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Philippine Labour Secretary hails 
globally-competitive Filipinos

O
n this auspicious occasion, we com-
memorate the 120th year anniver-
sary of the proclamation of Philip-
pine independence. A century and 

two decades past, our battle for independence 
speaks of the story of sacrifice, patriotism and 
valour of our forebears.

This year’s theme “Kalayaan 2018: Pagbaba-
gong Ipinaglaban, Alay sa Masaganang Kinabu-
kasan” pays tribute to the noble sacrifices of our 
ancestors which paved the way for the freedom 
that we now enjoy. We have successfully coexist 
side by side with the international community as 
an equal sovereign state and as a proud member 
of the community of nations. 

As we move forward to a future made bright 
by the valiant sacrifices of our ancestors, I hope 
we can carry each other forward, supported by the 
genuine love for our country and concern for our 
compatriots. Filipinos must set aside personal 
differences and unite under the banner of our 
country’s flag in order to reap the benefits of a 
better future and lasting progress.

I also wish to thank each and every mem-
ber of our Filipino community for devoting your 
time and energy in worthwhile endeavours which 
contribute to the positive image of our country. 
May you all continue to exemplify in your chosen 
professions so as to bring pride and joy to your 
family and to your country. 

Mabuhay ang Pilipinas! Mabuhay ang sambay-
anang Pilipino!

P
hilippine labour 
Secretary he Silves-
tre h. Bello iii put 
the spotlight on the 
globally-competitive 
Filipinos in his offi-

cial message on the occasion of the 
120th anniversary of the proclama-
tion of philippine independence.

As Filipino communities in all 
parts of the world, including in Qatar, 
celebrate the historic event, the offi-
cial underscored the resilience of the 
Filipino spirit that made the nation 
stronger withstanding all adversities 
while remaining efficient and produc-
tive partners in nation building.

“My warmest greetings to all Fili-
pino workers throughout the world 
on this historic celebration. i join 
every freedom-loving Filipino in 
our global observance of the 120th 
Anniversary of the proclamation of 
philippine independence. We cel-
ebrate the rich history of our nation 
replete with stories of struggles and 
successes that made our people’s 
journey to freedom most treasured. 
As we commemorate the past, we are 
reminded of the valour and heroism 
of our forebears. having won for us 
our freedom with their sacrifices, we 
are therefore called today to become 
the torch-bearers of our people’s 
fortitude for greatness and national 
progress,” Bello said.

“Today, our independence is 
characterised by a higher level of 
pride – pride in our globally-com-
petitive people in most parts of the 
globe. While we have seen stories 
of hardships; while we have experi-
enced sufferings; and while we have 
heard of stories of abuse, our com-
patriots and modern-day heroes are 
not daunted. The Filipinos no doubt 
remain among the most efficient, 

productive and sought-after partners 
in moving other nations’ economies. 
This special occasion serves as well to 

bring to the fore our unrelenting de-
sire to further contribute immensely 
to our country’s growth and march to 

national greatness,” he added. 
Bello also reiterated the theme of 

this year’s celebration as reflective of 
the Filipino nation’s journey for an 
inclusive society. “Our celebratory 
theme, ‘Kalayaan 2018: pagbabagong 
ipinaglaban, Alay sa Masaganang 
Kinabukasan,’ reflects our continu-
ing national journey leading to a just 
and inclusive society. A society that 
gives premium to the welfare of each 
Filipino worker everywhere in the 
world. Together, let us continue with 
our struggle for global excellence and 
national pride with burning national-
ism in every Filipino’s heart. Isang 
makabuluhang Araw ng Kalayaan 
sa ating lahat!.”

HE Alan L Timbayan

Message of Philippine  
Ambassador to Qatar

Secretary Silvestre H Bello III (centre) during the community assembly held in Doha last year. 

While we have seen stories of hardships; while we have 
experienced sufferings; and while we have heard of 
stories of abuse, our compatriots and modern-day  
heroes are not daunted. The Filipinos no doubt  
remain among the most efficient, productive  
and sought-after partners in moving other  
nations’ economies.
 ~  HE Silvestre H. Bello III
	 Philippine	Labour	Secretary
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Embassy events kick-start Philippine 
Independence Day celebration

W
e are here in a coun-
try not of our own in 
search for better op-
portunities for the 
sake of our families 

back in our motherland. We should 
always be reminded not just to care 
for ourselves and our loved ones but 
we should be more caring for one an-
other. We should put duty to God and 
duty to country above duty to fam-
ily and self in order to achieve unity 
among our peoples and abundance 
for our nation. 

While we live with the hope that 
our families back home will have 
a brighter tomorrow, we should 
do what we can to encourage and 
inspire the success of our fellow citi-
zens. We can make a real difference 
in upholding and in fervently praying 
for the leaders of our country and 
for the prosperity and security of 
our beloved Philippines. This is the 
essence of Independence, choos-
ing to sacrifice so that others may 
have better lives. We can be more 
independent if we do not forget 
our identity, our culture, the gallant 
struggles of our heroes, and what it 
means to be a true Filipino. 

It is our blessing to express 
our warm appreciation to the good 
citizens and the government of the 
State of Qatar for the privileges in 
residing and working in this fine and 
welcoming land. We especially thank 
the Ministry of Administrative Devel-
opment, Labour and Social Affairs 
(MADLSA) for the continuing support 
to our Filipino workers.

As we celebrate the 120th Anni-
versary of the Declaration of Philip-
pine Independence, we extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to all of you who 
continually give your labor of love for 
our brethren.

Happy Philippine Independence 
Day! Long live the Philippines! 

Mabuhay Pilipinas kong mahal!

David Des Dicang

Message of Philippine  
Labour Attaché to Qatar

The Philippines’ economic growth is 
expected to sustain its quick pace in 
2018 and 2019 as the government’s 

infrastructure program is rolled out, 
says a new Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) report.

In its new Asian Development Out-
look (ADO) 2018, ADB projects Phil-
ippine gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth at 6.8 percent this year and 6.9 
percent in 2019, up from 6.7 percent in 
2017. ADB’s flagship annual economic 
publication further states that rising 
domestic demand, remittances, and em-
ployment, in addition to infrastructure 
spending, will drive growth. 

“Along with domestic demand, the 
government’s infrastructure invest-
ments will fuel the country’s growth in 
the next few years, supported by a sound 
economic policy setting. We expect this 
growth to further lift wage employment 
numbers, add to household incomes, 
and benefit more poor families across 
the archipelago,” said Kelly Bird, ADB 
Country Director for the Philippines.

According to the report, the Philip-
pines remained one of the strongest 
growing economies in Southeast Asia in 
2017 with domestic investment record-
ing 9 percent growth last year, moder-
ating from a brisk 23.7 percent in 2016, 
although growth in fixed investment in in-
dustrial machinery, transport equipment, 
and public construction remained robust. 

The publication further cites that 
household consumption grew by 5.8 
percent in 2017, from 7 percent in 2016, 
on the back of higher remittances and 
employment, with the unemployment 
rate falling by 1.3 percentage points to 
5.3 percent in January 2018 as 2.4 mil-
lion jobs were added. Public spending 

rose by 7.3 percent last year from 8.4 
percent in 2016.

Consumer price inflation reached 
3.2 percent last year from 1.8 percent 
in 2016 due to strong economic growth, 
higher international fuel prices, and 
Philippine peso depreciation, but well 
within the 2 percent to 4 percent target 
by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas — the 
country’s central bank. 

The country’s external debt further 
declined to 23.3 percent of GDP in 2017, 
from 24.5 percent of GDP in 2016.

Moving forward, ADB projects serv-

ices will continue to drive GDP growth, 
along with manufacturing and construc-
tion industries. The approval of the Tax 
Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion 
law in December 2017 will augment tax 
revenues and provide additional fis-
cal space for more progressive public 
spending. 

The policy reforms are expected to 
yield additional 90 billion to 144 billion 
Philippine pesos ($1.73 billion to $2.76 
billion) in tax revenue collection in 2018 
and 2019, respectively.

With economic growth gaining mo-

mentum, inflation is projected to reach 
4 percent in 2018 as global oil and food 
prices rise, and higher excise taxes on 
some commodities take effect. 

In 2019, meanwhile, inflation is ex-
pected to marginally decline to 3.9 per-
cent.

The report notes there are external 
risks to the Philippines’ growth outlook 
from heightened volatility in interna-
tional financial markets and uncertainty 
about global trade openness, although 
the country’s strong external payments 
position would cushion these effects.

A major policy challenge to the 
country’s growth outlook, according to 
the report, is managing the rollout of 
the government’s “Build, Build, Build” 
infrastructure programme, which is 
expected to raise public infrastructure 
spending to 7.3 percent of GDP by 2022 
from 4.5 percent in 2016. 

The report provides suggestions on 
ways to enhance government capac-
ity, including strengthening coordina-
tion between government agencies and 
improving technical capacity of staff 
within these agencies, and fostering 
stronger partnerships between govern-
ment agencies, the private sector, and 
development partners.

ADB, based in Manila, is dedicated 
to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacif-
ic through inclusive economic growth, 
environmentally sustainable growth, 
and regional integration. established 
in 1966, it is owned by 67 members—48 
from the region.

(Source: WWW.ADb.orG)

Infrastructure drive, strong domestic demand to sustain Philippine growth
The Philippines remained one of 
the strongest growing econo-
mies in Southeast Asia in 2017 
with domestic investment 
recording 9 percent growth last 
year, moderating from a brisk 
23.7 percent in 2016, although 
growth in fixed investment in 
industrial machinery, transport 
equipment, and public  
construction remained robust

Philippine Embassy Doha and the Westin Doha Hotel & Spa 
launched a week-long celebration of the rich flavours and diver-
sity of Filipino food through the food festival billed “A Culinary 
Journey Around the Philippines” which opened at the hotel’s 
Seasonal Tastes Restaurant on June 30. It featured the dishes 
of Manila-based celebrity chef Michelle Adrillana. 

