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O
n the auspicious occasion of the 
73rd Independence Day, I extend 
warmest felicitations to my Pa-
kistani brothers and sisters and 

our friends in the State of Qatar. Today, we 
celebrate the historic 14th day of August 
1947 which marked the epic culmination of 
the heroic democratic struggle of the Mus-
lims of the sub-continent for their right to 
have a homeland in accordance with their 
distinct values and aspirations. This day re-
freshes our enthusiasm and rejuvenates our 
resolve to work for the progress and pros-
perity of our motherland. It also inspires us 
to serve our country and raise our green 
flag, which symbolises our hopes and aspi-
rations, even higher. 

Independence Day, or as we call it, Yaum-
e-Azadi, commemorates the extraordinary 
struggle of the founding fathers who under 
the able guidance of the Great Leader and 
the Father of the nation Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah succeeded in realising 
their goal through unwavering determina-
tion, demonstrating remarkable discipline 
and unity.

Every year on Yaum-e-Azadi the Pa-
kistani nation pays homage to ideals of 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Al-
lama Muhammad Iqbal, other leaders of 
the movement, and to the  martyrs and the 
countless sacrifices rendered in the struggle 
for independence, and reiterates the com-
mitment to remain firm to the objectives 

of the freedom struggle. On this day we 
demonstrate our firm determination 

for collectively upholding unity of 
the nation and strengthening 

the integrity and solidarity 
of the country.

The nation 
has been 

confronted with many challenges along 
the way. It has, however, always risen to the 
occasion and successfully overcome ad-
versity by unflinching and unswerving faith, 
patriotism, steadfastness and resilience in 
our commitment to a modern democratic, 
progressive and tolerant society in the light 
of Islamic values. The resilient and hard-
working people of Pakistan, including over-
seas Pakistanis, are playing the due roles in 
the progress and development of the coun-
try by following the principles of Unity, Faith 
and Discipline; the guiding principles given 
to us by the Father of the nation Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

The government of Pakistan, under the 
dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has already demonstrated its strong 
will to counter all challenges currently con-
fronting the country in the shortest possible 
time. Various measures have been initiated 
to overcome challenges, including meas-
ures to strengthen the national economy. 
Welfare of overseas Pakistanis is also high 
on the agenda of the government.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has issued 
guidelines to all Pakistan Missions abroad 
stressing upon them to actively pursue eco-
nomic diplomacy and attract foreign direct 
investment in various sectors of national 
economy. We, at the Embassy of Pakistan 
Doha, have already geared up all our re-
sources in this regard.

Pakistan and the Qatar have histori-
cally enjoyed extremely cordial relations 
based on a common faith and tradi-
tions, deep-rooted cultural affinities, ge-
ographic proximity and convergence of 
interests. These fraternal bonds have 
been carried forward and strengthened 
under the guidance of His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani, Amir 
of the State of Qatar who has always 
shown great support for the 

government and people of Pakistan.
Bilateral relations have been greatly 

strengthened in recent months. Frequent 
leadership level contact and exchange of 
high level visits have increased over the 
past year. Prime Minister Imran Khan visit-
ed Qatar in January and we proudly hosted 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al 
Thani in June this year. These successful 
visits have given a boost to bilateral coop-
eration in all fields including the political, 
trade, investment and defence spheres. We 
are grateful to the State of Qatar for its eco-
nomic support, enhanced investments and 
greater economic collaboration with Paki-
stan. 

Pakistanis have proudly contributed 
in the progress and development of Qa-
tar and in making it a remarkable success 
story of our era. Our workforce has made 
significant contribution in key institutions 
of Qatar such as the armed forces, police, 
health, education, banking and civil aviation. 
The hospitality offered to Pakistanis in Qa-
tar is a reflection of the affection that binds 
our two countries. We are confident that 
the numbers of Pakistani workforce in Qa-
tar will substantially increase in the coming 
months.

For the Pakistani community in the State 
of Qatar, Independence Day has always 
been an especially joyous occasion. They 
celebrate this day with great zeal and en-
thusiasm, and this 14th August it will be no 
different and the community will celebrate 
Yaum-e-Azadi and pay tributes to the found-
ing fathers in a befitting manner. 

Pakistan Zindabad.
Pakistan-Qatar friendship Zindabad. 

HE SyEd AHSAn RAzA SHAH
Ambassador of Pakistan

HE IMRAn KHAn
Prime Minister

HE ARIf AlvI
President

Ambassador’s Message



Pakistan-Qatar:
A Robust Relationship Of 

Brotherhood

P
akistan and Qatar enjoy cor-
dial and cooperative relations 
deeply rooted in common 
faith, heritage and values. they 
share similar views on various 

regional and international issues and coop-
erate at multilateral forums, especially at 
the un and the OiC. the biggest influence 
has been the presence of a 157,000 strong 
Pakistani community that is working in var-
ious spheres of Qatar and endeavouring for 
the progress of Qatar.

after the formation of new democrat-
ic government last year, there has been an 
increased warming up of our relations with 
Qatar. Prime Minister of Pakistan imran 
khan paid a landmark visit to Qatar from 
January 21-22, 2019. the amir of Qatar His 
Highness sheikh tamim bin Hamad al thani 

paid a return visit to Pakistan from June 22-
23, 2019. Besides this, multiple reciprocal 
ministerial visits also took place over the 
last one year. these high-level exchanges 
of visits have further solidified our bilateral 
relations with Qatar and have opened new 
vistas of cooperation. 

On the invitation of Prime Minister im-
ran khan, His Highness sheikh tamim bin 
Hamad al thani, amir of the state of Qatar, 
accompanied by a high-powered delegation 
comprising key Ministers and Senior Offi-
cials, paid a two-day state Visit to Pakistan 
on June 22-23. 

His Highness the amir was received by 
the Prime Minister, where he was given a 21-
gun salute followed by followed by a formal 
Welcoming Ceremony at the Prime Minister 
House, where the visiting dignitary was given 

a tri-services guard of honour. He also wit-
nessed fly past of JF-17 Thunder. 

the Prime Minister imran khan and HH 
sheikh tamim bin Hamad al thani held one-on-
one meeting, followed by delegation-level talks. 
the talks were marked by exceptional warmth 
and cordiality. all aspects of bilateral relations 
came under review. The two leaders reaffirmed 
the closeness of Pakistan-Qatar fraternal ties 
and reiterated the resolve to forge a robust po-
litical and economic partnership.

among other things, it was agreed to take 
steps to significantly increase bilateral trade; 
expand collaboration in the agriculture and 
food sectors; enhance cooperation in the 
energy sector including in the Lng and LPg 
fields and exploration and production of oil 
and gas; promote Qatar’s investments in ener-
gy, tourism and hospitality industries; increase 

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani being welcomed by Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan at nur Khan Air Base.

After the formation of new 
democratic government in 

Pakistan last year, there 
has been an increased 

warming up of relations 
with Qatar
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the number of Pakistani workers employed 
in Qatar; expand cooperation in the fields of 
aviation, maritime affairs, higher education, 
and defence and defence production. it was 
decided that the respective Ministers would 
hold further follow-up talks on the areas to 
give concrete shape to the proposals agreed 
between the leaders. the two sides also ex-
changed views on the regional situation and 
efforts to facilitate the afghan peace process. 

