate with colourful residences 
framed by greenery and imposing cliffs cascading down to 
the cobalt Mediterranean Sea. In fact, one of the best ways 
to see the Amalfi Coast is on a boat tour. What’s more, 
you’ll discover delectable Italian fare and fresh seafood 
wherever you go.

BALI, INDONESIA
This Indonesian island provides the perfect mix of op-

portunities for cultural exploration and relaxation. Travel-
lers should spend time visiting and learning about the is-
land’s many ancient temples before heading to one of its 
beautiful beaches. As far as accommodations go, Bali fea-
tures dozens of villas, hotels and resorts (at varying price 
points). To up the luxury factor, stay at a five-star resort 
like the Four Seasons or St. Regis and indulge in a spa 
treatment.

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
The British Virgin Islands are an exclusive archipelago 

in the Caribbean Sea. Though these islands sustained dam-
age during the 2017 hurricane season, they are bouncing 
back. A trip here will include plenty of outdoor fun and sun. 
The British Virgin Islands are home to stunning beaches, 
such as Cane Garden Bay, Anegada Island and Smuggler’s 
Cove, as well as The Baths, a unique collection of granite 
boulders and coves. You could book a hotel here, or you 
could rent out a private villa or yacht to enjoy your island 
vacation in style.

FLORENCE, ITALY
With multiple museums, alluring churches and de-

licious cuisine, Florence woos travelers with its Italian 
charm. The best way to soak up this city’s atmosphere is 
simply by wandering along its cobblestone streets and see-
ing what inspires you along the way. You may be drawn 
to a quaint boutique, the grandiose Duomo, a gelato shop 
or the iconic Ponte Vecchio bridge – the possibilities are 
endless. For incredible views of the city, take a short uphill 
walk to Piazzale Michelangelo.

HONG KONG
Hong Kong is a destination that puts travellers’ 

senses into overdrive. The glittering skyline, the dy-
namic food scene, the historical sites and the family-
friendly attractions are just a few reasons visitors can’t 
get enough of this bustling metropolis. Start your trip 
with a tour of the waterfront on the Star Ferry, and pen-
cil in visits to Hong Kong Disneyland or Ocean Park 
amusement park if you’re travelling with kids. Mean-
while, foodies will delight in the culinary options: Dim 
sum, stir-fry and pineapple buns should be a few things 
you sample.

SANTORINI, GREECE
See a sunset in Santorini and you’ll know why this 

Greek destination is one of the world’s best places to visit. 
In addition to offering an exquisite evening atmosphere, 
Santorini boasts colourful black and red sand beaches, 
ancient ruins and several wineries. But the picture-per-
fect scenery is what draws most travellers: You’ll see cliff-
side whitewashed buildings that line the brilliantly blue 
caldera. What’s more, the luxury hotels here are some of 
the world’s best.

World’s Best Places 
to Visit in
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The best places 
to visit have 

been prepared 
after taking into 

consideration 
sights, culture, 

food scenes, 
accommodation 

options and value 
for the money,  

plus reader and 
expert insight

BARCELONA, SPAIN
Impressive architecture and a decadent food scene 

are just two reasons why travellers should check out this 
Spanish city. Barcelona is famous for the uniquely de-
signed La Sagrada Familia, Park Güell and Casa Batlló, 
all by renowned architect Antoni Gaudí, and Las Ramb-
las, the wide thoroughfare populated with buskers, bars 
and restaurants. Speaking of restaurants, you’ll want 
to get your fill of tasty tapas and seafood in Barcelona. 
Other popular things to do here include hanging on the 
beach and cheering on the FC Barcelona fútbol team at 
Camp Nou Stadium.

NEW YORK CITY
The city that never sleeps boasts an almost over-

whelming number of things to do and see, and chances 
are each time you visit you’ll discover something new. 
You can see the talented actors and singers who grace 
Broadway’s stages, stroll above the city along the elevat-
ed High Line, wander through the sprawling Central Park 
and explore the numerous museums. New York City is 
also home to excellent food options. Taste them all on a 
food tour, where you can discover the city’s neighbour-
hoods along the way.

PHUKET, THAILAND
Phuket attracts travellers looking for a taste of exotic 

Thailand. The Andaman Sea’s aquamarine-tinted water 
provides a striking contrast to the stark white sand beach-
es and emerald jungles that line the coast. Travellers to 
Phuket will want to spend plenty of time on the beach but 
should also set aside some time to explore the area’s fla-
vourful culinary scene, tour its impressive Buddhist tem-
ples and sail or snorkel on a boat tour.

SOUTH ISLAND, NEW ZEALAND
It’s the breathtaking natural landscape that woos ad-

venturers to New Zealand’s South Island, where outdoor 
opportunities abound. Visitors can explore the area’s 
glaciers via helicopter, watch for wildlife like whales and 
penguins, tour the region’s wineries and stargaze on top of 
Mount Cook. The island’s many lakes and parks also invite 
travellers to kayak, sail, hike and bike to soak up every bit 
of New Zealand nature.