Philippine Embassy Doha hosted a diplomatic reception to celebrate the 120th anniversary of the 
declaration of Philippine independence at the Westin Doha Hotel on May 6. 

Renowned Philippine concert pianist and former president of 
the Cultural Centre of the Philippines Dr. Raul Sunico led the 
classical music event organised by the Philippine Embassy Doha 
in collaboration with Katara Cultural Village at the Katara Opera 
House on May 4. Sunico was joined by Stefanie Quintin (so-
prano) and Jesper Mercado (pianist) 
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Ailyn AgoniA
Doha

Gerry’s Grill restaurant takes pride in its 
unique dishes inspired by foods known in 
every region across the Philippines. 

To many Filipino diners, Gerry’s signa-
ture dishes bring back memories of their 

own hometown or family gatherings spent in one 
of Gerry’s stores back home. For foreign guests, an 
experience at Gerry’s offers a proper introduction 
to the diverse and rich Filipino cuisine known for 
its mixed influences (Chinese, spanish, Malaysian, 
Indonesian and American) that has evolved over 
many centuries. 

The first Gerry’s Grill store opened in the Phil-
ippines in 1997. since then, the eatery became a 
favourite with Filipinos opting for more ‘home-
cooked’ meals rather than settling for fast food op-
tions. The restaurant business rapidly expanded. As 
of May 24, 2018, Gerry’s has a total of 101 stores in 
the Philippines and nine branches abroad – two in 
singapore, four in the Us, one in Dubai 
and two in Qatar. 

Gerry’s Grill in Qatar 
opened with its first branch 
in Al Nasser in the last 
quarter of 2013. Then 
in January 2015, an-
other branch in Barwa 
City opened to bet-
ter cater to Gerry’s 
growing market in 
the country.  

“We decided 
to open in Qa-
tar to offer to our 
kababayan’s their 
favourite Filipino 
dishes through Fili-
pino style of service. Our 
Kababayans’ had been re-
sponsive to Gerry’s presence in 

Qatar. similarly, we are 
able to promote Filipino 

cuisine to the interna-
tional market here,” 

said Gerry’s Grill 
regional Manager 
Marlo Valledor. 

He said their 
signature dish-
es that became 

most popular in 
Qatar include Ini-

haw na Pusit (grilled 
squid), Beef sisig (beef 

dish served in sizzling 
plates), Inihaw na Manok (Fili-

pino chicken barbecue), Chicken Inasal (a vari-
ant of roast chicken common in the Visayas) and 
Crispy Mutton Leg which is a variant of Filipino 
dish using ingredients suitable to the Middle 
eastern market. 

Valledor said plans for more Gerry’s stores in 
the Middle east are on the cards for the Filipino 
brand, in particular, targeting to have around 20 to 
25 branches across the GCC by 2025. 

“Filipino cuisine, in general, offers unique fla-
vours compared to other Asian dishes. In terms 
of reaching out to non-Filipino market in Qatar, 
Gerry’s intends to compete with the grill house res-
taurants in the local market since we offer a lot of 
grill dishes that we know can satisfy the cravings of 
Qatar diners.” 
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Around the Philippines one plate at a time
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MEZZA Restaurant 
specialises in au-
thentic home cook-
ing style of Filipino 
and international 

cuisines. For several years 
now, it has been part of many 
memorable gatherings and 
get-togethers where a feast 
of good food is served as 
crowd-pleaser and conversa-
tion piece. 

In the Middle Eastern 
cuisine, “Meze” (pronounced 
as mezza) refers to dishes 
served in small portions. 
When pronounced, it 
also refers to a Filipino 
word ‘mesa’ which trans-
lates to ‘table’ in English. 

More so, MEZZA is a 
family-approved dining 
place as its very acronym 
represents the members of Al 
Lenjawi family. Thus, the res-
taurant’s menu has food for 
everyone! From its tender and 

soft Spare Ribs ala Mezza, siz-
zling seafoods, Calamera ala 
Mezza and all-time favourites 
Filipino dishes Special Bulalo 
(Filipino stew made from beef 
shanks) and Ginataang Lang-
ka (unripe jackfruit cooked 
in coconut milk), food by 
MEZZA is all about satisfying 
the cravings of each and every 
guest. 

“The difference of MEZ-
ZA with other restaurants is 
the way the food is cooked. 
We are the only Filipino res-
taurant in Qatar with a ‘show 
kitchen’. Thus, our diners 
can see for themselves that 
our food is prepared fresh 
in a home cooking style. 
Additionally, our chefs are 
inspired by the restaurant’s 

concept of cooking with 
a smile!” said Layla 

B e r n a l , 

MEZZA’s owner. 
The show kitchen high-

lights MEZZA’s new posh 
restaurant which recently 
opened in B-Square Mall. 
Aside from entertaining din-
ers, MEZZA also offers ca-
tering services for corporate 
events and functions, and 
for special occasions such as 
weddings, birthday parties, 
private events and outdoor 
activities. 

Among the events where 
MEZZA has exhibited its 
food include at the Fan Zone 
during the 2017 Emir Cup, 

8th Qatar International 
Food Festival, Be Fit 

event for Qatar Na-
tional Sports Day 
2017 n City Center 
Rotana Doha, and 

Filipino Commu-
nity and Family Day 

held in Westin Doha Ho-
tel and Spa.
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Food fit for a

OvER a wide area, B Square 
Mall has focused on the 
promotion of entertain-

ment and family destinations 
to occupy the largest part of the 
area, which is up to 60% of the 
area of the rental mall and is di-
vided between entertainment 
games for different age groups 
and a cinema, a ski lounge and 
bowling hall. B Square Mall dis-
tinguishes itself from the rest 
of the commercial complexes, 
as well as cafes and restaurants 
that are diverse and selected to 
satisfy all tastes through its di-
versity. The mall has a range of 
service stores including a phar-
macy, a car rental shop, a rose 
shop, a beauty salon and more. 
And between the privileged part-
ners “Spar supermarket”, which 
resides in the Qatari market for 
the first time, the most impor-

tant characteristic of its products 
is fresh and high quality, in addi-
tion to 63 Outlet, which will pro-
vide an opportunity for families 
shopping from the world’s most 
important brand favorites along 
with discount prices. Its loca-
tion gives it an added advantage 
as it is located in an area that 
needs shopping and entertain-
ment services and is therefore 
an outlet for many residents and 

the public. As the tenants have 
been carefully selected and in 
tune with the B Square Mall, it 
has been a unique experience for 
shopping and entertainment in 
the Qatari market. About 75% of 
the mall has been leased and the 
door is still open to more select 
distinguished partners.

The mall’s management is al-
ways keen to communicate with 
the public to learn about their 
suggestions and ideas through 
social networking sites. Some 
suggestions have already been 
taken and implemented on the 
ground, such as the children’s 
arts area, which is held on week-
ends and children participate 
in drawing and coloring with a 
clown. There are also a number 
of recreational activities for them 
free of charge and has already re-
ceived a good turnout.

With a different concept of entertainment and shopping 
B Square Mall is the leading 
family destination in Qatar
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FAQs on doing business  
in the Philippines 

What is the general policy of the 
government for foreign investments?

The government recognises 
the pivotal role of private sector 
investments and, thereby, com-
mits to continuously enhance the 
business climate. Foreign invest-
ments are encouraged to fill in 
capital gaps, help provide em-
ployment, increase production, 
and provide a base for the over-
all development of the economy. 
Investment rules and regulations 
have thus been liberalised to fa-
cilitate the entry of foreign in-
vestments.

Who can invest?
Anyone, regardless of nation-

ality, is welcome to invest in the 
Philippines. With the liberalisa-
tion of the foreign investment law, 
100 percent foreign equity may be 
allowed in all areas of investment 
except those reserved for Filipi-
nos by mandate of the Philippine 

Constitution and existing laws.

What requirements must be complied 
with before a foreign corporation can 
do business in the Philippines? 

A foreign corporation must 
first secure the necessary licences 
or registrations from the appro-
priate government bodies. In the 

case of corporations or partner-
ships, the necessary incorpora-
tion papers from the Securities 
and Exchange Commission must 
first be obtained. In the case of 
single proprietorship, registra-
tion from the Bureau of Trade 
Regulation & Consumer Protec-
tion of the Department of Trade 

and Industry must be secured.

Are foreigners allowed to lease land?
Foreign investors investing in 

the Philippines can now lease pri-
vate lands up to 75 years. Based 
on R.A. No. 7652, entitled “Inves-
tor’s Lease Act”, lease agreements 
may be entered into with Filipino 
landowners. The lease period is 
50 years, renewable once for an-
other 25 years.

For tourism projects, the 
lease shall be limited to projects 
with an investment of not less 
than US$5M, 70% of which shall 
be infused in said project within 
3 years from the signing of the 
lease contract.

For more information, down-
load our Primer on Tourism 
Investment in the Philippines. 
Please have an Adobe Reader in-
stalled to be able to open this file.

(source: www.tourism.gov.ph)
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FACEBook, the world’s lead-
ing social media platform, has 
partnered with the overseas 

Workers Welfare Administration 
(oWWA), to empower overseas 
Filipino workers (oFWs) and 
their families to fully harness 
the positive component of online 
networking and communication 
technology.

 The partnership, announced 
on the official website of the Phil-
ippine Department of Labor and 
Employment (DoLE), will be 
implemented through digital lit-
eracy seminars to help the oFWs 
and their families know the right 
use of the social media and en-
able them to participate in build-
ing a positive and respectful com-
munity online.

