
I 
extend my heartiest felicitations 
to my Pakistani brothers and sisters 
and our friends in the State of Qa-
tar on the occasion of our 74th In-

dependence day. this day reminds us of the 
fearless democratic struggle and unmatched 
sacrifices rendered by our forefathers to 
achieve their right to have a separate home-
land in accordance with their aspirations and 
distinct religious, cultural and social values. 

today we pay homage to the Father of the 
nation Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah by pledging to adhere to and following 
his guiding principles of unity, faith and dis-
cipline in our individual as well as collective 
lives. It is also an occasion for all of us to re-
joice and renew our firm resolve to carry for-
ward the legacy and heritage bequeathed to us 
by the Quaid-e-Azam, Allama Iqbal and other 
leaders of the Independence movement who 
were supported by their nation through un-
wavering determination and demonstrating 
remarkable discipline and unity.

nations have to go through difficult times 
but only with unity they sail through. Over the 
last seven and a half decades, the Pakistani na-
tion has overcome enormous challenges and 
adversity through unflinching and unswerv-
ing faith, patriotism, steadfastness and resil-
ience. the resilient and hardworking people 
of Pakistan, including overseas Pakistanis, are 
playing their due roles in the progress and de-
velopment of the country as it continues upon 
the path to greater progress and development 
as envisaged by the Father of the nation. 

the government of Pakistan, under the 

leadership of Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
has already demonstrated its strong will to 
effectively counter all challenges currently 
confronting the country. this includes the 
ongoing coronavirus crisis. Very rarely a 
calamity has had such a worldwide impact 
as we are currently witnessing. It is indeed 
heartening that the Govern-
ment’s pioneering approach 
of Smart Lockdown, balanc-
ing between lives and liveli-
hood, has been globally vali-
dated and appreciated. 

Measures taken by the Gov-
ernment to control the spread 
of coronavirus, while keeping 
the economy operational was 
a huge challenge but the Gov-
ernment has, to a large extent, 
successfully addressed it. during 
this period, the Government of 
Pakistan has been able to manage 
the successful repatriation of Pa-
kistanis stranded overseas. In this regard, the 
embassy of Pakistan in Qatar, through assis-
tance of Qatar Airways and Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines, managed a hugely successful 
repatriation operation, which was cost-effec-
tive, fair and transparent. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has issued 
guidelines to all Pakistan Missions abroad 
stressing upon them to actively pursue 
economic diplomacy and attract foreign 

direct investment in various sectors of 
national economy. We, at the embassy of 
Pakistan doha, have already geared up all 
our resources in this regard. despite the 
coronavirus pandemic, Pakistan’s exports 
to Qatar in the just-concluded financial 
year increased by more than 36% over the 
preceding financial year, which is the best 
performance in the entire MenA (Middle 
east-north Africa) region.

Pakistan and Qatar have 
historically enjoyed extreme-
ly cordial relations based on a 
common faith and traditions, 
deep-rooted cultural affini-
ties, geographic proximity, 
and convergence of inter-
ests. these fraternal bonds 
have been carried forward 
and strengthened under the 
guidance of the Amir of the 
State of Qatar His Highness 
Sheikh tamim bin Hamad 

Al-thani, who has always 
shown great support for Pa-
kistan.

Bilateral relations have been greatly 
strengthened in recent times. Frequent lead-
ership level contact and exchange of high level 
visits have increased over the past two years. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan visited Qatar 
twice in 2019 and again in February this year; 
and we proudly hosted His Highness Sheikh 
tamim bin Hamad Al thani in Pakistan in 
June last year. Foreign Ministers of the two 
brotherly countries also remain in regular 

contact. the positive engagement at the lead-
ership level has led to a substantial boost in 
bilateral cooperation in all fields including 
the political, trade, investment and defence 
spheres. 

Pakistanis have proudly contributed in 
the progress and development of Qatar and 
in making it a remarkable success story of 
our era. the Pakistani community is a living 
bridge between the two nations. Our work-
force has made significant contribution in key 
institutions of Qatar such as the armed forces, 
police, health, education, banking and civil 
aviation. the hospitality offered to Pakistan-
is in Qatar is a reflection of the affection that 
binds our two countries.

I greatly appreciate the excellent health-
care facilities and facilitation extended to the 
large Pakistani community during the coro-
navirus crisis. I am also confident that the 
numbers of Pakistani workforce in Qatar will 
substantially increase in the longer term. 

For the Pakistani community in the State 
of Qatar, Independence day has always been 
an especially joyous occasion. they celebrate 
this day with great zeal and enthusiasm. this 
14th August also, the community, while re-
specting the rules due to the coronavirus sit-
uation, will commemorate Yaum-e-Azadi by 
paying tributes to the sacrifices of the found-
ing fathers in a befitting manner and reaffirm-
ing their resolve to continue to work for the 
progress and prosperity of the motherland.

Pakistan Zindabad.
Pakistan-Qatar friendship Zindabad. 

HE SyEd AHSAn RAzA SHAH
Ambassador of Pakistan

HE ARif Alvi
President

HE iMRAn KHAn
Prime Minister

Global praise for Pakistan’s Smart Lockdown
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The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan hold discussions.

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan review the Guard of Honour 
at Amiri Diwan.

HE President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi confers Pakistan’s highest civil award Nishan-e-Pakistan on the Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al Thani.

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan witness the signing of 
agreements in Islamabad recently.

Pakistan, Qatar enjoy strong bilateral ties

The Amir HH Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan at the Diwan-e-Amiri on February 27, 2020.

HE Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi attending US-Tali-
ban Peace Deal at Sheraton Hotel, Doha on February 29, 2020. PM Imran Khan with Qatari businessmen.

HE Saad Sherida A Kaabi, State Minister for Energy of the State of Qatar presents shield Mr. Omar Ayub Khan, Federal 
Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development (OP&HRD), Sayed Zulfikar Abbas Bukhari called on 
Minister of Administrative Development, Labour and Social Affairs of the State of Qatar His Excellency Yousuf Mohamed Al -Othman Fakhroo

The Pakistan Foreign Minister inaugurated the new building of the  
Embassy of Pakistan in Doha on February 28, 2020.
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Pakistani artists celebrate  
Pakistan Independence Day with enthusiasm

Pakistani community and Pakistani 
artists stand together to celebrate  

Pakistan Independence Day in Qatar

On the auspicious occasion of Pakistan’s 
Independence Day, let’s stand with 

unity, faith and discipline under one flag 
to show the whole world that we are a one 
nation. May Allah bless our beloved country 
with peace and make it a very prosperous 
state. Pakistan Zindabad!

I am a Qatar-based Pakistani visual 
artist and president of International Action 
Art Club of UnESCO Piraeus and Islands, 
Qatar Department. I am a self-taught artist. 

My specialty in art is fluid marbling on canvas and realistic art. My 
paintings have been exhibited in various galleries and I have got many 
awards from different countries besides Pakistan.

