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AKISTAN’S bilateral relations with 
its traditional friend Qatar continued 
with the same impetus in 2017-18. The 
relations between Pakistan and Qatar 
are rooted in common faith, heritage 

and values. The two countries have also cooperated 
with each other in pursuing common goals at in-
ternational organizations. In recent times, bilateral 
relations between the two countries have become 
very strong and multifaceted.

During the period from August 2017 to August 
2018, there have been multiple bilateral political 
visits between the two countries. These high-level 
exchanges in various spheres have provided im-
mense opportunities for forward movement in the 
bilateral relations between the State of Qatar and 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

Visit of the Minister for Defence Production 
of Pakistan to Qatar from March 12-14, 2018

Pakistan’s Minister of Defence Produc-
tion, HE Rana Tanveer Hussain visited Doha on  
March 12-14, 2018 on the invitation of Deputy Prime  
Minister and Minister of State for Defense Affairs 
HE Dr Khalid bin Mohamed al Attiyah for partici-
pation in the Doha International Maritime Exhibi-
tion& Conference (DIMDEX-2018). During his visit, 
the minister called on the Deputy Emir of Qatar on 
the sidelines of DIMDEX. He also held official meet-
ings with Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 
HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa al Thani. 

Visit by the Interior Minister of Pakistan to 
Doha from 7-8 November 2017 

The Interior Minister of Pakistan HE Ah-
san Iqbal and his accompanying delegation 
visited Doha on 7-8 November 2017 for par-
ticipation in the First Conference on the Safety 
and Security of Major Events, on the invitation 
of Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE 
Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa al Thani.  
During his visit he met with Qatar’s  Prime Min-
ister at his office. He also held a bilateral meeting 

N the auspicious 
occasion of the 
71st Independ-
ence anniversary 

of Pakistan, I wish to extend 
my warm greetings and fe-
licitations to our Pakistani 
brothers and sisters and to 
the friends of Pakistan in 
the State of Qatar.

Seventy-one years ago 
on this auspicious day, the 
Muslims under the dynamic 
leadership of the father of 
the nation Quaid e Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
achieved Independence 
and created a separate 
homeland for themselves. 
This freedom envisaged living in accordance with our religious 
ethos, cultural norms and inspirations. However, the path to 
Independence was not an easy one; it was a struggle under 
the visionary and inspiring leadership of the Father of the 
Nation that brought Pakistanis under one flag. While celebrat-
ing this Independence Day today, we should not forget those 
who sacrificed their lives to achieve Independence. On this 
occasion, I would also like to make a special mention of the 
officers and soldiers of the Pakistan Armed Forces who have 
laid down their lives during operation Rah e Rast and Radul 
Fasad to secure the territorial integrity of Pakistan.

 Pakistan has come a long way in consolidating democ-
racy and democratic traditions in the country. The recently 
held General Elections is a manifestation of the firm resolve 
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Qatar’s Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa al Thani meets 
with former Minister of Defence Production of Pakistan Rana Tanveer Hussain at the Diwan e Amiri.

Pakistan former Interior Minister Ahsan Iqbal holding meets with the Minister of Development Planning 
and Statistics of Qatar HE Saleh Mohamed Salem al-Nabit, during his visit to Qatar.



with Minister of Development 
Planning and Statistics HE Saleh 
Mohamed Salem al-Nabit, to  
discuss topics of common inter-
est. The Pakistani Interior Min-
ister also visited Georgetown  
University in Qatar and met with  
the Dean Dr Ahmad S Dallal. 
He also delivered a lecture on  
China Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CEPC) at the Georgetown 
University.

Participation of Pakistan’s 
naval ships in DIMDEX 2018 

Pakistan Navy ship HIMMAT 
and Pakistan maritime security 
ship BASOL, headed by Mission 
Commander Commodore M Fais-
al Abbasi arrived at Hamad Port 
from 11-18 March to participate in 
Doha International Maritime De-
fence Exhibition (DIMDEX-2018) 
and Asad Al Bahr-I, the maid-
en bilateral exercise between  
Pakistan and Qatar Emiri Naval 
Forces (QENF).
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of the Government and 
the people of Pakistan to 
strengthen the democratic 
credentials of Pakistan and 
take the country forward. 

Today, Pakistan has a free media, an independent 
judiciary, strong Parliament and robust civil society that are 
geared up to strengthen the institutional pillars of Pakistan. 
The Government is encouraging the norms of transparency, 
pluralism, tolerance and accommodation and is committed 
to continue working towards further cementing the demo-
cratic norms and culture in the country.

Following the general elections, it is expected that the 
new Government will offer new openings and investment 
opportunities for foreign investors. With the gradual reduc-
tion of security threats in the country, the improved security 
climate will provide the impetus for the revival of economic 
activity in the country for years to come. In this regard, 
the Pakistani expatriates can play a key role in reviving 
the economy which will be the utmost priority of the new 
Government in Pakistan. 

The Government of Pakistan attaches its highest prior-
ity to overseas Pakistanis in the State of Qatar, who have 
been playing a vital and meaningful role in the growth and 
development of both Qatar and Pakistan. I would like to 
invite all the Pakistani expatriates in the State of Qatar to 
keep contributing and doing their bit for their country.

Pakistan greatly values its relationship with the State 
of Qatar. It is indeed satisfying that bilateral relations 
between our two brotherly countries are based on mutual 
respect and shared desire to promote mutually beneficial 
cooperation in diverse fields. There is a need to galvanize 
the private sectors in both countries to further explore 
ways and means to promote trade and commerce. Simi-
larly, the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) can 
also play a crucial role in not just linking the two countries 
economically but also bringing sustainable development in 
the adjoining region. 

Finally, I would like to sincerely thank the Amir His 
Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, His Highness 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, HH the Father Emir 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al Thani, Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Interior HE Sheikh Abdullah bin Nasser bin Khalifa 
al Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for De-
fense Affairs HE Dr Khalid bin Mohamed al Attiyah, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, and the Government 
and the people of the State of Qatar for the cooperation 
and support that our Mission has received from them.

Long live Pakistan-Qatar friendship.
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Former Federal Minister of Interior and Minister of Planning Development and Reform 

of Pakistan, Ahsan Iqbal, addresses a gathering at Georgetown University in Qatar.

PNS Himmat

PAKISTANI SHIP ‘BASOL’ HOSTS RECEPTION: A reception was held on Pakistani maritime security ship ‘Basol’ at Hamad Port on Tuesday evening. The Commander of the Emiri 
Naval Force of Qatar Major General Abdullah bin Hassan al Sulaiti, Federal Minister for Defence Production of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Rana Tanveer Hussain,  
Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmad and the Minister of Defence of Ecuador Zambrano attended the reception.
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me security ship ‘Basol’ at Hamad Port on Tuesday evening The Commander of the Emiri

Pakistan 
Navy and 
Qatar Emiri 
Naval 
Forces 
personnel  
during the 
bilateral ex-
ercise Asad 
Al Bahr-I,  
which was 
conducted 
in Qatar.
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SALMAN ALI
DOHA

AKISTAN has a rich 
history and a vibrant 
manufacturing base 
for its sports goods in-

dustry. Sports goods manufac-
turing began as a cottage indus-
try but over a period of time has 
evolved into an industry that 
comprises of well-developed 
manufacturing units primarily 
in and around the Sialkot city 
of Punjab. Sialkot and its ad-
jacent areas have transformed 
into a cluster for manufacturing 
sports goods, relying upon deep 
historical knowledge and avail-
ability of skilled craftsmen. The 
prized product from this clus-
ter is the inflatable ball (mainly 
soccer ball) which has gained 
global recognition. Pakistan ca-
ters to almost 70% of the global 
demand for inflatable balls. In-
flatable balls however, are not 
the only products manufactured 
at Sialkot’s sports goods indus-
try. Other products in this re-
gion include cricket bats, cricket 
balls, tennis and squash rack-
ets, products for indoor games, 
hockey sticks, hockey balls and 
protective gear including sports 
clothing, gloves, pads etc.  

To sustain its superiority in 
the industry, Government of 
Pakistan has encouraged voca-
tional training courses for train-
ing craftsmen. An analysis of 
production processes of various 
sub-sectors indicates the need 
of courses in almost 20 trades 
or skills. Some of these cours-
es are already being offered at 
existing Technical Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) 
institutes, while the rest are 
being explored. The most rec-

ommended trades are Screen 
Printing and Graphic Design-
ing, Sublimation Printing, Rub-
ber Technology, Pattern Mak-
ing, Gloves Machine Stitching, 
Composite Technology, Digital 
Marketing and Lean Produc-
tion System. Coupled with these 
initiatives, private sector entre-
preneurship with investments 
in sports manufacturing tech-
nologies have played their part 
in keeping Pakistan globally 
competitive in this industry.  