The digital literacy seminars 
will also provide small business 
training for oFWs with an entre-
preneurial skill to prepare them 
for their eventual return to the 
country. oWWA’s launching of 
the tie-up with the social media 
giant was one of the highlights of 

the 2018 Migrant Workers’ Day 
celebration held at the Philippine 
International Convention Cent-
er. The event was attended by 
2,000 oFWs and their families.

oWWA also signed a Memo-
randum of Agreement between 
oWWA and Coca-Cola Far East 
Limited to further strengthen 
the reintegration programme of 
oWWA through entrepreneur-
ship pathway specifically for re-
turning female oFWs.

“Livelihood has always been 
an integral component of the 
reintegration programme of 
oWWA. Given the onset of tech-
nology and the power of social 
media, we must take advantage 
of these platforms to more eco-
nomic uses,” said oWWA Ad-
ministrator Hans Leo J. Cacdac.

Labour Secretary Silvestre H. 
Bello III recognised the Filipino 
migrant workers’ hard work, 
skill, and talent as they face chal-
lenges in the global economy.

 
(source: www.dole.gov.ph)

OWWA partners with  
Facebook to empower OFWs
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Philippines among Asia’s  
fastest-growing economies

T
he Philippines is on its way to achiev-
ing its targets for high growth and fi-
nancial inclusion for the rest of Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency as 
the government enjoys enough fiscal 

space to further accelerate spending on its core 
programmes, according to Philippine Finance Sec-
retary Carlos Dominguez III. 

Dominguez said an even more aggressive 
spending from hereon on the “Build, Build, 
Build” programme and other poverty-reduction 
initiatives would help the Duterte Administration 
achieve its target of a GDP (Gross Domestic Prod-
uct) growth of 7 percent or better and a reduced 
poverty-incidence rate of 14 percent over the me-
dium term.

“President Duterte’s commitment to attain-
ing an investment-led and inclusive economy via 
a massive public spending strategy would usher 
in what the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
forecast to be the ‘golden age’ of the  Philippines’ 
economic growth ,” said Dominguez, following the 
announcement by the Philippine Statistical Au-
thority (PSA) of a GDP growth of 6.8 percent in 
the year’s first quarter.

The PSA said in its report that the industry sec-
tor recorded the fastest growth at 7.9 percent, 
while the services sector expanded 7.0 per-
cent and agriculture 1.5 percent.

According to the PSA, the services 
sector had the highest contribution 
to GDP growth with 4.0 percent-
age points, followed by industry 
with 2.7 percentage points 
and agriculture with 0.1 
percentage points.

S o c i o e c o n o m i c 
Planning Secre-
tary ernesto 
Pernia said 

this quarter’s GDP growth was the 
10th straight quarter of economic 

expansion at above 6.5 percent.
“With President Duterte’s for-

eign policy recalibration, which has 
enabled the government to secure 
ODA (official development assist-
ance) from our friends in the re-
gion plus grants and concessional 

loans from multilateral institutions; 

above-target performance by our revenue agen-
cies as a result of the TRAIN (Tax Reform for Ac-
celeration and Inclusion) Law; and investment-
grade credit ratings responsible for successful 
bond floats here and abroad, the government now 
enjoys a large headroom for high and inclusive 
growth,” Dominguez added.

he said the government’s unprecedented in-
vestments in physical and human infrastructure 
would supercharge the economy; attract more in-

vestments and create a lot more jobs, especially 
for our young workforce; and liberate millions of 
Filipinos from poverty, which are in keeping with 
President Duterte’s electoral mandate.

The “Build, Build, Build” programme is now 
in full swing, he noted, with 75 big-ticket infra-
structure projects worth $170 billion designed to 
reverse regional underdevelopment and income 
inequality by creating growth corridors all over 
the country.

“Of these projects, 35 have already passed the 
approval process while the rest are expected to get 
the go-ahead before year-end,” he said.

“Our people will feel the economic benefits of 
these projects soon enough and our country would 
move up to upper middle-income status by the 
time the President leaves office in 2022,” he said.

(Source: www.dof.gov.ph)
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An even more aggressive 
spending from hereon on the 
‘Build, Build, Build’ programme 
and other poverty-reduction 
initiatives would help the 
Duterte Administration achieve 
its target of a GDP (Gross 
Domestic Product) growth of 7 
percent or better and a reduced 
poverty-incidence rate of 14 
percent over the medium term
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Making doing business  
in the Philippines easier 
P

hilippine president Ro-
drigo Roa Duterte signed 
into law Republic Act 
(RA) 11032 or the “ease 
of Doing Business Act”, at 

the Malacañan palace last month. 
The signing was witnessed by 

philippine Secretary of Trade and in-
dustry Ramon M. lopez together with 
other members of the cabinet, mem-
bers of the house Senate and house 
of Representatives, DTi officials and 
members of the private sector and 
business organisations.

The objective of the law is to short-
en the number of days in processing 
permits and licences for all business-
related transactions. This also includes 
stricter rules like the two-strike policy 
for government officials who fail to is-
sue permits in the given period.

The “ease of Doing Business Act” 
amends the Republic Act 9485, oth-
erwise known as the “Anti-Red Tape 
Act of 2007”.

The philippine Department of 
Trade and industry (DTi) expressed 

optimism that the newly-enacted 
ease of Doing Business and efficient 
Government Service Delivery Act of 
2018 would make doing business in 
the philippines easier as it promotes 
efficient government. 

“Under the eODB/efficient Gov-
ernment Act, businesses can ex-
pect streamlined processes, reduced 
processing times from all government 
agencies, including government-
owned and controlled corporations 
(GOCCs).  Government agencies shall 
be made to comply with the pre-
scribed processing time: three work-
ing days for simple transactions, 
seven working days for complex 
transactions, and 20 working days for 
highly technical transactions,” DTi 
Secretary lopez said. 

The eODB-eGSDA Act, which 
amended the Anti-Red Tape Act of 
2007, requires all local government 
units to streamline procedures for 
the issuance of business permits, 

clearance and other type 
of authorisations by 

implementing unified business ap-
plication form. lGUs are mandated 
to set up Business One Stop Shop 
(BOSS) to facilitate business permits 
application.  The law also provides 
that barangay clearances and permits 
must be issued at the city or munici-
pality to speed up transactions. 

Apart from streamlining, the law 
also provides for the creation of a Cen-
tral Business portal that will receive 
and capture application data on busi-
ness-related transactions, while phil-
ippine Business Databank shall pro-
vide lGUs and national government 
agencies access to information to veri-
fy validity and existence of businesses. 
With this, businesses are not required 
to submit the same documentary re-
quirement previously submitted.  
The DTi Secretary, who now chairs the 
ease of Doing Business and Anti Red 
Tape Advisory Council (eODB/ART-
AC), called RA 11032 a landmark legis-
lation that will have a direct impact on 
all citizens and business sector. 

“We realised that for the eODB 

reforms to be fully implemented and 
integrated, a whole-of-government 
approach was necessary. Thus, in full 
support of the president’s vision, Con-
gress enacted a law that will make do-
ing business in the philippines easier 
and more importantly, create a more 
efficient government.” lopez added.

The eODB-eGSDA law will be im-
plemented by the Anti-Red Tape Au-
thority, an agency under the Office of 
the president that will monitor com-
pliance of agencies, and implement 
and oversee national policy on anti-
red tape and ease of doing business. 

The seven-member ease of Doing 
Business and Anti-Red Tape Advisory 
Council will be composed of the Sec-
retaries of DilG, DiCT, and DOF, and 
two members from the private sector. 

The eODB/ARTAC will serve as 
the policy and advisory body of ARTA, 
to be chaired by DTi Secretary, and 
the Director General of the Anti Red 
Tape Authority (ARTA) as Vice Chair. 

(Source: www.dti.gov.ph) 
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Filipinos embrace true  

essence of unity, tolerance

~Dr. Alvin Abainza 
Vice-Chairman
Beautiful Philippines Qatar (BPQ)

In the celebration of the 120th 
Philippine Independence Day, we, 
as Filipinos are being challenged 
by diversity -- in ideas, beliefs, 
affiliations, relationships and 
perspectives, which led to 
emotional and intellectual 
indifference among a few. I 
urge everyone to reminisce the 
resilience that we once had in the 
past -- surviving from the most 
challenging times of our existence 
as a country by being able to 
embrace the true essence of unity, 
fair judgment and tolerance in 
facing our challenges towards a 
much sustainable security in many 
aspects of our lives. Thus, may we 
become instruments and partners 
to this advocacy of change for the 
sake of our future generations. 
Mabuhay tayong lahat!!!
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Ailyn AgoniA 
Doha

W
hen Filipinos come together 
and unselfishly contribute for a 
noble goal, this is a demonstra-
tion of a distinct Filipino cus-
tom known as ‘bayanihan’.

From the word ‘bayan’ which means na-
tion, town or community, the term ‘bayani-
han’ refers to the spirit of communal unity 
and working side-by-side, usually extending 
a helping hand during the most trying times. 

In olden days, particularly in rural areas 
of the Philippines, the concept was embod-
ied by a scenario of men carrying a house 
on their shoulders to help a family relocate. 
While today you may no longer see Filipinos 
literally moving houses, this unity, coopera-
tion and reaching out to compatriots is kept 
alive in many other forms. 

In Qatar, Bayanihan refers to the alli-
ance of around 29 organisations mostly in 
grassroots sector advocating the concept 
through their activities and projects that 
benefit the most vulnerable members of 
the community. 

Formed last year, the group Bayanihan 

takes pride in empowering its members who 
are mostly employed as household serv-
ice workers and construction workers with 
leadership trainings and other mentoring 
opportunities that equip them with neces-
sary skills to be more effective in their work 
and to be active members of the community 
and residents of Qatar. 

Bayanihan group became a household 
name in the community because of their 
many projects that directly benefit dis-
tressed overseas Filipino workers (OFWs). 
They also launch projects aimed at giving 
back to Qatar community like the clean up 
campaigns spearheaded by The Filipino 
Community (TFC) where members bear 
the heat of the sun to tidy up public places 
across the city. 