Following the official talks, Pakistan and 
Qatar signed the following Mous: 
 Memorandum of understanding on the 

establishment of Pakistan and Qatar 
Joint Working group (JWg) on trade and 
Investment; 

 Memorandum of understanding for Co-
operation in the fields of Tourism and 
Business events between government of 
state of Qatar and government of islamic 
Republic of Pakistan; and 

 Memorandum of understanding on Coop-
eration in the field of Exchange of Finan-
cial intelligence related to Money Laun-
dering, associated Predicate Offences 
and Terrorism Financing between Finan-
cial information unit of state of Qatar and 
the Financial Monitoring Unit, in the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan. 

the Prime Minister hosted a dinner Ban-
quet in honour of His Highness the amir and 
his entourage. in a special gesture, His High-
ness the amir presented the Qatar national 
football team jersey to the Prime Minister 
and received a cricket bat signed by Prime 
Minister imran khan. 

His Highness the amir also held a meet-
ing with the President of Pakistan dr. arif alvi. 
The President of Pakistan conferred Pakistan’s 
highest civil award “nishan-e-Pakistan” on HH 
the amir.

Competitive exchange rates

No Transfer fee applicable

No correspondent bank charges

This unique world class service is available 24/7

To get started, login to your Internet Banking 

www.cbq.qa/login or download Commercial 

Bank’s Mobile Banking App “CBQ MOBILE” 

from your App store/Google Play.

 

Terms and conditions apply.

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan witnessing the signing of agreements.
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The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani met 
President of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi in Islamabad earlier this year. The 
meeting dealt with bilateral relations and the means to enhance them 
in various fields, particularly economy, investment and energy. They 
also exchanged views on regional and international developments. 
The Pakistani president granted ‘Nishan-e-Pakistan’, Pakistan’s 
highest civilian award, to HH the Amir as an expression of the depth of 
the historical relations between Qatar and Pakistan. 

Pakistan's President Dr Arif Alvi conferring Pakistan’s highest civilian award, nishan-e-Pakistan, on the 
Amir of Qatar HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani.

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani at a meeting with President of Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi.





AL KHAYARIN GROUP OF COMPANIES

Tel: 44651179, 44653050 Fax: 44654881, 44653734
E-Mail: info@alkhayaringroup.com Web: www.alkhayaringroup.com

INDEPENDENCE DAY OF PAKISTAN

Congratulations to Pakistani Community
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The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan at the Amiri Diwan on January 22 this year.

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and 
Pakistani PM Imran Khan receiving a guard of honour 
at the Amiri Diwan in Doha recently.

Visit of Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister  
Imran Khan to  
Qatar in January  
this year

Strengthening  
Ties With Qatar
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Pakistan's Prime Minister imran khan 
paid a two-day official visit to Qa-

tar on January 21 this year. during the 
visit, khan held talks with the amir of 
Qatar HH sheikh tamim bin Hamad al 
thani and Prime Minister and Minister 
of interior He sheikh abdullah bin nas-
ser bin khalifa al thani. they discussed 
ways to promote bilateral relations in 
various fields, especially in investment, 
energy, food security and military. they 
also discussed regional and interna-
tional issues of common concern. the 
Pakistani PM also held meetings with 
leading Qatari businessmen and invited 
them for investment in Pakistan. Prime 
Minister imran khan also addressed 
20,000 members of the Pakistani com-
munity at al Wakra stadium. 

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al Thani with Pakistani 
PM Imran Khan  at Amiri Diwan 
in Doha.
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The Government Pakistan has 
announced free tourist/visit  

visa-on-arrival facility for all Qatari 
Passport holders including Special 
Passports, Diplomatic Passports, 
and Ordinary, with single or multiple 
entries for a period of 30 days ex-
tendable by another 30 days. 

Visas on arrival shall be provided 
subject to the following conditions:
 Passport validity for at least six 

months
 Confirmed return ticket
 Having cash equivalent to 

$1,500 or a valid credit card
The visa-on-arrival facility for 

Qatari nationals will further en-
hance people to people contacts 
between the two countries.

Pakistan Announces 
Visa-On-Arrival  

Facility For  Qatari  
Passport Holders

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah bin nasser 
bin Khalifa al Thani with Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan.

Pakistani PM Imran Khan holding meetings with prominent businessmen 
at Four Seasons Hotel in Doha.

Pakistan's Prime Minister Imran Khan addressing a huge gathering at the then Al Wakra Stadium. 

Deputy Amir of Qatar HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad al Thani 
and Foreign Minister of Pakistan Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi at the Amiri Diwan on December 30, 2018.

Pakistan’s PM Imran Khan welcomes the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs of Qatar HE Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al Thani 
to Pakistan on October 19, 2018

 Deputy PM and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Qatar HE Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Abdulrahman al Thani with his Pakistani counterpart Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi .

Bilateral 
Ministerial Visits



A
t present, there are 157,000 Paki-
stanis living in Qatar and serving 
the state in different capacities. 
Pakistani workforce in Qatar is 
increasing by at a very fast pace 

in the light of the decision made by the amir 
HH sheikh tamim bin Hamad al thani to re-
cruit additional 100,000 Pakistani workers.

in the last three years, three successful joint 
committee meetings of the technical representa-
tives of labour ministries of both the countries have 
taken place and two joint ministerial commission 
meetings were also concluded. these  culminated 
in the establishment of two Qatar Visa Centres in 
islamabad and karachi on december 27and 29, 
2018 and recruitment of more than 50,000 work-
ers from Pakistan. 

The total workers remittances in Fiscal Year 
2018-19 reached $385.97 million, an  increase of 
4.01 percent as compared to 2017-18 FY. The wel-
fare of the Pakistani community has remained the 
epicentre of the embassy of Pakistan. Channels 
of interaction with the community have been en-
hanced especially with the blue collar workers who 
have contributed enormously in developing the in-
frastructure of the upcoming FIFA World Cup. 

Close liaison has been established with the 
authorities concerned in Qatar to ensure the 
well-being of the Pakistani community. the third 
meeting of the joint committee along with a road-
show of Pakistani manpower exporting agencies 
was organised in May 2018. special focus is be-
ing given to the overseas Pakistanis for redressal 
of their grievances through Prime Minister Com-
plaint Cell. Overseas Pakistanis Foundation is 
launching different welfare schemes in the areas 
of housing and education for the families of Over-
seas Pakistanis in order to protect their families. 
The recent launch of Pakistan Banao Certificates 
is another step taken by the recent government to 
facilitate overseas Pakistanis. 

the embassy of Pakistan welcomes the 
recent labour reforms announced by Qatar to 
protect the rights of workers. the technical 
Cooperation agreement signed between Qatar 

and international Labour Organization primarily 
focuses on wage protection, labour inspection, 
employment contracts, forced labour and pro-
motion of workers voice. Recent establishment 
of Qatar Visa Centres in Pakistan will greatly ben-
efit the workers as they will be able to complete 

their resident permit formalities in Pakistan. 
Facilities like biometrics, medical, fingerprints,  
document scrutiny, contract signing and visa is-
suance will be provided in these centres. a lot of 
effort is being made to enhance visa quota for 
Pakistani nationals so that maximum number of 
Pakistanis can be employed in Qatar. 