LONDON
Home to a wealth of cultural and historical institutions, 

family-friendly attractions and festivals, plus a lively night-
life scene, London appeals to travellers both young and 
old. Must-see attractions include the British Museum and 
Buckingham Palace, as well as iconic sights like the Lon-
don Eye, the Tower Bridge and Big Ben. The city also fea-
tures efficient and affordable public transit options, such as 
buses and the Tube, and there are a plethora of accommo-
dations to choose from, ranging from vacation rentals to 
high-end hotels. As for dining, don’t leave London without 
enjoying a curry or fish and chips with a pint at a pub.

TAHITI, FRENCH POLYNESIA
Tranquil Tahiti offers a little bit of everything. This 

island nation in French Polynesia is home to incredible 
beaches, stunning natural wonders like waterfalls, and in-
teresting museums that teach visitors about the history of 
Tahiti. What’s more, there are plenty of hotel options on 
this island, including luxe five-star resorts and no-frills, 
budget-friendly options.

ROME
Delicious food (pizza, pasta, gelato, you name it), 

rich coffee and excellent wine are a few reasons why 
travellers love Rome. However, food and drink aren’t 
the only things this city has to offer. You’ll find major 
highlights of art and history, from the Galleria Borghese 
to the Colosseum. Meanwhile, nearby city-state Vatican 
City is home to St. Peter’s Basilica and the Sistine Chap-
el. Rome is also easy to reach from other destinations 
within Europe, and there are direct flights here from 
many other parts of the world (including the US).

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, WYOMING, MONTANA 
& IDAHO

Travellers will be enchanted by the stimulating colours 
of Yellowstone. The Grand Prismatic Spring’s waters are 
reminiscent of a rainbow, Yellowstone Lake is a deep blue 
and framed by green trees and snowcapped mountains, 
and Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone’s rocky landscape 
is a mix of red and gold. In addition to offering incredible 
scenery, Yellowstone grants visitors the chance to see all 
sorts of wildlife (such as bears, bison, elk and otters), and 
there are hiking opportunities for abilities of all levels.

PARIS
Paris is the pinnacle of art, history, culture and tourism. 

The City of Light is home to the expansive Louvre art mu-
seum, the magical Eiffel Tower and the charming Champs-
Élysées lined with high-end stores and boutiques. Quaint ca-
fes and patisseries rub elbows with both casual eateries and 
Michelin-starred restaurants in a city where the food scene is 
second to none. What’s more, Paris plays host to dozens of fun 
festivals throughout the year.

(CREDIT: USNEWS.COM)



Holiday  
Heaven: 

SRI LANKA
With beaches, jungles, ancient cities, a rich history 

with friendly people and some of the best food you’ll 
eat anywhere on the planet, Sri Lanka emerges as a 

top holiday destination this summer

W
ITH beaches, jungles, 
ancient cities and a rich 
history — all coupled 
with friendly, accom-
modating people and 

some of the best food you’ll eat anywhere 
on the planet — Sri Lanka is suddenly the 
hottest travel destination in the world.

Here are some of the key things 
to enjoy while you’re there.

BEACHES
One of the great things about Sri Lanka 

is that you can chase the summer and good 
weather around it. Mid-year is best in the 
east, with the surf spot of Arugam Bay be-
ing a favourite. It’s a long strip of golden 
sand lined with relaxed hotels, yoga spots 
and good restaurants.

It’s busy but calm, hippy but refined 
and a great spot to meet other travellers. A 
short tuk-tuk ride takes you to other qui-
eter surf spots such as Peanut Farm and 
Whisky Point, and to even more tasty food 
spots in Pottuvil. In the south of the coun-
try, Unawatuna and Mirissa are renowned 
surf spots, and the smaller beach of Tala-
lla is touted as one of the most beautiful 
beaches in Asia. 

TRAINS
 This is a country that takes a long 

time to navigate by road, so the train net-
work is a lifeline for many locals. It’s also 
very handy for tourists when travelling to 
certain areas. The trains are cheap and 
packed to the rafters.

The most renowned is from Ella to Nu-
wara Eliya, which passes through a land-
scape of rolling hills and tea plantations, 
usually paired with dark clouds threaten-
ing to thunder at any moment. It’s atmos-
pheric and absolutely stunning.

Taking in the sunset in the capital, Co-
lombo, is one of the ‘must-dos’ when visit-
ing Sri Lanka, however the locals actually 
take the train south from Fort station in 
the city to Mt Lavinia to enjoy it.

It’s a packed ride at the end of the day, 
but the 20-minute trip is well worth it. If 
you like, you can stop in at the Mt Lavinia 
hotel (literally on top of the railway station) 

for a drink on the ter-

race to take in the beautiful views as the 
sun sets.

SACRED SPACES
Sri Lanka is fascinating to explore for 

its variety of religions and cultures. Over 
two-thirds of the population is Buddhist, 
with a large proportion of the remainder of 
Hindus, plus an even split between Mus-
lims and Christians.