More than half of the sport-
ing goods exports in value terms 
consist of inflatable balls, while 
some 30% of sports goods con-
sist of gloves and the rest of oth-
er items including cricket bats, 
hockey sticks, tennis rackets, 
cricket balls, hockey balls, tennis 
balls, protective gears, martial 
arts and gymnastic equipment, 
etc. In terms of number, some 50 
million inflatable balls, 38 mil-
lion pairs of sports gloves and 
millions of other articles are ex-
ported from Pakistan each year.

Germany, USA, UK, France, 
Italy, Brazil, Argentina, Mexi-
co, Spain, Netherlands, Hong 
Kong, Denmark, Canada, 
Belgium, Australia, 

South Africa, UAE and Chile are 
some of the major export des-
tinations for Pakistan’s sport 
goods.

Global sports brands like 
Nike, Adidas, Puma and Ree-
bok order their products from 
various developing countries 
due to their product quality 
and cost efficiency. Pakistan, 
China, Vietnam and Thailand 
are the major hubs for football 
production and jointly con-
tribute 70% of total export of 
footballs. Pakistan’s main com-
petitors in sports goods market 
are China, India, Vietnam, Tai-
wan, Bangladesh, Thailand and 
South Korea. The fact that the 
official match balls for the FIFA 
World Cups in Brazil in 2014 
(Brazuca) and in Russia in 2018 
(Telstar’18) were produced by 
Forward Sports a Pakistani 
company based in the city of 
Sialkot is a testament to Paki-
stan’s products which match in-
ternational standards.

With the conclusion of FIFA 
World Cup 2018, the focus of 
the world has now shifted to the 
State of Qatar. With the develop-
ment of the necessary infrastruc-
ture for hosting of FIFA 2022 in 
Qatar, the country will emerge as 
a sporting hub, not only for the 
region but also as a permanent 
global venue for such events. 
Pakistan through its excellent 
sports goods manufacturing base 
can partner Qatar in the longer 
term for meeting to its ever-
rising demand for sports goods. 
Qatari investment in Pakistan’s 
sports goods manufacturing can 
boost production and sustain 

Pakistan’s position as  
a global sup-

plier of sports 
goods.   

Salman Ali Commercial Secretary at 
the Pakistan Embassy, Qatar. 

MADE IN 
PAKISTAN: 
Adidas  
Telstar 18 
Football for 
FIFA World 
Cup 2018, 
Russia.

Minister of Economy and Commerce of Qatar HE Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim Al Thani 
addresses the Pakistan-Qatar Business Conference in Islamabad.

Minister of Economy and Commerce of Qatar HE Sheikh Ahmed bin Jassim Al Thani greets 
Pakistani dignitaries.
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L N MALLICK
DOHA

AKISTANI expatri-
ates can now renew 
their national identity 

cards and passports online, 
according to Pakistan embassy 
Counsellor Rizwan Manzoor. 

The official said the Govern-
ment of Pakistan has recently 
started an online facility for prepar-
ing Machine Readable Passports 
(MRPs) and computerised National 
Identity Cards for Overseas Pakista-
nis (NICOPs). 

Applicants can renew their 
NICOPs and MRPs by logging in to 
weblinks https://id.nadra.gov.pk/ 
and https://dqip.gov.pk/ respectively. 

However, it has come to the no-
tice of the Pakistan embassy in Qatar 
that some individuals are misusing 

this online facility through illegal 
establishment of Private Facilitation 
Centers (PFC) for online preparation 
of MRPs and NICOPs, Manzoor said.

Those who are approaching these 
PFC’s for these services are being 
charged over and above the fixed 
online fees for making NICOPs and 
MRPs. 

“It may kindly be noted that these 
facilitation centres do not enjoy any 
kind of patronage of Pakistan Em-
bassy and such centres are involved 
in illegal use of online facility for 
preparation of NICOPs and MRPs. 
All expatriates living in Qatar are be-
ing requested that they should come 
to the embassy for preparation of 
their NICOPs and MRPs in case they 
face difficulty in utilizing online facil-
ity on their own,” said Manzoor. 

The Pakistani mission in Qatar 

is processing the renewal of NICOPs 
and MRPs on walk-in basis since 
September 2017. The consular serv-
ices are provided five days a week 
(Sunday to Thursday).  

“Expatriates are not required to 
get appointment date for renewal 

of their MRPs and NICOPs,” added 
Manzoor. 

This facility is available for 
processing of papers of newborn 
babies. NICOPs are processed first 
for newborn babies and passport 
applications are then entertained.

Pakistan Embassy Counsellor  
Rizwan Manzoor

LL Pakistanis Overseas Organisation Interna-
tional (ApooWorld) Qatar Chapter will organise a 
function to mark Pakistan’s Independence Day at 

Al Banush Club, Mesaieed on August 14.
Community Welfare Attaché at the Pakistan embassy 

Hafiz Junaid Sial will be the chief guest on the occasion.
Pakistan’s rich culture and heritage will be highlight-

ed during the function themed as “Pakistan Zindabad”, 
said All Pakistanis Overseas Organisation International 
(ApooWorld) General Secretary Furqan Ahmed Paracha.

The highlight of the programme, to be held from 7pm to 
9pm, will be a live performance by Pakistan’s famous singer 
Nasir Abbas. Abbas, who arrived in Doha at the invitation 
of Punjab Music Group, is a winner of Zee TV’s Sa Re Ga 
Ma Pa contest held in 2008.

A cake cutting ceremony and a quiz contest will also be 
held and winners will be given prizes. The event will con-
clude with dinner.

The event is only open to male members of the com-
munity. Entry to the event is by invitation cards. Those in-
terested in attending the event can contacted programme 
coordinator Aqib Yahya on GSM 77295592.

Furqan Ahmed Paracha Aqib Yahya

w 
ty 
ne, 
assy 
r. 
overn-
recently 
r prepar-
Passports
National
 Pakista-

w their 
ing in to
a.gov.pk/
pectively.
o the no-
y in Qatar 
misusing

this online facility through illegal



06 Tuesday, August 14, 2018

AKISTAN is Qa-
tar’s 21st larg-
est trade partner. 
Pakistan’s geo-

strategic proximity to Qa-
tar provides the potential 
for increasing Pakistani 
exports, especially in the 
aftermath of the blockade 
imposed on Qatar by some 
neighbouring countries. 
The Commercial Section of 
the Pakistan Embassy has 
been playing an active role 
by facilitating and hosting 
business meetings for trade 
delegations from Pakistan. 
Similarly, numerous Cham-
bers have visited Qatar. The 
Rawalpindi Chambers ar-
ranged a conference in Feb-
ruary 2018 to showcase Pa-
kistan’s trade potential with 
Qatar. Many Pakistani firms 
have held B2B meetings and 
participated in exhibitions 
last year and this year. 

Trade and commerce is 
the pivot in Pakistan-Qatar 
bilateral relations. Paki-
stan’s export figures have 
gradually improved since 
the blockade of Qatar. Ac-
cording to the latest figures, 
Pakistan’s exports have in-
creased to $89.9 million 
during the period of July 
2017 to June 2018. 

During the same period 
in the previous year (July 
2016 to June 2017) this 

amount was $52.7 million. 
There has been an increase 
of 70.53% in Pakistani ex-
ports to the State of Qatar. 
This significant increase in 
exports from Pakistan is at-
tributed to the opening of 
the Qatari food market as 
Qatar strives to become self 
sufficient and seeks proac-
tively alternative sources  
of imports. 

Pakistani companies 
sense a lot of opportunities 
in the Qatari market. There 
are numerous opportunities 
in sectors like food, phar-
maceuticals, construction, 
shipping, maritime coopera-
tion etc. 

Pakistan has the distinct 
advantage of geographi-
cal  proximity to Qatar and 
can easily cater to Qatar’s 

market for fresh fruits and 
vegetables along with fro-
zen and ready-made food 
items. 

Pakistan’s imports from 
Qatar have crossed the bil-
lion dollar mark in the July 
2017 to June  2018 period. 

Qatari exports to Paki-
stan currently stand at $1.5 
billion — an increase of 
37.70% as compared to $1.1 

billion during the same pe-
riod the previous year (July 
2016 to June 2017.)

The balance of trade be-
tween the two countries has 
been in favour of Qatar due 
to Pakistan’s imports of liq-
uid natural gas (LNG) and 
petroleum products. The 
Qatar-Pakistan LNG agree-
ment in February 2016 has 
widened the trade balance.