“The spirit of bayanihan for us is helping 

one another without expecting anything in 
return. It is one of the most ideal virtues of 
being a Filipino. The bayanihan spirit lives 
on among us and has been demonstrated 
in many instances especially during natu-
ral calamities or when disasters strike. We 
always find a way to help others in need. In 
Qatar, our group tries to live by this virtue 
by showing our concern to the environment 
which is also our way of showing our love to 
Qatar as our second home,” said TFC Presi-
dent emil Libres. 

Other programmes launched by mem-
ber groups of Bayanihan include leadership 
training and public speaking workshops led 
by Bayanihan ng Manggagawa sa Konstruk-
syon sa Qatar (BMKQ), outreach initiative 
called “Bayanihan sa Pagmamahal at Mala-
sakit sa Kapwa” led by Brethren organisa-

tion and sports festival for all members. 
During the holy month of Ramadan, 

Republika Supremo International Organi-
zation (RS) has made it their tradition to 
conduct iftar drive where RS and the rest of 
Bayanihan members distribute iftar packets 
to random motorists.

Bayanihan is also among the biggest 
supporters of various programmes of the 
Philippine embassy Doha and the United 
Filipino Organizations in Qatar (UFOQ), 
like the successful fun run event of the Fili-
pino community held on the occasion of Qa-
tar national Day. 

“Bayanihan spirit is one of the many 
beautiful things in being a Filipino. It is a 
unique virtue ingrained upon us that mir-
rors Filipinos’ genuine care to others and 
preparedness to extend a helping hand at 
all times. Through it, we see our dignity and 
rise against all odds,” said RS Founder and 
President Pascual Castro. 

Other leaders of Bayanihan group mem-
bers also impart their views about the con-
cept including OFW Kabisig Group of Qatar. 

“The principles of bayanihan serve as 
our guide in reaching out to our members 
and in projects that we do. In every way 
that we can, we let our members know that 
we are here for them,” said Lea Fe nicho-
las of Kabisig. 

“While strategies and solutions will vary 
from organisation to organisation, strong 
community leadership will play a key role in 
promoting the bayanihan spirit among Fili-
pinos in Qatar. As a leader, we have to make 
an effort to consistently communicate the 
vision and the purpose of our organisations. 
This way, people will understand the bigger 
picture of our cause and eventually develop 
a desire to be a part of something signifi-
cant,” said Gregg Talaue, President of Qatar-
Pilipino helping hand (QPhh), a member 
of Bayanihan. 

PSSP-Qatar leader Joel Mejia added, 

“Because of the concept of bayanihan, Filipi-
nos are brought up with the idea of helping 
others the best that we can. This is not just 
about sharing material things. In our group 
Philippine Society of Safety Professionals 
(PSSP-QATAR), we share our expertise and 
knowledge by conducting quality training 
and seminars for our members.” 

Bayanihan spirit rules the hearts of Pinoys in Qatar
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Iftar drive led by Republika Supremo. 

Assistance drive for victims of fire in labour camp. 

In Qatar, Bayanihan refers 
to the alliance of around 
29 organisations mostly in 
grassroots sector advocat-
ing the concept through their 
activities and projects that 
benefit the most vulnerable 
members of the community
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Celebrate the Spirit of Freedom

Bayanihan Qatar joins the celebration of the 
120th Philippine Independence Day 

Let us commemorate the sacrifices of our 
heroes and those who gave up their lives  

for freedom and democracy!

“The concept of bayanihan inspires ca-
maraderie, unity and cooperation among 
us. This is one of the many Filipino values 
that we are really proud of and we will con-
tinue nourish as part of our culture,” said 
Lharz Arintoc, President of OFW Barkada-
han sa Qatar. 

Joseph Boco, Elite OFW Qatar Presi-

dent, added, “In our group with more 
than 100 members, we demonstrate the 
spirit of bayanihan through our pro-
grammes and activities that raise the 
awareness of our members on impor-
tant issues and promote good relations 
in the community.”

“I believe that being a Filipino it is im-
portant that we do not forget the concept 
of bayanihan. It should be demonstrated 
in our daily lives in order to help our 
community grow. This should also be 
passed on to the next generations,” said 
Arlene Monsalud, President of Real 
Community Buddies (RCB). 

Munting Tambayan Group President 
Mary Jean Benjamin Lipa underscored that 
the practice of bayanihan is simply a trade-
mark of being a Filipino. 

Other support groups of Bayanihan in-
clude Bayanihan sa Manggagawa sa Kon-
struksyon sa Qatar (BMKQ), Baddicts, 
Kampi, Selda 15, Familia, Kapuso, Qatar 
Fitness Squad, OFW Kabisig, Shuttle Bud-
dies, HERO-Qatar, Munting Tambayan, 
Buklod ng Bayanihang Filipinos sa Qatar 
(BBFQ), Karamay Tara Tambay Damay 
Damay Tayo (KATAMDAMAY), Karamay 
Kita Kabayan (KKK), OFQ Barkadahan sa 
Qatar and DDGC. 

Bayanihan spirit rules the hearts of Pinoys in Qatar

Qatar Tribune thanks the Embassy of the Philippines in Qatar and the advertisers   
for the contribution and support rendered in preparing this supplement.
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Independence Day 

“Badminton  Physical Fitness  healthy living”

Assistance drive for victims of fire in labour camp. 

First edition of the Bayanihan Sports Festival 

Participants undergo leadership training.

At the Qatar Sports Day event 

Bayanihan member groups participate in Qatar National Day event held in Al Rayyan. 

The true essence lies in 
serving the community

~Henry Dimaano
Chairman,  
United Filipino  
Organizations  
in Qatar

The celebration of the Philippine 
Independence Day is a much-
awaited occasion for many 
Filipino groups in Qatar. It is the 
time when we all gather together 
under one roof and celebrate 
not just the event but the 
contributions of each and every 
organisation to the dynamism of 
our growing community. I hope our 
community leaders continue to 
uplift the true essence of serving 
the community. Let us honour 
the memories of our heroes who 
fought for our freedom by being 
advocates of peace and harmony 
among us. Let us give back to our 
beloved second home Qatar by 
being dedicated professionals 
and giving our best to contribute 
to the exciting 
developments in the 
country. 

Genuine concern and love are 
what our Motherland needs. Long 
live the Republic of the 
Philippines!

Genuine concern and love 
for our Motherland

~Engr. Rene Cirio
President, Philippine  
Society of Mechanical  
Engineers- Qatar 
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Ailyn AgoniA 
Doha

V
olunteers are invaluable 
resources to organisations be-
cause of the hours and years 
of service they dedicate to or-
ganisations and various roles 

they are able to perform. 
the dynamic Filipino community in 

Qatar thrives with the contributions of vol-
unteers bringing in their varied experience 
and expertise to drive various initiatives to 
a success.

the strong motivation for volun-
teerism among Filipinos is also one of 
the biggest factors behind the success-
ful implementation of the Information 
technology Program (ItP) of over-
seas Workers Welfare Administration 
(oWWA) in Qatar. 

oWWA, an attached agency of the 
Department of labor and employment 
in the Philippines (Dole), is the lead 
government agency tasked to protect 
and promote the welfare and well-
being of overseas Filipino Workers 
(oFWs). 

Dole-oWWA ItP is aimed at 
bridging the communication gap 
through the use of internet be-
tween the oFW and his/her family.  
through this programme, oFWs 
are also able to upgrade their skills 
which help them to become more 
competitive in their respective 
worksites. 

From 116 graduates from 
the first batch of ItP in 2008, 
the total number of graduates 
is now at 5,937 following the 
graduation of the 20th batch of 
the programme last year. And 

behind these figures are the ItP team of 
volunteers which to date comprised of 37 
passionate individuals. 

“there are more than 6,000 oFWs 
who have already benefitted from Dole-
oWWA ItP. Currently, we are conduct-
ing 11 Basic and Advanced level Classes 
bi-annually (every 6 months). In terms of 
recruiting volunteers, the programme is 
open for all Filipino expats in Qatar who 
are passionate about sharing their techni-
cal skills and knowledge and offering their 
time for free to improve the lives of our fel-
low oFWs,” said robin oira, former Head 
of ItP volunteers. 

“Dole-oWWA ItP has a big impact to 
the Filipino community since its inception. 
It has affected the lives of thousands of Fil-
ipinos in Qatar who benefitted with their 
newly acquired technical know-how in 
computers. some of our graduates had the 
opportunity to change and get better jobs 
as well as earn promotions in their current 
work. other graduates have already put 
up their own businesses upon their return 
to our homeland. the programme is also 
reaching out to distressed oFWs for their 

technical training while they are under the 
care of Polo-oWWA,” robin added. 

the courses available to oFWs through 
the programme are Basic Computer Course 
(Windows operating system-Ms office), 
Advance computer courses, Database 
Fundamentals (Microsoft Access), Visual 
Graphics Design (Adobe Photoshop), Web 
Design Fundamentals (Web Page Design ), 
Computer system servicing (PC Assembly 
and networking) and AutoCAD. 

the ItP volunteers, currently headed 
by remegio luzano, provide much-needed 
support, assistance, and individual atten-
tion that is crucial for learners’ technical 
education and development. the volun-
teers offer their services for free to Dole-
oWWA in Qatar without any expectation 
of receiving pay, compensation or other 
benefits in order to support the activities 
and mission of Dole-oWWA and/or gain 
experience in specific endeavours.

the ItP team of volunteers also in-
cludes Anthony Montenegro who leads 
the pool of volunteer instructors while 
lamberto Valenzuela heads the techni-
cal volunteers. Joel tiemsin serves as the  
assistant lead volunteer instructor 

“We are geared towards offering new 
courses and more classes as well once given 
the opportunity for additional classroom/ 
computer laboratory. We are also in the 
process of gathering applicants for tesDA 
(technical education and skills Develop-
ment Authority) examination to be held 
probably this year,” said Irene Fortes, one 
of the pioneer volunteers. 