Most towns have large Buddha statues 
and there are stunning temples in all the 
major cities, including the colourful and 
trinket-filled Gangaramaya Temple in Co-
lombo.

The most famous of all the religious 
artefacts in Sri Lanka is one of Buddha’s 
teeth, housed in a beautiful temple in the 
royal palace complex of the bustling city of 
Kandy. 

Sigiriya, often called the ‘eighth won-
der of the world’, is an ancient rock for-
tress situated in the centre of the country, 
which served as a Buddhist monastery for 
centuries. You can climb the rock itself, or 
summit the close-by Pidurangala (former-
ly also a Buddhist temple) for unmatched 
views of Sigiriya and the surrounding val-
leys.

SAFARI
It’s not something you might have real-

ised, but Sri Lanka is the best place in the 
world outside of Africa to go on a safari. 
There are multiple National Parks in the 
country, each with its own unique group-
ing of animals and landscapes. You can spot 
elephants, monkeys, water buffalo, a huge 
variety of birds and even leopards, if you’re 
lucky. Uda Walawe in the south is better for 
elephant spotting, and Yala in the east is the 
best place to see leopards. 

FOOD
Sri Lankan food is slowly becoming 

more of a staple in other countries, but 
it’s nowhere near as popular as it should 
be for how yummy it is. It’s most similar 
to that found in southern India, but each 
region has its own unique dishes and spe-
cialities. The north favours hotter and 
spicier flavours, while southern delicacies 
tend to be more subtle and complex. The 
country is filled with delicious vegetarian 
dishes, tons of coconut, and some of the 

best seafood you can eat anywhere.
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Iftar & Sohour at
Mandarin Oriental, Doha

A time to reflect, to give, to be thankful  
and rekindle with family and friends 

Enjoy a culinary journey inspired by
food from destinations along the ancient Silk Route 

Children will delight to storytelling in an 
enchanted forest inspired by animal characters of Papinee

Each paying couple or two paying adults will be eligible 
for complimentary meals for up to four children

Prices apply for additional children

Bookings +974 4008 8888 Iftar (6pm to 8pm)             Adults QAR245       Children QAR135 

Sohour (9pm to 2am)       Adults QAR280        Children QAR160

Mandarin Oriental, Doha | Barahat Msheireb Street | Msheireb Downtown Doha | mandarinoriental.com/doha | +974 4008 8888

HAPPY to assist in your JOURNEY
today and prepare you for

future TRAVELS

For more than 20 years, Happy Journey Travels has 
been catering to the travel needs of community. Our 
name is synonymous to quality therefore ensuring com-
fort and reliability when it comes to customer service.

Happy Journey Travels is your one-stop shop when it 
comes to your travel needs. We arrange flight bookings, 
hotel reservations, tours, cruise, transfers, travel insur-
ance, international driving license and visa application 
assistance.

We have a dependable customer support team who will 
assist you if and when complications do happen.

We also offer a “book now pay later” scheme for those 
who have advance vacation plans, enabling you to pay 
easily for your dream journey.

Come and visit us in our office at Nasrallah Center in 
Bin Mahmoud Area. Alternatively, you may call us at 
4466-6661 or send us an email at res_hjt@hotmail.com.

Flights Reservation & Ticketing
International Visa Assistance
International Travel Insurance
Worldwide Hotel Reservation
International Driving License
International Tours Arrangement

SERVICES



I
NDIA is known to be the land of festi-
vals. And, when summers arrive, they 
bring along summer vacations. Thus, 
it is not only about scorching heat but 
also about happy faces. Summer festi-

vals in India add a fun charter to everyone’s 
life. Folk dance, music, interesting rituals 
and people clad in colourful attires light up 
the groggy atmosphere. Such fairs and festi-
vals offer a sneak-peak into the vibrant cul-
ture and heritage of the country.

Here is the list of popular summer fes-
tival in India:

1. Gangaur (A flamboyant 
celebration)

One of the most important festivals 
in Rajasthan, Gangaur is celebrated all 
around the state but mainly in the ‘Pink 
City’, Jaipur. It is also celebrated in some 
parts of West Bengal, Gujarat, and Madhya 
Pradesh. The festival starts on the day, after 
Holi and continue for around 18 days. Dur-
ing the festival, married women dress-up in 
best of their clothes, and worship Goddess 
Gauri (Parvati), the spouse of Lord Shiva, 
for a happy married life.

Married ladies and sometimes even un-
married girls keep fast during the festival 
days. There are processions of camels and 
elephants, and celebrations with dance, mu-
sic, food stalls and fireworks on the last day 
of the festival. It is said that Goddess Parvati 
came to her husband’s house on this day.
Read More...

Location: Rajasthan, some parts of 
West Bengal, Gujarat, and Madhya Pradesh.

Dates: According to Hindu calendar, it 
starts on the 1st day of Chaitra, and contin-
ues for 18 days. 