Pakistan’s former ambassador to Qatar Shahzad Ahmad (right) and Qatar Chamber Vice Chairman Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Towar 
al Kuwari along with other dignitaries at the Pakistan-Qatar Business and Investment Opportunities conference in Doha. 

The container vessel Libra gets a water salute on reaching the 
Hamad Port.

N 5th September 2017, the Amir of Qatar 
inaugurated the Hamad Port, a multibillion 
dollar project. The largest port in the region, 

Hamad Port has the capacity to store food products 
enough to cater to 3 million people for up to two 
years. Hamad Port connects directly to the outside 
world without dependence on any of Qatar’s neigh-
bours in the region. 

A new shipping route between Hamad Port and the 
Port of Karachi was launched in September 2017. Two 
shipping lines by Milaha (Qatar Navigation) and Wen 
Hui (Chinese Shipping Line) inaugurated the direct 
service to link Karachi Port with Hamad Port. These 
shipping lines have provided a tremendous boost to 
the trade between Qatar and Pakistan and bringing fast 
and secure solutions for importers and exporters from 
both countries, with a transit time of only four days 
from Hamad Port to Karachi. 
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HE blockade of Qatar 
by some neighbouring 
countries has brought 
fresh opportunities for 

Qatar as the country has fast be-
come self-reliant and sustainable 
in some of the key sectors. While 
Qatar’s growth accelerates, inves-
tors are encouraged to set up more 
industrial units. Qatar’s construc-
tion industry too has been moving 
at a good pace in 2018 through 
significant jump in infrastructure 
projects while the private sector is 
more keen and confident to invest 
in sectors such as food processing, 
building material, healthcare and 
education, thereby adding momen-
tum to the construction sector. The 
scenario is giving impetus to the 
investors for focusing on contrac-
tors who are accepting challenges, 
technical excellence, timeline and 
first-rate skills to add real value on 
the projects. 

Al Khayarin Group of Compa-
nies (KG Group), one of Qatar’s 
leading entities, established dur-
ing 2001, offers complete building 
solutions ranging from engineer-
ing, procurement and construction 
to services of interior and exterior 
decoration, MEP solutions, manu-
facturing of MV panels, uPVC and 
plastic products and travel & tour-
ism services. KG Group is known 
throughout the industry as an or-
ganization founded on profession-
alism and reliability. 

The parent company, namely 
Al Khayarin Group Trading & 
Contracting, has successfully de-
livered a jaw-dropping plethora of 
projects such as government com-

plexes, military facilities, high-rise 
office towers, and large commer-
cial and industrial buildings. With 
construction as its core activity, KG 
Group’s personnel comprises more 
than 350 qualified professionals 
and over 4,000 skilled and semi-
skilled workers that blend together 
to achieve the company’s goals.

In an interview, the Group’s 
CEO, Engineer Mohammad 
Idrees Anwar, offered an in-
sight into the organization’s past, 
present and future. Excerpts.

What differentiates Al Khay-
arin Group from its competi-
tors in Qatar?

KG Group is distinguished by 
a variety of attributes, such as our 
amazing spirit for teamwork, our 
highly expert and experienced 
team, our conducive-to-excellence 
work culture, and our customer-fo-
cused approach, to name a few. We 
recognise that our success is only 
possible through the collaborative 
efforts of our team. So we develop 
our professionals through capacity 
building and reward outstanding 
performance. We regularly develop 
our capabilities by investing in the 
latest technologies and manage-
ment systems. 

Safety is paramount at KG 
Group and the latest European 
and other international Construc-
tion Standards are strictly adhered. 
This is exemplified by technical and 
commercial collaboration by our 
subsidiaries with world renowned 
names such as Siemens and Hager 
to manufacture and supply a wide 
range of components locally. 

Our track record has encour-
aged us to meet the most stringent 
standards set by government enti-
ties such as Supreme Committee 
for Delivery & Legacy. As Grade-A 
certified contractors, we have suc-
cessfully completed some of the 
most remarkable projects of the 
last decade. 

What attributes have support-
ed in the massive growth that 
the KG Group has achieved?

At KG Group, we have estab-
lished a culture of integrity, mutual 
respect and team-based decision 
making.  This clarity of values has 
inspired an environment of con-
sistency that has been pivotal in 
our progress as an organization. 
Since our inception, we have been 
carrying out state-of-the-art civil 
projects, providing fast-track con-

struction solutions through struc-
turally strong buildings by investing 
in modern construction and man-
agement techniques. 

Completing projects well in time 
has been another feather in our cap 
whereas our focus remained build-
ing long term relations with clients 
rather one time project execution. 

What are the salient features 
of the Qatari market?

Qatar is a business-friendly 
country with huge untapped po-
tential for growth, a thriving non-
hydrocarbon sector and rapidly 
diversifying economy. Qatar has 
been named the most competi-
tive economy in the Middle East 
in the latest IMD Competitiveness 
Index. The country has held on to 
its 13th position, making it the top 
Middle East country in the 2016 

rankings in spite of the pressure of 
market volatility.

The government’s economic di-
versification efforts are starting to 
bear fruit. The manufacturing sec-
tor is expanding, complemented by 
the services industry and buoyant 
construction activity which, in turn, 
are led by financial services, trans-
port and communications. The 
decline in oil prices along with the 
political turmoil in the Middle East 
has affected all economic sectors. 

However, due to the wise lead-
ership of the Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani, 
we trust that Qatar has all the tools 
and capabilities to launch many de-
velopment projects in the coming 
years that will reflect positively on 
the performance of all the sectors of 
economy in Qatar in general and Al 
Khayarin Group in particular as we 
aim to significantly expand this year 
and in coming years.

What are your plans for the 
future, in view of the breath-
taking changes taking place in 
the region? 

The ongoing blockade of Qatar 
has brought out new opportunities 
for the country. 

Since the crisis began, Qatar 
has been moving towards becom-
ing self-reliant and sustainable. 
The blockade has accelerated the 
process of self-reliance instead of 
slowing it down. More investors 
have done necessary spade work 
for setting up SMEs in Qatar. It is 
very likely that the coming months 
will bring manufacturing inde-
pendence to Qatar. 

I have no doubt that Qatar has 
defeated the impact of the siege 
with this ‘master-move’. 

Since the ongoing blockade, 
nearly 300 companies have started 
their operations in Qatar with a sig-
nificant number of them shifting 
from neighbouring countries. 

Even for KG Group, our manu-
facturing companies have started to 
excel tremendously thus strength-
ening and stabilizing the local capa-
bility in Qatar. With our continued 
commitment to development and 
change, we look forward to the fu-
ture and all the challenges and op-
portunities that may come with it.

Would you like to give a mes-
sage to your prospective 
customers and the people in 
Qatar?

KG Group supports Qatar Na-
tional Vision 2030 to ensure a sta-
ble and prosperous economy which 
benefits Qatari people now and in 
future. We are using our decades 
of knowledge and international ex-
perience to help advance Qatar in 
human, social, economic and envi-
ronmental development. 

One must appreciate the way 
Qatar has adopted its economic 
policy in this time of crisis. 

We appreciate Qatar govern-
ment’s supportive role for the busi-
ness community. It has given us the 
confidence to sustain and excel in 
this great country. 

The Qatar government’s sup-
portive role for the business com-
munity has given us the confi-
dence to sustain and excel in this 
great country.

Al Khayarin Group CEO Engineer Mohammad Idrees Anwar.



T the time of 
the partition 
of British In-
dia in August 

1947, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) was the cen-
tral bank of the country. 
After partition it became 
the central bank of both 
the newly independent 
countries of India and 
Pakistan. The RBI continued its function in 
Pakistan until 30th June, 1948. The State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) was established in 
the same year and took over the responsi-
bilities from the RBI as the central bank of 
Pakistan. 

After the partition of British India, the 
RBI printed a new series of banknotes for 
the Government of Pakistan under an 
agreement. This series, commonly called 
the Provisional Series, consisted of five 
notes with the face values of one, two, five, 
ten and one-hundred rupees. The new notes 
were printed at the RBI Printing Press in 
Nasik near Mumbai. These notes basically 
had the same design as those of British era 
notes of 1940s except for the addition of 
two sentences on the obverse (front) side, 
“Government of Pakistan” in English and 
“HUKOOMAT-E-PAKISTAN” in the Urdu 
language. Pakistan started issuing its first 
set of coins in 1948.

