August 14, 2021

Remembrance of a struggle
The Pakistani diaspora in Qatar joins its compatriots all over
the world in celebrating the country’s 75th Independence Day
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Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah

HE Arif Alvi
President

HE Imran Khan
Prime Minister

Ambassador’s Message

I

extend heartiest felicitations to my
Pakistani brothers and sisters and
our friends in the State of Qatar on
the occasion of the 75th Independence Day of Pakistan. This is a day
to commemorate the fearless democratic struggle and countless sacrifices
rendered by the nation to achieve their
right to have a homeland in accordance
with their aspirations and distinct religious, cultural and social values.
Commemorating Independence
Day in a befitting matter strengthens
our resolve to work tirelessly towards
transforming our country in accordance
with the aspirations of the Father of the
Nation Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and other leaders of the Independence struggle.
Today we pay homage to the Quaide-Azam by pledging to adhere to and
following his guiding principles of Unity,
Faith and Discipline in our individual
as well as collective lives. It is also
an occasion for all of us to rejoice and
renew our firm resolve to carry forward
the legacy and heritage bequeathed to
us by the Quaid-e-Azam, Allama Iqbal
and other leaders of the Independence
movement who were supported by their
nation through unwavering determination and demonstrating remarkable
discipline and unity.
Over the last seven and a half
decades, the Pakistani nation has
time and again overcome enormous
challenges and adversity through
unflinching and unswerving faith, patriotism, steadfastness and resilience.
During the course of this journey, all
challenges emanating from within and
outside were faced with unparalleled
resilience by the nation.
The hardworking people of Pakistan, including overseas Pakistanis,
are playing their due roles in the
progress and development of the
country as it continues upon the path
to greater progress and development
as envisaged by the Father of the Nation. The day is also an occasion to
pay tribute to all those sons of the soil

traditions, deep-rooted cultural affiniwho laid their lives while defending and
protecting territorial as well as ideologities, geographic proximity, and convergence of interests. These fraternal
cal frontiers of the motherland.
bonds have been carried forward and
The Pakistani nation is today fully
united and determined
strengthened under the
to meet all challenges
guidance of His Highand continue its march
ness Sheikh Tamim
towards progress and
bin Hamad Al-Thani,
development. The
Amir of the State of
government of Pakistan,
Qatar who has always
under the leadership of
shown great support
Prime Minister Imran
for Pakistan.
Khan, has already demBilateral relations
have been greatly
onstrated its strong will
strengthened in recent
to effectively counter
times. Frequent leadall challenges currently
confronting the country.
ership level contact
This includes the ongoand exchange of
ing coronavirus crisis. Pa- HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah high level visits have
kistan has received univer- Ambassador of the Islamic
increased over the
sal praise for its effective
past two and a half
Republic of Pakistan,
policies. The Economist
years. Prime Minister
Doha, State of Qatar
Imran Khan visited
magazine ranked Pakistan
Qatar twice in 2019 and again in Februamong the best performing countries
for handling the pandemic. Measures
ary 2020; and we proudly hosted His
taken by the Government to control the
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
spread of coronavirus, while keeping
Thani in Pakistan in June 2019. Foreign
the economy operational was a huge
Ministers of the two brotherly countries
challenge but the Government has, to a
also remain in regular contact. The
large extent, successfully addressed it.
positive engagement at the leadership
Pakistan and the Qatar have hislevel has led to a substantial boost in
bilateral cooperation in all fields includtorically enjoyed extremely cordial
relations based on a common faith ing the political, defence and economic
and
spheres.
Pakistanis have proudly contributed in the remarkable
and praiseworthy
progress and
development of
Qatar. The Pakistani community
is a living bridge
between the two
nations. Our
workforce has
made significant
contribution in
key institutions
of Qatar such
as the armed
forces, police,
health, education,

banking and civil aviation. The hospitality offered to Pakistanis in Qatar is a
reflection of the affection that binds our
two countries.
I greatly appreciate the excellent
healthcare facilities and facilitation extended to the large Pakistani community
during the coronavirus crisis. I am also
confident that the numbers of Pakistani
workforce in Qatar will substantially
increase in the longer term.
I take this opportunity to especially
thank all overseas Pakistanis for their
contribution to the development and
prosperity of the country. For the Pakistani community in the State of Qatar,
Independence Day has always been
an especially joyous occasion. They
celebrate this day with great zeal and
enthusiasm. This 14th August also, the
community, while respecting the rules
due to the coronavirus situation, will
commemorate Yaum-e-Azadi by paying
tributes to the sacrifices of the founding
fathers in a befitting manner and reaffirming their resolve to continue to work
for the progress and prosperity of the
motherland.
While celebrating the Independence
Day today, let us reiterate our commitment to take Pakistan to the heights
of greatness in line with the vision of
the independence leaders. May Allah
Almighty grant us the ability to serve our
beloved homeland sincerely and lead
Pakistan on the path of further development and prosperity.
On this 14th August we also pay
tribute to the struggle and sacrifices of
our Kashmiri brethren in their just struggle against oppression till the realization of their inalienable right to self-determination as enshrined in the relevant
UN Security Council Resolutions.
Let us also reaffirm our commitment
to further strengthening the fraternal
bonds between Pakistan and Qatar and
dedicate ourselves to bringing our two
great nations ever closer.
Pakistan Zindabad.
Pakistan-Qatar friendship Zindabad.
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QATAR-PAKISTAN: soaring RELATIONS
A series of high-level visits over the past few months further reinforces the broad-based and multifaceted ties between the two countries

His Highness the Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani with Pakistan’s HH the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani in a meeting with Pakistan’s President Dr Arif Alvi, when
Prime Minister Imran Khan, when he arrived in Doha for a daylong visit in February the Amir visited the country in 2019. The meeting dealt with bilateral relations and means of enhancing
last year. This was Imran Khan’s second visit to Qatar after taking office.
them, particularly in the fields of economy, investment and energy.