Highlights: Colourful processions, 
Goddess worship, and folk dances

2. Baisakhi (Starting of  
new year)

Also known as Vaisakhi, Baisakhi is 
largely celebrated by people of Sikhism and 
Hinduism. One of the most popular sum-
mer festivals in India, it is commemorated 
by the harvest of rabi crops by the Punjabi 

farmer community. On the day of the festi-
val, people adorn themselves in new clothes, 
visit Gurudwaras, cook lip-smacking delica-
cies and attend fairs. There is traditional 
dance and music too like gidda and bhangra 
performances during colorful processions.

Baisakhi holds religious as well as his-
torical significance. It is mainly celebrated 
in North India. This was the day in the year 
1699 when the order of ‘Khalsa’ was organised 
by Guru Gobind Singh, the 10th Guru of the 
Sikhs. Langars are also organised all across.

Location: North India mainly Punjab 
and Haryana

Dates: 13th / 14th April, every year
Highlights: Sowing of rabi seeds, and 

special fairs

3. Chithirai (Soak-in the 
spirit of spirituality)

An annual festival in Ma-
durai, Chithirai festival is or-
ganized at the magnificent 
Meenakshi Amman temple. 
Also known as Chithirai 
Thiruvizha, this festival 
brings enthusiasm all 
across the southern re-
gion of the country. A 
grand fair is also or-
ganized. There are 
sparkling proces-
sions where gold-
en chariot carrying 

idols of deities are pulled, accompanied by 
devotional songs, chants and drum beats. 
Sweets and incense sticks are also offered.

Other highlights are exciting fair, deco-
rated temples, folk performances and stalls 
serving street food varieties. This festival is 
a wonderful amalgam of entertainment and 
devotion. Stall of shopping at Pudumanda-
pam, a 17th Century monument in the city, 
are organized. There are a number of rides 
also. Even the locals dress as gods and vari-
ous mythical characters. 

Location: Madurai, Tamil Nadu
Highlights: Colorful processions, Wed-

ding celebration of Goddess Meenakshi 
(Parvati) and Lord Sundareswarar (Shiva)

4. Moatsu (A feast of delicious 
food, fun, and more)

Moatsu is a 3-day event that is celebrat-
ed in the first week of May by the Ao Naga 
trial community in Nagaland. This event 
marks fun, joy, happiness and excitement 
in the people of the community. On this 
day, the tribals repair their houses, clear 
their fields, sow fresh seeds, and clean wa-
ter wells. There is enthusiasm all around.

During the three days of the festival, 
there is eating, drinking, tribal music and 
dance. The main idea is to invoke the bless-
ings of the Lord. People celebrate by mak-
ing huge groups. Rice beer too is brewed in 
huge quantities. Tribals adorn themselves 
in new clothes during the celebrations. The 
whole atmosphere is relaxed

Location: Mokokchung district villag-
es (Chuchuyimlang village) Nagaland

Highlights: The event of Sangpangtu, 
where a huge fire is lit. Men and kids gather 
around the fire where they are served with 
meat and wine by the women.

5. Mount Abu Summer Festival 

The only hill town in Rajasthan, Mount 
Abu bustles with activity during its 2-day 
event of Mount Abu Summer Festival. 
With Lake Nakki in the front, the rugged 
mountains form a wonderful background. 
The festival is organized by the Tourism 
Department of Rajasthan and is a treat for 
cultural aficionados. The atmosphere is 
wonderful. There are a number of cultural 
performances, compe-
titions and entertain-
ment options.

Top 5  
Summer  
Festivals

INDIA'S
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Fifty One East alongside Lagoona 
Mall, Fnac and JouéClub are the 
Platinum Sponsors of this year’s 
Ramadan tent while Qatar Airways 
is the exclusive airline partner.

T
HE Ritz-Carlton, Doha will be 
hosting a magical tent experi-
ence this Ramadan within the 
regal setting of Al Wosail Ball-
room. 

The master chefs have created a menu 
of distinctive dining offerings that will 
feature only the finest in Arabian, East-
ern and international cuisine. Gastrono-
mists will be delighted by the vast of-
fering of decadent canapés, entrees and 
mouthwatering desserts. Each dish has 
been thoughtfully prepared and will de-
liver robust flavors derived from only the 
highest quality ingredients.  

The Ritz-Carlton, Doha’s Ramadan 
theme will be Arabian Nights. The Rama-
dan tent will be adorned with luxurious 
décor which will exude Arabian elegance; 
ensuring guests feel they are 
partaking in a majestic af-
fair. The tent showcases 
blue hues and gold ac-
cents for a truly opu-
lent Middle Eastern 
experience. 

Every Suhoor will 
showcase live enter-
tainment to delight 
and awe guests and 
will feature hypnotic 
music provided by 

a live band which will play age-
old Arabian classics. There will 

also be performances pro-
vided by a tanoora dancer 
that will surely intrigue 
and captivate guests.  

There will also be 
a Children’s Club for 
guests with families 
which is generously 
sponsored by Fnac 
and JouéClub. Thus, 
while parents take in 
the festivities around 
them, children will 

be immersed in a world of their own to 
stimulate and engage them throughout 
the evening. 