Syed Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari, Minister of State 
for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource de-
velopment (OP&HRd) recently attended the 108th 
session (Centenary) of the international Labour Or-
ganization (iLO) in geneva on June 10-21. He also 

had  a meeting with Qatar's Minister of adminis-
trative development, Labour and social affairs He 
Yousef Mohamed al Othaman Fakhroo. 

in the meeting, bilateral relationship with 
special reference to export of manpower was 
discussed and both sides agreed to revamp the 
relationship through active engagement at all 
levels. the Qatari side assured that Pakistani 
manpower will be given priority and the amir's 
decision for recruitment of additional 100,000 
workforce from Pakistan will be materialised in 
due course of time. 

Pakistani Workforce  
Rising In Qatar 

Minister of State for Overseas Pakistanis & Human Resource Devel-
opment with Ambassador of Qatar to Pakistan. The opening ceremony of Qatar Visa Centre.

The total workers remittances in 
fiscal year 2018-19 reached $385.97 
million, an  increase of 4.01 percent 
as compared to 2017-18 fy.
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Public Events  
By The 

Embassy of  
Pakistan Ambassador of Pakistan HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah addressing a gathering 

during the flag hoisting ceremony on March 23, 2019. 

Members of the Pakistan Army with the Ambassador of Pakistan to Qatar HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah on the occasion of national 
Day in Doha on March 23, 2019.

Ambassador of Pakistan to Qatar HE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah ad-
dressing a gathering on the occasion of national Day. 

Minister of State for Interior of Pakistan HE Shahryar Afridi addressing a 
gathering on the occasion of Kashmir Black Day.

The Embassy of Pakistan organised an event in connection with the 
Easter Day celebrations. 

Cake cutting ceremony on the occasion of national Day.

A large number of people gathered at the Embassy of Pakistan on March 23, 
2019.

People gathered at the Embassy of Pakistan for the flag hoisting ceremony 
on March 23, 2019.

The flag hoisting ceremony at the Embassy of 
Pakistan on March 23, 2019.

Month Visit by ReMaRks

international Products 
exhibition &  

Conference 2018

Mr Javed Akbar, Additional Secretary Minis-
try of Commerce, Islamabad

The exhibition was held at Doha from 8th to 
10th October 2018. A record 36 companies par-
ticipated in the exhibition.

Hospitality Qatar 2018
nov 6-8

The exhibition was held from 6th to 8th no-
vember 2018. 

Five companies namely Rizcom International, 
Tooba Rice Mills, Maqsood Flour and General 
Mills, Simply The Great Food Pvt Ltd and Lucky 
Impex. 

Doha Forum 2018 Mr Asad Umar, Finance Miniser, Pakistan The Mission arranged his meetings with Qatar’s 
Prime Minister, Finance Minister and with the 
team at Qatar Financial Centre.

Pakistan Horti expo 
2019 

January 21-22

Model Farms Project (EMFP) arranged Pa-
kistan Horti Expo at Lahore Expo Centre in 
January 2019.

Following companies from Qatar participated in 
the Exhibition as delegates:
• Al-Sulaiteen Group
• Al-Mutaaly Trading

Pakistan-Qatar trade 
& investment  
Conference  

March 10, 2019

Mr Abdul Razzak Dawood, Advisor on Com-
merce and Mr Haroon Sharif, Chairman 
Board of Investment attended the event 
alongside Qatar’s Minister of Commerce 
and Industry HE Ali bin Ahmed al Kuwari.

A number of leading Pakistani companies repre-
sented by Pakistan Business Council, Pakistan 
Stock Exchange and Employers’ Federation of 
Pakistan participated in the event which was 
held in coordination with Pakistan Professionals 
Forum, Qatar.

agriteQ 2019
March 19-22

With the efforts of the Commercial Section, 
ten companies/entities including EMFP, 
Government of the Punjab is required. 

The companies that participated include Alfalah 
International Traders, Haleeb Foods, Kolsons, 
Leo Fruits, Lu Biscuits, nestle Pakistan, Sea-
sons Food, Sundar International Trading and 
Technology International. 

Punjab agri expo 
June 21-22

Model Farms Project (EMFP) arranged Pa-
kistan Horti Expo at Lahore Expo Centre in 
June 2019.

Following companies from Qatar participated in 
the Exhibition as delegates:
• SAIC Group
• Al-Takreem Group
• Lari Group
• Almeera Consumer Goods

Important vIsIts/actIvItIes durIng 2018-19  
for the commercIal sectIon, embassy of pakIstan



Salman ali
CommerCial SeCretary

T
He it industry in Pakistan has shown 
phenomenal growth for the past 10-
12 years. this is evident from its con-
tribution to the overall economy of 

the country.
according to the Pakistan software export 

Board (PseB), the total size of the software sector 
is approximately $6.5 billion, which is expected to 
grow at least 3.5 percent in the next five years. The 
local software market is export-orientated. Howev-
er, it is dependent on imports for the latest technol-
ogies and services. During FY 2018-19, Pakistan's 
software exports were approximately $5 billion, 
which is 8 percent higher than the previous year. 
in addition, the domestic consumption of software 
applications supported by direct imports and local 
development is approximately $1.2 billion, which 
has declined marginally by approximately 2 per-
cent compared to FY 2017-18. Major international 
software brands from the united states, the united 
kingdom, germany, spain, and China have already 
established a strong presence in Pakistan.

IT sector’s share in the total exports accounts 
for 3.5 percent, which has more than doubled from 
2006, when it was a mere 1.3 percent.

the industry is projected to expand and grow 
across different categories. along with contribut-
ing to the country’s exports, it has generated signif-
icant skilled-level employment in Pakistan. accord-
ing to the Pakistan technology industry survey 
2018 reported in the news international, the it in-
dustry in Pakistan is going to hire between 12,000 
and 18,000 employees in 2019. it is estimated that 
in 2004, Pakistan had merely a 4,000 strong profes-
sional community. 14 years later in 2018 there are 
nearly 150,000 employees working in the it sector. 
that is a 35-40 times growth in employment. 

In terms of official SBP figures, when com-
pared to overall services exports, it-sector exports 
have jumped from 7 percent of services exports to 
20 percent of services exports in 2018. every 5th 
dollar in services exports in 2018 came from the 
technology industry. it is expected to be every 4th 
dollar in 2019.

Pakistan’s IT Industry has begun to make its 
mark globally. in november 2017, a us-based it 
company shifted its 125 remote jobs from indian 
city noida to islamabad. Pakistan together with 
Bangladesh, the Philippines and Malaysia have be-
gun to stake their claim in the it sector by offering 
cheaper workers.

Pakistan is a budding it industry when 
compared with that of India. While Pakistan’s 
it industry is now growing faster than the in-
dian industry, it is expected to narrow the gap 
somewhat. Pakistan’s IT sector is growing by 20 
percent per year as opposed to Indian industry’s 

growth of only 7-8 percent.
the jobs that have been shifted to Pakistan 

from india are low-end ones at present. india is 
the biggest market of data operators and busi-
ness process outsourcing (BPO) call centres. 
experts suggest Pakistan does not need to 
necessarily mirror the indian strategy because 
the needs have changed. the next wave of jobs 
would be in the Fourth Industrial Revolution, 
which would need people in areas such as ro-
botics, artificial intelligence, nanotechnology, 
quantum computing, biotechnology, blockchain, 
the internet of things, 3d printing, augmented 
reality and autonomous vehicles.