HH the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani with Chief of Army Staff (COAS) of Pakistan
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, when he visited Qatar in January 2021. The meeting dealt with
reviewing bilateral relations between Qatar and Pakistan and the means to enhance them, in
addition to discussing the latest regional and international developments.

HH the Amir
Sheikh
Tamim bin
Hamad
Al Thani
inspecting
a JF-17
aircraft.

HH the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, senior Qatari officials and COAS of Pakistan
General Qamar Javed Bajwa witnessing the passing out parade during the graduation ceremony of
the 16th batch students of the Ahmed Bin Mohammed Military College, in January 2021.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan witnesses the signing of a 10-year LNG-supply-contract
between Qatar and Pakistan, in Islamabad in February, 2021.
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QATAR-PAKISTAN: Soaring RELATIONS

Qatar’s Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani
with Pakistan’s Minister of Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, when he arrived in Qatar on an official visit
in March, 2021. Ahmed delivered a written message from the Pakistan PM to the Qatari PM.

Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin
Mohamed Al Attiyah with Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa, when
he visited Qatar in July, 2021.

Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa with Special Envoy of Qatar’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs for Counterterrorism and Mediation in Conflict Resolution
Dr Mutlaq bin Majed Al Qahtani, during his visit to Pakistan in July, 2021.

Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani with Pakistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Shah Mahmood Qureshi,
on the sidelines of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum held in the Turkish city in June, 2021.

Qatar’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Defence Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohamed
Al Attiyah with Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee of Pakistan General Nadeem Raza,
when he visited Qatar in December, 2020. The meeting was attended by senior military officers of
Qatar and officials from the Pakistan Embassy.

Chief of Staff of Qatari Armed Forces Lieutenant General (Pilot) Ghanem bin Shaheen
Al Ghanim with Chief Marshal (retd) Mujahid Anwar Khan, the then Chief of Air Staff of
Pakistan, when he visited Qatar in January, 2021.

Chief of Staff of Qatari Armed Forces Lieutenant General (Pilot) Ghanem bin Shaheen Al Ghanim with Pakistan’s Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi, when he visited Qatar in
March, 2021. The meeting was attended by senior officers in the armed forces of the two countries and embassy officials.
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Proactive:
Embassy of Pakistan
While continuing its efforts to enhance international relations, the
Embassy of Pakistan in Qatar seldom missed an opportunity throughout
the past year to reach out to the diaspora

Ambassador’s engagements

Pakisans’ Ambassador to Qatar HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah with Minister of
Education and Higher Education of Qatar HE Dr Mohammad bin Abdul Waheed
Al Hammadi. The two sides have agreed to enhance and further develop
bilateral cooperation in the education sector.

The ambassador with his Palestinian
counterpart HE Monir A. Ali
Ghannam

The ambassador with his Iranian counterpart HE Hamid
Reza Dehghani-Poudeh

The ambassador with his Turkish counterpart HE
Dr M Mustafa Goksu

The ambassador with his Chinese counterpart HE Zhou Jian

The ambassador with Aynabat Atayeva, the head of the
International Hub on Behavioural Insights to Counter
Terrorism at UN Office of Counter-Terrorism, Doha

The ambassador with famous Pakistani
singer Salman Ahmed

The ambassador has
extended heartiest
congratulations to
Mohsin Mujtaba on
his appointment as
Honorary Investment The ambassador with his British counterpart
HE Jonathan Wilks
Counsellor of
Pakistan in Qatar.

diaspora outreach

Ambassador HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah with 52 Pakistani
prisoners released from Qatari jails. The envoy thanked HH the
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani for the release of the
prisoners.

A Pashtoon community event was held in the Embassy of
Pakistan in Doha to mark the Pashtoon Day on February 25 this
year. The event was meant to pay tribute to the respected
members of the Pashtoon community who had made sacrifices
for the betterment of Pakistanis in Qatar. The event saw
community members bestowing the traditional ‘Pagri’ upon the
ambassador in appreciation of the efforts led by him and the
embassy for the community.

The ambassador with some of the outstanding Pakistani
students in Qatar. These students have secured gold medals in
the field of Engineering, Arts, Science and Business Studies from
Qatar University and Hamad Bin Khalifa University. The embassy
organised an event to honour them for their achievements in the
field of education. The event saw the ambassador presenting
certificates to all the students.

An open court, or ‘khuli kacheri’, is shown to be in progress at the
Pakistan Embassy. Khuli kacheri, an initiative started in line with
the vision of the Pakistan prime minister, provides a platform for
the diaspora to openly share and discuss matters of concern and
interest with the embassy officials on a monthly basis. The event
usually attracts 25 to 30 members of the Pakistani community
in Qatar. The ambassador, along with the deputy head of mission,
the head of chancery and community welfare attache attend
these events.
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Building thrust to the construction industry of Qatar - post-COVID-19
Overview on Qatar’s Construction Sector
Construction activity in State of Qatar
remains resilient during the last few years due
to continuous spending by the Government for
completion of ongoing as well as new projects.
Qatar’s construction industry has availed substantial benefits during the last few years from
the investments made for the preparation of
2022 FIFA World Cup and implementing Qatar
National Vision 2030. Projections for construction sector during the next few years is equally
promising as the government has strategized
to spend a substantial amount in various
sectors particularly in oil & gas sector coupled
with rapid expansion of Education, Health and
Real Estate.
Strategy
Qatar’s National Development Strategy also
shows a clear push for economic diversification, in which construction, infrastructure and
real estate would be playing the major role.
The strategy is expected to create a stronger
economy in the long term and may continue to
bring in foreign investment. Major and specialized construction companies have witnessed
unprecedented stability and growth in the Qatari
construction market. Besides, the construction sector is also supporting numerous allied
industries such as steel, cement and concrete
products, bitumen, aluminum, pipes, plastic
products, paints as well. It is heartening that
since the beginning of 2020, the Qatar government has taken tremendous measures to curb
the spread of COVID-19 in the country whereas
the construction sector was given exception to
continue to operate by enforcing strict COVID-19
regulations and precautions.