 
Instagram: 
Shehla_Khalid_Khan

Facebook: 
Shehla Khan’s Art

I I am a visual artist residing in Qatar for 10 
years. My most admired art pieces are from 

miniature paintings and oil paints. 
As an artist, I have been finding inspi-

ration from cultures, places and people 
wherever I go, and therefore, showcasing 
Pakistani culture globally becomes an impor-
tant feature of my art. Pakistan is a beautiful 
place to visit, specially the northern areas. It 
is famous for its sky-high mountains, valleys, 
rivers, beautiful lakes and amazing wild life 

that inspire artists from all backgrounds.  It’s not only the landscapes 
that are the true beauty of Pakistan, there is so much to see and 
appreciate if we look closely to the cultural diversity of this great nation. 
Pakistan Zindabad!

On the occasion of Pakistan’s Independence Day, I would like to 
share one of my contempo-
rary miniature paintings which 
highlights the beauty of stacked 
houses on mountains, Kalsha 
woman and the artisans’ 
hand-crafted artworks specific to 
the northern region of Pakistan.  

Instagram: 
fromsumairasartstudio
 
Facebook: 
From Sumaira’s art studio

At the outset, I would like to congratu-
late the Pakistani community and the 

Government of Pakistan on the happy 
occasion of Independence Day.

I am engaged in 
model making, art 
and crafts, recycling 
waste and converting 
these into art. the 
idea behind my art-

work is nothing but to promote awareness and 
protect the environment. As an environment 
facilitator, I use waste papers, cardboard, old 
magazines, plastic bottles and metal pieces to 
create huge art models. I am passionate about 
sharing my art journey and techniques. I have 
participated in a number of exhibitions in Doha 
and Al Khor.

My ambition and desire is to contribute 
towards sustainability and envi-

ronmental protection. My art work is 
exactly in line with the Qatar nation-
al Vision 2030, which stresses the 
importance of sustainable environment 
by spreading awareness of protecting 
the environment and combating global 
warming. 

Instagram: 
Shabbir.Siddiqui.Doha.Qatar

Facebook: 
ShabbirSiddiquiRawalpindi

It is a great honour for me to be celebrat-
ing 14th August, Pakistan’s Independence 

Day, in Qatar as a fashion designer. I am a 
fashion designer with my base of operations 
in Pakistan. I have been in this profession 
for the past 30 years.

I moved to Qatar seven years ago and 
since then I’ve been operating a small 
home-based business. It’s been a tremen-
dous experience working in Qatar with so 

much diversity of cultures and nationalities. I realised that there was 
not enough exposure of Pakistani contemporary ladies wear in Qatar, 
which gave me a great opportunity to portray and exhibit the diversity 
of Pakistani cultural and traditional craft through my designed outfits. 
I feel really blessed to have got such exposure in Qatar. the response 
from the Pakistani community as well as other expat communities has 
been tremendous. 
One can reach me 
at: 

Instagram: 
@Nigahs Official

Facebook: 
Panache by Nigah 

On the occasion of Pakistan Independ-
ence Day, I would like to highlight that 

Pakistan has a rich history in all the visual 
arts, painting, architecture, textiles and 
decorative arts, and sculptures. Pakistani 
artists are creating art work to promote 
Pakistan’s Independence Day. today, 
Pakistani artists produce a vast array of 
visual arts in both traditional and modern 
designs. this move will lead Pakistan to 

highest level in terms of traditional and cultural values.
Qatar’s contribution in promoting arts by providing a platform to 

local, regional and international artists is praiseworthy. Undoubtedly, art 
is continuously and consistently flourishing in Qatar. 

I have found a remarkable platform in Qatar to illustrate my DOt 
art work on several occasions. I have promoted my art work while living 
in Qatar. I showcased my creations in different exhibitions which were 
well-appreciated by the art lovers.

Instagram: naz.qureshi.1 • Facebook: Naz Hayyat Qureshi.

Shehla Khalid 
Khan

Sumaira aamer Shabbir Siddiqui

nigah baqarnaziSh rizwan

I feel fortunate to celebrate yet another 
Independence Day this year. I wish all 

Pakistanis Azadi Mubarak! the time has 
come that all of us join together and play 
our part towards the success of the Clean 
Green Pakistan Campaign. I firmly believe 
that if we take care of our beautiful mother 
earth, she will in return take care of our 

future generations. 
As an artist, the sources of my inspi-

ration come from every direction -- from experience, from imagination, 
from things that move me and intrigue me. My creativity is ignited by 
a wise and expressive face, by a thought or by a surprising collision of 
colour, form, and light. Every series 
of paintings presents a different 
mood, use of media and a concept. 
From landscapes to abstract com-
positions, mixed media art to live 
drawings, figurative art to composi-
tions, my art continues to evolve. 

My creative journey continues 
as my latest work reflects the 
impact of the pandemic on the 
concerned faces of people around 
me. Deeply moved by the current 
pandemic, despair, and lack of 
interaction with our loved ones led 
to my new collection of portraits.

Instagram: 
Mehreen Hasan@(doha_art71)
 
Facebook: 
Mehreen Hasan@mehasan123

mehreen haSan

On the special occasion of Independ-
ence Day, I would like to say a big 

thank you to the Pakistani community and 
our embassy for their constant love and 
support. It has been an immense pleasure 
and honour to see how Pakistani commu-
nity and Pakistani artists stands together 
to celebrate Pakistan Independence Day 
in Qatar. Wishing everyone a very happy 
Independence Day. Pakistan Zindabad!

Being a visual artist and an active community member, I am 
dedicated to raising awareness of how art enhances the well-being 
of individuals, society and environment. My distinctive oil paintings 
share stories from the past, 
and create interpretation and 
perspective. Unique thick layers 
generate juxtapositioning of 
concept and subject in my 
artwork. to view complete col-
lection of artwork and updates 
on my current projects, please 
follow on 

Instragram page: 
malawaseem.official 
and connect with 
Facebook page: 
AestheticArtGallery.

thIS day of Independence not only 
brings joy to our lives but also re-

minds us of the sacrifices made by our 
forefathers to have an independent 
country. Let’s take a resolve to glori-
fy our motherland and take it to new 
heights.

I am an artist by passion and Islamic 
scholar by profession. I am a self-taught 
artist with an aim to decorate my work 
through a combination of art and callig-

raphy. I was born in Qatar and received my early education from 
Pakistan International School. then I moved to Pakistan to pursue 
Shari’ah education from Jamia Islamiah Imdadiah, Faisalabad. I 
taught myself by continuous practice and hard work. I mastered 
my skills in Arabic calligraphy especially in “Diwani” and “thuluth” 
styles. I not only work with pen and ink to present my samples but 
also use oil and water paint to beautify my creations. I have partic-
ipated in many workshops and competitions in my early days but 
these days I am focusing on professional calligraphy. I have also 
arranged online workshops to teach calligraphy to students. 

Instagram: abdullahtarar.official • Email: online_scholar@ymail.com

One Rupee oil on 
canvas painting, 
photographed at 

Mizare Quaid in 
Karachi with a 

local model.