Pakistan has the potential to capitalise on this 
opportunity. the new york times in 2015 carried 
an article calling Pakistan “the next software hub”. 
in the same year, upwork.com, a freelance job 
providing portal with 26 million registered users, 
reported that Pakistanis accounted for the fifth 
largest number of software freelancers.

annually, about 10,000 it graduates enter the 
job market of Pakistan which has around 150,000 
mainstream it professionals and 150,000 to 
200,000 freelancers who have a better record in 
the international it market. Pakistan's freelancers 
have gained better credibility than those in any oth-
er country in south asia according to one opinion. 
Pakistani freelancers may be slightly expensive, 
but they complete the job as per agreements with 
their clients, so they have earned a good name.

Local application developers, freelancers, and 
it companies are the major driving force behind 
the success of the computer software sector in Pa-
kistan. there are approximately 1,500 registered lo-
cal companies involved in a variety of applications 
development for domestic and corporate use. 
the majority of high-end companies are involved 
in the development and distribution of enterprise 
resource planning (eRP) and customised solutions 
for specific industry sectors. 

in addition, there is a growing interest from 
local companies and freelancers to enter the on-
line space, especially after the launch of 3g and 
4g cellular spectrums in Pakistan. the majority 
of these development activities involve consumer 
applications based on android or apple platforms, 
website development, e-wallets/payments, e-com-
merce, and online gaming. Most foreign firms oper-
ate either through their appointed local distributor 
or by having their own office with fully-equipped 
technical and support teams to cater to their cus-
tomers' needs.

the government of Pakistan on both federal 
and provincial levels places a high priority on the 
development of the it industry, including the soft-
ware development sector. 

according to PseB, the government has 
launched several policies to encourage local and 
foreign companies to invest in Pakistan. 

some of these incentives include: 
(1) 100 percent ownership of equity; 
(2) income tax exemption on it exports revenue 
until June 2019;
(3) 100 percent repatriation of profits; 
(4) tax holiday for venture capital funds until June 
2024; 
(5) accelerated depreciation of 30 percent on com-
puter equipment; 
(6) the state Bank of Pakistan (sBP) has allowed 
banks to open Internet Merchant Accounts; 
(7) availability of instant, reliable and high-speed 
internet connectivity. 

the government of Pakistan is promoting 

start-ups. it has given three-year exemption from 
taxes to the start-ups and set up national incuba-
tion centres in Lahore, islamabad, Peshawar, kara-
chi and Quetta.

as a result, Pakistan has begun to receive for-
eign investment in the it sector. Chinese e-com-

merce giant alibaba in 2018 acquired a Pakistani 
digital retailer daraz group, for an undisclosed 
amount. since it was founded in 2012, daraz has 
steadily expanded its services to Myanmar, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka and Nepal. The world’s largest incu-
bator ideagist in July 2019 announced an increase 
in its technology investment in Pakistan from $55 
million to $100 million to support Prime Minister 
imran khan's vision on entrepreneurship and inno-
vation in emerging technologies.  

during the Pakistan-Qatar trade & investment 
Conference at Doha in March 2019, Pakistan’s FIN-
TECH companies for the first time attended a busi-
ness event of this nature in Qatar en-masse and 
their counterparts in Qatar were hugely impressed 
by the prowess. there exists a great potential 
for investors and companies from Qatar to have 
Joint-Venture relationships with the up-and-com-
ing it companies from Pakistan, tap into the huge 
talent-pool of english-speaking it professionals 
available in Pakistan and develop it solutions for 
the global marketplace. 

Booming  
IT Industry 
Makes Its Mark

local application developers, 
freelancers, and IT companies are 
the major driving force behind the 
success of the computer software 
sector in Pakistan. There are 
approximately 1,500 registered 
local companies involved 
in a variety of applications 
development for domestic and 
corporate use.
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l n malliCK
Doha

P
akistani socio-cultural fo-
rums and community insti-
tutions regularly organise 
functions to raise awareness 
about important issues and 

celebrate different occasions. 
Here is a glimpse of few events held recently: 

PAS-Q organises presentation on heart ailments 
Pakistan arts society-Qatar (Pas-Q) organised 

a function to raise awareness among the community 
members regarding the risks and prevention for heart 
attack at Pak shamaa school auditorium. Hamad Medi-
cal Corporation cardiologist dr tahir Hamid gave a detailed 
presentation. Community Welfare attaché at Pakistan 
embassy Hafiz Junaid sial attended the event as the 
chief guest.

Farewell reception in honour of Defence Attaché 
Commodore Irfan Taj

the Pakistan association Qatar (PaQ) organised a 
function to bid farewell to the outgoing defence attaché 
Commodore irfan taj at golden tulip Hotel recently. 
Community Welfare attache Junaid amir sial and repre-
sentatives of Pakistan defence institutes were also pres-
ent on the occasion. 

Qatar-based Pakistanis offered to invest in Serenity 
housing project in Galiyat area 

after the success story of Mall of Multan, prominent Pa-
kistani entrepreneur Malik asrar ahmad awan has recently 
launched serenity, a five-star apartment project of khaira 
gali in the galiyat area of north Pakistan with breathtaking 
views of the mountainous kashmir valley, surrounded by the dense 
and pristine pine forest. AAM developer’s team Nadeem Akbar 
shaikh and amir Liaqat recently visited Qatar and invited members 
of the Pakistani community to invest in the luxurious project and 
own state of the art property having all modern day facilities. 

TNG hosts first Graduation Ceremony for Class of 2019
the next generation (tng) school recently hosted its first 

graduation ceremony to celebrate the success and achieve-
ments of the graduating students of grades 11 and 12 of the 
Class of 2019. secretary general of Qatar national Commis-

sion for education, Culture and science dr Hamda Hassan al 
sulaiti, who was the Chief guest of the ceremony, motivated 
the students and appreciated the efforts of tng as an edu-
cational institute.  

Sohni Dharti organises mango festival    
sohni dharti organised a mango festival at al khor re-

cently that drew huge crowds. al khor Community security 
Head Hamad al Mannai accompanied by Jassim al Bakar, 
Jassim ashkanani, abdulaziz al kubaisi and Community Wel-

fare attache at the Pakistan embassy Hafiz Junaid amir sial 
attended the inauguration ceremony. Chairman of sohni dharti 
saleem Baloch thanked community members for attending the 
event from far places like dukhan, Wakra and Mesaieed.

Rich tributes paid to Dr Allama Mohammad Iqbal
Pakistan Women Forum Qatar (PWFQ), in collaboration 

with Pakistan association Qatar (PaQ), has organised an event 
in memory of great philosopher dr allama Mohammad iqbal at 
Sapphire Plaza Hotel. Justice (ret’d) Nasira Iqbal daughter-in-law 
and a prominent law expert was the chief guest. Chairperson of 
PWFQ Shahida Atiq Khan said the purpose of the event was to 
pay tributes to dr allama Mohammad iqbal and pass on his con-
cept of khudi to the youngsters.