After acquisition, the Provisional Se-
ries banknotes circulated in Pakistan along 
with the British era notes. The RBI stopped 
working as the central bank of Pakistan lat-
er on, so the supply of fresh banknotes was 
not possible from India now. Furthermore, 
the British era notes had to be returned to 
the RBI in 1948. No printing facility was es-
tablished during the British era in the land 
which later on comprised of Pakistan, so the 
new notes had to be acquired from a source 
abroad. In order to print new notes for the 
country, an agreement was signed between 
the Government of Pakistan and a UK 
based printing company Thomas De La Rue 
(TDLR). This series of banknotes with the 
face value of five, ten and one hundred ru-
pees were also called the Emergency Series 
because it was printed in a haste to replace 
the British era notes. As per the agreement, 
the Emergency Series notes were printed in 
the name of the Government of Pakistan. 
Another agreement was signed in 1949 
with the British printing company BWC, for 
printing one rupee note.

The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) start-
ed issuing banknotes in its name from 1949. 

It made arrangements with UK-based BWC 
and TDLR to print the banknotes of its first 
series in the denominations of two, five, ten 
and one-hundred rupees. These notes were 
issued gradually between 1949 and 1953. 
Afterwards, the Pakistan Security Print-
ing Corporation (PSPC) was established in 
Karachi in 1953. In the same year, it started 
printing the same banknotes of SBP’s first 
series which were earlier printed in the UK. 
The PSPC facilities were used by the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan to print its security 
documents too. The same press also pro-
duced banknotes for some countries which 
didn’t have the facilities to print their own 
currency notes.

The second series of SBP was issued 
between 1957 and 1970. The hallmark of 
this series was the portrait of the founder 
of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, on the obverse side of the note. This 
series consisted of five notes with the face 
values of five, ten, fifty, one-hundred and 
five-hundred rupees. 

The first three notes of second series 
were replaced in 1972 with the same design 
but different color notes. One-hundred ru-
pees note with a different design was also 

issued at the same time. These four notes 
were part of the third series of SBP. 

The fourth series of SBP was issued be-
tween 1976 and 1988. This series had seven 
notes in the denominations of two, five, ten, 
fifty, one-hundred, five-hundred and one 
-thousand rupees.

In 1997, on the occasion of Golden Jubi-
lee of the country, a five rupee commemo-
rative banknote was issued with the similar 
design as that of the fourth series.

With the advent of the 21st century, it 
was decided to replace the fourth series 
notes with more secure notes. The SBP 
started issuing these notes, the fifth series, 
from 2005. These are relatively smaller 
sized notes as compared to the earlier issues 
and contain more security features than any 
other note previously issued in Pakistan. 
Nine banknotes have been issued so far in 
the fifth series with the twenty rupees note 
issued twice in the same series with differ-
ent color schemes. These notes are issued in 
the denominations of five, ten, twenty, fifty, 
one-hundred, five-hundred, one-thousand 
and five-thousand rupees. Like the previous 
series’ banknotes, these notes were also is-
sued gradually. The earlier issues were re-
moved from circulation later.

Staring from 1949, one rupee notes were 
issued by the Government of Pakistan along 
with different series banknotes from SBP. 
Eight different one rupee notes were issued 
from time to time. All of these notes are not 
considered as part of any of the above de-
scribed series. These notes were replaced by 
coins at the end of the 20th century.

A special type of banknotes was issued 
by the SBP from 1950 to 1978, called the 
Hajj Notes. These banknotes were given 
to the pilgrims going to perform Hajj and 
Umrah in Saudi Arabia. In those days, 
the Pakistani rupee was pegged with the 
US dollar. Any unnecessary flow of Paki-
stani rupee going out of the country could 
have a negative impact on its value and the 
pegged rate with dollar. The reason for issu-
ing these notes was to control the supply of 
Pakistani rupee. The Hajj notes were used 
to be deposited in the local Saudi banks by 
Pakistani pilgrims and Saudi riyals were is-
sued in return. These notes were returned 
to the Government of Pakistan later on by 
Saudi banks. The Hajj notes were printed in 
the same design as those of the banknotes 

from different series of SBP. The main dif-
ference was in the color scheme of these 
notes. These notes also bore some words in 
English and/or Urdu mentioning that these 
were only to be used by the pilgrims. Seven 
different Hajj Notes were issued from time 
to time in the face values of either ten or one 
hundred rupees.

A number of coins in different denomi-
nations have been issued by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan starting from 1948, one 
year after the independence. From that year 
until 1961, one Pakistani rupee was divided 
into 16 anna or 64 paisa or 192 pie. After 
that, rupee was decimalized and consisted 
of 100 paisa. All coins in Pakistan have 
been issued by the Government of Pakistan. 
Pakistan has also issued a number of com-
memorative coins on different occasions 
including some silver and gold coins. Some 
coins have been issued to create awareness 
about the endangered animal species found 
in Pakistan. The most recent commemora-
tive coins were issued to pay gratitude to two 
great personalities known for humanitarian 
works — Abdul Sattar Edhi (the founder of 
Edhi Foundation, a non-profit social wel-
fare organization operating in Pakistan and 
abroad) and Dr. Ruth Pfau (a German-Pa-
kistani doctor who devoted her life for fight-
ing against leprosy in the country).

About the Author
Shiraz Aziz Khan is a Doha-based no-

taphilist (banknote collector). He has writ-
ten a book on ‘History of Money’ in Urdu. 
He has a handsome collection of Pakistani 
and foreign currency which was exhibited 
in Qatar recently. He is also a member of 
the InterNational Banknote Society (IBNS).

08 Tuesday, August 14, 2018

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, with the first set of Pakistani coins 
in 1948.

Some commemorative coins of Pakistan

Provisional Series banknotes

SBP 5th Series

Emergency Series banknotes

Shiraz Aziz Khan
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S part of a slew of 
events organised 
by the Pakistan 
Embassy in associ-

ation with its local partners 
to celebrate the 70 years 
of Independence of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan, 
three Pakistani movies were 
screened at  Katara Cultural 
Village.

The events were aimed 
to promote Pakistan’s rich 
culture, art and traditions 
among the local audiences.

The movies included 
Three Bahadur, Chupan 
Chupai  and Azad. The one-
day event was jointly hosted 
by the Pakistan Embassy 
and Katara Cultural Village.  

“It’s a great pleasure that 
Pakistani movies will be 
screened for local Qataris, 
Pakistani community and 
expatriate audiences at Ka-
tara Cultural Village for the 
first time. I am glad that Pa-
kistan Embassy in Doha has 
partnered with Katara Cul-
tural Village to jointly hold 
the unprecedented event,” 
Pakistan’s former ambas-
sador to Qatar HE Shahzad 
Ahmad said at a press meet 
held at Katara before the 
screening.

“After the popularity of 
Pakistani (television) dra-
mas, now the Pakistani 
film industry has started 
to make its mark not just 
domestically but also inter-
nationally. I would like to 
thank Assad Khan who ap-

proached us with a brilliant 
idea of screening Pakistani 
movies and providing alter-
native entertainment to lo-
cal Qatari audiences about 
the emerging Pakistani film 
industry,” said Ahmad.

CEO of Katara Cultural 
Village Dr Khalid Bin Ibra-
him Al Sulaiti said he was 
happy that Pakistani mov-
ies would be screened at 
Katara, which would further 
strengthen the bonds of 

friendship and brotherhood 
between the people of Qatar 
and Pakistan.

Faizan Rashid Khawa-
ja, who acted in the movie 
Chupan Chupai and Rehan 
Sheikh, the director-cum-
writer of Azad who also 
acted in the comedy melo-
drama film, attended the 
screening.

Released in December 
2017, Chupan Chupai is 
Mohsin Ali’s directorial de-
but. The lead roles of the 
movie have been performed 
by Ahsan Khan and Neelam 
Munir while the other cast 
includes Ali Rizvi, Rehan 
Sheikh, Talat Hussain, Ad-
nan Jaffar, Faizan Khawaja, 
Sakina Samo and Javed 
Sheikh. 

The comedy-thriller, 
made under the banner of 

Huzu Productions, was dis-
tributed by Hum Films.

Azad is a comedy-mel-
odrama directed and writ-
ten by Rehan Sheikh, who 
co-produced it with Has-
san Naeem under the pro-
duction banner of Bling 
Studios and Roomi Films. 
The film features Sanam 
Saeed, Salman Shahid, Re-
han Sheikh, Nimra Bucha 
and Sabreen Hasbani Zahid 
Ahmed and Sajjad Kishwar. 
The cast also includes debu-
tants Ajlal Shah and Jawad 
Rana. A special appearance 
is made by Angeline Malik, 
Imran Abbas and Schumai-
la Hussain.