Aside from assisting in the training 
courses, Irene added that last year ItP has 
launched the Annual Dole-oWWA ItPl-
ympics in order to promote camaraderie 
and physical wellness to program volun-
teers, participants and stakeholders.

Graduation of batch 20 of DOLE-OWWA ITP Programme in Qatar. 
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Celebrating volunteerism  
in the community 

DOLE-OWWA ITP is aimed at 
bridging the communication 
gap through the use of inter-
net between the OFW and 
his/her family.  Through this 
programme, OFWs are also 
able to upgrade their skills 
which help them to become 
more competitive in their 
respective worksites. 

On this special day we commemorate the 120th proclamation of the Philippine Independence Day. We remember the braveness of our Filipino soldiers who fought to gain our independ-
ence, our nation and our identity as a people. Way back, this independence was fought hard with arms and the blood of our heroes and other martyr ancestors so future generations 
could enjoy the freedom it deserved.  Indeed, we have come a long way as a people. Now, scattered across the globe, the new Filipino hero is someone who fuels the economic activi-
ties of not only in our beloved country, the Philippines, but the entire world. Can you name a place where no Filipino is employed? In the Middle East, particularly in Doha, the Filipino 
Community of professionals and blue collar job workers are a vital partner of Qatar in achieving its national development goals. Likewise, Filipinos are grateful as ever for this host 
country that has provided a platform for self-actualisation of the best and the brightest amongst our race. We’ll always regard this beloved country “home” and we are jubilant at the 
thought that even away from our motherland, we can gather as one to celebrate a momentous event in our history as a people. In such celebration, we especially extend our warmest 
thanks to the Government of Qatar for making us a partner in nation building. Freedom is gained not only in the battlefield of arms, but also in the battlefield of talents where our ac-
countants, nurses, doctors, engineers, architects, teachers, businessmen, hospitality personnel and all allied professionals contribute positively to the community.  

Can you name a place where no Filipino is employed?

Emma T Vitor
Managing Director, 
Philippine Institute 
of Certified Public 
Accountants-Doha 
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Forbes hailed for ranking  
the Philippines among top  

global tourism spots

T
he Department of Tour-
ism (DOT) warmly re-
ceived Forbes.com’s cita-
tion of the Philippines as 
one of the hottest tour-

ism destinations in Asia this year.
The article entitled “The 5 Spots In 

Asia That Are Booming With Tourists 
In 2018”, underscored the country’s 
improved connectivity and infrastruc-
ture as factors behind the increased 
tourism interest, according to an 
agency release. 

Forbes.com aligned the Philip-
pines with the continent’s must-visit 
destinations Japan, Malaysia, Indo-
nesia, and South Korea. The article 
stated, “With recent improvements in 
local infrastructure, top tourist desti-

nations are now being served by do-
mestic airports with frequent flights to 
and from the country’s major cities.”

Several international gateways 
across the Philippines have experi-
enced renovations last year with plans 
to develop more regional airports 
like the Iloilo International Airport, 
Bacolod-Silay Airport, Laguindin-
gan Airport in Misamis Oriental, and 
New Bohol International Airport in 
Panglao. 

Improved air connectivity and 
opening of new flights are expected 
with the Philippines’ hosting of Routes 
Asia 2019, the only route development 
event dedicated to the Asia Pacific re-
gion, in Cebu next year.

Not to be outdone, the 

country’s sea connectivity will receive 
a significant boost in the coming years 
with new major cruise lines including 
the Norwegian Cruise Lines, Windstar 
Cruises arriving in the Philippines 
shores for the first time.

Several cruise ships will also be 
returning and some like MSC Cruises, 
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines’ Ova-
tion of the Seas, Silversea Cruises’ Sil-
ver Whisper and Silver Shadow, and 
Crystal Cruises increasing the number 
of port calls.

Philippine tourism even bested the 
average tourism growth of Asia and 
the Pacific which 
is at 

six percent and Southeast Asia at eight 
percent, according to the latest United 
Nations World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) World Tourism Barometer.

Forbes.com is part of Forbes Digit-
al, a division of the American business 
magazine Forbes reputed for its lists 
and rankings. The website attracts 59 
million unique visitors each month 
with 30 million social media followers.

(Source: www.touriSm.gov.ph) 
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Another memorable  
celebration of  

‘KALAYAAN 2018’ in Qatar

~Engr. Rolan “BONGBONG” Nevado
Int’l. Director, Vanguard-Qatar
Director, GBHFI/1GANAP-Qatar

Vice President, Cyma Recta Brotherhood/
Sororities-Alumni Association Qatar

The Philippine Declaration of Inde-
pendence occurred in Kawit, Cavite on 
12 June 1898. Every year on this day, 
Filipinos across the Philippines and 
across the globe celebrate the freedom 
that we inherited from our national 
heroes who sacrificed their precious 
lives for their compatriots, and to once 
again proudly wave the Philippine flag. 
It has also been the tradition of the 
growing Filipino community in Qatar 
to commemorate the occasion grandly 
led by the Philippine Embassy along 
with the United Filipino Organizations 
in Qatar and with the support of the 
entire Filipino community. On behalf of 
the various community organizations, 
I am proud to be part of the celebra-
tions. Mabuhay ang mga Pilipino sa 
bansang Qatar! Mabuhay ang Pilipinas!

Celebrate with great passion, 
solemnity and eagerness

~Dr. Gerry P Macasa, Jr.
Chairman

Philippine School Doha- Board of Trustees

Philippine Independence day should 
always be celebrated with great pas-
sion, solemnity and eagerness. History 
tells us how our forefathers struggle for 
the longest time, valiantly fought hard 
and sacrificed their own lives to attain 
the freedom we enjoyed today. So it is 
but fitting that in this pensive moment 
we take the pledge of dedication to our 
forefathers who fought hard to attain 
the freedom and liberty we enjoy today. 
Happy Independence Day to all. 
Mabuhay!

Time to reaffirm the values 
that have shaped us

~Pascual Castro
Founder/ President 

 Republika Supremo International  
Organization 

We join the rest of the Filipino Com-
munity in Qatar and all the Filipinos 
in celebrating the 120th Philippine 
Independence Day. Let it be our duty to 
reaffirm the values that have shaped 
and strengthened our nation. We carry 
the legacy of solidarity and nationhood. 
Let us demonstrate once again our 
passion, excellence, and integrity in our 
chosen fields. Mabuhay!
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T
he Philippines received 2,049,094 foreign visitors from 
January to March 2018 compared to 1,784,882 interna-
tional arrivals recorded in the same period last year.

According to the industry performance report for trav-
el and tourism of the Philippine Department of Tourism, 

Korea tops the country’s visitor markets at 122,387 for the month of 
March. This, however, is 9.89 percent lower compared to the same pe-
riod last year. On the other hand, visitors from China increased by 50.42 
percent at 114,549. 

Other top visitor markets for the Philippines are USA, Japan, Aus-
tralia, United Kingdom, Canada, Taiwan, Singapore, hongkong, Malay-
sia, Germany, India, France and Indonesia. 

The statistics posted on the official website of the agency further 
show that the total visitor arrivals by air is 595,933 of which 64.45 per-
cent arrived via Manila. The total visitor arrivals by sea is at 46, 824. 
Majority of those who visited the Southeast Asian country was for 
pleasure or vacation at 52 percent wherein 38 percent belongs to the 
age bracket of 25 to 34 years old. It was followed by visits for business 
purposes at 25.9 percent with 43.6 percent belonging to age bracket 35 
to 44. Casual visits to friends or relatives are at 18. 4 percent and visits 
for health reasons are only at 0.5 percent. 

World Heritage Sites 
Since a large percentage of those visiting the Philippines are for the 

purpose of exploring various destinations in the country, the tourism 
agency has also provided a list of must-see places including Philippine 
properties included in the World heritage List.

Puerto Princesa Subterranean River – National Park, Palawan
Puerto Princesa Subterranean River National Park lies in the Saint 

Paul Mountain Range, 81 kilometres from the centre of Puerto Princesa 
City, but is still within the city boundaries. The Park is a natural wonder. 
Its geological features are unique and the Subterranean River is said to 
be among the longest in the world measuring up to 8.2 kilometres.

Puerto Princesa Subterranean River is one of the few in the world 
that flow out into the sea from an inland source. It has been the focus 
of much curiosity and scientific investigation. The topography of the 
property varies from flat plains to rolling hinterlands and hills to moun-
tain peaks. The extensive rainforest of the Park is the habitat of diverse 
endemic and endangered species of flora and fauna. The mouse deer, 
calamian deer, Palawan bearcat, porcupines, skunks, wild pigs, flying 
squirrels, rats, bats, and monkeys are among the animals that inhabit 
the Park. Cave-inhabiting forms of reptiles, birds, and mammals domi-
nate the animals. All of these endemic to Palawan: they exist now. 

Banaue Rice Terraces – Ifugao Province, Cordillera
The Rice Terraces of the Philippines Cordilleras have such a pow-

erful presence that makes them one of the most outstanding places in 
the country. Lying high in the Cordillera mountain range, their setting 
cannot be replicated anywhere in the lowland tropical landscape of the 
Philippines – or even anywhere in the world, for that matter.

high in the remote areas of the Philippine Cordillera mountain 
range, scholars believe, slopes have been terraced and planted with rice 
as far back as 2,000 years. Mountains terraced into paddies that still 
survive in varying states of conservation are spread over most of the 

20,000 square-kilometre land area (7 percent of the total land 
mass of the Philippine Archipelago) that is in the 

Northern Luzon provinces of Kalin-
ga-Apayao, Abra, Ben-

guet and 

Ifugao. The improbable site is found at altitudes varying from 700 to 
1,500 meters above sea level, where terraces are sliced into mountain 
slopes with contours that rise steeply.

historic City of Vigan- Vigan, Ilocos Sur
During the height of the Spanish colonial era in the 18th and 19th 

centuries, Vigan or Ciudad Fernandina de Vigan was the third most im-
portant city after Manila and Cebu. It was the centre of Spanish colo-
nial power in northern Luzon. The range of structures along the plazas 
and streets reveals the story of the town. Large and imposing buildings 
evoke political or religious power. Grand homes speak of wealth, while 
others speak of more modest means. The architectural ensemble shows 
that Vigan was the political, economic, religious, and artistic centre of 
the region. The town is a living testament to the Spanish colonial era, 
a place that exerts a strong cultural influence to the modern Philippine 
nation.