The Beauty and Culture of 
Northern Pakistan,  

8 x 10 inches Teawash  
and Watercolor paper.

mala waSeem mohammad  
abdullah Tarar

I am very happy to see the participation of Pakistani artists in different 
art categories and cultural endeavours in Qatar. Their efforts will go 

a long way in highlighting and promoting Pakistan’s rich culture and 
heritage. 

I commend the efforts of these artists who are showcasing Pakistan 
abroad through their multifaceted art activities. On the occasion of 
Independence Day, I congratulate all the creative artists on this page, 
especially Mala Waseem, Shehla Khalid Khan, Shabbir Siddiqui, Mehreen 
Hasan, Nazish Rizwan, Sumaira Aamer, Nigah Baqar and Mohammad 
Abdullah Tarar for their continuous support and devotion to our beloved 
country, Pakistan.

We, at the Embassy of Pakistan, look forward to supporting our artists 
in their endeavours. Pakistan Zindabad.

– Syed ahsan raza Shah
Ambassdor of Pakistan

doha-based artist’s efforts highlight and 
promote Pakistan’s rich culture and heritage
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M
avericks Business consultancy is 
one of its kind company in business 
consultancy services was founded to 

provide start-ups business owners, small 
business, investors, importers and exporters 
whether the business located inside or outside 
the state of Qatar searching for corporate 
representation, Business consultancy, corpo-
rate Dispute Management, Debt collection, 
structuring the commercial & Business rela-
tions. We work with Business Owners side by 
side; guide them step by step to protect their 
start-up brand, current business, brainstorm 
idea, and above of all to protect their financial 
entity from lost and from market obstacles, 
risks and the most important protect them 
from frauds and scams. 

Mavericks Business consultancy is a 
highly skilled and experienced company 
helps Business Owners to take advantage of 
the experience of a business consulting in 
order to make them able to reach new fron-
tiers with ease and success without interfer-
ing with existing profits that is something 
can be guaranteed with the help of experts. 
Unlike any other company, Mavericks Busi-
ness consultancy keen to keep bounding 
relationship supporting Business Owners 
before, through and after deals, agreements 
and any other kind of transactions to reach 
out their business goals and purpose with 
the highest levels of security. 

Our incorporation of advanced technolo-
gies and practices can also be ensured with the 
help of its experienced and capable business 
consultant. The type of value added by the 
company business experts shows the versatil-
ity of consultants and how they help various 
aspects of the business. Mavericks Business 
consultancy provides reliable, trusted and 
secure solutions as well as, guaranteed part-
ners, second parties and manufacturers. it is 
important to choose a company that under-
stands what your business needs, the best in 
the field to deliver excellent results. We strive 
to provide long-term solutions that will stir up 

growth and profits. We understand that our 
profession is a constant learning process. 

We research and learn about the right and 
current trends in the corporate setting that 
will benefit businesses. Mavericks Business 
consultancy work to bring beneficial change 
that will elevate the businesses in the corpo-
rate world. change is not a favourite aspect 
to deal with, but it can be promising when it 
comes from a professional advisor. it is good 
for the Business Owner to see things from a 
different perspective.

When it comes to opening of a small busi-
ness for the first time or keeping an existing 
company running effectively, there are many 
areas that need to be focused on. as a small 
business owner you may feel that your busi-
ness is under control, but in actual, things 

may not go as you planned. in such a situa-
tion, you will require a business consultant to 
come in and assist.

Mavericks Business consultancy is con-
versant with various business areas. We will 
observe, assess, and recommend a business 
solution to your current and future challeng-
es. Our professionals will not provide main-
stream but high-level solutions.

Many small business owners are finding 
it increasingly difficult to plan for the future 
of their business, especially when they’re the 
ones dealing with day-to-day tasks.

as a Business Owner You can take care of 
simple problems in your business, but when 
solving a critical, sensitive or complex prob-
lem, it is always best to contact our experi-
enced business consultancy team. Through 

best practices, the team can help you carefully 
resolve any serious problems, as well as elim-
inate your burden.

When you are new to the business, anal-
ysis of all areas for future growth becomes a 
problem for you as a business owner. in such 
situations, Mavericks Business consultancy 
can help you find new opportunities and an-
swer all your questions and help you go the 
right way.

When you choose Mavericks Business 
consultancy, we’ll become a part of your 
team, providing the most responsive service 
of process delivery in our domain. Our expert 
understanding for your Business approach, 
make us the smart choice for reviewing your 
Business to spot problems, to fulfil your legal 
requirements and all other kind of your cor-
porate needs. 

as a result of our extensive corporate 
practice areas, Mavericks Business consul-
tancy frequently represent as an outside gen-
eral counsel for Business Owners that do not 
maintain full time in-house legal staff. That 
allows us to stay current on evolving business 
needs, including structuring, negotiating, and 
documenting.

Nadeem rafiq, the founder and commer-
cial affairs consultant of Mavericks Business 
consultancy, has more than 20 years of expe-
rience as a top management and legal profes-
sional, and is an expert in senior leadership 
roles for reputed entities in the Middle east 
and legal consultancy in several countries.

To discuss how Mavericks Business con-
sultancy can benefit your business, simply 
contact the Mavericks Business Team.

Mavericks Business 
Consultancy 
provides reliable, 
trusted and secure 
solutions as well as, 
guaranteed partners, 
second parties and 
manufacturers. It is 
important to choose 
a company that 
understands what 
your business needs, 
the best in the field 
to deliver excellent 
results. We strive to 
provide long-term 
solutions that will stir 
up growth and profits. 
We understand that our 
profession is a constant 
learning process

Mavericks Business Consultancy: Determined to provide reliable, secure solutions 
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Sabeen Malik
Marketing associate, 

Balochistan Board of investment & trade

B
alochistan, because 
of its immense potential, 
is considered to be the 
‘Ei Dorado’ of Pakistan. 

the largest province of Pakistan 
has all the necessary and optimum 
resources to make sustainable pro-
gress and shine like a star in the 
galaxy of developed regions of the 
world. however, the importance of 
Balochistan and Gwadar has multi-
plied several times in the world after 
china’s one Belt one Road (oBoR) 
initiative with cPEc (china Paki-
stan Economic corridor) as a flag-
ship project of oBoR.

cPEc is bringing unprecedented 
opportunities, sustainable progress, 
and prosperity in almost every field 
and all the socio-economic aspects of 
life, especially in the least developed 
province of Baluchistan. in terms 
of industrialization, Gwadar Port, 
Gwadar Free Economic Zone, and 
special Economic Zones (sEZs) are 
developed. these zones are fenced-
in with a single administration and 
have a separate customs area of tax 
concessions and lower duty on im-
ports or exports. the sEZs also offer 
immediate access to high-Quality 
infrastructure, uninterrupted power 
supply, clearly titled land, public fa-
cilities, support services, and stream-
line regulatory enforcement.

two special Economic Zones at 
hub and Bostan are being developed 
in Balochistan. the priority sectors 
of Bostan sEZ on agriculture also 
include fruit processing, agricultural 

machinery, halal food industry, cold 
storages, food processing, and data 
processing plants. For green house, 
farming/tunnel farming, vertical 
farming, and rooftop farming, the 
land also offers charming opportuni-
ties, amenities and incentives under 
cPEc with its special regulations and 
laws in its special Economic Zones 
for the latest, experimental, emerg-
ing and existential agricultural tech-
nologies in the world. 

the agriculture-related skilled 
workforce is already available in the 
province. Regarding the access of 
water for agricultural use, myriad 
projects have just been completed 
for dams, canals, rain-water storage 
and other traditional methods. Kac-
chi canal has brought 72,000 acres 
of land under cultivation. the Mirani 
Dam irrigates around 50,000 acres 
of land on the Dasht River, 50 kilo-
metres west of turbat in the Makran 
Division. it also provides dependable 
irrigation supplies for the develop-
ment of agriculture and adds more 
than 35,000 sq km of arable land. 