PMG organises iftar get-together
the Punjab Music group (PMg) recently organised an if-

tar get-together at Modern asian Restaurant. the event was 
attended by notable personalities, including Bushra eman, 
shaukat ali naz, Rana anwar ali, Ch ajmal, adeel akbar and 
atiq ur Rehman. Chief Organiser nazakat ali khan invited 
the guests.

QSindhis organises 5th annual iftar dinner at Al Khor
QSindhis, a social forum of Pakistan’s Sindhi community 

in Qatar, organised 5th annual iftar dinner at al Waha Club, al 
khor. the event brought together sindhi community and other 
Pakistani communities’ representatives at the event to enhance 
intercommunity unity for the national development and pros-
perity of Pakistan besides upholding the prestige of Pakistan 
globally and strengthen Pak-Qatar relationship.  
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Dr Tahir Hamid with guests at Pak Shamaa School.AAM developer’s team with community members in Doha.

The outgoing Defence Attaché Commodore Irfan Taj at a function  
held at Golden Tulip Hotel. TnG Graduating Class of 2019. Al Khor Community Security Head Hamad al Mannai accompanied 

by Jassim al Bakar, Jassim Ashkanani, Abdulaziz al Kubaisi and 
Community Welfare Attache Hafiz Junaid Amir Sial cut a ribbon to 
inaugurate the mango festival.

Head of Chancery at the Pakistan Embassy Sarwar Hussain Shar with community members at  
Al Waha Club, Al Khor.  PMG officials with community members at Modern Asian Restaurant.

Justice (ret’d) Nasira Iqbal (middle) with officials of Pakistan Women Forum 

Qatar and guests.
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Ghulam Farid
(ex-SportS SeCretary SD)

S
OHni dharti is a social or-
ganisation which represents 
Pakistani community living 
in al khor. the organisation 

was established many years ago. if we 
peep into its past then many individual 
names come across the mind who have 
put their energies to make it a top-lev-
el social organisation. One prominent 
name worth to mention is Rana anwar 
ali. Many individuals will agree to the 
point that sohni dharti  witnessed sig-
nificant change under his chairmanship 
which lasted for four years.

there were many talking points 
about the transformation Rana anwar 
brought to the organisation. i will at-
tempt to put icing on the cake.

sohni dharti organises cultur-
al shows on particular days such as 
Pakistan independence day, Pakistan 
defence day and Pakistan Resolution 
day to showcase the love and the pas-
sion to the beloved country. 

special dresses fitting to the the-
matic tableaux to represent different 
areas of the country provide a good op-
portunity for our young generation, to 
know about the history and the diversi-
ty of the culture and custom Pakistan 
possesses. ambassadors of friendly 
countries, dignitaries and large num-
ber of Pakistani community members 
attended the events to experience the 
rich Pakistani culture.

sohni dharti structured many sport-
ing events for children as well as adults 
which brought kids to the actual playing 
field rather than playing on their smart 
phones and tablets. Cricket and football 
tournaments arranged quite often for 
the kids which got attraction and pop-
ularity not only among the children but 
among their parents as well.

Bearing in mind the importance 
of physical fitness of the community 
members, sohni dharti organised crick-
et, volleyball and football tournaments. 

a large number of community mem-
bers participated in the games which 
not only brought good effect to fitness 
but maintain good relations among the 
community members as well. 

Many exciting prizes, coloured uni-
forms, media coverage, refreshments 

and extraordinary facilities attract-
ed more and more individuals to the 
games. 

Proper arrangement of food stalls 
at sporting events fetched a lot of au-
dience in the form of kids and families.

sohni dharti observed many reli-
gious programmes like salam Ramzan 
where naat and Qirat competition were 
held, seerat e Mustafa in which the 
qualities of Holy Prophet PBuH were 
highlighted, Quranic education with ta-
jweed and arabic learning were held on 
regular basis. 

apart from spiritual lineups, sohni 
dharti arranged science club and urdu 
club as well. Children were trained 
about science and urdu language learn-
ing, especially to make tmen read and 
write the national language at least.

sohni dharti organised many in-
tra-community events as well. 

Pakistani Mango festival is one of 
the major events that is equally pop-
ular among the Pakistanis as well as 
other nationalities. the event can be 
described as Made in Pakistan which 
offered a variety of Pakistani mangoes, 
fruits, vegetables, clothes, shoes, desi 
food and much more. Jashn-e-Baharan 
(spring festival), one of the other wide-
spread events where almost all Paki-

stani hotels and restaurants participate 
and showcase the Pakistani cuisine. 

eid Bazar has been another suc-
cessful event which is held during the 
last week of Ramadan. this event gives 
opportunities to the ladies to engage in 
eid related shopping.

sohni dharti, under the chairman-
ship of Rana anwar ali, raised the Paki-
stani flag high by representing Pakistan 
on many different levels and junctures. 
Kids from Sohni Dharti signified Paki-
stan by performing at Baladna Park, an 
event organised by Qatar Cancer soci-
ety. 

sohni dharti kids represented Pa-
kistan and performed in entertainment 
Village during Pakistan week celebra-
tion. sohni dharti kids frequently per-
formed at the Pakistan embassy.

sohni dharti organised events to 
mark Qatar national day and Qatar na-
tional sports day. sohni dharti helped 
community members in many embassy 
related as well as other common issues 
and matters.

Rana anwar ali worked with four ex-
ecutive committees as Chairman of the 
organization and handed over the baton 
to new executive committee but he has 
built the association on very strong nit-
ty-gritties and foothold. 

the organisation has been taken to 
the next level. i dare to say at the mo-
ment, this organisation is well estab-
lished, widely known, glowing, reliable, 
effective and leading social forum.

saleem Balouch has taken up the 
role of Chairman of sohni dharti. He 
is leading a very dedicated and profes-
sional team.  i wish the new chairman 
and the members of executive commit-
tee good luck and a lot of success.

Long Live sohni dharti, Long Live 
Pakistan!

Sohni Dharti: Moving Upwards

A cultural show on the occasion of Pakistan Day. 

Players during the prize distribution ceremony of the sixth edition of PCL 
final.

First volleyball tournament organised by Sohni Dharti.

Community members participating in Spring Festival.

Children perform at an event to mark Pakistan Independence Day.

Winners of Marhaba Ramadan contest.

Sohni dharti organises 
cultural shows on particular 
days such as Pakistan 
Independence day, Pakistan 
defence day and Pakistan 
Resolution day to showcase 
the love and the passion to 
the beloved country.



P
akistan international school-Qatar (Pis-Q), which 
once started its humble beginnings as “Pakistan 
education Centre”, has now grown into one of the 
best schools in doha. its constant and consistent 
growth in the recent past has earned it immense 

pride at home and credibility in the educational scene of doha. 
Being a community school, it has not only strived to provide the 
best quality education to Pakistani expatriates but to numerous 
other nations as well. it is this sense of community and shared 
welfare along with a competent and dedicated administrative 
team that Pakistan international school has been able to show-
case tangible and measurable growth made over recent years.