Dr. Zayed Mansoor
Al Saif Al Khayarin

Mohammad Idrees
Anwar

Existing & Upcoming Projects
Qatar has invested heavily in developing
infrastructure and construction projects with
nearly more than USD 220 billion in road networks, stadiums, education and health facilities,
and numerous other major projects including
hotels, leisure and recreation which are either in
the planning or construction phase such as
 Mixed-use Lusail City which is one of the largest projects in the country.
Completion of final phase of remaining FIFA
World Cup 2022 stadiums
Extension of the New Doha Port
Extension of Hamad International Airport
Expressways & Road drainage projects run by
the Public Works Authority (Ashghal)
Development of free zones led by the recentlyestablished Free Zone Authority.
The next few years is expected to witness
huge spending on infrastructure such as new
and maintenance of old roadways and highways
besides upcoming phase of Metro System that
would involve additional line (Blue) and expansion of 72 additional stations of existing lines
connecting the capital and suburbs of Doha
which is expected to complete by 2026.

Mostly these projects are being funded by
the government whereas Qatar has recently
turned its focus toward the private sector as
a potential partner in developing building and
infrastructure projects as a Public Private Partnership.
Role of KG Group in Qatar’s Building &
Infrastructure Development
Al-Khayarin Group Trading & Contracting,
generally known as KG Group, is fully capable
to offer its services in variety of construction
related areas. KG Group first opened its doors
for business way back in 2001, quickly establishing a reputation for quality workmanship and
fast, friendly customer service. KG Group, being
one of the leading A-Grade and possesses an
Integrated Management System has successfully delivered a jaw-dropping plethora of projects
such as government complexes, military facilities, high-rise office towers, large commercial
and industrial buildings. With construction as its
core activity, KG Group’s personnel comprises
of more than 350 qualified professionals and
over 2,500 skilled workers that blend together
to achieve company’s goals. KG Group has
transformed into a Group of Companies since
2008 offering multifaceted activities by estab-

lishing exclusive entities as well which is largely
contributing in the construction sector.
Leadership & Participation
Under the leadership of Chairman Dr. Engr
Zayed Mansoor Al Saif Al Khayarin and CEO/
Managing Partner Mohammad Idrees Anwar, KG
Group has achieved success and repute and
become renowned entity in Qatar by diversifying
its activities in electrical trading, manufacturing
of plastic products and switchgear equipment
besides services of interior décor & fit-out
works, MEP and infrastructural development
and travels & tour business. It is distinguished
by a variety of attributes, such as amazing
teamwork, highly professional and experienced
team, conducive-to-excellence work culture, and
customer-focused approach, adhering to latest
European and international Construction Standards to name but a few.
We regularly develop our capabilities by
investing in the latest technologies and management systems and based on that KG is fully
poised to participate and extract its share from
the upcoming infrastructural projects.

08 | August 14, 2021 |

Opportunities in Canada
beckon Qatar residents

C

anada is one of the best countries in
the world for migrants, all thanks to the
strong economy and favourable perceptions of the quality of life it offers. Its reputation as a diverse, economically stable and a
multicultural society, has led to an increase in
the number of migrants who call it home.
Canada is offering numerous immigration
options to qualified students, skilled professionals, businessmen and investors who are
looking to make a living in the maple country.
In recent years, Canada has opened its doors
for a large number of immigrants from around
the world in the various categories of immigration including skilled workers, Canadian experience class, entrepreneurs, self-employed,
investors, students and provincial nominees.
Despite COVID-19 pandemic, Canada
welcomed 184,000 new immigrants in 2020
while a highest-ever 107,350 invitations were
issued to Express Entry candidates. However,
this number is going to be bigger since the
country is all set to welcome over one million
new immigrants by the year 2023 through its
more than 100 economic and business immigration programs.
Anwar Karim, Vice President, Worldwide Immigration Consultancy Services (WWICS) said,
“Apart from Canada government’s fast and
easy pathways for skilled professionals, entrepreneurs and families; changed immigration
policies and perception towards immigrants in
other countries also contributed to Canada’s
rise as the top destination for migrants.
“At a time when USA is scraping its immigration policies and Australia is revamping

its immigration system, Canada is expanding
its visa programmes and welcoming migrants
with open arms. Besides, participation of
Canadian provinces with PNP Streams can
also be considered as one of the key factors
behind skilled professional and entrepreneurs’
inclination towards Canada.”
Established in 1993, WWICS is one of the
leading global resettlement solution service
providers offering full range of services in the
area of Skilled Permanent Residency, Study
Visa and Investment Migration. The group has
a global presence with a strategic network of
over 25 associate offices in the major parts of
the world.
The expert team at WWICS handles each
case professionally and offers
customized advice to the
clients through its legal
counsels comprising of
ICCRC members, Canadian
immigration lawyers, solicitors and other paralegals.
The team of professionals along with support
staff at WWICS holds
considerable experience in dealing with
the complexities of
the immigration
process.
Anwar Karim, Vice
President, WWICS

Rayan Travel &Tours:
Excellent inbound and
outbound travel services
R

said Zaheer Yousuf, who has recently joined
ayan Travel & Tours is determined to
Rayan Travel & Tours as its head with a vision
offer best inbound and outbound travel
to expand in Qatar and beyond. He is among
services for the convenience of its
few travel industry gurus who have worked in
valued customers.
the all three major travel markets in the GCC
In wake of the on-going Coronavirus
i.e. UAE, Saudi Arabia and Qatar.
pandemic, Rayan Travel & Tours is focusing
He noted that Qatar’s Visa on Arrival
its operations on inbound tourism by targeting
citizens, residents as well as to target the rise facility will proved to be a boon for visitors
and set to benefit the travel industry.
in tourists from Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
Relaxed quarantine restrictions will
“During the last couple of years,
also allow residents to travel more
Qatar has changed a lot. The counfrequently.
try is now globally recognised for its
“We have seen hike in travel
hospitality and unique sights. In view
movement from Qatar to various
of the forthcoming FIFA Football World
quarantine-free countries like GeorCup 2022 and Qatar National
Vision 2030, Qatar has a
gia, Maldives, Armenia, France and
lot to offer as a favourite
Turkey,” noted Yousuf.
tourism destination. Visitor
Rayan Travel & Tours is one
can engage themselves
of the business divisions of Al
in exciting activities like
Darwish United Holding Group,
Kayaki, Standup Padel,
which was established in 1935
Scuba Diving and Desert
with over 12,000 employees,
Safari. Qatar is really
owned and headed by Al
advancing rapidly to be
Darwish family, with varied
a great touristic destina- Zaheer Yousuf, the head of
businesses and operation from its hotels to
tions within Qatar and
Rayan Travel & Tours
new beach resorts,”
across the region.
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Mavericks Business Consultancy: Providing
reliable, trusted and secure solutions