Three Bahadur, a chil-
dren’s animated movie, is 
directed by two-time Oscar 
winner Sharmeen Obaid 
Chinnoy
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CEO of Katara Cultural Village Dr Khalid Bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti (middle), Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmad (left) and Assad 
Khan at a press meet held at Katara.
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During the last one year, the Embassy of Pakistan in Doha has arranged several visits by Pakistani businessmen to Qatar for 
promoting bilateral economic relations. Three delegations from FPCCI, Pakistan visited Qatar including a delegation led by Zubair 
Tufail, President FPCCI on 12-14 August 2017; a delegation led by Mehmood Arshad visited Qatar on 16-18 September 2017; 
and a delegation led by Mehmood Arshad visited to participate in the Food & Consumer Industries Exhibition (FCIE) on 26-29 
October 2017. These delegations held several meetings with Qatari businesses and firms with the coordination of the Embassy. 
The visits helped enhance trade and economic relations between two countries.

The Embassy of Pakistan set up 
Pakistan Pavilion at the ‘Made in 
Qatar’ Exhibition held on 14-17 
December 2017 at Doha Exhibi-
tion and Convention Centre. Pa-
kistani companies which partici-
pated at the exhibition included 
M/s Siddiqsons (Pvt.) Ltd; M/s 
Lucky Textile Mills (Pvt.) Ltd; M/s 
Seasons Food (Pvt.) Ltd; M/s 
Jazaa Food Pvt. Ltd; M/s United 
King; Pakistan Sports Goods 
Manufacturers Association/ 
Raseo Sports.

A 62-member delegation led by President Rawalpindi Chambers of Commerce & Industry (RCCI),  
Chairman SECP and other prominent businesspersons visited Qatar from 27 February to 1 March 2018 
to participate in the Pak-Qatar Business & Investment Opportunities Conference, which was held on 
28 February 2018 at Hotel InterContinental Doha the City. During the conference, presentations and 
speeches were made by President RCCI, Chairman SECP, the Ambassador of Pakistan, Vice Chairman  
of Qatar Chamber, Director Manateq, Head of Taxation Deloitte, and the Commercial Secretary.

A delegation of Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and  
Industry led by Zahid Latif, President RCCI, visited Doha on 6 
December 2017. The delegation held meeting with Vice Chair-
man, Qatar Chamber.

Pakistani firms M/s. H.K.M Industries (Rice), M/s. The Organ-
ic Meat Co Pvt. Ltd (Vacuum Pack Meat, Frozen Meat) and 
M/s. Aisha Enterprises (Potatoes, Mix Fruits, and Mangoes) 
participated in the Hospitality Qatar Exhibition, which was 
held at Doha Exhibition & Convention Centre on 6-8 Novem-
ber 2017. 

Representatives of following prominent Qatari companies 
visited Karachi, Pakistan for participation in the 10th Expo 
Pakistan held on 11 November 2017.
  
 Lari Group of companies
 Al-Mutaali Trading
 Maraya Public Relations
 Al-Jabber Construction
 NAAAS Group
 Noor Farms for Meat & Trading
 Noor Milk & Juice
 Royal Leaf Trading
 Saba Trading Group
 Al-Sharq

Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmad inaugurated the Pakistan Pavilion on the  
first day of the exhibition of the 15th Edition of Project Qatar, held at the Doha Exhibition &  
Convention Center from 7th to 10th May 2018. Several Pakistani companies supported by TDAP  
attended the event. Some self-funded companies also participated in the event.

The Secretary of Ministry of Commerce, Pakistan, Younus Dagha visited Doha from 2 December 2017. During the visit, he also 
visited the Doha Exhibition & Convention Centre to study its suitability for holding Pakistan Single Country Exhibition.
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ATIONAL Vocational and Tech-
nical Training Commission 
(NAVTTC), is Pakistan’s nation-
al apex body in the vocational 

and technical training (TVET) sector for 
policy making, standardization and regu-
lation, coordination and international 
collaboration, and execution of national 
training programs. TVET, as a body to 
support macro-economic development, 
is a cross-cutting area, needing interven-
tions across different sectors of economy.

NAVTTC is spearheading the imple-
mentation of reforms in close collaboration 
with the Technical Education and Voca-
tional Training Authorities in the provinces 
and regions of Pakistan as well as a number 
of other national and international organi-
sations from the public and private sec-
tors. During the past years, Pakistan has 
achieved a number of milestones in terms 
of improving access, relevance, equity and 
quality of the TVET delivery based on inter-
national best practices. 

NAVTTC is leading the Government 
efforts in the TVET sector towards the ul-
timate objective of transforming Pakistan 
into developed, industrialized and socially 
and economically prosperous country. 
Modernization, innovation through global 
linkages, and industry engagement are the 
essential components of NAVTTC’s inclu-
sive growth strategy towards sustainable 
development.

NAVTTC’s primary focus is to engage 
youth in the economic development of the 
country by imparting them with the most 
demanded marketable skills within Paki-
stan and abroad. NAVTTC is currently exe-
cuting Prime Minister Youth Skills Develop-
ment Programme in Pakistan under which 
100,000 youth are trained annually in more 
than 100 demand driven trades. It has de-
vised a National Vocational Qualification 
Framework (NVQF) for the standardization 
of skill qualifications across the country. As 
quality assurance mechanism in the TVET 
sector, NAVTTC has introduced a compre-
hensive accreditation regime in Pakistan. 
In the field of curriculum development and 
its standardization at the national level, 
NAVTTC has been able to develop curricu-
lum for more than 80 trades, in accordance 
with latest technological requirements of 
the national and international job markets.

In terms of institutional capacity 
building, NAVTTC is actively engaged in 
bringing Pakistan’s TVET at par with the 
international standards. Development 
and implementation of the Competency 
based training (CBT) modules, facilitating 
training of trainers and capacity building 

of the existing TVET institutes, are some 
of the steps taken in this direction. Recog-
nition of Prior Learning (RPL) has been 
launched as a tool to recognize/certify the 
skills acquired through informal/unregu-
lated means. Other important initiatives 
for standardizing and regulating the TVET 
sector in Pakistan include the establish-
ment of National Skills Information Sys-
tem (NSIS), Apprenticeship Reforms, re-
vamping of Final Assessments for TVET 
trainings, job placement centers for bet-
ter placement of skilled persons, and Skill 
Competitions which have not only added 
to the prestige and respect but have also 
attracted youth towards skill sector.

To cater to the needs of the modern 
era, NAVTTC is introducing High-End 
Technology courses such as Mechatron-
ics, Robotics, Industrial Automation, 
Restaurant Management and Heavy 
Machinery Operations.

TVET sector in Pakistan is fast becom-
ing a modern, demand-driven and respon-
sive to the technological needs of modern 
industry. Skilled workforce produced by 

Pakistani TVET institutes is now capable 
to compete with skilled workforce of any 
other country in the international market 
in skills, tenacity, versatility and compe-
tence. The international TVET commu-
nity is also showing increasing confidence 
in the skilled workforce produced by Pa-
kistani TVET sector. Pakistan became the 
78th member of the World Skills platform 
which is the collective voice for skills ex-
cellence and development in vocational, 
technological and service oriented careers 
around the globe. For the recognition 
and acknowledgement of the improve-
ments made in the Pakistani TVET sector, 
NAVTTC has also started the process of 
equivalence/affiliation with such reputed 
international organizations as TAFE Aus-
tralia, UK NARIC and City & Guilds. 

Various delegations from USA, Aus-
tralia, China, Japan, Qatar, Korea, Malay-
sia, etc. also called on the Executive Direc-
tor wherein deliberations were made on 
strengthening TVET sector of the country. 
Moreover, NAVTTC has close collabora-
tions with international organizations in-

cluding JICA, TIKA, UNHCR, British Coun-
cil, ILO, UNESCO etc.

NAVTTC has actively engaged itself 
with the regional and global TVET bodies 
to reduce skill gaps and to create employ-
ment opportunities. NAVTTC organized 
the first ever international TVET confer-
ence in Pakistan in 2016 which was at-
tended by ambassadors, diplomats, head of 
training institutes and delegates from more 
than fifteen countries including Australia, 
Belarus, China, Germany, Iran, Japan, UK, 
Turkey and others. 

The second international conference 
was held in May 2018 which was attend-
ed by experts and professionals from over 
20 countries including the UK, Germany, 
China, Australia, South Korea, Turkey, 
Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Philippines, Qatar, 
Kuwait, Oman, Iran, Tajikistan, Kaza-
khstan, and Bangladesh. 

These conferences offered a platform 
to promote exchange of best practices, ex-
periences and knowledge for developing a 
strong TVET system in Pakistan. It will help 
to enhance vocational skills of Pakistani 

youth and will be a step forward to learn 
from the best practices of the developed 
world for laying a strong basis for producing 
skilled manpower in the country. NAVTTC 
in collaboration with Colombo Plan Staff 
College (CPSC), organized International 
TVET conference titled “Regional Program 
-Skills for Youth Employability through 
Institute-Industry Linkage”. The four day-
long conference focused on devising an ac-
tion plan to enhance institute and industry 
linkage to foster employability. Representa-
tives from Malaysia, Philippines Afghani-
stan, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bangladesh, 
Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, and Pakistan 
participated in the conference.