Commenting on the occasion, Chris-
tian Sack, General Manager of The Ritz-
Carlton, Doha stated: “We are looking 
forward to embracing Ramadan and 
treating ladies and gentlemen visiting our 
hotel to a memorable experience. Every 
detail has been created to surprise and 
delight our guests who will enjoy a leg-
endary Ritz-Carlton experience, featur-
ing fine foods set amongst a truly elegant 
Arabian ambiance.”

Fifty One East alongside Lagoona 

Mall, Fnac and JouéClub are the Plati-
num Sponsors of this year’s Ramadan 
tent while Qatar Airways is the exclusive 
airline partner.

The Ritz-Carlton, Doha welcomes you 
to experience the sumptuous dishes, tra-
ditional beverages, inspiring surround-
ings and mesmerizing entertainment this 
Ramadan.   

Priced at QR230 per person for Iftar 
or Suhour, inclusive of food and Rama-
dan beverages and children QR115 (5 to 
11 years old), whilst children four years 
old and younger may enjoy the tent with 
our compliments.

The Ritz-Carlton, Doha presents  
an enchanting Ramadan tent 
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ETHIOPIA: 
Land of Origins!  

W
ITH its fabulous 3,000 years 
of history, diverse ethnic 
groups with their own lan-
guages, cultures, and tra-
ditions as well as with its 

magnificent scenery embracing contrasting 
land features ranging from the tops of rug-
ged Simein Mountains to the depth of the 
Denakil Depression, which is one of the low-
est dry land point on Earth. Throughout the 
high-peak and lowest points are the home to 
all kind of fauna and flora.

The abundance of natural beauty that 
blessed Ethiopia offers an astonishing variety 
of land escapes. Afro-Alpine highlands soar-
ing to around 4,300 metres, a chain of moun-
tains, the splendors of the Great Rift Valley, 
White Water Rivers, giant waterfalls and lush 
jungle…the list is endless. 

In Ethiopia, nature, culture and history 
merge to form a timeless appeal. This was the 
cradle of human kind, where humans first be-
gan to walk upright including our celebrated 
ancestors Lucy, Selam and Ardi found in Ethi-
opia and believed to be ancestors of every one 
on our planet. Therefore, welcome to Ethiopia 
to walk on the foot print of your ancestors. 

In terms of history, Ethiopia is beyond 
all your imaginations. The Axumite kingdom 
was one of the great civilizations of ancient 
world and has left behind the mystery of giant 
Stalae found at Axum. In the late Middle Ages 
great religious civilization flourished in many 
parts of the country, particularly at Lalibela 
where churches hewn out of massive mono-
lithic rock testify not only to great faith but 
also great architectural skills. 

The walled city of Harrar (Jugol) in Ethio-
pia is the 4th holiest city of Islam next to Mec-
ca, Medina and Jerusalem. 

The 17th century castles found in Gondar 
speaks of the same legacy. Also, Ahmed Ne-
jash Mosque which found in Tigray region of 
Ethiopia makes the country the first in Africa 

in Pursuance of its foundation.
In terms of nature, Ethiopia is the 

fourth largest bio-diversity zone in 
the world and has more unique 
species of flora and fauna than 
any other country in Africa. 
Among the different spe-
cies 31 mammals, 17 
birds, 14 reptiles, 
30 amphibians, 
40 fish, and about 
1000 plant species 
are endemic to Ethio-
pia. There are 24 national 
parks, two wild life Sanc-
tuaries, five wildlife reserves, 
four IUCN biosphere reserves as 
well as 21 controlled hunting areas 
in the country.

Ethiopia has also numerous other fea-
tures that make it unique and generously of-
fer to the rest of the world. 

WHY INVEST IN ETHIOPIA?
Ethiopia has become a preferred des-

tination for foreign direct investment 
and emerging hub for manufactur-
ing in Africa due to its political 
stability, stable socio-econom-
ic governance with sus-
tained peace and security, 
political commitment 
for investment pro-
motion and protec-
tion, wide-ranging 
incentive packages 
for priority sectors and 
export-oriented invest-
ments, bold initiative in the 
development of state-of-the art 
industrial parks, electric-powered 
railway connecting the capital and 
other economic corridors to the port of 
Djibouti.

 

C O N D U C I V E  
ECONOMIC FACTORS
☛ An average of 

about 11 percent of the annual 
GDP growth for the last 14 years, 
one of the fastest growing econo-

mies in the world during the 
same period (World Bank 

Global Economic Pros-
pects).

☛ S t a b l e 
and conducive 
macroeconomic 
environment

☛ I m p l e -
menting phase II of 

its Growth and Trans-
formation Plan (GTP II) 

which aims to realise a struc-
tural transformation of the 

economy.
☛ 46 percent growth in FDI 

inflow – one of the most dynamic and 

largest FDI recipients in Africa (UNCTAD 
World Investment Report, 2017)

FAVOURABLE MARKET FACTORS
☛ Africa’s second most populous na-

tion with a population size of more than 100 
million.