avericks Business Consultancy is
one of its kind company in business
consultancy services was founded
to provide Start-ups business owners, small
business, investors, importers and exporters
whether the business located inside or outside Qatar searching for corporate representation, business consultancy, corporate dispute
management, debt collection, structuring the
commercial and business relations.
“We work with business owners side by
side; guide them step by step to protect their
start-up brand, current business, brainstorm
idea, and above of all to protect their financial
entity from lost and from market obstacles,
risks and the most important protect them
from frauds and scams,” said Nadeem Rafiq,
the Founder and the Commercial Affairs Consultant of Mavericks Business Consultancy.
Mavericks Business Consultancy is a
highly skilled and experienced company helps
business owners to take advantage of the
experience of a business consulting in order
to make them able to reach new frontiers
with ease and success without interfering
with existing profits that is something can be
guaranteed with the help of experts.
Unlike any other company, Mavericks
Business Consultancy keen to keep bounding relationship supporting Business Owners
before, through and after deals, agreements
and any other kind of transactions to reach

out their business goals and purpose with the
highest levels of security.
“Our incorporation of advanced technologies and practices can also be ensured
with the help of its experienced and capable
business consultant. The type of value added
by the company business experts shows the
versatility of consultants and how they help
various aspects of the business,” Rafiq, who
has more than 20 years of top management
and legal professional expertise and has
served in senior leadership roles for reputed
entities in the Middle East and legal
consultancy in several countries,
said.
Mavericks Business Consultancy provides reliable, trusted
and secure solutions as well as,
guaranteed partners, second
parties and manufacturers. It is
important to choose a company
that understands what your
business needs, the best
in the field to deliver
excellent results.
“We strive to
provide long-term
solutions that will stir
up growth and profits.
We understand that

our profession is a constant learning process,” Rafiq said.
“We research and learn about the right
and current trends in the corporate setting
that will benefit businesses. Mavericks Business Consultancy work to bring beneficial
change that will elevate the businesses in
the corporate world. Change is not a favourite
aspect to deal with, but it can be promising
when it comes from a professional advisor. It
is good for the Business Owner to see things
from a different perspective,” he added.
When it comes to opening of a small
business for the first time or keeping an
existing company running effectively,
there are many areas that need to
be focused on. As a small business
owner you may feel that your business is under control, but in actual,
things may not go as you planned.
In such a situation, you will require a
business consultant to come in and
assist.
Mavericks Business
Consultancy is conversant
with various business
areas.
“We will observe,
assess, and recommend a business

Nadeem Rafiq, the Founder and Commercial Affairs Consultant, Mavericks Business Consultancy

solution to your current and future challenges.
Our professionals will not provide mainstream
but high-level solutions,” Rafiq said.
Many small business owners are finding
it increasingly difficult to plan for the future
of their business, especially when they’re the
ones dealing with day-to-day tasks.
As a business owner, you can take care
of simple problems in your business, but
when solving a critical, sensitive or complex
problem, it is always best to contact our experienced business consultancy team. Through
best practices, the team can help you carefully resolve any serious problems, as well as
eliminate your burden.
When you are new to the business, analysis of all areas for future growth becomes a
problem for you as a business owner. In such
situations, Mavericks Business Consultancy
can help you find new opportunities and
answer all your questions and help you go the
right way.
“When you choose Mavericks Business
Consultancy, we’ll become a part of your
team, providing the most responsive service
of process delivery in our domain. Our expert
understanding for your Business approach,
make us the smart choice for reviewing your
Business to spot problems, to fulfill your
legal requirements and all other kind of your
corporate needs,” Rafiq said.
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Pakistan: A land of beauty

ondé Nast, the world’s leading lifestyle travel magazine, declared
Pakistan as the world’s best holiday destination as recently as 2020
and the British Backpackers Society
(BBS) as the world’s third highest potential
adventure destination for the next decade
It doesn’t get any better than this: Condé
Nast, the world’s leading lifestyle travel magazine, declared Pakistan as the best holiday
destination in the world for 2020. “The adventure travelers must-visit goes from strength to
strength,” wrote the award-winning luxury magazine, and highlighted popular destinations in
Pakistan. The magazine’s list picks destinations
based on “major events and
trends around the world” and
aims to be “geographically
diverse, as well as one that
covers a range of trips, from
eco-tourism to adventure, to
inspire every type of traveller.
There are the destinations
that have been on our radar
for a while, but keep getting
better.”
The past few years have
seen a steady increase in foreign tourists visiting Pakistan
and it looks like the trend is
set to continue after Pakistan
topped Condé Nast Traveller’s
list of best holiday destinations for 2020. “The
ancient valleys, relaxed visa restrictions and a
high-profile royal visit from the Duke and Duch-

ess of Cambridge at the end of 2019 mean
that at a start of a new decade this remarkable
country is also entering a new era,” the maga-

zine wrote. “Having operated tours in Pakistan
since the late 1990s, I’ve had a ringside seat to
its troubled tourism industry, but finally, it seems
to be improving,” it quoted Jonny Bealby, founder
and CEO of adventure-tour operator Wild Frontiers, as saying. “A focus on security measures,
which saw the British FCO lift its advice against
travel to large parts of the north, and the election of Imran Khan (as prime minister), who has
vowed to increase international tourist numbers,
has already had an impact,” Bealby said.
The magazine further added: “For the
intrepid traveller, this is a place of exquisite