Moreover, MoUs with various inter-
national TVET bodies have been signed to 
boost cooperation in the field of technical 
and vocational education.

To link skilled workforce with prospec-
tive employers in the national and interna-
tional job markets, NAVTTC has established 
Job Placement Centers at Lahore, Kara-
chi and Islamabad. A dedicated website, 
http://nsis.navttc.org enables employers in 
both national and international job markets 
to obtain details of skilled workforce in the 
trades required by them. Complete details 
of the skilled youth across the country along 
with their latest contact details are available 
on the website, from which employers can 
benefit free of cost.

NAVTTC organizes skill competi-
tions/job fairs in all provincial capitals 
and Islamabad which have proved to be 
a game changer and have increased the 
interest of youth, improved their skills, 
enhanced the overall quality of training 
and have added to the prestige and re-
spect towards TVET sector.

These competitions take place at zon-
al, provincial and national levels where 
the trainees exhibit their skills in differ-
ent trades including plumbing, welding, 
cooking/hospitality, general electrician, 
mason, heavy machinery operators, driv-
ing, dress making/fashion designing etc. 
Winners of provincial skill competitions 
receive their awards from governors, chief 
ministers, ministers, industrialists and 
foreign dignitaries. 

Along with hefty cash awards, cer-
tificates and tool kits are also distributed 
amongst the winners which help them to 
kick start their own businesses. 

The winners of provincial skill com-
petitions participate in the National Skill 
Competitions and receive handsome cash 
awards and certificates from the Presi-
dent of Pakistan at Aiwan-e-Sadr. 

President of Pakistan Mamnoon Hussain honours students.

President of Pakistan Mamnoon Hussain with the NAVTTC team

A Pakistani delegation led by the Executive Director NAVTTC Zulfiqar Ahmad Cheema meets with the CEO UK-NARIC Dr Cloud.
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Heartiest congratulations 

to the Pakistani community and the Government of 
Pakistan on the auspicious occasion of  

MMICO is a leading special-
ist geotechnical contracting 
company originating from 
Pakistan with forty-eight 
years of international ex-

perience. The GCC region has been the 
focus of its activities since Year 2000. 
During this period, Ammico has estab-
lished unmatched reputation for speedy 
and timely execution of major founda-
tion engineering projects to world class 
quality and safety standards.

Ammico owns major state-of-the-art 
plant which includes over 300 units of 
heavy equipment comprising diaphragm 
wall cutters, hydraulic rotary rigs, micro-
piling and anchoring rigs, crawler and 
mobile cranes of up to 250 tons capacity, excavators, 
dump trucks, grouting plants and pumps, piling vibra-
tory hammers, impact hammers, large diameter RCD 
drilling rigs and a host of support plant and equipment. 
Each year it invests heavily in maintaining this plant in 
prime working order and in procuring additional plant 
as per upcoming requirements.

Since the year 2010, Ammico has also executed a 

number of important marine projects 
including construction of jetties, ma-
rine piling, sheet piling, dredging, 
shore protection and construction of 
breakwaters. It owns significant ma-
rine plant including jackup and spud 
barges and tugs.

Ammico places great importance 
on honouring commitments and es-
tablishing harmonious working rela-
tionship with its clients. It is a source 
of great pride for Ammico that the 

projects it has undertaken to date have 
been completed to the satisfaction of 
each and every client.

During the past four and a half decades, Ammico 
has established a reputation for speed and quality of 
work, technical skills and know-how of its staff and the 
ability to deliver under demanding site conditions and 
to tight schedules while maintaining world-class safety 
and quality standards. Ammico cherishes this reputa-
tion and strives tirelessly to improve in all present and 
future endeavours.

Jamal Nasir
CEO, Ammico
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AKISTAN’S internationally-
acclaimed Sachal jazz band 
mesmerised the audience 
with their soulful melodies, 

at a concert held at Katara Cultural 
Village. 

Sachal Studios, set up by Izzat 
Majeed 12 years ago, is an example 
of creative genius that reflects Paki-
stan’s rich culture and heritage lo-
cally and internationally. Majeed also 
accompanied the group during their 
maiden tour to Doha. 

Members of the diplomatic com-
munity, dignitaries and a large 
number of people from different 
walks of life watched the one-hour 
live concert and thoroughly enjoyed 
the fusion of popular eastern classi-
cal music and western jazz. The event 
was organised to promote the cultural 
ties of Pakistan and Qatar. CEO of Ka-
tara Cultural Village Dr Khalid Al Su-
laiti, Director of Public Health Sheikh 
Dr Mohamed Bin Hamad Al Thani 
and Sheikh Ali Bin Abdullah Al Thani 
were among the prominent dignitar-
ies who graced the occasion. 

Speaking on the occasion, Paki-
stan’s former ambassador HE Shah-
zad Ahmad thanked the guests for 
attending the event. He noted that 
Doha is establishing itself as a center 
for cultural activity that is matchless 
in the region. Praising Katara’s dy-

namic team led by Dr Khalid Al Su-
laiti, the envoy said they were doing a 
tremendous job of promoting cultural 
activities. 

“We should consider ourselves ex-
tremely fortunate that we have an in-
ternationally acclaimed jazz ensemble 
with us. Some of you would think they  

have come from Pakistan. But Paki-
stan is a country of great culture and 
history. And if you follow jazz, you’ll 
know that their (Sachal ensemble) 

very first album stormed to the top of 
the itunes jazz charts,” said the envoy. 

He added that the group has given 
improvised performances with great 
legends such as Wynton Marsallis 
at the Lincoln Centre in New York. 
“They have played at the Barbican in 
London, the Marciac Jazz Festival in 
France, the Tokyo Jazz Festival and 
they were recently honored to per-
form at the United Nations. They 
are coming afresh to Doha after hav-
ing completed a very extensive tour 
of the United States. I would like to 
thank the Sachal jazz band for add-
ing us to its list of tour destinations,” 
said Ahmad.

He paid special thanks to Katara, 
Qatar Airways and McNair Chambers 
for their support and sponsorship. “I 
would particularly thank Prof Khawar 
Qureshi, without whom this event 
wouldn’t have happened,” added the 
former envoy.

CEO of Sachal Studios Noor Fati-
ma introduced members of her band. 
“We are honoured by the warm wel-
come extended to us by Katara. All our 
musician are masters of their art and 
have been playing instruments from 
the age of four and five,” said Fatima. 
The musicians included Ijaz Hussain 
(tabla), Nafees Ahmad (sitar), Najaf 
Ali (dholak), Danish Ali (keyboard), 
Nadeem Abbas (bass guitar), Ali 
Shaiba (percussion instruments) and 
16-year-old Haider (flute). Nejat Ali 
was conductor of the concert.

Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmad, CEO of Katara Cultural Village Dr Khalid Al Sulaiti and other dignitaries watch the 
performance of Pakistan’s acclaimed Sachal jazz band.
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 Happy Pakistan Independence Day

Group of Companies: AL Dana Switchgear, McKinley Cooling, Newcon
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Specialised in

   Approved Substation and Overhead Line projects of 66kV/132kV/220kV/400kV 
    voltage level on Turn-key/EPIC basis.

   Approved A Grade contractors of water and electric up to transmission.
   Approved A Grade MEP Contractors.
   Ooredoo Approved contractors (Fibar, copper, manhole & underground ducting).
   Installation, Testing & commissing of 11KVA transformers, panels, switchgears etc.
   Construction of indoor &  outdoor type of substations.
   Civil construction work, water network piping works with M/S Kahramaa.
   Drainage network piping with M/S Ashghal, complete street lighting work.

   Construction of Indoor & Outdoor type Substations.
   Civil Construction Work, Water Network Piping Works with M/S Kahramaa.
   Drainage Network Piping with M/S Ashgal, Complete Street Lighting Works.

Complete Electro-Mechanical Installation and Maintenance Works.
   Manufacturing, Supply and Installation of Air Movement Products

  

 

   Centriforce Cable Protection Tiles & Warning Tapes - UK.
   Kromevye Steel Kitchen Sinks - Turkey, Yorkshire Copper Pipes & Fittings - UK.
   Sungil GRP Water. Tanks - Korea, Sun Brand Steel Sectional Tanks - Malaysia.