From the tourism perspective, 
Balochistan has a coastal belt stretch-
ing over 700 km offering scenic views 
to the tourists. now, the government 
is turning beaches into tourist spots. 
it is working on a comprehensive 
policy for developing tourist spots 
along the coastal belt. chief Minister 
of Balochistan presided a meeting 
of the Balochistan coastal Develop-
ment authority (BcDa) in the pro-
vincial capital. already, myriad pro-
jects have been inaugurated in this 
regard which are being constructed 
preferentially. Pasni, Jiwani, Kund 
Malir and haft talar or astola island 

in the arabian sea, are the spots that 
have immense tourism potential.

With Gwadar Port operational 
and recently developed infrastruc-
ture under cPEc, the province offers 
a wide range of tourism spots for 
foreign as well as domestic tourists. 
Marine tourism, ecotourism, and re-
ligious and wildlife tourism are the 
attractions that the local and inter-
national tourists crave for. the food 
cuisines like sajji, abgoosht, landhi 
rosh, khaddi kabab and dumpukht 
are mouth-watering and unique in 
their own way for food lovers. cul-
tural events and a jumble of artefacts 
from various cultures and tribes also 
has no parallel. the priority sectors 
of hub sEZ are metal processing, 
and mineral and steel grinding, apart 
from others. there are local and in-
ternational investments in the cop-
per and gold mines of Balochistan. 

in the special Eco-
nomic Zones of 
Balochistan under 
cPEc, the govern-
ment is offering 
various incentives 
to invest in the 

manufacturing industry. 
For instance, nanotechnology 

is offering myriad opportunities. 
composites are finding applications 
in many industries, particularly in 
the areas of defense, electronics, 
engineering, transport, energy, and 
sport. setting up industries in met-
allurgy at the sEZ of Balochistan; 
advanced studies in new materials in 
various universities; centres for the 
development of polymeric and pho-
tonic materials; and establishment of 
geo-data and geo-mapping centres 
are some sectors the government is 
looking forward to for investors. 

Balochistan has a strong mineral 
base compared to many developing 
countries. the chemical process in-
dustry is also crucial for industrial 
development. Most of the chemical 
industry in Pakistan is still in the 
initial stages of development. For 

the establishment of a fully integrat-
ed chemical industry in Pakistan, a 
naphtha cracker must be set up in 
the country. this facility is critically 
important for the indigenous manu-
facturing of a large number of chem-
icals and pharmaceuticals.

another industry that is strong 
enough to make Balochistan’s eco-
nomic growth optimally inclusive is 
that of the mobile phone manufac-
turing industry.

the sEZs under cPEc in Ba-
lochistan can begin with mobile 
phones assembly leading to manu-
facturing. it is also indispensable for 
Pakistan to build local smartphone 
manufacturing capability as it in-
creases foreign direct investment, for-
eign exchange savings on smartphone 
imports, earning foreign exchange 
by export-focused local smartphone 
manufacturing, and creating employ-
ment opportunities for our people 
while promoting the growth of related 
support industries within the country 
like packaging material and smart-
phone accessories, etc. 

With increasing local and inter-
national demand of smartphones, 

sEZs in Balochistan for mobile 
manufacturing give the compet-
itive advantage of labour cost: it 
can develop into a major industry 
capable of generating an export 
surplus to sell its brand of “Made in 
Pakistan” in the international mar-
ket. this implies that if the export 
of the textile sector would cross the 
$12 billion benchmark within the 
next 8-10 years, then the cell phone 
industry can contribute $500 mil-
lion to $1 billion in the export of 
engineering goods.

like other sectors, Balochistan 
has a huge potential for solar and 
wind energy generation. solar is 
abundantly available in Balochistan 
and the sun rays are very high with 
radiation of 5.9-6.2 KWh/sqm, 
augmented by the average daily 
global insulation ranging from 19-
20 million joules/m square with 
sunshine duration 8-8.5 hours. 
apart from solar, the high-speed 
wind in certain parts of the prov-
ince can produce wind energy. 
Winder, omara, Jiwani, Dalban-
din, nokundi, and taftan are hailed 
as potential wind corridors. 

Balochistan’s Sustainable Development 
via SEZs under CPEC

 

The CPHGC Power Plant 
in Pakistan features GE 
technology. 
(Photo: General 
electric)
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Syed Hammad maHmood
Doha

P
akistan is a nature-lover’s 
dream. now, thanks to a better 
security situation and govern-
ment efforts, the world is fi-

nally realising that. a country with diverse 
cultures and natural beauty, Pakistan is a 
heaven for any tourist. From snowcapped 
peaks and frozen lakes to serene valleys and 
beautiful shores, interspersed with the ruins 
of ancient civilizations and Mughal monu-
ments, Pakistan is full of breathtaking views.

Moreover, the religious sites of Hin-
dus and sikhs are a source of attraction 
for pilgrims. Religious tourism plays a vi-
tal part in boosting economic activities in 
the country. Old Hindu and sikh temples, 
especially the shrine of Guru nanak, are 
visited by thousands. With the opening 
of the kartarpur Corridor, even more 
religious tourists will arrive in Paki-

stan.
in addition to all this, the Chi-

na-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is another opportunity 

Pakistan should be looking to 
make most out of in order to 

boost its tourism. Under 
the CPEC, numerous 

infrastructure and 
power projects are 

being devel-
oped in the 

c o u n -

try, which will offer more facilities to trave-
lers. in addition, the Chinese spend a great 
share of their earnings on sightseeing and 
easier travel to Pakistan will encourage 
them to visit the country and avail them-
selves of its natural beauty.

Pakistan has top attractions for locals 
and foreigners alike. Recently, there has 
been a laudable improvement in the tour-
ism industry. Enhanced security condi-
tions are the key reason for ever-increasing 
numbers of tourists.

another important development is a new 
visa policy, which offers e-visas and visa on 
arrival to tourists. Besides this, the govern-
ment is also converting its rest houses and 
palatial buildings to hotels, offering more 
charming accommodations to visitors. the 
tourism Coordination Board is yet another 
measure taken to capitalize on the potential 
of Pakistan’s tourism sector and increase 
the inflow of wealth in the country.