landscapes, where green spaces are overlooked
by towering mountains. In fact, Pakistan has
more peaks taller than 22,965ft than China and
Nepal combined, making it an almost magnetic
spot for adventure travellers and intrepid hikers.
Visitors can follow in Michael Palin’s steps while
traversing the 12,250ft Shandur Pass, home
to the world’s highest polo field, or meet with
the Kalash people of the Hindu Kush, famed
for their cowrie-shell headdresses and brighterthan-bright embroidery. In Lahore, the sight of
100,000 worshippers crammed into the sandstone 17th-century Badshahi Mosque will leave
you breathless, while Mughal-era architectural
masterpieces stand resplendent on bustling
street corners.” “Hardy visitors will find that
little has changed since Mughal times – with
the peaks’ gemstone mines, fairy meadows and
winding trails worn into the ground by heavyladen yaks – while the Karokoram, stretching
upwards from the north-west frontier and carved
into the ancient bedrock, is one of the world’s
most astonishing highways,” Condé Nast concluded. The American-based magazine Forbes
also enlisted Pakistan in its ‘The Not Hot List:
10 Best Under-the-Radar Trips for 2020’.
In an article in the magazine, the Wild
Frontiers organisation labeled Pakistan as the
next big destination for a couple of years now,
especially due to the recent visit of the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge. The Wild Frontiers
pointed out that Pakistan offered ancient Indus
civilisations, stretching back 4,000 years, and
exciting cities like Lahore with its forts, mosques
and palaces.
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Pak-Qatar Takaful Group: Pakistan’s pioneering
and largest Takaful enterprise

P

ak-Qatar Takaful Group (PQTG), the
first and the largest dedicated Takaful
enterprise in Pakistan’s Islamic Finance
industry, comprises of Shari’ah compliant
ventures like; Pak-Qatar Family Takaful Limited (PQFTL), Pak-Qatar General Takaful Limited (PQGTL), Pak-Qatar Investment (Private)
Limited (PQIL) and Pak-Qatar Asset Management Company Limited (PQAMCL). These
ventures are driven by modern technology
and a service-culture to achieve the fastest
growth and high-credibility by providing innovative Takaful and investment solutions.
Alhamdulillah! Our resolute efforts over
the past decade as the pioneer and flagbearer of Takaful have undoubtedly been
rewarded by Allah (SWT) and by the people
of Pakistan with the continuous strong &
unwavering support from the shareholders
representing the State of Qatar.
The Group of Companies are registered
with the ‘Securities & Exchange Commission of Pakistan’ (SECP). PQFTL and PQGTL
commenced Takaful operations in 2008. The
Group has the historic privilege and honour
of launching Pak-Qatar Family Takaful Limited
as Pakistan’s first and largest Family Takaful
Company.
Pak-Qatar Takaful Group, with a vision
of “Providing financial protection through
Takaful to everyone”, is not only Pakistan’s
pioneer and the largest Takaful group but is
also the third largest private- sector corpo-

rate conglomerate in the entire insurance
industry of Pakistan. The Group is proudly
managing the assets book valued over PKR
31.6 Billion.
Pak-Qatar Takaful Group annually contributes over PKR 10 Billion to Pakistan’s
GDP. Further, the Group has settled and paid
claims to Takaful participants in excess of
PKR 28.2 Billion since inception. PQFTL
is the world’s first and only Family Takaful
operator that has consistently declared and
distributed surplus of approximately PKR 520
Million since its inception.
Takaful serves as a Shari’ah compliant alternative to insurance and thereby all
Pak-Qatar Takaful products are duly certified
with Fatwas (Islamic Pronouncement) issued
by an independent Shari’ah Advisory Board
which comprises of world renowned Shari’ah
scholars panel and chaired by Mufti Muham-

mad Hassaan Kaleem. Mufti Taqi Usmani
was the founding chairman of PQTG Shari’ah
Advisory Board since inception and had
named Mufti Hassaan Kaleem as his successor in 2019. PQTG is the first one to establish a dedicated in-house Shari’ah department with a team of Shari’ah scholars and
experts providing round the clock support
in all spheres related to Shari’ah learning,
research, and compliance.
The Group’s shareholders include some
of the strongest financial institutions in the
State of Qatar, including; Qatar Islamic Insurance Company (QIIC) and Qatar International
Islamic Bank (QIIB). Further, our shareholders
also include FWU AG (Germany), a leading technology company based in Munich,
Germany.
Pak-Qatar Takaful Group’s paid-up capital
is in excess of PKR 2.12 Billion which
entirely represent Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) in Pakistan, mostly from Qatar-based
members of the Group’s board of directors
and shareholders.
The Group is chaired by His Excellency,
Sheikh Ali bin Abdullah Thani J Al-Thani
(member of Qatar’s Royal family). Other
prominent members of the Board of Directors and shareholders from Qatar in the
Group include; Abdul Basit Ahmed Al-Shaibei
(CEO, Qatar International Islamic Bank), Ali
Ibrahim Al Abdul Ghani (CEO, Qatar Islamic
Insurance Company), Said Gul, Zahid Hus-

sain Awan and Owais Ansari, to name a few.
PQFTL is strengthened by Re-Takaful
arrangements with Munich-Re, Hannover-Re
and Hannover - Retakaful. PQGTL is backed
by Re-Takaful arrangements with Pakistan
Reinsurance Company Limited, Saudi Re,
Arab Re, Kuwait Re-Takaful, Cobalt Re, Tunis
Re and Kenya Re.
The Group’s Insurer Financial Rating (IFS)
remains robust, whereby PQFTL is rated “A+”
(with Stable Outlook) by VIS Credit Rating
Co. Ltd. and Pakistan Credit Rating Agency
(PACRA) while PQGTL is rated “A” (Single A)
with Stable Outlook by PACRA.
Pak-Qatar Family Takaful (PQFTL) is currently providing need-based financial protection to more than 1850 corporate clients and
over 600,000 Individual Takaful members
for Individual Family, Banca Takaful, Group
Family and Group Health business segments.
Pak-Qatar Family has around 250+ prominent
hospitals on panel across Pakistan to provide best healthcare to Takaful members.
PQTG has the largest Takaful branch
networks in Pakistan boasting of over 160
branches in more than 100+ cities nationwide. In addition to our physical presence of
branch locations across Pakistan, we also
deliver 24/7 Alternate Distribution Channels
(ADCs) accessibility through all digital-media,
online payments and e-commerce webportals, pioneering mobile-applications and
other smart electronic touch-points.
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PBPC-Q: Promoting mutually beneficial partnership
between Pakistan and Qatar
P