More importantly, the architecture of Vigan relates the story of the 
Filipino, of how his constant exposure to foreign influences endowed 
him with the ability to adapt foreign ideas and combine them into a style 
that is uniquely his own. Vigan Survives as a unique representation of 
the adaptation process that the multi-cultural Filipino is so good at.

Church of San Agustin – Paoay Ilocos Norte 
The San Agustin Church in Paoay began 

its construction in 1604 and fi-
nally completed n 

1710. 

This is one of the most outstanding "earthquake baroque" structure in 
the Philippines where the primary concern was to design the church for 
earthquake protection. The coral stone bell tower, standing at some dis-
tance from the church for earthquake protection, was finished in the 
second half of the 18th century. Philippine bell towers were constructed 
at a distance from the main church structure to avoid its falling on the 
church during earthquakes.

The most outstanding feature of the church is the phalanx of but-
tresses that just out perpendicularly from the sides to strengthen the 
walls against earthquake damage. It has the most massive buttressing 
in any church in the Philippines. Fourteen S-shaped buttresses rise in 
rhythmic cadence from the ground reaching almost to the roof line. A 
pyramidal finial triumphantly tops each buttress. The visual impact of 
the San Agustin church in Paoay is unforgettable.

Top Outdoor Activities 
There are many outdoor activities the Philippine islands have in 

store for the foreign and local tourists. Aside from cultural and heritage 
site tour, one can also make the most of their visit through wildlife site 
tour, diving and beach tours. The Philippine tourism agency suggests 
the following activities: 

Aerial Sports 
If you've ever dreamed of flying, the Philippines is a great place to re-

alise your dream. Skydiving, ultralight aircraft, and hot-air balloons are 
ready and waiting for you a few hours outside Manila. The quality of in-

struction is high, and the safety records are good. From the air, the 
green land and blue seas of the islands make a spec-

tacular sight. So stop dreaming, head for 
the Philippines, and take 

to the sky!

16

Philippines welcomed 
more than 2 million foreign 
tourists at the start of 2018  
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Caving 
Some of the most spectac-

ular sceneries in the Philippines lie deep 
underground. Almost every island has cave sytems, 

some accessible to the casual tourist, others challenging the skilled 
spelunker. Beneath the earth lies rivers and waterfalls, narrow pas-
sages, and vaulted chambers filled with a surreal array of limestone 
and crystal formations. Many caves are totally unexplored, pre-
senting the ultimate thrill in adventure travel: the chance to walk 
where no human has ever been.

Mountain Biking
From the mountains of Baguio to the beaches of Boracay, 

the Philippines is a perfect place for two-wheeled travel. The 
fat-tyred bike is a great way to explore remote areas where 
few vehicles go. There are endless routes available, on roads 
and on trails, from easy day rides to grueling week-long 
mountain adventures. Biking is a rapidly growing sport 
here: clubs of dedicated mountain bikers are springing up 
in many popular areas, and competitions are common. 
The local bikers are friendly and accommodating, and 
always willing to share information and rides along their 
favorite routes.

Sea Kayaking
Sea kayaking is a new sport in the Philippines, but 

with 7,107 islands offering every conceivable variety 
of tropical seascape, it is one that is sure to expand 
quickly. The islands offer thousands of kilometres 
of superb paddling on crystal-clear water, taking 
in exotic villages, pristine beaches, coral reefs, 
and mangrove swamps along the way. The kayak, 
silent and unobtrusive, is the perfect way to ex-
plore these delicate ecosystems without disturb-
ing wildlife or the peace of nature. For those 
seeking more extreme hills, the rugged east 
coast provides monster waves and fine rough-
water kayaking.

Surfing 
The Philippines offers surf for all levels. 

La Union on the northwest coast of Luzon, 
four hours north of Manila, is easy to get 
to, has good accommodation and food, 
and offers gentle beach breaks perfect 
for beginners. Baler and Infanta in Que-
zon, and Daet in Camarines Norte offer 
a more adventurous experience, with 
longer travel and bigger waves. For 
surfers seeking the extreme edge, the 
wild east coast is the place to be.

Trekking 
The best treasures in the Phil-

ippines are reserved for those who 
go beyond the end of the road. It 
is only by trekking that you can 
reach places where crystal riv-
ers plunge over dizzying falls 
and tattooed tribesmen live as 
they have for centuries. You 
will also see cliffs that tower 
above crashing surfs, virgin 
forests, clear rivers, mossy 
jungles, and cool moun-
tain ridges. Only trekkers 
experience the exhilara-
tion of conquering the 
heights of Mt. Apo or 
passing through the ee-
rie moonscape of Mt. 
Pinatubo. These ex-
periences, and many 
others, await those 
who leave the road 
behind, heft their 
packs, and trek the 
Philippines.

White Water 
Action 
White wa-

ter rafting and 

kayaking are the 
newest action sports in the 

Philippines. For decades, while adven-
ture-hungry travelers flocked to the rivers of Nepal 

and Borneo, the superb rapids of the Philippines lay undiscov-
ered. But that's changing fast: white water action is now available 
on half a dozen rivers in the Visayas and Mindanao, and more are 
being explored.

Rock Climbing 
Rock climbing is a relatively new sport to the Philippines, but 

it's spreading fast. There are already active climbing scenes in Ma-
nila and other major cities. Quality equipment are available in many 
outdoor shops, and there are excellent climbing sites only hours 
from the city of Manila itself. Manila has three gyms with indoor ar-
tificial climbing walls: Power Up Gym in Quezon City, Planet Rock 
in Makati, and Gravity Gym in Parañaque. All are excellent places 
to meet the friendly and helpful local climbers, who are your best 
guides to the outdoor climbing sites. Because the sport is so new, 
only a few major climbing areas have been developed, and most of 
these are close to the cities. This leaves enormous potential for ex-
ploration, and there are hundreds of sites and thousands of routes 
waiting for the brave and intrepid climber.

(Source: www.touriSm.gov.ph)
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The exotic jeepney 
is a post-war  

creation inspired by the 
GI jeeps that the American 

soldiers brought to the country 
in the 1940s. Enterprising Filipinos 

salvaged the surplus engines and came 
out unique vehicles of art.

The Philippines became 
the first Asian country to 

win FIVE major international 
beauty pageant crowns — three 

for Miss Universe, in 1969, 1973 and 
2015, and three for Miss Internation-
al, in 1965, 1970, and 1979.

about the Short distance and feeder 
trips could not be more 
exciting than via Philip-
pine quick transports – the 
tricycle, a motorcycle with 
a sidecar, and the pedicab, 
a bicycle with a sidecar.

The word “boondocks,” 

which is now a part of  

the English language, 

dictionary, and vocabulary, 

comes from the Tagalog 

word “bundok,” meaning 

“mountain.”

Paskuhan Village in the 
province of Pampanga is Asia’s only Christmas 

theme park and the third 
of its kind in the  world.

Negros Occidental has the 

most cities among Philippine 

provinces.

The largest Philippine wild  

animal, the tamaraw, is a  

species of the buffalo that is 

similar to the carabao. It is 

found only in the island  

of Mindoro.

The great Christmans lanterns 
of San Fernando, Pampanga can 
reach as big as 40 feet in diam-
eter, using as many as 16,000 
glowing bulbs.

Cebu is the  

oldest Philippine 

city.

The world’s longest under-
ground river system accessible 
to man can be found at the St. 

Paul National Park in the 
province of Palawan.

The highest mountain in the  
Philippines is Mt. Apo, a dormant 

volcano found in Mindanao, at 
2,954 meters (9,689 feet).  

Mt. Pulag in Luzon is the 
second highest at 2,928 
meters (9604 feet).

Filipinos celebrate the world’s 
longest religious holiday. The 
Christmas season begins on  
September 1st, as chillier winds 
and Christmas carols start filling 
the air, and ends on the first week 
of January, during the Feast of  
the Three Kings.

Philippine National Hero and 
writer Jose Rizal could read 

and write at age 2. He grew up 
to speak more than 20 languages, 
including Latin, Greek, German, 
French, and Chinese. What were his 
last words? “Consummatum est!” 
(“It is done!”).

Filipino bowler Rafael “Paeng” Nepomuceno was the first bowler to be elevated to the International Bowling Hall of Fame based in St. Louis, Missouri, USA. The Philippine Congress has named him “Greatest Filipino  Athlete of All Time.”

The largest city in the Philippines is 

Davao City. With an area of 2,211 

sq. km., it is about three times the 

size of the national capital, Metro 

Manila.

Diving paradise Anilao, in the province of Batangas, 

is the theme of a picture book that bagged the  

International Prize for Underwater Images at the 

27th World Festival of Underwater Images in France 

in November 2000. “Anilao” book creators and 

Filipino scuba divers Scott Tuason and Eduardo Cu 

Unjieng defeated big names in underwater  

photography such as Jacques Mayol, Pascal 

Kobeh, Monique Walker, and  

Alessandro Tommasi.