☛ 54 million active labour force, 
trainable and available at competitive wage 

rate
☛ Duty-free, quota-free access to 

the US and EU markets through AGOA 
and EBA, respectively

☛ Duty-free, quota-free access to Ja-
pan, Canada, China, Turkey, Australia and 
New Zealand – covering substantially all 
export goods from Ethiopia and preferen-
tial market access to India.

☛ Member of COMESA with prefer-
ential market access to a regional market of 
400 million people.

☛ Strategic location with proximity 
to the Middle East, Europe and Asia

WELL-DEVELOPED INFRASTRUCTURE
☛ Newly-built Addis-Djibouti elec-

tric-powered railway
☛ Africa’s world-class and Star 

Alliance member Ethiopian Airlines  
flying to about 100 international passenger 
and 36 dedicated cargo destinations; also 
flies to over 20 domestic passenger destina-
tions.

☛ Huge investment potential in re-
newable energy including hydro, wind and 
geothermal.

☛ Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 
Dam – the largest hydroelectric power dam 
in Africa- under construction (more than 
65% completed), expected to generate ad-
ditional more than 6,000MW electricity. 

☛ Expanding telecommunication 
services.



STARTING FROM 16TH UNTIL 31ST MAY
EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY AT MUSEUM OF ISLAMIC ART, CORNICHE

M: +974 3339 3323 | E: info@365adventures.me | W: www.365adventures.me
Office Number 23, 2nd Floor, Al Ajlan 2 Building,  Abdulrahman Bin Jassim Street, Al Wakrah, Qatar

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR
THE MONTH OF RAMADAN

25% DISCOUNT

F U L L  D AY

D E S E R T  S A F A R I

50% DISCOUNT

K AYA K I N G  AT

T H E  P U R P L E  I S L A N D

This traditional Bedouin experi-
ence with a taste of the local 
Qatari lifestyle in the desert. 
This 8-hour package includes a 
trip to the Inland Sea, dune bash-
ing, complete desert safari with 
a 3-4 hours layover in the resort 
camp including Dinner/Lunch.

Book  your thrilling Kayaking 
adventure while you explore the 
mangroves at the Purple Island. 
This 90-minute Kayaking adven-
ture is perfect for beginners 
who are looking for a memora-
ble day out in Qatar to beat the 
heat. 

R E L A X  AT

T H E  I N L A N D  S E A

20% DISCOUNT 30% DISCOUNT

D H O W  B O AT

M I N  4  H O U R S

Enjoy a day out in the relaxing 
singing sand dunes of Mesaieed 
along with a thrilling dune bash-
ing experience. This 6-hour geta-
way takes you all the way to the 
breath-taking inland sea beach 
a.k.a Khor Al Adaid. Package 
includes Arabic Sandwiches and 
refreshments.

Cruise through the Arabian 
Gulf. Beat the heat with your 
friends and family aboard this 
majestic wooden dhow boat that 
was traditionally used for Pearl-
ing. Cruise through the chan-
nels from the gorgeous 
man-made island of Pearl to the 
Dhow Harbour in Doha city.



MERCURE Grand Hotel Doha is a 
4-star prime property located in 
the heart of the city in Musheireb. 
Opened in 1982, the hotel belongs 

to the JBK Group of companies. It is managed 
by an International Chain – Mercure Brand 
of the Accor Group, France. The hotel is regu-
larly upgraded with modern amenities and 
facilities.

Accor, a worldwide hotel operator is pre-
sent in 100 countries with more than 4,800 
hotels and 704,000 rooms.

With more than 280,000 employees in 
Accor brand hotels worldwide, the group of-
fers its clients and partners more than 50 
years of know-how and expertise.

Mercure brand combines the strength of 
an international network with a strong quality 
commitment and the warm experience of ho-
tels, all different, rooted in their local commu-
nity and managed by enthusiastic hoteliers.

Our rooms are all different but they all 
share the same contemporary approach to 
comfort and are welcoming, spotlessly clean 
with high-quality furnishings.

Seeking to live up to clients’ expectation, 
Mercure Grand Hotel Doha has rooms de-
signed to provide more comfort, service and 
quality for all guests seeking a comfortable stay.

Guest rooms
Total 175. 
124 Singles/Doubles (66 Standard & 58 

Superior), 48 Twins (24 Standard & 24 Supe-
rior) and 3 Suites. 

Four floors are Non-Smoking. All rooms 
are centrally air-conditioned with direct dial 

telephone, TV with prime channels, mini-bar, 
tea/coffee facilities, complimentary WIFI 
internet, daily bottles of mineral water and 
24-hours room service.

Restaurants
You are welcome at any of our restaurants 

depending on your choice. ‘La Villa’ with a 
panoramic view of the city serves Italian cui-
sine and is open for lunch and dinner. The 
Old Manor Steakhouse is open from 5 pm to 
12 midnight serving the best of steaks and as-
sorted beverages. La Brasserie on lobby level 
serves international cuisine and has a buffet 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Function halls
For your meetings, seminars, trainings, 

banquet or outside catering – our staff is at 
your service with a wide choice of menus and 
competitive prices. With 4 halls, we can ac-
commodate up to 200 guests for a sit-down 
dinner. Al Riyadh A&C, Oryx Hall and Lub-
nah Hall at the hotel or you can enjoy a din-
ner with your close friends and guests in the 
comfort of your home.