akistan Business and
Professionals Council, Qatar has
been setup under the aegis of the
Embassy of Pakistan bringing together
leading businessmen, professionals
and academicians envisioning a mutually beneficial partnership between Pakistan and Qatar that leverages strong
political and cultural affinities to achieve
bilateral economic potential.
During the last year, the council
has hosted four webinars exploring:
Economic Outlook of Pakistan, Roshan
Digital Accounts and investments in
Naya Pakistan Certificates, analysis of
Pakistan Stock Exchange’s performance
and Exports of construction material
to Qatar.
During November 2020, when PBPC-Q had hosted the webinar on RDAs,
the inflows had just crossed $100
million in November 2020. This initiative has been super hit with overseas
Pakistanis in over 100 countries all over
the world. As of July 2021, RDAs have
received $1.87 billion since launch.
$763 million have been invested in
Naya Pakistan Certificates, $515 million
in Islamic Naya Pakistan Certificates
and $18 million in PSX and remaining in
deposits and other activities.
Governor State Bank of Paki-

The board members of the Pakistan Business and Professionals Council, Qatar

PBPC-Q Chairman
Dr Javaid Sheikh
stan, Dr. Reza Baqir; Deputy
Governor of SBP, Sima Kamil;
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Qatar, Syed Ahsan Reza Shah; Chairman of Arif Habib Group, Arif Habib;
and MD of PSX Farrukh Khan and other
senior officials of SBP and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Pakistan participated in
the PBPC-Q hosted webinar on Roshan
Digital Accounts.
On Nov 28, 2020, PBPC-Q partnered with Trade Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP) to host a webinar
exploring the potential of Exports of
Construction Material to Qatar. PBPC-Q
board member and a leading business-

man in Qatar, Chaudhry Parvez Iqbal;
along with Trade & Investment Attaché
of Embassy of Pakistan, Salman Ali;
and General Manager of Unique Trading, Imran Rafique, participated in the
webinar presenting a strong case for
export of construction material from
Pakistan to Qatar.
During December 2020, webinar
on Pakistan Investment Strategy 2021
was hosted by PBPC-Q to analyze
investment potential in Pakistan Stock
Exchange. The leading brokers Arif

Habib Limited and KASB both were
forecasting KSE100 at 52,000 points
by end of 2021. Since the time of hosting of the webinar till the time of writing
of this article, the index is up 11% at
47,489.95 points marching steadily
towards the target 52,000 points.
Pakistan was the fourth biggest
mover in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index last year, which has
not gone unnoticed by investors.
Pakistani startups raised over
$125 million in the first half of 2021,

more than double what the country’s
startups had raised in all of 2020.
Under the leadership of Dr. Javaid
Sheikh, Chairman of PBPC-Q and Dean
of Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar (WCMQ), the council is developing a strategy
with a particular focus on enhancing
the nascent technology-based start-up
culture in Pakistan by promoting venture
funding and foreign direct investments
opportunities and systematically mentoring and supporting entrepreneurs in
Pakistan.
Mohsin Mujtaba, Aarij Wasit, Parvez
Iqbal, Fawad Rana, Omar Mahmood,
Jamal Nasir and Said Gul have been appointed as board members of PBPC-Q
We are grateful to the Ambassador
of Pakistan HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah
for entrusting us with this responsibility
to promote relations between Pakistan
and Qatar. It is an honor and privilege
to serve both the countries through this
mission.
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PIS-Q: An emblem of pride for Pakistan in Qatar

P

akistan International School was established on November 6, 1985, as a community school in Doha. The land for the
school was donated by HH the Amir of Qatar
and the finances for the construction of the
building were managed through donations. In
this regard, HE Gen Jahanzeb Arbab (the then
Ambassador of Pakistan to Qatar) played the
pivotal role. An emblem of pride for Pakistan
in Qatar, Pakistan International School has
greatly transformed and excelled in the past
decade. Its journey from Pakistan Education
Centre to Pakistan International School is evidence that there has been a holistic development and progress in the right direction.
“We, as a school, welcome challenges in
order to push ourselves to become a wellrecognized international school and be a force
to reckon with in our international community,”
PISQ said.
“We have learnt to grow and adapt, and
be able to provide an environment where our
students and teachers are given immense
opportunities to compete with the changing
pedagogical milieu around the world. Our
top priority has been to keep improving the
academic regimen, and to make sure that the
school is competitive with other international
schools. It has become vital to bring a change
in the curriculum, pedagogy and evaluation.”
Achievements
This year, as an international school, PIS-Q
has taken a step forward by having come up
with an effective leadership and management
plan for sustained improvement.
“Our ‘School Improvement Plan’ (SIP) will

be vigorously implemented through the reviewed School Improvement Groups (SIGs) that
will include teaching and support staff groups.
The eight groups, that have been formed,
will focus on a very specific area for school
improvement.
PIS-Q’s students have participated in
global platforms including the International
Youth Leadership Programme run by Qatar’s
Supreme Committee of Delivery and Legacy
and the Model United Nation (MUN). PIS-Q students have been participating in MUN, Qatar,
since 2014 and, upon invitation, attended a
conference in Barcelona, Spain, in April, 2019.
Initiation of IGCSE stream, along with
conventional education system, at Pakistan
International School is yet another milestone
in its progress towards excellence. PIS-Q has
already proved its high academic standards in
Federal Board exams. IGCSE project will now