The popular toy, 
the yoyo, was 

invented by 16th 
century hunters in 
the Philippines.
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T
he highly-anticipated 
opening of the Nation-
al Museum of Natural 
history (NMNh) at-
tracted around 3,757 

registered visitors when it finally 
opened its doors to the public on 
May 18, 2018 coinciding with the 
worldwide celebration of Interna-
tional Museum Day.  

The country’s newest museum 
occupying the former Department 
of Tourism building, historically 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce, was designed by Filipi-
no architect Antonio Toledo in the 
late 1930s. The facility as Agricul-
ture and Commerce building was 
left in ruins during World War II 
and later reconstructed and housed 
the Department of Tourism. 

The new home of NMNh com-
pletes the facilities of the National 
Museum of the Philippines, which 
is a government agency museum 
that includes research and con-
servation programmes within 
the museum and throughout the 
archipelago. The other museums 
housed in separate buildings of 
the facility are the National Mu-
seum of Fine Arts, the National 
Museum of Anthropology and the 
National Planetarium.

The fourth building where 
NMNh is located features the 
Philippines' mega biodiversity 
and unique geological formation. 
It showcases various artifacts 
and displays including dioram-
as and records of the country’s 
iconic animals. 

Among the highlights of a tour 
around NMNh is the floor-to-
ceiling “Tree of Life” located at the 
centre of the building and the skel-
etons of “Lolong”, once the largest 
Philippine crocodile in captivity. 

“Our appreciation and thanks 
go out to all who patiently waited 
to enter the museum under to-
day's hot summer sun. Despite 
the long lines most of you had 
to go through, we hope you en-
joyed your visit and will come 

back when more of our exhibits 
are ready, and also to enjoy the 
many public activities that will 
be held at the NMNh in the com-
ing months,” said a statement of 
NMNh posted on its official Fa-
cebook page. 

Admission is free to all muse-
ums and facilities for both local 
and foreign visitors. To avoid in-
convenience during museum tour, 
the management of NMNh advises 
its visitors to avoid bringing large 
bags of any kind, umbrellas, selfie 
sticks, monopods and tripods, all of 
which will need to be checked in at 
the baggage counter. 

“We encourage all visitors 
to plan their visit carefully, and 
be open to returning on another 
day if the lines are too long for 
us to accommodate everyone on 
a certain day.

Again, thanks to all our visi-
tors who were able to experience 
National Museum of Natural his-
tory on the opening day. We are 
excited to welcome thousands 
more visitors over the week-
end and in the next weeks and 
months,” the management of 
NMNh said. 

Aside from the four museums 
in Manila including the newly-
opened NMh, the National Muse-
um also has regional, area and site 
museums located across the Philip-
pines in Vigan, Kiangan, Kabayan, 
Angono-Binangonan Petroglyphs, 
Tabaco, Quezon (Palawan), Bo-
hol, Zamboanga, Butuan and Jolo. 
Soon to open are Batanes and Tag-
bilaran Area Museums and Iloilo 
Regional Museum.  

Museum Hours
Tuesday to Sunday, 10am 

to 5pm, except for the National 
Planetarium, which opens at 
8:30am. Last daily admission for 
viewers is at 4:30pm. 

(Source: NatioNal MuSeuM official 
facebook page)
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In celebration of the 120th Philippine Independence Day, I extend my profound greetings 
to my fellow kababayans and to the whole Filipino community. Let us all continue to serve 
our country to the best of our abilities and to continue to spread the true essence and 
beauty of Filipino traditions, history and our rich heritage.  Furthermore, I am appealing 
to all my kababayans to encourage their network of friends and associates to visit our 
“Beautiful Philippines” as well as invest in all the opportunities back home.
Mabuhay ang kalayaan at ang sambayanang Pilipino!

Please visit our ‘Beautiful Philippines’

~LAYLA O. BERNAL 
United Filipino Entrepreneurs in Qatar (UFEQ) 

Beautiful Philippines Qatar (BPQ) 

Manila’s newest attraction: 
the national Museum  

of natural History 

Interior views of the newly-opened National Museum of Natural History.  

3,757 registered visitors visited on the opening day of the National Museum of Natural History, recently.  
(pHotograpHS: www.facebook.coM/NatioNalMuSeuMoftHepHilippiNeS) 

An inside view of the dome of the National Museum of Natural History.

In the celebration of 120th Independence Day, the 
Samahang Zambalenyo Qatar wishes the best for 
Filipino communities across the globe. It is an honour 
for us to be a part of the celebrations as a member  
of United Filipino Organizations in Qatar. 
Mabuhay ang Pilipinas! Mabuhay ang UFOQ! 

~Rey Limon Arquilado 
President, Samahang Zambalenyo Qatar 

Honoured to be part of the celebrations
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Resort-themed Mactan Cebu International 
Airport T2 gears up for grand opening
P

hilippine president Rodrigo Du-
terte described the newly-constructed 
Mactan Cebu international Airport 
(MCiA) Terminal 2 as the “most beau-
tiful airport in the philippines today”, 

during the inauguration of the facility on June 7. 
MCiA, the gateway to the Visayas and southern 

philippines, is the second largest airport facility in 
the country with a rapid growth in passenger traffic 
each year. in 2017, it recorded 10 million passengers 
both local and international.

The facility is slated to open in July 2018. Span-
ning 65,500 square metres, it is expected to reduce 
airport congestion and increase passenger capacity 
to 11.2 million. 

“it is exciting to see that we have come this far in 
letting our kababayans and visitors see and experi-
ence the results of our promise of real and lasting 
change. As one of the finest airports in Asia, this fa-
cility will showcase the best of what the philippines 
has to offer,” the president said.

“The construction of this world-class  

transportation facility shows that government and 
our private sector partners are committed to pro-
viding our people with the necessary infrastructure 
that will enable them to live more comfortable, pro-
ductive and meaningful lives,” he added.

Dynamic and elegant, the new terminal 
is made of an array of glulam arches, 
which form the roof curvature and 
define its geometry and modular-
ity. The timber arches become 
the main element in the crea-
tion of a dramatic internal 
space with sleek geometries 
and dynamic perspec-

tives, where the undulating roof is reminiscent of 
the waves of the seas around Mactan island.

The new terminal has 48 check-in counters that 
are expandable to 72. it has provisions for seven 
boarding bridges that can be expanded to 12 to 

serve wide and narrow-bodied aircraft. The 
Terminal 2 is equipped with 12 escala-

tors and 15 elevators to facilitate 
easy movement of people.

Duterte recognised 
the efforts  

of the 

Department of Transportation, the Mactan-Cebu 
international Airport Authority and GMR Megaw-
ide Cebu Airport Corp. for realising the project.

At the same time, he praised the best homegrown 
designers who contributed to building the new ter-
minal that houses priceless designs and artworks.

“Their masterpieces will not just add to this 
structure’s aesthetic value, but will also showcase 
to the world our distinct sense of warmth and hos-
pitality, as well as our unique and rich cultural 
heritage,” he said while commending the local de-
signers. he likewise noted that the state-of-the-art 
facilities of the new airport would ensure passen-
ger safety and comfort.

By serving millions of passengers annually, the 
MCiA Terminal 2 is expected to address the growing 
passenger demand in Metro Cebu and also promote 
tourism, stimulate commerce, and spur economic 
activities in the Visayas.

(Source: www.pcoo.gov.ph)
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MCIA, the gateway to the Visayas and southern Philippines, is the second largest 
airport facility in the country with a rapid growth in passenger traffic each year. In 

2017, it recorded 10 million passengers both local and international

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and other government officials take a tour inside at the Inauguration of the Mactan-Cebu-International Airport Terminal 2, recently. (SIMeoN ceLI Jr./preSIDeNTIAL phoTo)

Computer generated graphics of the Mactan Cebu International Airport (MCIA) Terminal 2. 

On behalf of the members of the Philippine Institute of Civil Engineers (PICE) 
Qatar Chapter, let us join together in observance of the 120th Anniversary of the 
Philippine Independence Day. The holding of various activities to commemo-
rate the declaration of our Independence Day is a testament to the sacrifices 
of our National Heroes who made this day possible. Likewise, the members of 
the Filipino Community here in Qatar are considered the modern day heroes of 
our glorious nation. Let us value the sacrifices of the past and honour today the 
sacrifices of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs). Again, I am sending our warmest 
patriotic wishes to each and everyone. Happy Independence Day!

On behalf of the Filipino Muslim community in Qatar, I extend our warmest 
greetings of peace and prosperity to our fellow Filipinos as we commemorate 
our country’s Independence Day. May this great day remind us of the bravery and 
strong will our forefathers had demonstrated in order to free our nation, thus, 
achieving independence from foreign rule and dominion. As Filipinos of today, we 
have the responsibility to ensure we continue on the path of success and glory. 
Let us work hand in hand to continue what they have started. Let us strive to 
become catalysts for a better nation that is just, peaceful, united and respectful 
of the rule of law, democracy and human rights. 

OFWs are modern day heroes of our glorious nation Saluting the bravery and strong will of our forefathers

Engr. Aileen A Buenaflor
ASEAN Eng., PMCE 2018  
President - PICE Qatar

Jafar Abdulhamid
Philippine Muslim Federation 
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From traditional blackboards to digital boards: 
Philippines moves to provide internet 

connectivity in schools
A

s part of its com-
mitment to continu-
ously improving the 
teaching and learn-
ing processes for the 

benefit of the Filipino learners, 
the Department of Education (De-
pEd) in the Philippines shared its 
plans to provide every school in the 
country with internet connectivity. 
“We are eyeing the implementation 
of the DepEd Internet Connectivity 
Program which will be first imple-
mented in five pilot regions. 

We have allotted P1 billion 
fund for the said programme and 
we’ll be trying all platforms and 
devices to deliver internet con-
nectivity to schools such as broad-
band, satellite, etc,” said DepEd 
Undersecretary for Administra-
tion Alain Pascua.