ACADEMIC PROGRESS
a) Results

Comparative result summary of ssC-ii (2011-19): overseas and federal Board
HSSC Comparative 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
PISQ 98.05  100  92.62  100  97.79  95.05 100 100 100
Overseas 84.96  83.36  81.53  86.15  85.40  85.55 84.70 88.11 
Federal Board 90.17  90.97  89.97  90.71  86.23  91.16 91.82 91.66
                  (All the results are in %)

Comparative result summary of HssC-ii (2011-19): overseas and federal Board
HSSC Comparative 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
PISQ 91.72 92.96 90.13 88.16 88.41 93.91 94.23 97.44 Result awaiting
Overseas 77.22 80.34 78.01 80.89 81.48 76.71 84.70 84.62 
Federal Board 80.6 76.94 48.42 76.01  73  80.52 79.23 82.47
         (All the results are in %)

b) Admissions 
since the past seven years, there is a drastic increase in the 

number of admissions and we are now high in demand, which is 
evident due to the long waiting list that consisits of Pakistani and 
other nationals.

Total no of students: 3,971, Pakistanis students: 90 percent 
Other nationalities: 10 percent 

c) Academic and Professional Achievements
every academic year we use different techniques to make the 

teaching more interesting and effective for our students.  this 
year as an international school, we are taking a step forward 
with an effective leadership and management plan for sustained 
improvement. Our “school improvement Plan” (siP) will be vig-
orously implemented through the reviewed school improvement 
groups (sigs), which will include teaching and support staff 
groups. 

it is also vital for our students to participate on global plat-
forms, which is why we take part in the following programmes: 
 international youth Leadership Programme, run by the su-

preme Committee of delivery and Legacy.
 Model united nation (Mun), participate in Qatar since 2014 

and upon invitation attended a conference in Barcelona spain 
in april 2019.

 Qatar debate. We are the champions since last four  years 
and this year again won third position among 158 speakers 
and 54 teams from 40 schools of doha.

 TEDx Projects. (First Pakistani school in Gulf with the license 
to hold tedx projects.)

 ieaRn Qatar (for the first time our teachers won international 
trips to Morocco and usa to attend ieaRn open houses.)

IGCSE CAMPUS AT PAKISTAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
initiation of igCse along with conventional education system 

at Pakistan international school is yet another milestone in its 
progress towards excellence. PisQ has already proved its high 
academic standards in Federal Board exams; IGCSE project will 
now help PisQ to provide its students with internationally accept-
ed education. to make this dream come true, a separate building 
has been constructed at PisQ, which will accommodate up to 
390 students; highly-experienced teachers have been hired and 

admission tests have already been conducted. 
the syllabi from class Vi to Vii has also been changed to 

prepare our students for Cambridge curricula ahead. the over-
whelming demand in admission tests has proven the trust the 
community puts in PisQ and its educational standards. the 
igCse classes will commence from september 2019.
EVENING SCHOOL

evening school project has been successfully completed 
by PisQ and hundreds of students have benefitted from this 
programme. We identified the need to educate our Pakistani 
over-aged children. these children due to being over-aged were 
unable to acquire admission in any school in doha. PisQ pro-
vided these children with an opportunity to get education when 
no other institution would take them. in 2015, with permission 
from the Ministry of education and Higher education we started 
the evening school. this initiative has been widely appreciated, 
as it is a great service to our community. We began the evening 
school with 17 students and the number is increasing every year. 
about 312 students are currently enrolled in our evening school.

PIS-Q Striving For Excellence
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M
Ountain peaks are not only of-
ten hidden by clouds but are also 
shrouded in mystery. some of the 
mystery arises from the fact that 
owing to the difficulties of ascend-

ing great heights few people venture to the top, 
and in legend and superstition the peaks become 
the throne room of the goods which cannot be 
defiled by human feet. Part of the mystery is in 
the unknown which lies beyond the mountains: 
it might be waterless, tree-less, burning desert or 
a sea of ice. a high mountain peak viewed from 
a distance may appear easily approachable but 
when the explorer goes towards it, he discovers 
that it is far more distant than he though and lies 
across ridges and valley that lay concealed from 
view and in this sense every high mountain peak 
has a mystery about it.

Beautiful  Karakorams
the karakorams which means ‘black moun-

tains’’, lying to the north of the western Himala-
yas, stretch for nearly 300 miles from the east-
ern most part of afghanistan in a south eastern 
direction. Having a width of 150 miles, the kar-
akorams consist of a group of parallel ranges 
with several spurs. Only the central part is a 
monolithic range. sprawling nearly over 35 and 
33 n latitude and lying roughly between 74 and 
78 e longitude, the karakorams are one of the 
highest mountain systems of 24,000 feet (7,320 
metres) or above, and four of them are above 
26,000 feet (7,930 metres). no other mountain 
system has such a large number of high peaks 
above 7,000 metres. Craggy peaks and steep 
slopes are characteristic of the range.

the karakorams serve as the watershed be-
tween the two river basins of the lndus and the 
tarim, the indus, after an initial westerly direction, 
flowing south and the Khotan tributary of the Tarim 
flowing north to join the Tarim. These mountains 
also form the boundary between China and the 
northern areas of gilgit and Baltistan controlled by 
Pakistan.

Broad Peak
Board peak is the 12th highest mountain in 

the world at 8,075 metres above sea level. Broad 
peak is part of the gasherbrum massif in Bal-
tistan on the border of Pakistan and China. it is 
located in the karakoram mountain range about 8 
kilometres from k2. it has a summit over 1.5 kilo-
metres long. the mountain has several summits: 
Broad Peak (8,047 m), Rocky summit (8,028 m), 
Broad Peak central (8,011 m), Broad Peak north 
(7,490 m), and kharut kangri (6,942 m).

The first ascent of Broad Peak was made on 
between June 8 and 9, 1957 by Fritz Wintersteller, 
Marcus schmuck, kurt diemberger, and Hermann 
Buhl of an austrian expedition led by Marcus 
Schmuck. First attempt by the team was made on 
May 29 where Fritz Winteresteller and Kurt Diem-

berger reached the forepeak (8,030 m). this was 
also accomplished without the aid of supplemen-
tal oxygen, high altitude porters and  base camp 
support.

Gasherbrum-I
gasherbrum-i is part of the gasherbrum mas-

sif, located in the karakoram region of the Hima-
laya. gasherbrum is often claimed to mean ‘‘shin-
ing Wall’’, presumably a reference to the highly 
visible face of the neighbouring peak gasherbrum 
IV; but in fact it comes from ‘‘rgasha’’ (beautiful) 
+ ‘‘brum’’ (mountain) in Balti, hence it actually 
means ‘‘beautiful mountain.’’

gasherbrum-i was designated k5 (meaning 
the 5th peak of the karakoram) by tg Montgom-
erie in 1856 when he first spotted the peaks of the 
karakoram from more than 200 km away during 
the great trigonometric survey of india. 

in 1892, William Martian Conway provided the 
alternate name, Hidden Peak, in reference to its ex-
treme remoteness. Gasherbrum-I was first climbed 
on July 5, 1958 by Pete schoening and andy kauff-
man of an eight-man american expedition.