   Raktherm PPR Pipes & Fittings - UAE.
   Kembla Copper Tubes, Bina Plastics - Malaysia.
   Nation DZR & Brass Comperssion Fitting - Indonesia.
   Air Condition, Compressor, Chilled Water Pump & Fire Pump Control Panel Feeder Pillar.
   Horizontal Directional Drilling & Vertical Drilling (Earth Boring).

    HV/MV Panel Testing, HV Cable Burning Unit, Secondary Injection, Transformer.
    Testing, Live. 11KV Line Testing, All types of Relay Testing, 5KV Meggering.
    Stuctured Cabling (Data & Telephone), Heavy Equipments.
    Supply of Building Materials & Electro-Mechanical Materials.

ATAR-BASED creative 
couple Shazia Bhanji, a 
paper sculpture artist 
and Shehzad Bhanji, an 

instrumental rock guitarist, have 
won laurels due to their innovative 
and creative skills.

Shazia is a narrative paper 
sculpture artist who has a stun-
ning array of work. Her portfolio 
spans a wide range but is mostly 
based on the narration of hu-
man stories and emotions. Over 
the years, she has found various 
techniques on how to manipulate 
and bend paper to make these 
magnificent masterpieces.

She is an executive committee 
member of International Artists 
Doha (IAD), teaches Paper Art 
at Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, Qatar (VCUQ) and con-
ducts bespoke workshops on pa-
per sculpture. It all began for her 
when she started learning fine arts 
from Pakistan’s leading artists. In-
itially, she worked on oil paintings 
but later moved to combine mixed 
media in her artworks which were 
displayed by a number of well-
known galleries across Pakistan. 

In the quest to do something 

different and challenging, 
she started exploring 
contemporary art 
forms around the 
globe. Her art 
world took a 
U-turn when 
she saw art 
pieces made 
with paper; 
she hasn’t looked 
back since.

“I’m observ-
ant, sensitive 
and strongly 
believe that 
the environ-
ment plays an 
important role 
in our lives to 
articulate our 
emotions. I adore 
narrating human 
stories and work-
ing with colors. Every 
color has its unique 
place and reason to be 
there. Every cut is exact 
and meaningful. I admire 
the great strength, yet the  
delicacy of paper,” remarked 
Shazia.

Shehzad has a deep incli-
nation towards music. Nar-
rated by critics as “an extraor-
dinary instrumental guitarist 
who can make his instrument 
sing with unparalleled purity”, 
Shehzad has taken the melodic 
instrumentals to new levels of 
production.

Based in Qatar, Shehzad’s 
unusual melodic and fusion ap-
proach to his instrumentals and 
songs expand its harmonic limits 
and improvisational possibilities.

Shehzad has re-
leased two albums so far. 
He is currently engaged in a 
number of experimental projects. 
He has been featured in a number 
of leading magazines such as 
Rolling Stone, Jamsphere, Planet 
Rock, along with a host of music 
blogs and podcast from around 

the world. He also endorses 
four brands.

Shehzad’s perspective 
of producing instrumentals 
is simple i.e. it should take 

listeners on a journey, expressing 
the feeling of that moment. 

Furthermore, it should 
equally be supported by power-
ful melodies, soulful guitar play-
ing, and beautiful textures com-
ing together and completing the 
whole story. Apart from produc-
ing music, he is a senior financial 
marketing professional with over 
19 years of experience in global 
marketing, brand and commu-

nications across Asia, Europe, 
Middle East and Africa. 

He has also been awarded 
GCC’s Best Marketer by Chief 
Marketing Council Asia. Sheh-
zad is an active member of a local 
NGO which focuses on providing 
a platform for young musicians to 
showcase their talent. 

He was also an integral part 
of a project which organised the 
country’s first national-level mu-
sic competition.

l
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S part of the celebrations of the 70th an-
niversary of Pakistan’s Independence, the 
Pakistan embassy in Doha hosted a mango 
Suhoor at Ritz Carlton Hotel. 

Besides sumptuous Pakistani cuisine, the guests 
enjoyed a wide variety of delicious, juicy and sweet 

Pakistani mangoes like sindhri, 
chaunsa and anwar retol. The 

idea of the suhoor dinner 
was to introduce Pakista-

ni mangoes to the local Qataris and residents.
The event was attended by a large number of busi-

nessmen, members of diplomatic corps, dignitaries, 
representatives of print and electronic media and 
prominent Pakistani community members.

During the suhoor, the guests interacted with the 
Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmed and 
thanked him for giving a chance to enjoy the best  
variety of Pakistani mangoes.

King of fruits, mango is one of the most pop-
ular and best-loved fruits worldwide. More than 

450 known varieties of mangoes are 
grown in Pakistan, each having its 

distinct flavour and taste. The 
fruit is mostly eaten fresh as a 
desert. It is also processed into 
preserves, juices, jams, jellies, 
nectars as well as crisp man-
go chips, which are eaten as 
snacks. Mango is an excellent 

source of vitamins, A, B and C.

Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmad with guests.Pakistan’s former ambassador Shahzad Ahmad (4th left) with dignitaries.

Guests enjoying Pakistani mangoes at Suhoor dinner.

An 
Eid Milan party 

was hosted by Paki-
stan’s former ambassador 

Shahzad Ahmad, on June 16, 
2018. Expatriate Pakistanis from 
all walks of life participated in the 

event. The event was also a farewell 
for the Ambassador of Pakistan 
who completed his tenure on 

June 20, 2018 after serving as 
the Ambassador of  

Pakistan in the State 
of Qatar. 
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Located in the mountainous val-
ley of Gilgit-Baltistan, Hunza is home 

to several picturesque riverbanks and 
hills. With vibrant colours surrounding 
the exotic scenery, it definitely makes it 
to our holiday wish list. Snow leopards, 
markhors, ibexes and red-striped foxes 
can also be found in the region.

This is a classic. Lake Saiful  
Muluk or Saiful Muluk Jheel is situat-

ed in the northern end of the Kaghan Val-
ley, near the town of Naran in the Saiful 
Muluk National Park. With crystal clear 
water, surrounded by sky high moun-
tains, travellers from Pakistan and other 
parts of the world make sure not to miss 
out on this extraordinary sight.

Known for its turquoise waters 
which cut the dramatic terrain, At-

tabad lake has a rather interesting story 
behind its formation. It is a lake in the 
Gojal Valley, Hunza, that was formed 
in January 2010 by a landslide dam, 
displacing thousands of residents. The 

lake has since become a tourist attrac-
tion itself for its phenomenal scenery.

Situated in the north of the  
Kaghan Valley, Babusar Pass is 

based in between mountains and grass-
lands. Like Kaghan, thick forests sur-
round the tourists’ pathway to the valley 
itself, especially on the higher slopes.

Also referred to as the ‘Land of the 
Giants’, Deosai is a high-altitude na-

tional park, located in northern Pakistan in 
the Skardu district of Gilgit-Baltistan. The 
lush green park is accessible to tourists only 
in the summer. The Tibetan wolf, Hima-
layan ibex, Tibetan red fox and golden mar-
mots are the main wildlife in the region.

It is one of the largest fresh water 
lakes located in the northern areas of 

the country. The lake offers ample oppor-
tunity for trout fishing, boating and row-
ing. It provides fresh water to the neigh-
bouring population of Skardu. Driving to 
this beautiful location from Skardu will 
not take you more than a few minutes. 



SATYENDRA PATHAK
DOHA

N active participant 
in Qatar’s vibrant and 
growing economy, Haid-
er Holding has emerged 

as one of the top privately-owned 
holding groups in the country.

Established almost 70 years 
ago as a trading company called  
Ms Sulaiman Al Haj Haider, 
the Haider Holding kept pace 
with the growth of Qatar to de-
velop and expand its business in 
various economic sectors of the 
country.

The group currently operates 
across a wide range of sectors 
which include real estate, furni-
ture manufacturing and design-
ing, food import and distribution, 
retail outlets, construction, hos-
pitality, services, and veterinary 
care, and is constantly seeking 
new opportunities to comple-
ment its existing portfolio.

With a focus on innovation 
and excellence, the group con-
tinually seeks to deliver best-in-
class products and services.

With almost 25 companies un-
der its umbrella, Haider Holding 
currently employs more than 1,000 
people from across nationalities.    

In an exclusive interview with 
Qatar Tribune, Haider Hold-
ing Branch Operations Man-
ager Syed Samer Hussain said 
the Group is actively looking to 
establish international partner-
ships to build on its extensive 
experience and expertise.

While Haider Holding has 
business tie-ups with companies 
from a number of countries, Hus-
sain said, Pakistan has emerged 
as one of the prime destinations 
for the group to import various 
kinds of products.

Currently, Haider Holding is 
dealing with nine top companies 
of Pakistan, Hussain said, adding 
that a lot of credit for this goes to 
the Qatari government.