Likewise, the growing hospitality in-
dustry of Pakistan is building up the trust 
of sightseers. international hotel chains 
are expanding their services and the entre-
preneurs are launching innovative ways to 
serve guests.

alongside these developments, inter-
national travel bloggers and vloggers 

are visiting 

the country and showing the true 
nature of Pakistan and the hospital-
ity of its people. the revival of sports 
in Pakistan is also helping to clear the 
security concerns.

these developments have 
helped to present a softer image 
of the country. the high-pro-
file royal visit by the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge contrib-
uted to this trend.

as a result of all these fac-
tors, some of the world’s most 
reputable magazines and soci-
eties are encouraging people to 
tour Pakistan. Forbes consid-
ered Pakistan to be “one of the 
coolest places to go” in 2019. 
in 2017, the British Backpack-
er society, in ranking Pakistan 
as its best adventure travel 
destination, described it as 
“one of the friendliest coun-
tries on earth, with mountain 
scenery that is beyond any-
one’s wildest imagination.”

Conde nast travel-
er ranked Pakistan as the 
number one holiday desti-
nation in 2020, acknowl-
edging the improved 
security, visa relaxa-
tion policies, and 
of course its 
beauty. 

A file photo of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge during a visit to a settlement 
of the Kalash people in Chitral, Pakistan, on the third day of the royal visit to the 
country, on October 16, 2019.

Pakistan has the ancient sites of the Indus Civilization, also known as the Harappan Civilization. This is the 

first of its types of sites to be excavated in the early 20th century. 

Autumn vibes of Upper Kachura 
lake of Skardu in Pakistan.

A file photo of UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres at the site of the foundation stone of expansion 
of Gurudwara Kartarpur, on February 18, 2020.

Conde Nast Traveler ranked Pakistan 
as the number one holiday destination 
in 2020, acknowledging the improved 
security, visa relaxation policies, and 

of course its beauty

Pakistan:
Tourists’ Delight
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S
ohni Dharti Forum 
(SDF) is a non-political, 
non-religious and con-
stitution-based organ-

isation representing Pakistani 
community members living in Al 
Khor. 

The organisation was estab-
lished in 1997 and was officially reg-
istered in 2003. Sohni Dharti Chair-
man Saleem Baloch is leading a very 
dedicated and enthusiastic team as 
Executive Committee for the 2020-
21 term. They include ibrahim 
Feroz (President), Rao inam ul haq 
(Vice President), Azmat Ali (Gener-
al Secretary), Umer Khayam (Joint 
Secretary), Amjad Saleem (Cultur-
al Secretary), Saleem Arif (Sports 
Secretary), Sheikh Abdullah (Me-
dia Secretary), imtiaz Ahmed (Fi-
nance Secretary), Shabbir Siddiqui 
(Future Leader Programme Lead), 
Sobia Arif and humira Masood (La-
dies Coordinators).

Sohni Dharti organises cultural 
shows on Pakistan independence 
Day, Pakistan Defence Day and 
Pakistan Day to showcase the love 
and passion for the beloved coun-
try. Clad in traditional and special 
dresses, children represent differ-
ent areas of the country and provide 
a good opportunity to the young 
generation to know about the histo-
ry, cultural diversity and customs of 
Pakistan. Envoys of different coun-
tries, dignitaries and large numbers 
of Pakistani community members 
attend the events to experience the 
rich Pakistani culture. 

Sohni Dharti recently organ-
ised many sporting events for 
children as well as adults which 
brought children to the actual 
playing field rather than play-
ing on their smart phones and 
tablets. Bearing in mind the im-
portance of physical fitness of 
the community members, Sohni 
Dharti organised cricket, volley-
ball and football tournaments. 
A large number of communi-
ty members participated in the 
games which not only boost fit-
ness but also help in maintain-
ing good relations among the 
community members. Pakistan 
Cricket League-7 was a success-
ful event among many, in which 

150 players participated and 
more than 200 prizes were giv-
en away. Proper arrangement 
of food stalls at sporting events 
attracted a lot of audience in-
cluding children and families. 
Sohni Dharti organised several 
programmes like Shane Rama-
dan where Naat and Qirat com-
petitions were held. Apart from 
spiritual events, Sohni Dharti 
arranged Future Leaders Train-
ing where children were trained 
in public speaking, moral values. 
ethics and religious values. 

Sohni Dharti organises many 

international level community 
events. Pakistan Mango festival 
is one of the major events that is 
equally popular among other na-
tionalities. During the 2019 Man-
go Festival, 12 tons of best quality 
mangoes were sold at controlled 
rates. During the CoViD-19 pan-
demic, Sohni Dharti organised 
Mango Festival with the support 
of Pakistan Souq, under the um-
brella of the Pakistan Embassy in 
2020. Premium quality mangoes 
including seasonal fruits were 
made available for people of AKC 
at their doorsteps. The campaign 
was named ‘one Team, one Goal, 
one nation, Pakistan Zindabad!’

Jashn-e-Baharan (spring fes-
tival), is an event where almost all 
Pakistani hotels and restaurants 
participate and showcase the Pa-
kistani cuisine. in 2019, more 
than 5,000 people visited the fes-
tival where more than 50 stalls of 
different items were set up.  

Eid Bazar is another success-
ful event which is held during 
Ramadan. This event gives op-
portunities to women to engage 
in Eid shopping.  

Sohni Dharti executive mem-
bers helped community mem-

bers in several embassy-related 
activities during the CoViD-19 
pandemic. on August 6, 2020, 
Sohni Dharti Excom held a meet-
ing with Pakistan Ambassador 
hE Syed Ahsan Raza Shah and 
other officers and discussed ways 
to further improve services for 
Pakistanis. 

Sohni Dharti Executive Com-
mittee members are always ready 
to serve Pakistani families. 

During the CoViD-19 pan-
demic, Sohni Dharti organised 
many online events. A compe-
tition was held where children 
recorded their messages about 
CoViD-19. in Shane Ramadan 
programme, children partici-
pated in Naat and Qirat com-
petitions. in the drawing com-
petition, children were asked to 
prepare their work on the CoV-
iD-19 pandemic. The significance 
of Pakistan independence Day 
was highlighted in the online 
speech and patriotic song com-
petition.

Sohni Dharti will organise a 
grand prize distribution ceremo-
ny followed by dinner at Al Waha 
Club, AKC, after the CoViD-19 
situation normalises.

Sohni Dharti Forum: Promoting 
Pakistan’s rich culture and tradition

Children participate in Qatar National Day celebrations. (File photo)

Sohni Dharti 7th Pakistan Cricket League (PCL) champions team with Liaqat Amin Satti 
and SD chairman Saleem Baloch. (File photo)

Hammad Al Mannai inaugurates Sohni Dharti Mango Festival on July 12, 2019.