help PIS-Q provide its students with internationally accepted certification.
Evening school
PIS-Q identified the need to educate our
Pakistani over-aged children. These children
were unable to acquire admission in any
school in Doha, owing to the age restrictions
set by Qatar’s Ministry of Education and Higher
Education.
“We took permission from the Ministry of
Education and Higher Education to begin an
evening school which could facilitate these
children; with their approval and encouragement, we began classes in 2015. This initiative has been widely appreciated and is a
great service to our community. We began the
evening school with 17 students and today we
have 267 children enrolled at different levels
with the number increasing every year,” the

school said.
Distance learning
Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic,
this academic year started with the distance
learning programme.
“At a time when many schools failed to
carry out distance learning effectively, we
made a foolproof plan and executed it will full
dedication.”
Teachers and parents were trained for
different platforms which are used for DL,
including Google classroom, Zoom and Google
forms.
Green school initiative
Keeping Qatar’s “Green Initiative” in view,
Pakistan International School took up “green
school” initiative by beautifying its premises
through a massive plantation scheme.
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Pak Pakwan: A home
kitchen away from home

P

ak Pakwan, located in
Msheireb Downtown Doha
area, is turning out to be a favourite spot for food lovers seeking
authentic and exotic Pakistani food
rich in flavours.
“It’s been three years since
we established our very 1st outlet
in Doha. In these amazing three
years, we have received so much
love and trust from the people,” the
restaurant management has said.
“Looking back, we realize that
it was only possible because we
had a passionate team who was
willing to work hard in order to give
our customers an out-of-the-world
experience. We ensure to provide
our services in an economical
manner while keeping high standards of hospitality and customer
care.”
Pak Pakwan offers diverse
variety of mughlai food including
chicken and mutton karahi, BBQ,
flavourful biryani and succulent
nihari.
“Our signature dish is Balochi
Sajji which is chicken/lamb cooked
on wood fire grill and served with special rice. Recently we added some items to cater our vegetarian customers as well. We are soon adding new variety in our menu.”
Due to COVID-19-induced lock down, the restaurant is seeing a huge demand for takeaways
and home deliveries.
“All our staff members are fully vaccinated and follow the Qatari authority’s COVID-19 and
health protocols. We create a safe atmosphere for everyone. In these difficult times, we should
work as a community together for the betterment of the society.”

Qatari scales Karakoram’s Broad Peak
Fahad Abdulrahman Badar, a
Qatari climber and a pioneering bank executive, accomplished yet another daunting
achievement as he succeeded
in summiting Broad Peak,
which is 8,047m above sea
level, in Pakistan’s Karakoram
mountains. Broad Peak is one
of the most difficult peaks
of the Pakistani Karakoram
mountain range (whose name
refers to the width of the
summit), the 12th highest in
the world, which is located on
the border between China and
Pakistan.

Pakistani becomes youngest to summit K2
A 19-yearold Pakistani
Shehroze Kashif
has become the
youngest person
to summit K2, the
world’s second
highest mountain.
He reached the
8,611 metre summit. Kashif, who
began climbing in
his early teens,
scaled the world’s
12th highest
mountain, 8,047-metre Broad Peak, at the age of
17. He became the youngest Pakistani to scale
Mount Everest, the world’s highest mountain.
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The facility will manufacture Precast, UHPC and GFRP products under one roof at
Mesaieed Industrial Area as Gulf GRC seeks to export to other GCC countries while
retaining the domestic market share for modern decorative and façade products

Gulf GRC inaugurates largest UHPC/GFRP factory in Qatar
O

n the occasion of Pakistan’s Independence Day, Gulf GRC, being a Qatari-Pakistani firm, is inaugurating the largest
UHPC/GFRP manufacturing facility in Qatar.
It will manufacture Precast, UHPC and
GFRP products under one roof at Mesaieed
Industrial Area.
Previously, the modern decorative and
façade products were manufactured and supplied by foreign competitors in Qatar. “With
our expansion, we will not only retain domestic
business in the Qatar but will also export to
other GCC countries,” the company said.
“We owe our success to the support of our
customers, the commitment of our management in sustaining our vision and the dedication of our workers, without whom nothing
would have been possible.”

Vision
Gulf GRC’s vision is to be the leading GRC,
GRP and UHPC manufacturing company in GCC
by offering innovative and revolutionary architectural, decorative façade solutions to our
customers. We would also like to reshape the
modern-day construction industry with sustainable and technologically advanced composite
materials.

Managing Director / Partner Ch Parvez Iqbal

Mission
·Our mission is to provide value engineered products and services to clients
without compromising quality.
·To be the leading façade solutions provider in GCC and remain dominant player in the
market, and continuously innovate to provide
optimal solutions to our valued customers.
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Educational Technology at The Next Generation School

T

he foundational direction of School’s
philosophy towards Educational Technology (EdTech) as an essential element of
teaching and learning was formulated,
with the establishment of The Next Generation
School back in 2009 with a very factual view,
that teaching, and learning has always been
and shall remain as student-centric, bi-directional, and interactive processes.
The fruits of a well-thought vision of
employing the EdTech during the teaching and
learning process are being honoured by the
academic results and personality development
of both students and teachers, this is achieved
is by multiple factors, such as thoughtful and
purposeful vision, strategies, and strategic
plans including EdTech tools and process at
TNG.
The mode of education world has shifted
its course dramatically, rapid adoption of technology in education was vital for the continuation of the education process during the current
pandemic situation, which mandated that
educationists formalize and adapt the EdTech
approach as an essential tool and provide an
effective learning platform.
EdTech once considered a luxury, optional
choice for educational institutions has now
become indispensable for the continuation of
the teaching and learning process.
Turning weakness of the pandemic into an
opportunity of realizing how quickly a phenomenon may change in today’s globalized society,
education is no different, simultaneously it
has presented an opportunity to strengthen
the IT infrastructure, evaluate, examine and
implement efficient EdTech tools on a priority