“Officials from our group 
were part of a high-level Qatari 

delegation that visited Pakistan 
in the recent past. We took the 
opportunity to tie up with a 
number of top Pakistani compa-
nies,” he said.

“We signed contract with 
one of the major companies in 
Pakistan called Haleeb Foods 
that deals in dairy products. We 
are buying milk, ghee and fresh 
cream from the company to sell 
in the Qatari market. We are also 
dealing with one of the top Paki-
stani companies Fauji Cereals, 

a breakfast cereals manufactur-
ing company. We are importing 
cornflakes from the company,” 
he said.

“We have tied up with Pa-
kistan’s biggest multinational 
company Engro Foods to im-
port its products. Then we have 
also tied up with famous Paki-
stani company Shield Corpora-
tion Ltd that deals in babycare, 
toothcare, and diapers. We have 
already ordered containers of 
diapers that will be available in 

the Qatari market soon. These 
products are very cost effective 
and of high qualities,” he said.  

“We have partnership with 
King Chemicals from Pakistan 
that manufactures insect killers 
and pesticides. We have already 
started importing their prod-
ucts,” he said. 

Haider Holding is also the 
exclusive importer of extensive 
range of LU Continental Biscuits 
produced in Pakistan, he said, 
adding the Group is the main 

distributor of famous Pakistani 
brand Kolson Pasta as well.

“Marhaba Laboratories, 
through its quality, fragrance and 
efficacy, has surpassed its peers 
in products like rose waters al-
mond oil, and hakimi products is 
our exclusive partner for the Qa-
tari market,” he said.        

“We want to work more with 
Pakistani companies to further 
strengthen our business ties,” 
he added.

Talking about the growth of 

Haider Holding over the years, 
Hussain said, “What started as 
a small business, our mother  
company Ms Sulaiman Al Haj  
Haider has become pioneer com-
pany in Qatar.”

Real estate is one of the major 
constituents of the group and it is 
in this field for the last 30 years.

“We deal with major clients 
like Qatar Airways, Qatargas. We 
are also providing housing to the 
staff of Qatar Foundation that in-
cludes Sidra hospital,” he said.

“We have a construction com-
pany called Mesopotamia for 
General Contracting (MGC) that 
develops our projects and also 
provide facility management. 
Then we have a factory named 
Manzil Al Sultan that manufac-
tures and designs state-of-the-art 
furniture, which we opened al-
most two years ago in the Indus-
trial Area,” he said.

“Furniture manufactured at 
our factory is sold in the local 
market,” he added.

“We have a company called 
Al Hadarah Intl that deals in food 
products. We are the sole agent of a 
famous Iranian milk brand Kaleeh. 

“We also have agency of a 
number of branded products 
from across the globe,” he said.

While Haider Holding has 
made its mark in various areas, 
he said, services is one sector 
where the group is planning to 
launch some exciting projects in 
the near future.

EKAAL Rahim, 10, 
and Zara Rahim, 
11, have made the 
Pakistani commu-

nity in Qatar proud by their 
remarkable achievements of 
breaking six World Records 
in marathon running.

On March 16 in Canberra, 
Australia, the siblings crossed 
the finish line to become the 
youngest male and female in 
the world to complete a full 
marathon on all seven con-
tinents.  The previous record 
for the youngest person to 
complete a full marathon 
(42.2km) on each continent 
was held by two Americans  
— Blanca Ramirez and Nik 
Toocheck — who were both 
12 years old when they com-
pleted the seven continents. 
Zara managed to achieve this 
feat at the age of 11 while Me-
kaal was only a few months 
past his 10th birthday when 
he completed the journey.

Zara and Mekaal are chil-
dren of Ziyad Rahim, the 
famous Pakistani adventure 
runner who holds 10 Guin-
ness World Records in long-
distance running.  Their 
mother, Nadia Rahim, start-
ed the Qatar Running Series 
and owns PlayBall Doha  
(a sports and movement pro-
gramme for kids). 

For Zara and Mekaal, the 
quest to glory started in July 
2017 and came to an end 
nine months later in Aus-
tralia.  During the course of 
this record-breaking feat, 
the siblings spent over 200 
hours flying to race locations 
and covering almost 150,000 
nautical miles.

Getting to Australia for 
the last continent was a mar-
athon in itself. Due to school 

commitments, the children 
could only manage a week-
end trip.  After a 14-hour 
flight to Sydney followed by 
a 4-hour bus journey, the 
children arrived at the start 
line jet-lagged and sleep-de-
prived. However, they man-
aged to find their form and 
completed a tough marathon 
in the AIS stadium, which 
included 105 rounds around 
the 400m track. The event 
was part of the IAU 48 Hour 
World Championship which 
included a marathon dis-
tance as well.

The Canadian-born sib-
lings, students at Qatar Fin-
land International School, 
planned the unthinkable af-
ter watching a documentary 
on Syrian refugees in their 
struggle to find a safe haven. 
After months of training, they 
signed up for their first mara-
thon in Scotland in July 2017 

and the whole family com-
pleted it together.

Throughout the fall sea-
son, both children continued 
their training by taking part in 
Qatar Running Series events. 
They also joined TriClub 
Doha and H20 swimming 
club where they honed their 
swimming and cycling skills.

On 12 December 2017, 
the family took a 28-hour 
flight (including transits) to 
reach Punta Arenas — the 
southern tip of Chile.  There, 
the runners were informed 
of inclement weather in Ant-
arctica which caused flight 
delays. After two days of wait-
ing around, the organisers 
decided to hold the Magellan 
Marathon, Chile to save time. 
The weather wasn’t that great 
in Chile too as the Patagonian 
wind was extremely strong 
and the children found hard 
running on the Punta Arenas 

promenade along the South-
ern Ocean. However, they 
managed to complete the race 
to secure their 2nd continent 
finish after Europe.

Two days later, the weath-
er in Antarctica improved 
and the runners were flown 
in to King George Island on 
Saturday morning.  With 
legs still heavy from run-
ning a full marathon two 
day earlier, the two started 
the race 30 minutes after 
getting off the plane. The 
KGI Classic Marathon, Ant-
arctica was tough as it took 
place in December which is 
the end of the spring season. 
So, within two days, the two 
ran 42km in gruelling con-
ditions on both continents. 
The underfoot conditions in  
Antarctica were extremely 
rough with snow, slush and 
gravel covering the course. 
The temperature was about 

-10c (with wind-chill) which 
is about 40c colder than the 
temperature where they live. 

Their fourth continent of 
the quest was Africa. Barely 
four days after coming back 
from South America, the 
family took a 9-hour flight 
to Johannesburg. This time 
it was just a weekend trip for 
an ultra-marathon in Preto-
ria. The event took place at 
an altitude of 6,000 ft above 
sea-level in a state park. Still 
sore from the marathons in 
Antarctica and South Amer-
ica, the siblings completed 
the 42.2km race to record 
their 3rd marathon finish on 
three continents within 14 
days. Los Angeles, USA was 
chosen as their fifth continent 
marathon which was planned 
during the school mid-term 
break. It was again a 16-hour 
flight from Doha to Los Ange-
les but this time it was a one-

week trip that included plenty 
of sightseeing and relaxation.

“I always wanted to visit 
LA and my brother and I had 
a lovely time visiting Univer-
sal Studios, Hollywood and 
Disney. We loved the roller-
coasters and visited movie 
studios. We had pictures tak-
en with all the movie charac-
ters,” Zara recalled.

A week after their return 
from USA, the children com-
pleted the Asian leg of the 
challenge in Qatar during the 
Qatar National Sports Day. 
There, they were thrilled to 
see HH Sheikha Moza and 
other members of the Royal 
family along the course.

Commenting on the Asian 
leg of the challenge, Mekaal 
said: “It was easy as we didn’t 
have to fly anywhere. The 
race was only five minutes 
away from our house.”

Following the seven conti-
nents feat, the Official World 
Records approved the follow-
ing records: Youngest per-
son to complete a marathon 
on each continent (Male), 
Youngest person to complete 
a marathon on each continent 
(Female), Youngest siblings 
to complete a marathon on 
each continent, Youngest per-
son to complete an ultra-mar-
athon in Antarctica (Male), 
Youngest person to complete 
an ultra-marathon in Antarc-
tica (Female) and Youngest 
siblings to complete an ultra-
marathon in Antarctica

The siblings are not done 
yet. They are now preparing 
to take on the mountains. 
This summer they are plan-
ning to summit Ben Nevis, 
the highest mountain in the 
UK before setting their sights 
on Kilimanjaro next year.
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Mekaal 
Rahim

Zara 
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