Recreation, health & fitness
In addition to an outdoor swimming pool 

located on the 3rd floor, our leisure facilities 
include Sauna and Fitness Centre. The hotel 
can arrange through a local Tour Operator 
excursions into the Qatari desert, city tours 
and visits to traditional markets and shop-
ping malls.

Key places of interest near the hotel
Souq Waqif, Al Koot Fort, Museum of Is-

lamic Art.
Future attractions: Msheireb Doha 

Downtown and Musheireb Metro Station. 

HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN
This Ramadan Mercure Hotel is geared up 

to provide guests the best of cuisine and ser-
vice. La Brasserie Restaurant in the lobby will 
be decorated to give the feeling of Ramadan to 
its customers. 

Executive Chef Lahcen Bimadarne to-
gether with his team have created menus 
for each day of Ramadan. Guests can have a 
wide choice from juices, fresh fruits, dates, 
laban, starters, appetizers, main courses and 
desserts. The team of chefs is from different 
countries and they will be preparing speciali-
ties from different regions to give customers 
the best of everything. Dishes will consist of 
harira soup, couscous, tajine, lamb ouzi, other 
oriental dishes and variety of Arabic desserts.

There will also be assorted bread which is 
prepared by our pastry team and has been ap-
preciated by our guests over the years. 

Executive Chef Lahcen said that this year 
when guests like a certain dish he will then ar-
range a day and welcome those guests for the 
demonstration of cooking that dish/dishes 
with his team to explain to the guests how to 
get the best taste of the dish.

Guests can also book for banquets or 
outside catering/ Food & Beverage Manager 
Thomas Philip has created some special men-
us for groups. 

Mercure Grand Hotel Doha:  
Right choice for comfort and quality 
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QATAR has achieved significant growth 
in tourism despite economic and se-
curity challenges in the region. Nu-

merous companies are taking important 
procedures to reinforce the performance of 
the tourism sector, making Qatar the most-
welcoming country in the region.

Sama Global Investment also believes 
in promoting this industry and sharing the 
responsibility to attract and further grow 
the inflow of tourism to Qatar. 

Sama Global Investment is a global 
investment management and develop-
ment firm that provides a range of fi-
nancing strategies to serve a broad 
spectrum of client needs with headquar-
ters in Doha, Qatar. The cornerstone of 
Sama Global’s investment framework is 
its ability to seize opportunities all over 
the world and introduce future initiatives 
for its portfolio companies with the end in 
view of improving overall value of these 
companies.

Sama Global prides itself on its diverse 
and experienced team of relationship 
managers, who, coupled with their enthu-
siastic and committed approach, provide 
an inimitable and dedicated experience for 
its clients.

The Vision of Sama Global Investment 
is to become the premier international in-
vestment management and advisory firm 
in the Middle East region.

Sama Global Investment aims to invest 
in and build a portfolio of sustainable in-
vestments, driven by established goals to 
build shareholder value, mindful of its so-
cial, economic and environmental respon-
sibilities, as it remains to be committed to 
integrity, honesty and fairness in all deal-
ings with its stakeholders. 

Currently, the Board of Directors of 
Sama Global Investment is focusing on 
investment opportunities concentrated 
in the real estate and hospitality sectors. 
Sama Global’s team has tremendous track 
record of investment and operations of 
real estate projects in various countries in-
cluding Qatar, Spain, the Philippines and 

Oman. 
As Qatar has identified tourism as 

one of five priority sectors for achieving 
economic diversification in Qatar, Sama 
Global’s participation in the real estate 
and hospitality industry will greatly con-
tribute towards achieving this goal. 

Sama Global Investment is managed by 
a Board of Directors, consisting of a Chair-
man, a Vice Chairman and a number of 
members appointed by the Chairman. The 
Chairman, Abdulla al Mutawwa, brings to 
the table his decades of experience in the 
international stage. The members are ex-
perts in the field of trading, contracting, 
real estate, hospitality, technology, manu-
facturing, construction, transportation, 
travel and tourism, media and education 
in addition to their qualification in the in-

vestment field. 
Sama Global Investment’s Board of Di-

rectors is responsible for laying down the 
general policies, approving the investment 
programmes and projects of the company 
and following up on their execution. 

Furthermore, the board is responsible 
for approving the investment policies, risk 
management framework, project evalu-
ation criteria, and annual budget of the 
company. 

Shahzad Ahmad Mughal is the Chief 
Executive Officer of Sama Global Invest-
ment. A thoughtful leader, and serial en-
trepreneur, Shahzad has redefined the 
face of forming group of international 
companies — bringing trading business, 
technology & network solutions, manufac-
turing, hospitality, construction, transpor-

tation, real estate, travel & tourism, media 
and education out of the dorm room and 
into the world of business. 