basis to pledge the online learning when used
successfully.
Pedagogy - the process by which knowledge is taught and EdTech - tools that support
teaching and learning both of these two most
influential educational tools work together
to produce better and improved results for
student’s learning. The success of student’s
learning depends on the way both these tools
are used together.
Implementing pedagogical practices becomes a real challenge when the EdTech which
acts as a catalyst to enhance the Learning
process becomes just a remote learning tool.
The Next Generation
school timely envisioned
a future for teaching and
learning that involved a
complete digital transformation, and the
process was set in motion in 2015. The goal
is to make TNG fully
capable of imparting
quality education in any
situation which may arise
with a strong focus on
EduTech interventions. TNG

team understood the challenge and planned it
well, professional development, selection, and
implementation of easy-to-use EdTech tools,
chunking of the syllabus to right byte size,
orientation for the parents, education resource
plans for self-paced learning, hybrid learning
models, streaming, synchronized and asynchronous learnings were some of the terms which
TNG team defined refined and implemented.
Moodle a passive eLearning platform
implemented in 2014, combined with
Google classroom and Zoom provided a
jump start, fine-tuning the tools further and
communicating using the traditional email
system, ClassDoJo took off EdTech to the
next level. Introduction of ClassKick, Seesaw
brought further strength. Methods of classroom
observation changed, assessment viewpoint
came into a different shape, however continuous improvement, positive feelings from rising
graphs of parents, teacher and student satisfaction survey made it.
A careful study looking at visionary
players in the EdTech field TNG has
adopted a complete suite of
Microsoft 365 that provides
a high level of integrated
educational productivity tools
and helps students and
teachers easily organize
their educational resources,
put together interactive
lessons, and create individualized learning plans for
students. NearPod enables
teachers to limit diversion and
multitasking during a lesson by

broadcasting content and interactive learning
activities, assessment exercises to student
devices in real-time. Huge sized interactive
touch panels installed in each classroom made
the combination worked better.
Academic excellence is possible with the
continuous professional development of teachers and TNG always had a very strong emphasis on teacher’s professional development.
TNG has been working tirelessly for the past
year to enable students to continue learning
from a place and time wherever they feel comfortable. The level of dedication shown by our
team is inspirational. It clearly demonstrates
our passion for Quality education regardless of
the situation and challenges faced.
TNG also provide students with the opportunity to participate in online interactive
classes in the same way they would while
present on the school campus, but from the
comfort of their locations.
TNG’s guidelines are solidly focused on
digital citizenship and holistic learning. The
transition to online learning would not have
been as easy or smooth had this not been the
case.
As a Way Forward TNG is committed to
raising the standards of education by adapting ever-evolving academic approaches. It is
our responsibility to maintain an infrastructure
aligned with industry best practices to help
educators use technology to engage students
in real learning experiences and to promote
lifelong learning. TNG will continue investing in
technology infrastructure to adapt innovative
education practices for shaping the future of
our students.
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Al Qaim Restaurant: With love from Pakistan
A

Al Qaim’s Owner Sardar Hassan Raza

l Qaim Restaurant, located at Al Meshaf, Al
Wakra, near Lulu Hypermarket offers authentic
Pakistani dishes at affordable rates.
“We offer Authentic Pakistani cuisine. Our
concept is to introduce unique flavours from different
parts of Pakistan. We always endeavour to provide
food with rich and exotic flavours in a very economical way while keeping high standards of hospitality
and customer care.
The well balanced menu is designed in a way
to satisfy the taste buds of people from across the
globe,” said Restaurant Owner Sardar Hassan Raza.
Restaurant’s signature dish is Daigi type
Biryani (Pure taste of Karachi) while other specialities includes wide range of BBQ, Mutton/Chicken
Karahi (pure Lahori style), Nihari, Haleem and Paya,”
remarked Sardar Hassan.
Outlet’s menu covers a wide variety of distinctive
curries, barbecue and rice items with varied spice levels. Curries include a large selection of Chicken and
Lamb items, which are exclusive in the town. All the
dishes are diligently prepared by experienced Chefs
and cooks and freshly served with hot Naan or Roti.
“We use fresh chicken and meat having green
stamp, a proof that the animals have been slaughtered in Qatar. We also use fresh vegetables and
best quality spices,” said Sardar Hassan.
“We have experienced chefs from Karachi,
Gujranwala, Chiniot and Peshawar to prepare dishes
to suit every palate. We have a tandoor specialist
who prepares Roghni Naans, Plain Naan, Tandoori
Roti, Plain, Tandoori and Alu Paratha,” added Sardar
Hassan.
Al Qaim Restaurant also prepares special meals
on orders for all types of gatherings, parties and
functions.

While Al
Qaim’s
signature
dish is Daigi
Dum Biryani,
its specialities
include
Mutton/
Chicken
Karahi, Nihari,
Haleem and
Paya
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‘PROZTEC at the forefront
of digital transformation’

Q

atar National Vision 2030 was launched to serve as a clear roadmap for Qatar’s
future. It aims to propel Qatar forward by balancing the accomplishments that achieve
economic growth with the human and natural resources. This vision captures the essence of where QATAR wants to take you, inspire you and provide a clear to path reach any
goals.
PROZTEC is committed to support Qatar with its expertise and professional services in
digital transformation process to achieve common objectives.
“Our purpose is to align with Qatar National Vision 2030. ‘Made in Qatar’ is a badge
we proudly wear every day. With that pride we have become an IT consultancy company that
offers enterprise solution, professional services and specialized support to domain of IT
business needs,” the company said.
“We empower our customers to achieve their business objective by providing innovative
best-in-class IT consulting services and solutions. We aim to deliver value and innovation to
our clients. Leveraging our strong technical expertise and domain knowledge, we effectively
address the most demanding needs of our clients. We formulate our experience into innovative tools and frameworks, to help our clients accelerate time-to-market and reduce costs.”
Since 2012, the company has been helping firms and established brands reimagine
their business through digital transformation. “Since then, we have become a truly global
company. Around 300 employees work to make a positive difference to making our clients
profitable and dynamic.”