Pakistan Souq CEO Aamir Saeed Khan presents a trophy to the winning team captain of 
Sohni Dharti 2nd Volleyball Championship. (File photo) Sohni Dharti 2nd Volleyball Championship prize distribution ceremony. (File photo)

Farewell function for outgoing Defence Attaché Irfan Taj.

A scene of tug-of-war competition at Sohni Dharti Spring Festival. (File photo)

Championship prize distribution ceremony. (File photo)

Sohni Dharti organises 
cultural shows on 
Pakistan Independence 
Day, Pakistan Defence 
Day and Pakistan Day to 
showcase the love and 
passion for the beloved 
country. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Sohni 
Dharti organised several 
online events. 



T
he vision of Karachi 
Shipyard and engineer-
ing Works (KS&eW) is to 
make Pakistan a leading 

shipbuilding country in this region, 
in line with its true potential and 
ideal location. Being a labour-in-
tensive industry, shipbuilding has 
the potential to directly contribute 
towards economic development and 
poverty alleviation. KS&eW is situ-
ated at West Wharf Road, Karachi 
and spread over an area of 71 acres. 
Besides shipbuilding, KS&eW also 
has the requisite infrastructure and 
facilities for Ship Repairs and heavy 
General engineering related works. 
Recently, KS&eW has also been en-
trusted to undertake construction of 
submarines for Pakistan Navy. The 
facilities include large shipbuilding 
halls, 03x shipbuilding berths, 02x 
graving docks, 500 m and 165 m 
long quay walls, various workshops 
and supporting facilities. 

The management of KS&eW 
is focused on providing quality 
services and products with 100% 
customer satisfaction while en-
suring adherence to all local and 
international standards. KS&eW 

has acquired certifications from 
M/s Lloyds Register UK for ISO 
9001:2015,ISO 14001:2015 and 
OhSAS 18001:2007. In addition, 
shipbuilding projects are also cer-
tified by Classification Society as 
per the requirement of customers.

The shipbuilding department 
has so far constructed over 500 
vessels for various valued custom-
ers i.e. Pakistan Navy, Pakistan 
National Shipping Corporation, 
Karachi Port Trust, Port Qasim 
Authority, Gwadar Port Authority, 
Pakistan Customs, Pakistan Mari-
time Security Agency and several 
international customers like Sau-
di Arabia, Belgium, China, Iran 
and the UAe. This department is 
fully equipped to construct 
of all kind of vessels i n -
cluding warships 
up to 26,000 DWT. 
Depending upon the 
tonnage of under con-
struction projects, simultane-
ous construction of more than 10 
vessels can be undertaken utilizing 
03 x shipbuilding berths, 500 m 
long quay wall, associated ship-
building workshops and state-of-
the-art environmentally controlled 
painting and grit blasting facility.

During mid-90s, KS&eW 
started construction of warships. 
The first naval vessel was a missile 
craft (PNSShUJAAT) for Pakistan 
Navy. Later on, 4,000 ton lifting 
capacity dock with self-docking 
pontoons was constructed for PN. 
KS&eW has also been associat-
ed with the construction of the 
most intricate part of Agosta-90B 
Submarines (i.e. the pressure 
hull and associated non-pressure 
structure). KS&eW’s work on 
the pressure hull has won qual-

ity recognition by Direction des 
Constructions Navels (M/s DCN), 
France. Recently KS&eW has con-
structed 2x Tankers cum Utility 
Ships, F-22P Frigate, 2 x FAC(M)s, 
Fleet Tanker, Maritime Patrol Ves-
sel for PMSA, several Tugs, Dredge 
Tenders, Utility Vessels, Bridge 
erection Boats for Pak Army,etc. 
The current undergoing projects 
include, 01 x Maritime Petrol 
Vessel, indigenously designed 
FAC(M), 02 x MILGeM class Cor-
vettes and 04 x Tugs.

KS&eW is proud to claim 
that the latest under-construction 
FAC(M) has been indigenously de-

signed by Maritime Tech-
nologies Complex and is 

being constructed with-
out collaboration or as-

sistance from foreign 
yard. The com-

plete Kit of Material package has 
been procured by KS&eW com-
prising several locally developed 
items. The vessel is equipped with 
state-of-the-art systems and indig-
enously developed harbah Weap-
ons system.

Ship Repair facility has a com-
prehensive setup for repairing, re-
building and overhauling of naval 
and commercial vessels with high 
quality standards.Integrated ser-
vices are provided through highly 
qualified workforce. The facilities 
include 02x dry docks, cranes, 165 
m Quay Wall and modern tools to 

undertake above and underwater 
repairs. The work is outsourced to 
various specialized co-makers for 
maintaining low overheads and 
encouragement of local industry. 
Besides local business, KS&eW has 
also repaired more than 230 ships 
for foreign customers including 
China, Turkey, Korea, Singapore 
and the UAe etc.

In order to enhance the ship 
repair capacity, a state-of-the-
art Ship Lift & Transfer System 
(SLTS) is being installed and will 
be fully operational by early 2021. 
The system will be capable to lift 
ships up to7000 tons with 13x 
parking stations. 

heavy General engineering (Ge) 
is capable to undertake projects like 
marine structure fabrication, portal/
luffing/overhead cranes, dams and 
barrage gates, towers, rollers for 
sugar plants, casting of various parts 
as per customer requirement. The 
recent projects include fabrication 

of 3,000 tons’ marine platform, 
Sukkar barrage gates, Rollers 

for various sugar mills in-
cluding local and customers 

from Far east etc.
KS&eW is the only shipyard 

of Pakistan and has been silently 
serving the nation with its continu-
ous effort of building ships for na-
tion building and carrying the slo-
gan “Made in Pakistan”. KS&eW 
has also played a pivotal role in 
transferring of technologies and 
broadening the industrial base of 
country. KS&eW has constructed 
over 500 vessels of different sizes 
and repaired more than 5,000 ves-
sels and has the capacity and capa-
bility to provide new as well as re-
placement of all floating platforms 
up to 26,000 DWT. Vessels under repair at Dry Dock.

indigenously designed FAC(M) ready for 
launching. PN Fleet Tanker undergoing sea trials.
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KS&EW: Pride of Pakistan

Rear Admiral Ather Saleem HI (M)
Managing Director 

The 
shipbuilding 
team

An artistic view of 
MILGEM Corvette.



AnwAr Ali rAnA
Doha

T
rees are a gift from Al-
lah to protect us from 
climate change and 
diseases. That’s why, 

cutting down trees is forbidden 
in Islam and Allah Himself 
has made trees an adornment 
of the earth. There is no doubt 
that tree planting is the best 
action of humanity. It is a ser-
vice that benefits not only one 
person or millions of people 
but also all kinds of birds and 
trees.

It’s heartening to learn that 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
launched the largest tree plantation 
drive in the history of Pakistan on 
August 9. The prime minister urged the 
people to take part in the tree plantation 
campaign across the country, saying it’s 
the responsibility of everyone to make the 
country green for our coming generations.