Nanga Parbat
nanga Parbat literally, naked Mountain is the 

ninth highest mountain in the world at 8,126 me-
tres (26,660 ft) above sea level. it is the western 
anchor of the Himalays around which the indus 
river skirts into the plains of Pakistan. it is located 
in the gilgit-Baltistan region of Pakistan and is lo-
cally known as ‘Deo Mir’ ‘Deo’ meaning ‘huge’ ‘mir’ 
meaning ‘mountain’.

nanga Parbat is one of the eight-thousander 
peaks, with a summit elevation of 8,126 metres 
(26,660 ft). an immense, dramatic peak rising far 
above its surrounding terrain, nanga. nanga Par-
bat forms the western anchor of the Himalayan 
range and is the westernmost eight-thousander. it 
lies just south of the indus River in the diamer dis-
trict of gilgit-Baltistan in Pakistan. not far to the 
north is the western end of the karakoram range

K2
k2, also known as Mount godwin-austen or 

Chhogori is the second highest mountain in the 
world, after Mount everest, at 8,611 metres above 
the sea level. it is located on the China-Pakistan 
border between Baltistan, in the gilgit-Baltistan 
region of northern Pakistan.

Fosco Mariant, the Italian mountaineer, de-
scribes k-2 as ‘‘the very Patriarch of Mountains, 
regal, serene, a mountain conceived on a giant 
scale, given the space and setting that are meet 
and right for a giant. in the mighty mass of the 
whole, each single part seems so finely wrought, 
each one a telling note in a mighty chord, and in 
the patterning of ridge, colour, rock face and ice 
fall, thrusting inexorably upwards to the peak, 
there is the logic of Bach fugue.

Broad Peak

Ultar Peak Hunza Valley

The Karakorams

K2
K2 base camp

gasherbrum-i

mountaIn peaks of pakIstan
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E
FFECTIVE branding, building the 
country’s soft image and strong 
provincial coordination are vital to 
flourish the tourism industry. Keep-

ing in view, the present government recently 
constituted national tourism Coordination 
Board (ntCB) with an aim to promote the plu-
ralistic image of country across the globe and 

synchronise all the regional tourism depart-
ments since tourism was a provincial subject 
after 18th amendment. 

The basic component of NTCB’s strategy is 
to lure the foreign tourists. ntCB would also work 
out various initiatives to create tourist-friendly 
environment in the country and ensure provision 
of quality services to the travellers and tourists. 

the Law enforcement agencies would also 
be taken on board to provide the tourists fool-
proof security during their stay here. 

the development of infrastructure is also 
imperative to increase tourist activities in the 
country and the board would only facilitate 
the provinces in this regard. Protection of en-
vironment, culture and heritage would also be 

ensured as the provincial authorities had been 
asked to strictly follow government’s guideline 
in this regard.

Visa-on-arrival facility has been extended 
to 155 countries, which was limited to only 24 
countries in the past, with a view to give a clear 
message to the world that Pakistan has opened 
up to the investors, businessmen and tourists.

Massive Steps To Promote  
Tourism In Pakistan

Badshahi Mosque, Lahore

Deosai plains, Rama meadows

Gojal Valley

The Kalash, also called Waigali or Wai, are a Dardic Indo-Aryan indigenous people 
residing in the Chitral District of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan.

Minar-e-Pakistan  
in Lahore

Ranikot Fort is a historical Talpur fort near Sann, Jamshoro District, 
Sindh, Pakistan.

A view of the Lahore Fort's iconic Alamigiri Gate.

Exterior view of Lahore Fort
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MessAges FrOM tHe PrOFessiOnAl cOMMunity MeMbers

Best wishes to all Pakistanis liv-
ing abroad, especially in Qatar. It’s 
a good time to emerge our new 
image as a soft spoken, well man-
nered, strong and courageous na-
tion serving with highly qualified 
engineers, doctors, businessmen 
and all fields of life to the entire 
world as well as Qatar. We all be-

ing Pakistanis should promote our culture, our attire, our 
language and our high moral values. Pakistan Zindabad.

Pakistanis living in Qatar are an epit-
ome of the idea of freedom which 
their great leaders envisaged. The 
freedom where they strive for the 
betterment of the great host coun-
try and their own homeland.  I take 
this opportunity to congratulate Pa-
kistani community living in Qatar on 
Independence Day and hope that 

they will continue playing their role to 
ensure this ideology of freedom is achieved and maintained 
in good spirit. I wish best of luck to this great nation of great 
people, in contributing their share to make the world a better 
place to live for all fellow human beings. 

This day is very significant for 
our country and each of us as 
its citizens. This is the day when 
Pakistan were formed. This is 
the day when we became free 
and independent state. This 
is the day we’ll never forget.  
Happy Independence Day!

On this great occasion, my warm 
wishes to all Pakistanis over the 
globe especially the one living in 
Qatar. The success of a state is 
measured by how well it protects 
its weakest. So it is not only the 
responsibility of state, but also the 
people of Pakistan to bring change 
in society while taking good care of 

the weakest. We are the nation built on harmony, develop-
ment, prosperity and peace, achieving milestone for a better 
future. Happy Independence Day, Pakistan Zindabad

I extend my sincere salutation 
and best wishes to the Paki-
stani community and all friends 
of Pakistan in Qatar at the pro-
pitious juncture of Independ-
ence Day. We are the nation, 
built on harmony, development, 
prosperity and peace, achieving 
milestone for a better future. 

We should celebrate our freedom 
by promoting a human rights culture in which respect, 
dignity and equality become a code for living. Our 
dreams of great nation will become true if everyone in 
their individual capacity play their role with great zeal, 
passion and dedication. We should always enhance 
the soft and positive image of our beloved country.  
Happy Independence Day!

Being a visual artist and active 
community member, I am dedi-
cated to raising awareness how 
art enhances the well-being of 
individuals, society and environ-
ment. On this special occasion, 
I would like to say thank you to 
our Pakistani community living 
in Qatar and Pakistan Embassy 

to Qatar for playing constant supportive role to promote 
Pakistani visual artists during their visits to Katara art ex-
hibitions. I would also like to extend a thank you message 
for Katara, providing continuous patronage for art scene 
and creating platform for Qatar residents. I congratulate 
and wish all the very best to the Pakistani community and 
Pakistani artists living in Qatar for their constant efforts 
and fortitude.

Before 1947, the world did not know the meaning of freedom. It is Pakistan who taught 
the world the true meaning of freedom and independence. Today, we are miles away 
from challenges of poverty, terrorism, unemployment, youth frustration, resources mis-
management and corruption.  But we need to reach across the miles with our passion 
and hard work to make this land peaceful, prosperous and happy living. Insha Allah the 
day is not far when we shall stand victorious against all these challenges. Happy Inde-
pendence day to all Pakistanis. Say it loud and proud Pakistan Zindabad!Shahida Khan 

It is with great pleasure that on the 
auspicious occasion of Pakistan’s 
72nd anniversary of Independ-
ence, I share my thoughts through 
the courtesy of QT, which plays an 
important role in highlighting the 
history and culture of countries 
represented in the Qatar.

Despite several challenges, Pa-
kistan has steadily geared up the 

path of progress and development. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s government, cognizant of our enormous national po-
tential, has fast-tracked the country’s journey to prosperity 
through an elaborate social and economic development.