Shahzad is the partner and CEO at 
Sama Global, a company that excels at fi-
nancing, managing, and operating nation-
al and international investment opportu-
nities. As CEO, he focuses on ideas and 
short-and long-term strategy. Shahzad is 
dedicated to good causes all over Asia, Af-
rica and Europe.

Shahzad is an authority in technology, 
innovation, and business. He is an angel 
investor and advisor outside of his role 
as CEO. Shahzad supports programmes 
that empower the greater startup com-
munity and future generations of entre-
preneurs, including his own non-profit 
initiatives.

Sama Global Investment to play key role in 
boosting Qatar’s tourism sector 

Chairman Sama Global Investment Abdullah al Mutawwa (middle) with Chief 
Executive Officer Shahzad Ahmad Mughal (left) and Executive Finance Director 
Shahzada Khurram.

Chief Executive Officer Shahzad Ahmad Mughal (middle) with Executive 
Finance Director Shahzada Khurram (left) and Executive Administrative 
Officer Rabia Ahmad Mughal.
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N
ESTLED in the lap of the Hima-
layas, Nepal is a dreamland for 
any mountain lover. With eight 
out of 14 of the highest peaks 
in the world and many other 

smaller peaks, Nepal has plenty to offer for 
beginners and pioneers alike when it comes 
to climbing. 

The Himalayas are tall, majestic and in-
spirational, but they’re not always as daunt-
ing as one might think. 

Apart from intense peaks towering above 
8,000 metres above the sea level, there are 
also many non-technical climbing peaks un-
der 7,000 metres. These can be climbed by 
anyone in good physical and mental health 
with the necessary passion and grit to con-

quer a snow-covered mountain. 
Island Peak (“Imja Tse” in Nepali) is a 

mountain in the Sagarmatha National Park 
(which also is home to Mt. Everest), which 
towers at around 6,000 metres above the sea 
level. Unlike Everest, climbing Island Peak 
does not require years of training. It only 
takes around 2 days of actual climbing (15 
days total trip) and reveals magnificent views 
which includes a close-up of the fourth high-
est peak in the world, Mt Lhotse (8,414m), 
from the top. Island Peak is rated as PD (lit-
tle difficulty) by the French Adjectival Sys-
tem of climbing.

Some other peaks in Nepal which are 
scalable and have similar or lesser diffi-
culty ratings are: Pokhalde peak at around 

5,00 metres in the Everest Region, Dham-
pus Peak at around 6,000 metres in the 
Annapurna Region, Yala Peak standing at 
about 5,500 metres in the Langtang Region, 
Mera Peak at around 6,500 metres, and 
plenty more. 

Again, the numbers might sound daunt-
ing if one is not used to mountains, but 
these are all climbable with a good physi-
cal health and minimum mountaineering 
expertise. They’re the great Himalayas and 
a feat of climbing any one of these guaran-
tees the conqueror, the spotlight at the next 
party. And if these non-technical mountains 
feel like a walk in the park, one can always 
choose to go a tier up and try the big boys 
such as Lhotse (8,414m), Manaslu (8,163m), 
Kanchenjunga (8,586m), and obviously Ev-
erest (8,848m).

The mountains of Nepal have much more 
to offer than just majestic views. For many 
climbers, it is a pilgrimage which provides a 
surreal experience. Many travellers believe 
that a trip into the depth of the Himalayas 
cleanses their souls and helps them get rid of 
their ego. It is considered as a gateway to a 
life full of humility. 

Furthermore, one can enjoy the world-re-
nowned hospitality, exquisite mountain cui-
sines, and the unique Buddhist culture of the 

Himalayan people during the peak climbing 
trip. With so much to offer, climbing a peak 
in Nepal always finds a way into a mountain 
lover’s/thrill seeker’s bucket list.

With a plethora of mountains occupying 
this tiny nation, it could a bit overwhelming 
for first-time visitors to find the perfect climb 
for them.

However, the Great Himalayan Trail, a 
network of trails spanning various difficul-
ties, elevations and lengths has an easy so-
lution. It has destinations for all kinds of 
climbers out there. It is a wonderful resource 
to find the ideal trek/climb. 

Visit the website, sort your requirements, 
and find a climb that fits your needs. Fur-
thermore, Nepal Tourism Board, the nation-
al tourism organisation of Nepal, has plenty 
of resources to make your climbing experi-
ence a memorable one. Additionally, you can 
visit the website of Nepal Mountaineering 
Association and find out which peaks can 
be climbed without technical difficulties and 
also the permit cost required for them.

So, pick your peak, pack your bags, start 
your climb, and begin a once in a lifetime 
journey to conquer one of the many breath-
taking peaks that Nepal has to offer, that 
too for a relatively economical budget which 
won’t break your bank.

NEPAL: 
A dreamland for  
mountain lovers
The Himalayas are tall, majestic and 
inspirational, but they’re not always 
as daunting as one might think.
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