The wind from the trees cures var-
ious ailments and the rains come from 
the trees. The biggest benefit of trees is 
that they give us oxygen which makes us 
breathe, so it’s now the responsibility of 
everyone who is aware of the importance 
and usefulness of tree planting, to make 
people aware of the importance of trees. 
experts note it’s very important that 25 
percent of the country is covered by for-
ests. Unfortunately, only 2 to 3 percent 
of Pakistan is covered by forests. The 
average temperature in forests is usually 
3 to 5 degrees celsius and the minimum 
temperature is 6 to 10 degrees celsius.

The forest area in Pakistan is declining 
due to deforestation. Forest land is being 
used to build houses and then the river is 
being cut down every year. Therefore, it’s 
important to allocate more land for de-
forestation and to stop unnecessary logging.

The government of Pakistan is en-
couraging tree planting. The main bene-
fits of forests are:
	Forests are one of the country’s major 

resources and meet the country’s tim-
ber and herb needs.

	Forests keep temperatures in mod-

eration and make the surrounding 
weather particularly pleasant.

	Forests help maintain soil fertility.
	Forest herbs are used in medicine.
	Forests are the source and cause of 

wildlife. Numerous wild animals such 
as lions, cheetahs and deers are found 
in the forests.

	Forests are the largest source of fire-
wood.

	Forests add to the beauty of the land.
	Forests are the source of many re-

sources. Forest wood, for example, is 
used to make furniture, paper, match-
es and sporting goods.

	Forests prevent snow from melting 
rapidly in the mountains and also 
control land erosion.

Before planting trees, it’s impor-
tant to consider the land and its needs 
and also to take care of them. March, 
April and August are the best months 
for planting trees. If you can’t do any-
thing, plant a tree. It will be a big part 
of your well-being as well as the welfare 
of the country, which will also benefit 
the next generations. Trees are very im-

portant for a better life. We need to 
understand this aspect.
The Philippines Assembly has passed 

a new law to combat climate change, un-
der which a student will be awarded a 
graduation degree only after he/she has 
planted 10 trees. The complex problem 
of deforestation can be overcome with 
a healthy activity if we also make suc-
cess at various levels from primary lev-
el to university level conditional on tree 

planting and proper care.
similarly, all government and pri-

vate employees can be asked to plant at 
least one plant a month and take care of 
it till it is strong. This is beneficial for 
the country and the nation. This charity 
is also ongoing as long as people benefit 
from this tree and those who plant it will 
get their reward. 

We complain why it is not raining, 
why the land is becoming barren, but we 
do not make any effort to cure it, the city 
is becoming a jungle of concrete, trees 
are not found, we do not think that the 
more trees you plant, the more condu-
cive to the environment and helpful to 
the rains, provided that tree planting is 
taken seriously. 

Let’s plant trees on this Independence 
Day and make our country green. every 
child, man and woman, old and young, 
should plant a tree of their own. Whether 
we live in villages or in densely populat-
ed cities, we must plant a tree of our own. 
We should not only plant a tree but also 
play a role in its development. Let’s work 
together to make green Pakistan.

(The writer is a Qatar-based 
prominent influencer and literary 
figure. He is the host of YouTube 
channel #Meetwithrana, which 
showcases successful programmes 
for the community members.)

It’s very important for 25 
percent of the country to 

be covered by forests, 
say experts. However, 

unfortunately, only 
2-3 percent of 

Pakistan is covered 
by forests. The 

average temperature 
in forests is usually 
3-5 degrees celsius 

and the minimum 
temperature is 6-10 

degrees celsius
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Green 
Pakistan

Wishing All Our Pakistani Readers
A Very Happy



Being an important maritime state, Pakistan is set to maximise the 
marvels of the Blue Economy. The country is blessed with over 1,000 
km long coastline and an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) covering about 
240,000 sq km. In addition, extension of continental shelf (50,000 sq 
km) was also approved by United Nations Commission on the Limits of 
the Continental Shelf (UNCLCS) in 2015. Pakistan’s maritime sector is 
financially and technologically intensive

Qatar Tribune thanks the Embassy of The Islamic Republic of Pakistan and esteemed advertisers for their contribution and support in preparing this supplement.
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BluE Economy: 
Immense potential
for Pakistan

B
lue economy is an 
emerging popular con-
cept which revolves 
around safeguarding the 

world’s oceans and efficiently us-
ing water resources for sustainable 
growth and development. The con-
cept, at its core, refers to promot-
ing usage of ocean resources for 
economic growth, social inclusion, 
and the preservation of livelihoods 
while at the same time ensuring 
environmental sustainability of the 
oceans and coastal areas. It encom-
passes many activities including re-
newable energy, fisheries, maritime 
transport, coastal tourism, waste 
management, and climate change 
risk management. In addition, var-
ious emerging new sectors like ma-
rine chemistry, ocean engineering, 
ocean power and biomedicine have 
taken their place in the blue econ-
omy which, no doubt, in return, 
creates enormous employment 
opportunities and wealth creation 
for any coastal state. World econo-
mists have estimated an asset value 
of $24 trillion to the ocean econ-
omy and as of now it’s delivering 
nearly $4-500 billion each year in 
terms of the dividend to humanity. 
However, an important challenge 
of the Blue economy is to compre-
hend and better manage the many 
aspects of oceanic sustainability, 
ranging from fisheries to ecosystem 
health and pollution.

Being an important maritime 
state in the Indian Ocean region 
(IOR), Pakistan is progressively 
maximising the marvels of the Blue 
economy. The country is blessed 
with over 1,000 km long coastline 
and the exclusive economic Zone 
(eeZ) covering about 240,000 sq 
km. In addition, extension of con-
tinental shelf (50,000 sq km) was 
also approved by united Nations 
Commission on the limits of the 
Continental Shelf (uNClCS) in 
2015. Pakistan’s maritime sector 
is financially and technologically 
intensive and requires substantial 
investment for building, operating 
and turning it into economically 
profitable. Its present-day mari-
time revenue projection stands at 
$183 million which is far behind 
our neighbours including India and 
Bangladesh, whose estimated pro-
jection stand at $5.6 and $6 billion 
respectively. Pakistan’s coastal are-
as are rich in bio-productivity and 
bio-diversity as they provide huge 
breeding grounds for commercial-
ly important fisheries including 
carbs and shrimps with a potential 
resource worth of more than $2 

billion annually. Despite vast fish 
export potential, Pakistan’s fishing 
sector only contributes 0.4% per-
cent to country’s GDP. However, 
this year this sector has witnessed a 
growth of 0.6%. This again signifies 
the immense potential which exists 
in this realm.