The official said the initiative 
to put up ‘e-classrooms’ in schools 
would convert traditional black-
boards into digital boards where 
teachers and learners can play 
educational videos, presentations, 
and the like.

These efforts will be fulfilled 
in conjunction with the DepEd 
Computerization Program (DCP) 
which aims to raise the informa-
tion and communications tech-
nology (ICT) literacy of learners, 
teachers, and school heads by in-
tegrating ICT in the school system 
and providing information tech-
nology (IT) equipment to schools 
nationwide.

Pascua added that all DCP 
units have offline version of learn-
ing materials which the learners 
and teachers may access in the ab-
sence of internet connectivity.

Philippine Department of the 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) Assistant secretary Jonath-
an Malaya underscored the vital 
role of security personnel in ensur-
ing the sound implementation of 
the programme, which Philippine 
National Police (PNP) Director 
Eduardo serapio Garado seconded.

“We are encouraging the lo-
cal government units (LGUs) and 
the barangays to support DepEd 
in its desire to secure all these dif-
ferent ICT equipment which are to 
be delivered to schools. We will be 
issuing a memorandum circular to 
all the local government officials to 
provide schools with security per-
sonnel that will assist the school 
in securing these ICT equipment,” 
said Malaya. 

Garado ensured that the police 
community fully supports the pro-
gramme. Both the DILG and PNP 
officials lauded the new mecha-
nism developed by the Depart-
ment which made the DCP-issued 
devices blue to indicate that the 
packages are government prop-
erty and the possession of such 
outside of public schools can be 

grounds for prosecution.
Philippine Education secre-

tary Leonor Magtolis Briones said 
it was high time to train the chil-
dren in the use of ICT systems. 

“This will further sharpen their 
analytical capacities, help them in 
solving problems, and keep them 
up with the demands of the world 
outside—whether it is university 
studies or the world of work.”

The Education chief further 
expressed her gratitude to all De-
pEd partners, civil society groups, 
and private sector and individuals, 
who are donating computers and 
helping out in facilitating not only 
the learners but also the teachers 
and staff who are taking care of 
these computers packages.

(Source: www.deped.gov.ph)
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T
hE Philippine rice 
sector has long been 
exposed to undeter-
mined factors that 

have constantly battered pre, 
post- and actual production 
season. These include chang-
ing and evolving weather pat-
terns, the steady increase in 
the cost of farm inputs, and 
unavailability of efficient and 
durable farm machineries.

Last year, despite various 
circumstances that have inevi-
tably affected productivity, rice 
production grew by 9.4 percent 
translating to 1.65 million met-
ric tons (MMT) yield in 2017. 
This growth pushed for a total 
of 19.28 MMT rice production.

Experts correlate the posi-
tive growth with sufficient ir-
rigation, favorable weather 
conditions and use of high 
yielding seed varieties. More 
importantly, the national gov-
ernment’s staunch support and 
interventions including the as-
sistance in technology, credit 
and mechanisation resulted in 
the surge in rice production.

In addition, the strength-
ened partnership between the 
Department of Agriculture and 
the major stakeholders of the 
rice industry has propelled im-
proved productivity.

The Rice Achievers Awards 
is a cordial, incentive-based 
competition launched as part 
of a grander strategy to achieve 
self-sufficiency in rice. It seeks 

to acquire the full coopera-
tion and support of the local 
government, organised groups 
of farmers and irrigators, and 
extension workers, and en-
able them to take action in all 
activities involved in food pro-
duction.

since its launch in 2011, 
RAA continues to recognise 
and confer awards to local gov-
ernment units, farmers’ associ-
ations, and agricultural exten-
sion workers for their effective 
execution of plans of actions 
aimed at ensuring sufficiency 
and sustainability in the coun-
try’s major staple and securing 
national food production.

(Source: www.da.gov.ph)

Philippine rice sector soars high
Last year, despite various circumstances that 

have inevitably affected productivity, rice 
production grew by 9.4 percent translating to 

1.65 million metric tons (MMT) yield in 2017 

The initiative to put 
up ‘e-classrooms’ 
in schools would 
convert traditional 
blackboards into 
digital boards 
where teachers and 
learners can play 
educational videos, 
presentations, and 
the like
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wishes the Filipino community in Qatar

Happy

Philippine  
Independence Day

www.twitter.com/Qatar_Tribune

www.instagram.com/qatartribune

www.youtube.com/QatarTribuneChannel

www.facebook.com/QatarTribuneWe Are Social... 
We ‘Like’ to be 
followed...
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T
he Philippines is 
well poised to meet 
its target of reducing 
poverty incidence by 
2022, with the Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) provid-
ing the necessary support to initia-
tives that aim to address inequali-
ties across the country, such as the 
government’s massive infrastruc-
ture buildup and its social protec-
tion programs, according to a key 
official of the institution.

ADB Director General Ramesh 
Subramaniam  said with the Duterte 
administration’s ‘robust’ ‘Build 
Build Build’ programme, infrastruc-
ture spending in the first quarter of 
2018 increased 34 percent year-on-
year, up from 12 percent compared 
with 2017 over 2016.

“I’ve been in the ADB in Manila 
for the last 20 years. I have not seen 
a momentum on the government 
side for the infrastructure develop-
ment as we’ve seen in the last two 
years. And ADB is very happy to be 
working with the government on 
their efforts,” said Subramaniam in 
a recent TV interview.

he said that besides being in-
volved in the Philippines’ infra-
structure projects, the ADB has 
also supported its Conditional 
Cash Transfer (CCT) programme, 
which, the ADB believes “has 
made a very concrete contribu-
tion” in reducing poverty and in-
equality in the country.

On infrastructure, Subrama-
niam said the ADB’s Improving 
Growth Corridors for Mindanao 
Road Project “will certainly be 
helping reduce inequality in that 

region by providing more growth 
opportunities, improving connec-
tivity, developing small and medi-
um enterprises in that part of the 
Philippines.”

“In the Philippines as well as 
elsewhere in the region, we are 
doing a lot of inclusive growth 
projects. In fact, if you look at pov-
erty reduction or in poverty inci-
dence, significant gains have been 
made across the region as well as 
particularly in the Philippines. We 
believe the country is well poised 
to bring down poverty incidence 
to below 14 percent by, say, 2022,” 
Subramaniam said.

The government, on the watch 
of President Duterte, has made it 
its goal to reduce poverty incidence 
to only 14 percent by 2022, and 
transform the country into a high 
middle-income economy by that 
time through aggressive spending 
on infrastructure and human capi-
tal development.

Subramaniam said Finance 
Secretary Carlos Dominguez III 
has underscored the importance 
of modernizing the country’s in-
frastructure as the government’s 
primary tool in reducing inequality 
in his capacity as chairman of the 
ADB Board of Governors this year, 
as well as in other forums.

“We hope that in our country 
partnership strategy, we will have a 
lot of opportunities to contribute on 
that front in the Philippines,” Sub-
ramaniam said.

Subramaniam also allayed fears 
of a possible overheating of the 
economy, saying this was no cause 
for concern, given the country’s 

strong macroeconomic fundamen-
tals under the Duterte presidency.

he cited, for instance, the 
country’s comfortable level of in-
ternational reserves, which stand 
at over $80 billion, representing 
close to about seven-and-a-half 
months of imports; the good per-
formance of the financial sector; 
capital adequacy; and low level of 
non-performing loans.

The recent investment rating 
upgrades that the Philippines has 
obtained on the Duterte watch is 
also another positive indicator that 
the economy “has been doing very 
well,” Subramaniam noted.

“We see in fact upside risks for 
growth. ADB brought out recently a 
research paper, which in fact shows 
that there’s larger potential for fur-
ther growth without overheating 

in the Philippines’ economy. So we 
are pretty confident, we are not con-
cerned,” Subramaniam said.

As for the recent inflation uptick, 
Subramaniam said this should not 
be a concern because the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) has been 
closely monitoring this, and the 
current rate remains within range if 
compared with other economies in 
the region.

“Inflation is a bit higher than 
what it used to be in the past, but 
we are confident that the inflation, 
price stability is a key objective that 
the central bank pursues. And if you 
compare across the region, a few 
countries do have inflation in this 
range. We don’t think that will be a 
concern,” Subramaniam said.

(Source: www.doF.gov.ph) 

ADB sees Philippines meeting  
target of poverty rate cut by 2022

The government, on the watch 
of President Duterte, has made 
it its goal to reduce poverty 
incidence to only 14 percent by 
2022, and transform the  
country into a high middle-
income economy by that time 
through aggressive spending 
on infrastructure and human 
capital development
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“The Best Retail Bank in Qatar for 2018” for the second year in a row
“The Best Remittance Service in the Middle East”
“Commercial Bank leading the e-Commerce growth in Qatar 2017”

Recognition Award to 

Commercial Bank 

“Leading eCommerce Growth” 
Qatar - 2017

RecognRecognitionition AwardAward toto 

Commercial Bank 

“L di“Leadi Cng eCommerce G tGrowth”h”
Qatar Qatar - 2017 201

120 years of freedom 
One great offer
Celebrate Philippine’s 120th Independence Day with Commercial Bank’s great remittance offer.  
Simply transfer money to Philippines any time using Commercial Bank’s Internet Banking or  
Mobile Banking App. The amount will be credited to receiving accounts within 60 seconds. 

Transfer today and benefit from:
• Reduced transfer fee of QAR 5 for all Commercial Bank customers using our award-winning platform
• 50% discount on correspondent banking fees for transfers to Banco De Oro accounts
• Credit within 60 seconds to bank accounts in the Philippines*
• Available 24/7
• Competitive exchange rates

To get started, simply log in to your Internet Banking www.cbq.qa/login or download Commercial Bank’s 
Mobile Banking App from your app store.

To open a bank account, please visit any Commercial Bank branch or call 4449 5040

* Terms & Conditions apply

Offer is valid from 1 June until 30 June 2018
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