Sarfaraz Jehangir

Fahad Ismail

Javaid Iqbal

Shahid Rafique Naz

Arshad HussainMala Waseem

Atiq ur Rehman

We should not limit celebrations 
to the Independence Day. We 
should always remember the 
sacrifice of our national heroes 
who took the country where it 
is today. United we stand, let us 
as good people strive hard and 
work together to build a virile in-
divisible nation that is filled with 

peace, love, happiness, and pros-
perity. Have a wonderful Independence Day.

Anwar Ali, Rana 

We as professionals in Qatar 
are proud Pakistanis. I have 
worked in many countries and 
have found Pakistanis in all 
walks of life including the high-
est management of organisa-
tions. The Pakistani diaspora 
in every country are thorough 
professionals serving other na-

tions. At this special occasion I would like to congrat-
ulate every Pakistani for playing effective role in your 
professional career. Together we stand strong. Paki-
stan and Pakistani Zindabad!

Anwar Shah

arShad huSSain

T
He Pakistani community 
provides a tremendous con-
tribution to the development 

of Qatar. More than 125,000 men 
and women tirelessly work to en-
hancing and enriching all sectors of 
Qatar. From adding to social welfare 
to being an open and sharing hub of 
connectivity with local communities. 
Pakistani expatriates with the pa-
tronage of the embassy of Pakistan 
are always expanding expertise in 
every sphere -- from intellectual, so-
cial, financial, cultural, gastronomic 
to security and construction. the 
eminent and influential Pakistani 
community in Qatar plays a vital role 
in the development of this beacon of 
progress in the Middle east.

Pakistani experts in the public 
and private sector play a leading role 
in Qatar. their contributions are most 
visible in leading construction pro-
jects and the petrochemical industry 
— both areas considered the quin-
tessential crown jewel of Qtar's econ-
omy. Countless Pakistani scholars 
and researchers render an amazing 
service for academia such as Qatar 
University and Qatar Foundation. A 
diverse and vibrant Pakistani commu-
nity actively participates in all cultural 
programmes. those include initia-
tives led by prestigious departments 
such as the MOi, Olympic Committee, 
supreme Committee for Legacy and 
delivery and many others.

every year the tens of thousands 
of Pakistanis living in Qatar partici-
pate in Qatar's national day celebra-

tions. a leading philanthropic initia-
tive called Pakistani Welfare Forum 
(under the patronage of Pakistani 
embassy) works to look after the less 
privileged in Qatar. their efforts have 
been supported and lauded by lead-
ing public and private organisations 
including Qatar gas, Qatar Charity, 
Ministry of education, education 
above all and the Ministry of awqaf. 
it was a dream come true for the ed-
ucation loving Pakistani community 
to establish the first Ihsan school. It's 
the pride of Pakistanis to be caring 
for out of school children in Qatar, 
who come from all communities, eth-
nicities, nationalities and religions. 
Being set up as the model for other 
schools in Qatar and abroad, the first 
ihsan school provides an education-
al spring board for more than 500 

students. the Pakistani community 
considers this initiative for the under-
privileged as a great success story of 
its thoughts, efforts and care. 

a soical network called Pakistani 
Professionals Community (PPC) is a 
non-political, non-commercial group 
of professionals and entrepreneurs 
working together for the community 
services. PCC was created for interac-
tion with other professionals, to help 
each other, develop harmony, love and 
care. in this group every member has 
equal rights to express themselves. 

this group is meant to connect all 
organisations on a digital platform, so 
that all important community related 
communication can be channelised. 
Members are diverse and come from 
all sects and provinces in Pakistan re-
gardless of their political affiliations.

Pakistanis In Qatar:  
Partners In Progress And Prosperity

objectives of Pakistani Professionals Community

 To connect Pakistani expatriates in Qatar and 
provide a digital platform for communication

 Promote Pakistani products and create har-
mony among various community forums

 To create awareness about rules and regula-
tions and useful information to community

 To provide information about community gath-
erings and events

 For outreach and to introduce new profession-
als and interact with them on various commu-
nity forums

 Create community development and career 
counseling

greetings From  
chairperson Of Pakistan 
Women’s Forum, Qatar
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T
He assets declaration scheme 
does not make it mandatory for 
overseas Pakistanis to make decla-
ration of all their assets in Pakistan 
or elsewhere. the purpose of the 

scheme is to provide an opportunity to every body 
to regularise their tax and other regulatory matters 
in relation to their assets where any omissions or 
non-compliances have been made in the past.

to understand the purpose of the scheme and 
its applicability on overseas Pakistanis, one has to 
keep in mind following concepts: 

Pakistan income tax liability depends upon 
the tax residential status of a person irre-

spective of his nationality. if a person was a tax 
resident in Pakistan in any particular year (i.e. his 
stay in Pakistan during a fiscal year was 183 days 
or more), he is ordinarily taxed on his worldwide 
income (i.e. includes both Pakistan and foreign 
source income) subject to certain exceptions. 
such person is obliged to declare his world assets 
in his wealth statement along with the return of 
income for such year.

in case of non-resident persons, their tax liabil-
ity in Pakistan is limited to such income which 

is sourced in Pakistan. They are only required to file 
an income tax return for Pakistan sourced income 
with no obligation to file a wealth statement nor 
any declaration of their assets is required.

if an asset in Pakistan has been created out 
of foreign income, it is expected that such 

funds are remitted from outside Pakistan through 
official channels allowed by the State Bank of 
Pakistan so that their relationship with foreign in-
come can be established.

Pakistan tax authorities are empowered to 
ask any person to explain the source of his 

asset or expenditure if the same was not declared 
in his tax records in Pakistan. in case of domestic 

assets, such powers have a time limitation of six 
years from the end of the year in which the asset 
was created and in case of foreign assets there is 
no time limitation.

in the context of overseas Pakistanis, the 
scheme is relevant to the extent of following:

1 assets or expenditure (whether in Pakistan  
 or abroad) which were created out of in-

come which was taxable in Pakistan due to 
the fact that in such year, an individual was tax 
resident in Pakistan and hence liable to world 
income taxation which was not declared in Pa-
kistan tax return; or

2  assets in Pakistan or abroad which were  
 created by overseas Pakistanis when they 

were non-resident but the source of such assets 
was Pakistan sourced income and the same was 
not declared in Pakistan tax return; or 

3  assets in Pakistan which were created by  
 overseas Pakistanis when they were non- 

resident but the source of such assets was for-
eign income and there is no evidence available to 
substantiate the remittance of funds through offi-
cial channel of state Bank of Pakistan.

in addition to the above, the scheme is also 
applicable on ‘benami assets’ which are gener-
ally those assets where the source was provid-
ed by one person but the asset created through 
such funds was being held in the name of an-
other person except in case of close relatives 
and subject to certain conditions. in case, any 
overseas Pakistani has a benami asset in Paki-
stan he is required to disclose the same under 
the asset declaration scheme.

the details about the scheme and manner in 
which the filings and payments are to be made is 
available on FBR website (www.fbr.gov.pk) where 
the entire procedure is written in a layman lan-
guage with clear guidance.

Assets Declaration Scheme And Its Relevance 
For Overseas Pakistanis



  Wishing All Our Pakistani Readers 
A Very Happy