CPeC is a hallmark project that 
harbingers friendship between 
China and Pakistan. The corner-
stone of this partnership is the ge-
ostrategically placed Gwadar Port. 
Due to its strategic positioning, 
this port over time has become the 
bedrock of Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) -- a mega structure initiative 
for connectivity through land and 
sea lanes. In this paradigm, the 
economics surrounding Gwadar 
port plays a significant role. Gwa-
dar can play an instrumental role 
in transforming Pakistan’s econo-
my via transhipment alone. In the 
annals of history, it has been real-
ised that shipping is the cheapest 
mode of transport. Today, 80% of 
the global merchandise in volume 
is been carried through sea, which 
amounts to around 10 billion tons. 
Pakistan, in this realm, can play a 
very major role which can help har-
ness its economy. The encourag-
ing aspect for Pakistan is the high 
liner Shipping Connectivity Index 
(lSCI). The lSCI represents how 
good the connectivity is between 
ships and ports around the world. 
Pakistan stands at 34.06 points, 
which is a healthy number and is 
better than Bangladesh, though be-
hind India which stands at around 
54. China is leading the race with 
an index of 151.91. This is where 
Pakistan is expected to reap ben-
efits and develop its transhipment 
industry and expand its operations. 
Considering the additional dis-
tance ships have to travel to reach 
Gulf Countries from the Indian 
ocean, Gwadar has the potential 
to be developed into a full-fledged 
regional hub and a trans-shipment 
port in the future. The likely shift-
ing of ship traffic from Dubai to 
Gwadar could make it among the 
top-5 transhipment hubs globally. 
uAe handles over 21mn Teus (20 
ton equivalent units) each year. 
This signifies the opportunity that 
lies ahead for Gwadar. Being a 
tax free port coupled with no port 
congestion, after full development, 
Gwadar can leverage these points 
for profit. Significant opportuni-
ties for friendly regional countries 
like Qatar exist for making strate-
gic long-term investments in and 
around Gwadar. 

In addition, various under con-
struction CPeC mega projects are 
under completion in order to get 
the true economic benefits. The 
projects namely, Gwadar east-
Bay expressway, Construction of 
Breakwaters, Dredging of berthing 
areas and channels, Development 
of Free Zone, Gwadar Internation-
al Airport, and Gwadar Smart Port 
City Master Plan after completion 
will extensively add on to our blue 
economy by entrenching massive 
trade connectivity and tourist in-
flow. linking Gwadar Port and Free 
Zones with the network of National 
Highways will ensure the smooth 
logistic transportation of import, 
export and transit goods, expanding 
the net potential of CPeC. Synergies 
can be explored between Qatar Free 
Zones Authority and the Free Zone 
at Gwadar for comprehensive eco-
nomic cooperation.

Furthermore, the shipbreaking 
industry of Pakistan namely Gadani 
used to be one of the largest ship-
breaking industries in the world 
during the 1970s but now it is placed 
at number three. If this industry is 
revived back and utilized to its full 
potential, it can have the capacity to 
contribute more than $10 million 
to GDP annually. Another most im-
portant industry which shows great 
promise is coastal tourism. The 
tourists around the world are being 
attracted towards beautiful places 
especially the sea coasts with vast 
biodiversity and attractive beaches. 
With regards to Pakistan, the coast-
al tourism only contributes around 
$0.3 billion despite having a $4 bil-
lion potential. 

South Asia’s coastal zone is rich 
in biodiversity and as a region com-
prises 8% of the world’s mangroves, 
which is a great tourist attraction. 
Furthermore, tourists are attracted 
by the climate, sandy beaches and 
immense bio diversity of the region. 
However, so far only Maldives has 
been able to reap benefits from its 
coastal tourism industry substan-
tially. If we look at some visitor 
numbers to coastal countries for 
indication purposes, on an aver-
age around 65,000 Pakistanis visit 
Thailand annually, 6000 visit high-
end resorts in Maldives and around 
50,000 Pakistanis visit there gener-
ally visit in a year. Another report 
titled “Cultural Heritage and Muse-
um visits in Pakistan” prepared by 
the Gallup survey highlights impor-
tant facts as well. Firstly, from 1.6 
million visits in 2014 to 6.6 million 
visits in 2019, a 317% increase in 
visits to cultural sites show how pro-

pensity to travel has increased over 
time, mostly due to the increase in 
per GDP capita of Pakistanis. This 
should mean then that the beauti-
ful coastal areas of Pakistan, when 
developed, could witness a surge in 
coastal tourism as people are defi-
nitely looking for a way out for rec-
reation activities. Hence, this clear-
ly indicates that by investing in the 
coastal tourism industry in luxury 
tourism projects, foreign investors 
can reap huge benefits. 

Moreover, Pakistan’s mangrove 
area being the sixth largest in the 
world holds an annual value of 
about $20 million which can be ex-
tracted from mangrove dependent 
industry. Another, important aspect 
is the Pakistan National Shipping 
Corporation (PNSC) which han-
dles about 99% import of gasoline 
products but has a very small fleet 
of cargo vessels that only carries 7% 
of cargo to the world, while the re-
maining 93% is handled by foreign 
companies which cost the country 
a foreign exchange of about $1.5 
billion annually. establishing a 
joint venture between PNSC and a 
Qatari entity like Milaha can prove 
extremely beneficial for both coun-
tries. To optimally benefit from the 
country’s maritime sector, Govern-
ment of Pakistan is working upon 
an integrated National Maritime 
Policy to effectively capitalize the 
ocean based dividends.

Government of Pakistan is 
formulating an effective national 
compliance mechanism for syn-
ergizing the institutional efforts to 
tap the ‘Blue’ economic potentials 
of Pakistan. Moreover, CPeC is a 
significant platform to play a pivot 
role in this regard as it has already 
put forward plans for the activa-
tion of ocean based activities in a 
bid to explore the incredible mari-
time avenues. Pakistan is also em-
barking upon boosting its economy 
while focusing on maritime infra-
structure, technology for offshore 
resource development, a strong 
fisheries and marine leisure sector 
(tourism), environment issues etc. 
All the required financial and tech-
nological support is being geared up 
for building, operating, and making 
economically profitable industries. 
The concept of a Blue economy is 
being incorporated in the national 
policy, bilateral relations as well as 
international transactions.

(By Ali Basit and Muhammad 
Ammar Alam. Edited 

by Salman Ali, Trade & 
Investment Attaché)

Islamabad

Gawadar Port

Clifton Beach

Shangrila Resort 

Lalazar - Khaghan Valley Attababad LakeHunza – Gilgit Baltistan

Snowcapped mountains 



We have the pleasure to introduce ourselves as one of the leading Plastic manufacturing Companies in Qatar with multiple range of 
Products like; Polyethylene Sheets, uPVC Pipes, Cable Protection tiles, Safety Barrier, Warning Tapes, Garbage / Trash Bags, 
Shopping Bags and Insulation Boards (XPS. These Products are Proudly manufactured In one brand “UNIPLAST MADE IN QATAR”

Proudly celebrating 
Independence Day of

 Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Manufacturer and Supplies of 
Plastic Products

New Industrial Area- Doha, Qatar - P.O.Box: 8875
Tel: +974-44431458/44114629

Fax: +974-44318635 E-mail: info@uniplastqatar.com
www.uniplastqatar.com
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